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Electrical outlets required
every 12’ along walls and &’
from door openings.

Insulate basement exterior
walls a minimum R-5.

Install vapor retarder on/
against block wall level to
exterior grade prior to
framing.

Sill plates shall be framed
with treated material or wood
naturally resistant to decay.

GFl outlet required in
bathroom and for mechanical
equipment.

Smoke detectors:
Hardwired smoke detectors
are required in new
basement finish and all
bedrooms. Install battery-
operated detectors in existing
bedrooms and in floors not
equipped with smoke
detectors.

Label uses of each room.

Minimum ceiling height is 7’
with 6’-6" allowed for
projections such as beams
and ducts.

Gas-fired furnace or water
heater cannot be in a
bedroom, bathroom, or
closet.

Creation of a full kitchen in
the basement of a single
family home must be
reviewed for conformance
with zoning regulations.
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BASEMENT FINISH

' N FO R M AT' O N This handout is intended only as a guide and is based in part

on the 2007 Minnesota State Building Code, East Bethel City ordinances, and good building practice. While
every attempt has been made to insure the correctness of this handout, no guarantees are made to its accuracy
or completeness. Responsibility for compliance with applicable codes and ordinances falls on the owner or con-
tractor. For specific questions regarding code requirements, refer to the applicable codes or contact your local

Building Department
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stairs on enclosed side
with 1/2" gypsum board.

Provide combustion air
to furnace and clear 30”
working space in front of
furnace.

A water heater must be
able to be removed with
the furnace intact.

Supply and return air is
required for all habitable
rooms.

A bathroom fan is
required unless there is
an openable window.
Insulate the fan duct a
minimum of 3’ from the
outside of the house rim.

Show window sizes.
Egress window required
in each bedroom. Egress
size: 5.7 sq. ft. of
openable area with 20"
minimum width and
minimum height of 24",
Sill no more than 44"
above floor.

BEDROONM"

Carbon Monoxide
Alarms required within
10" of each room lawfully
used for sleeping
purposes.

(MS 299F.50)

o There are varying clearances to combustible materials
when building next to new or existing fireplaces. Discuss
with Plans Examiner when obtaining permits.

* All bedroom wiring must be protected by arc-fault circuit
breakers.

Note: Electrical boxes/panels are NOT allowed in bathrooms
or closets.

THIS INFORMATION IS A GUIDE TO THE MOST COMMON QUESTIONS. IT IS NOT

INTENDED, NOR SHALL IT BE CONSIDERED, A COMPLETE SET OF REQUIREMENTS.
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Basement bedroom/sleeping room
requirements

Section R310

All sleeping rooms shall have at least one egress
window (see illustration) meeting all these
requirements:

+ Sill height not more than 44 inches above floor.

+ Openable area not less than 5.7 square feet®
(820square inches.)

+ Opening height not less than 24 inches.
- Opening width not less than 20 inches.

* Exception: Grade floor opening shall have a
minimum net clear opening of 5.0 square feet.

Minimum size for rescue/escape windows from
sleeping rooms

DOUBLE HUNG

CASEMENT

24"
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5.7 SQ. FT. MIN.
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CLEAR
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44" MAXIMUM
FLOOR

EGRESS ESCAPE
WINDOWS

Emergency escapes — window wells below
grade

Section R310.2

The clear horizontal dimensions shall allow
the window to be fully opened and provide a
minimum accessible net clear opening of 9
square feet with minimum dimensions of 36
inches.

Window wells with a vertical depth of more than
44 inches shall be equipped with an approved
permanently affixed ladder or stairs that are
accessible with the window in the fully open
position. The ladder or stairs shall not encroach
into the required dimensions of the window well by
more than six inches. Ladders or rungs shall have
an inside dimension of at least 12 inches. They
must project at least 3 inches from the wall and be
spaced not more than 18 inches o.c. vertically for
the full height of the window well.

State amendment:

* A minimum height clearance of 36 inches shall
be maintained above the exterior grade.
(Example: a deck above the escape window.)

HOUSE WALL

- LADDER

WELL
AREA

(Required
CASEMENT if well is over
WINDOW 44" deep.)
(Open position)

PLAN or TOP VIEW

* Emergency escape windows shall be operational from
the inside of the room without the use of keys or tools.

BEFORE YOU DIG: Call Gopher State One Call (800)
252-1166  or (651) 454-0002 to |locate any
utilities such as phone lines, data communication cables,
invisible dog fences, underground sprinkler systems, sep-
tic systems, etc.
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