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REQUIREMENTS FOR A SWIMMING POOL PERMIT  

1. Permit application, filled in and signed.   
2. Swimming Pool information sheet, signed and dated.                                                                  
3. Two copies of the residential survey or site plan indicating the following: distances from 

the property lines, buildings on the same property, driveway location, septic system and 
well locations, lot size and any wetlands, rivers, lakes or easements.  Site plan must be 
approved by the Building Official.  If the property lines cannot be determined, a survey 
will be required. 

4. Stake the pool location. 
5. Septic system location roped off.    
6. SEPTIC SYSTEMS: Septic systems may need to be upgraded before a permit is issued. If you have 

any questions, please contact the Building Department.     
7. Commercial Pools may have additional or different requirements. 

                      
  

SWIMMING POOL INFORMATION  

A building permit is required for swimming pools exceeding a depth of 24 inches and/or 
exceeding a capacity 5,000 gallons. 

Swimming pools are permitted subject to the following conditions: 

A. Swimming Pools shall be permitted only as an accessory use, on the same lot as, and 
intended for use by the occupants of, an accompanying residential unit or units. 
 

B. A building permit is required, except where specifically exempted by the current 
building code. Compliance with the Building Code is required. 

 
C. The property owner’s application for a building permit shall include a site plan 

containing a drawing to scale showing: the type and size of pool, location of pool, 
location of house, garage, fencing and other improvements on the lot, location of 
structures on all adjacent lots, location of filter unit and pump, and indicating the 
type of such units, location of back-flush and drainage outlets, grading plan, finished 
elevations and final treatment (decking, landscaping, etc.) around pool, location of 
existing overhead or underground wiring, utility easements, trees and similar 
features, and location of any water heating unit. 

 
D. Provide the following setbacks: 

1. 20 feet from an in-ground swimming pool to a water supply well. 
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2. 20 feet from a septic system drainfield.  
3. 10 feet from a septic tank. 
4. 10 feet from any principal structure with frost footing, unless the pool is 

constructed entirely within the dwelling. 
5. 5 feet from structures without basements.  
6. The edge of the pool and its accessories shall be located no closer than 10 feet 

from any side or rear lot line, and may not extend into the minimum front yard 
setback. Pools cannot encroach into easements. 

7. A minimum of 10 feet is required between electrical wires and any point of a 
deck directly under the wires. 

8. Electrical wires shall be a minimum of 22.5 feet above the highest water level of 
the pool, tub or spa, or above a diving structure, observation stand, etc. to any 
overhead power lines. This minimum height is extended for a distance of 10 feet 
horizontally around the pool, spa or tub or above a diving structure, observation 
stand, etc.  
 

E. Pools shall not be located over underground utility lines of any type. 
 

F. Electrical Permit and Electrical Inspection are required for any electrical work. 
 

G. Pools shall not be located within any private or public utility, walkways, drainage or 
other easement. 

 
H. In the case of underground pools, the necessary precautions shall be taken during 

the construction to:  
1. Avoid damage, hazards or inconvenience to adjacent or nearby property. 
2. Assure that proper care shall be taken in stockpiling excavated material to avoid 

erosion, dust or other infringements upon adjacent property. 
3. Install a temporary 4 foot high fence around the site. The fence shall be secured 

whenever construction has stopped, until a permanent fence is installed.  
4. All access for construction shall be over the owner’s land and due care shall be 

taken to avoid damage to public streets and adjacent private or public property. 
 

I. To the extent feasible, back-flush water or water from pool drainage shall be 
directed onto the owner’s property or into approved public drainage ways. 
 

J. The filter unit, pump, heating unit and any other noisemaking mechanical 
equipment should be located at least fifty (50) feet from any adjacent or nearby 
residential structure and not closer than ten (10) feet to any lot line. 

 
K. Lighting for the pool shall be shielded and directed toward the pool and not toward 

adjacent property.  
 

L. A structure or safety fencing of a non-climbable type at least 48 inches in height 
shall completely enclose the pool or yard area containing the pool.  

 
M. Gates must be self-closing, latching and lockable. The latching device shall be placed 

at the top of the gate or otherwise inaccessible to small children. Any other gate in 
the fence will be presumed to be solely for maintenance purposes and shall remain 
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locked at all times when not used for maintenance purposes. Each such 
maintenance gate shall be posted that the gate is to remain locked and is for 
maintenance purposes only. 

 
N. All fence posts shall be decay or corrosion resistant and shall be set in a concrete 

base or other suitable protection. 
 

O. The openings between the bottom of the fence and the ground or other surface 
shall not be more than four inches. 

 
P. Above-ground pools shall be equipped with a fence and gate system at all points of 

entry to the pool and meet the minimum height of 48 inch safety wall or fencing 
around the entire pool. Stairs must be removed when not in use. Such fence and 
gate system shall effectively control access to the pool and shall be constructed 
pursuant to the specifications listed in this section.  

 
Q. Water in the pool is to be maintained in a suitable manner to avoid health hazards of 

any type. Such water shall be subject to periodic inspection by the local health 
officer. 

 
R. All wiring, heating units, gas lines, grading, and installation of pipes and all other 

installations and construction shall be subject to permits and inspections. 
 

S. Except where otherwise noted, the following are specifically exempted from this 
section: Hot tubs or spas that accommodate no more than ten adults and have a 
locking cover. 

 

I have read through all of the requirements to obtain a Swimming Pool Permit and agree to 
abide by all City Ordinances in regards to fencing, setbacks, up-keep, and placement of the 
swimming pool. 
 
Sign: _________________________________________________ Date: ___________________ 
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SHORELAND OVERLAY DISTRICT - IMPERVIOUS SURFACE CALCULATIONS 

These calculations are REQUIRED per East Bethel Code of Ordinances  
Appendix A - Zoning, Section 57 if your property is in the Shoreland Overlay District. 

Impervious surface Definition per East Bethel Ordinance: The area of a lot (above the ordinary high water level) covered with buildings including all 
appurtenances, driveways and sidewalks, and similar impervious materials. For the purpose of this section, driveways that have a gravel base shall 
be considered impervious. Decks that allow drainage through the decking and that do not have a plastic weed barrier or some other material that 
would impede drainage into the ground and swimming pool water surface area shall not be considered impervious. 

Job Address or PID: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Impervious Surface Calculations completed by: (name) ______________________________________________  

who is the following:       Homeowner    Contractor      Land Surveyor              Other: ___________________ 

Date these calculations were completed: ____________________________ 

PROPERTY OWNER: 

 

NAME: ___________________________________ 

PHONE: __________________________________  

EMAIL: ___________________________________ 

APPLICANT/CONTRACTOR: 

� SAME AS PROPERTY OWNER 

NAME: ___________________________________ 

PHONE: __________________________________   

EMAIL: ___________________________________ 

What lake(s) is applying the Shoreland Overlay (select all that apply): 
� Anderson Lake 
� Booster Pond Lake 
� Cedar Creek Lake 
� Cooper’s Lake 
� Coon Lake 

� Deer Lake 
� Devil Lake 
� Fish Lake 
� Goose Lake 
� Lone Pine Lake 

� Minard Lake 
� Mud Lake 
� Ned’s Lake 
� Rice Lake 

Ordinary High Water (OHW) level: ___________ elevation  

Total square footage of lot above the Ordinary High Water level: ________________________ sq. ft. 

Total square footage of existing impervious surfaces on lot: ___________________ sq. ft. 

Total percentage of existing impervious surface: ________________% 

Total square footage of proposed impervious surface: ___________________ sq. ft. 

Total percentage of proposed impervious surface: ________________% (maximum 25%) 

Signature of person completing calculations: ___________________________________________ Date: ___________ 
The site plan must include the Ordinary High Water level elevation and all measurements and calculations. If the calculations indicate that the 
impervious surface encroaches the maximum percentage, then a Certificate of Survey will be required with this information printed on the survey.  



Zoning Setbacks 

Zoning 

Front 
Yard 

Setback 
on City 
Road 

Side 
Yard 

Setback 

Side 
Yard 

Setback 
on a City 

Road 

Rear 
Yard 

Setback 

Setback 
from 

County 
Road 

2nd 
Driveway 
Allowed 

Primary 
Structure 
Setbacks 

Septic setbacks Well setbacks Wetland 
Setbacks 

R1* 30 ft 10 ft 25 ft 10 ft 

100 ft 

No 10 ft 
Bldg must be 20 ft 
from drainfield and 

10 ft from tanks 
 

Septics can be 10ft 
from a property line 

3 ft from any 
bldg overhang 

See 
Wetland or 
Shoreland 

Ord. 

R2* 30 ft 10 ft 25 ft 10 ft No 10 ft 

RR* 40 ft 25 ft 40 ft 25 ft With 
permit 25 ft 

Whispering 
Aspen 28 ft 10 ft 25 ft 10 ft NA No 10 ft 

Viking 
Preserve 25 ft 7 ft 25 ft 25 ft 50 ft No 10 ft 25 ft 

*Check to see if you are in the Shoreland Overlay District as the setbacks may be different. 

Shoreland 
Overlay 

Please check with staff for your setbacks as they will be different than above. 25% Impervious Surface rule applies, meaning only 25% of 
the property’s surface can have an impervious surface where water cannot drain through it. To find out your zoning or if you are in the 
Shoreland Overlay District: either use the GIS map on the city website or call 763-367-7844 between M-F 8am-4pm. 

 

 
 
Required to be on site plan: 
1. Septic system location and distances 
2. Well location and distances 
3. Property line location and distances 
4. Wetland location and distances 
5. Drainage Easements locations 
6. Other structures locations and distances 
7. Proposed structure location and size/measurements 

 
Additional site plan material required for Shoreland Overlay District: 
8. The Ordinary High Water (OHW) level must be provided 
9. The Impervious Surface Calculations must be provided 
10. A Certificate of Survey may be required 

Wetland Setbacks 
Water Body Type Permanent Buffer 

Average Width 
Minimum Building and septic system 

setback from delineated wetland edge 
Wetlands adjacent to Significant Natural Environmental Areas (SNEA) or *highly 
susceptible wetlands 25 ft 50 ft 

Cedar Creek or wetlands adjacent to 25 ft Structures: 100 ft 
Septic systems: 75 ft 

All other remaining wetlands including *slightly and moderately susceptible 
wetlands 15 ft 25 ft 

Storm water ponds and *least susceptible wetlands Top of slope 25 ft 
Lakes 15 ft Refer to Shoreland Overlay District ord. 

*Wetland susceptibility as defined in city’s water management plan 

Shoreland Setbacks 
Classes of Public Waters Structures in 

Sewered Districts 
Structures in 

Unsewered Districts 
Sewage Treatment 

Systems 
Lake – Natural Environment 
Anderson Lake, Booster Pond, Cooper's Lake, Deer Lake, Devil 
Lake, Fish Lake, Goose Lake, Lone Pine Lake, Mud Lake, Ned's Lake, 
Rice Lake  

150 ft 150 ft 150 ft 

Lake – Recreational Dvlp 
Minard Lake 75 ft 100 ft 75 ft 

Lake – General Dvlp 
Coon Lake 50 ft 75 ft 50 ft 

Creeks and Streams 100 ft 100 ft 75 ft 



East Bethel Community Development 
2241 221st Ave NE  |  East Bethel, MN 55011 

Phone: (763) 367-7844  |  Fax: (763) 434-9578 
 

SOIL EROSION POLICIES: 
Silt Fence Requirements: 
The required areas of silt fencing will be indicated on the Certificate of 
Survey that is returned to the general contractor with the New Home 
Permit packet.  

Silt fencing must be maintained 
throughout construction and any 
sagging or tears must be repaired.  

Silt fencing is required around  
• dirt driveways 
• disturbed earth (20 ft from a newly dug foundation) 
• front lot lines 
• Side and rear lot lines if there is 

a house or property owned by a 
different property owner 

• between lower elevations on a 
lot such as drainage ditches 

• culverts  
• sidewalks 

 

Soil taken out of the ground and placed 
on the lot (or adjacent lots) must be 
trucked off site.  

 

Wetlands or wet areas: 
Silt fencing is required 20 feet from wet areas. 



Driveways: 
Aggregate ½ inch to 3 inches in 
diameter must be placed 
between a dirt driveway and an 
improved road before 
construction begins. This area 
should be maintained until a 
bituminous surfaced driveway is 
installed. If dirt is brought onto 
the improved road than it must be cleaned off that same day.  

The driveway must be bituminous if it connects to an improved road, but if 
that work will be completed after the Certificate of Occupancy (CO) is issued 
than escrow can be placed in order to gain a Temp CO. In order to issue 
Temp CO with driveway escrow than aggregate ½ inch to 3 inches in 
diameter is required around culverts and the driveway entry. 

Storm Drains Located in Curbs / Culverts: 
Silt fence should be placed over storm drains 
located in the curbs. If culverts are required 
additional erosion techniques are needed so the 
stones in the driveway do not wash over the culvert. 

Silt fence vs. logs: 
Traditional silt fencing is what is generally approved. 

If you wish to use logs, than you must get prior approval from the 
Community Development Department first.  

Sidewalks: 
Silt fence is required between the lot line and all 
sidewalks. If the sidewalk around the property is 
damaged, the contractor is to take pictures and 
discuss this with the building inspector before 
work begins. Otherwise, the contractor will be 
required to repair the damaged sidewalk before a 
CO will be issued. If any dirt goes onto the 
sidewalk, it must be cleaned up that same day. 
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Swimming Pools 

Swimming pools, permanent and portable.  
A. A building permit is required for swimming pools exceeding a depth of 24 inches and exceeding a 

capacity of 5,000 gallons.  

B. Swimming pools may be required to be enclosed by a fence as regulated in Section 25, Fence 
Regulations of this Code.  

C. All swimming pools and their accessories must be located a minimum of ten feet from all side and rear 
property lines abutting other lots, and may not extend into the minimum front yard setback.  

D. The noise generated by equipment when operating must satisfy the requirements of Section 34, 
Environmental Regulations.  

 

 Fences around swimming pools.  
A. A swimming pool shall be surrounded by a barrier which the top of the barrier shall be at least 48 

inches above grade measured on the outside wall from the swimming pool.  

B. All fence openings or points of entry into the pool area enclosure shall be equipped with gates. The 
fence shall comply with all construction specifications pursuant to this section.  

C. The fence and gates shall be at least four feet in height and shall be constructed of material approved 
by the community development department.  

D. One gate shall be equipped with self-closing and self-latching devices placed at the top of the gate or 
otherwise inaccessible to small children. Any other gate in the fence will be presumed to be solely for 
maintenance purposes and shall remain locked at all times when not used for maintenance purposes. 
Each such maintenance gate shall be posted that the gate is to remain locked and is for maintenance 
purposes only.  

E. All fence posts shall be decay- or corrosion-resistant and shall be set in concrete bases or other 
suitable protection.  

F. The openings between the bottom of the fence and the ground or other surface shall not be more than 
four inches.  

G. Aboveground pools of four feet or more in wall height shall be exempt from complete enclosure by a 
type of fence resistant to being climbed. However, aboveground pools shall be equipped with a fence 
and gate system at all points of entry to the pool. Stairs must be removed when not in use. Such fence 
and gate system shall effectively control access to the pool and shall be constructed pursuant to the 
specifications listed in this section.  

H. Except where otherwise noted, the following are specifically exempted from this section: 

1) Hot tubs or spas that accommodate no more than ten adults and has a locking cover. 
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