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1. Height of structure from grade.
2. Size and depth of footings.

3. Wall and roof construction.
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DETACHED GARAGES,
ACCESSORY BUILDINGS
AND STRUCTURES

This handout is only a guideline

MAXIMUM SQUARE FOOTAGE ALLOWED
(Appendix “A” Sec. 14)

Parcel Maximum Maximum
Size Square Feet Sidewall Height

Less than 0.5 acre 580 sq. ft. 14 ft.

0.5 to 1.99 acres 960 sq. ft. 14 ft.

2.00 to 2.99 acres 1800 sq. ft. 14 ft.

3.00 to 4.99 acres 2400 sq. ft. 14 ft.

5.00 acres plus 3000 sq. ft. (plus 240 sq. ft. 14 ft.
additional for each acre over 5)

On parcels 1.99 acres or less, one (1) accessory structure is
allowed with one (1) additional single story storage shed that
is 120 sq. ft. or less.

On parcels 2.00 acres to 4.99 acres, two (2) accessory
structures are allowed with one (1) additional single story
storage shed that is 120 sq. ft. or less.

On parcels 5.00 acres or greater, four (4) accessory
structures are allowed with one (1) additional single story
shed that is 120 sq. ft. or less.

GENERAL RULES (other requirements apply if
located in a shoreland/wetland area)

1. All structures greater than 120 sq. ft. shall require
a building permit and are required to meet
applicable building/zoning requirements. All
structures less than 120 sq. ft. must still meet
zoning setbacks.

2. No garage or accessory structure shall be
constructed on a lot prior to the time of
construction of the principal structure (house).

CITY OF EAST BETHEL Phone: 763-367-7844
2241 221ST AVE NE Fax: 763-434-9578
EAST BETHEL MN 55011 www.ci.east-bethel.mn.us

S:\Building Department\Handouts\Detached Accessory Structures ~ Revised 10/10/2014



3. Garage and accessory structure minimum set-
backs (Ord. 203):

Zoning Side Yard Rear Yard
District Setback Setback

Distance from
Principal Structure

R-1 District 10 ft. 10 ft. 8 ft.
(Appendix A. Sec. 43)
RR District 25 ft. 25 ft 8 ft.

(Appendix A. Sec. 42)

4. Structures shall not be located in drainage and
utility easements.

5. Detached Accessory structures shall comply
with the following:
A. Shall incorporate a finished design and
color scheme that is coordinated and compati-
ble with the color and design of the principal
structure;

B. Shall include complete eave and corner
trim elements;

C. Shall include a minimum of two different
architectural features on the front fagade; ar-
chitectural features may include items such as
windows, entry doors, or material/color varia-
tions; and

D. Shall include a minimum combination of 2
architectural and/or landscape features along
any sidewall greater than 10 feet in height and
any sidewall directly adjacent to and visible
from a public right-of-way.

6. All proposed curb cuts and additional drive
ways must be approved prior to work.

PERMITS

Building permits are required for construction of
all garages. The Minnesota State Building Code
differentiates between attached and detached ga-
rages, and there are some differences in the re-
quirements. Garages must also meet the land use
and setback requirements of the City Code Appen-
dix “A”. Zoning questions should be directed to
the Planning Division.

BEFORE YOU DIG: Call Gopher State One Call
(800) 252-1166 or (651) 454-0002 to locate any
utilities such as phone lines, data communication
cables, invisible dog fences, underground sprin-
kler systems, septic systems, etc.

PERMIT FEES

Permit fees are established by the municipality.
The plan review is done by the building inspector
in order to spot potential problems or pitfalls that
may arise. The inspector will make notes on the
plan for your use. Construction inspections will be
done during the project to insure code compliance.
The plan review and inspections are done to
provide a reasonable degree of review and
observation so the project will be successful, safe,
and long-lasting. Actual permit costs will vary and
will be determined at the time of plan review.

REQUIRED INSPECTIONS

1. Footing / Concrete Slab: To be made after all
form work is set up, mesh laid, rods, wired, etc.
BUT PRIOR TO THE POURING OF
CONCRETE.

2. Framing/Sheathing: To be made after all
framing, blocking, bracing (include sheathing
for braced wall panels), and rough electrical (if
any) are in place. (This inspection can be
completed at the time of the final inspection if
all parts will be visible and accessible at the
final inspection.)

3. Final: To be made upon completion of the
garage electrical, final, finish grading, and
driveway improvements (if required).

4. Other Inspections: In addition to the
inspections above, the inspector may make or
require  other inspections to  ascertain
compliance with the provisions of the code, or
to assist you with your questions or concerns
during the construction process.

PLANS: Site, Floor, and Elevation: The
following samples show the minimum detail
expected so the permit process can proceed
smoothly. Plans should include all of the
information required.

Submit TWO (2) copies of all documents.

GENERAL BUILDING CODE REQUIREMENTS

I.

Footings must extend to frost depth for all attached
garages. A “floating slab” may be used for the
foundation support of detached garages on all soils
except peat and muck. Slab perimeter must be
sized and/or reinforced to carry all design loads.
The minimum slab thickness must be 3'2 inches
and reinforcing is recommended. The minimum
concrete strength required is 3,500 pounds per
square inch for floating slab. Protect concrete from
freezing until cured.

Anchor Bolts or Straps: Foundation plates must
be anchored to the foundation with not less than 2
inch diameter steel bolts, or approved straps, em-
bedded at least 7 inches into the concrete and
spaced not more than 6 feet apart. There must be a
minimum of 2 bolts per piece with 1 bolt located
within 12 inches of each end of each piece. Anchor
straps must be installed per the manufacturer.

Sill Plate: All foundation plates on sills and sleep-
ers on a concrete or masonry slab, which is in di-
rect contact with earth, and sills which rest on con-
crete or masonry foundations, must be of approved
treated wood, heartwood of redwood, black locust,
or cedar having a width not less than that of the
wall studs.

Wall Framing: Studs must be placed with their
wide dimension perpendicular to the wall, and not
less than 3 studs must be installed at each corner of
an exterior wall. Minimum stud size is 2 x 4 and
spaced not more than 24 inches on center.

Top Plate: Bearing and exterior wall studs need to
be capped with double top plates installed to pro-
vide overlapping at corners and at intersections
with other partitions. End joints in double top
plates must be offset at least 24 inches.

Sheathing, Roofing, and Siding: Approved wall
sheathing, siding, roof sheathing, and roof covering
must be installed according to the manufacturer’s
specifications. Wall sheathing is required to have a
weather resistive barrier installed over the product
prior to application of the siding product.

Wood and Earth Separation: Wood used in con-
struction located nearer than 6 inches to earth shall
be treated wood or naturally resistant to decay.

8. Roof Framing: Size and spacing of conven-
tional lumber used for roof framing depends
upon the roof pitch, span, the type of material
being used, and the loading characteristics being
imposed. Garages must be designed for the ap-
propriate snow load in your area. (Contact your
local building inspector.)

Rafters need to be framed directly opposite each
other at the ridge. A ridge board at least 1 inch
(nominal) thickness and not less in depth than
the cut end of the rafter is required for hand-
framed roofs. At all valleys and hips, there also
needs to be a single valley or hip rafter not less
than 2 inches (nominal) thickness and not less in
depth than the cut of the rafter.

Manufactured trusses may be used provided
truss specifications are on site and follow manu-
facturer’s requirements for nailing and bracing.

SITE PLAN

1. Proposed size of garage.

2. Location and size of door and window openings.

3. Size of headers over all doors and window open-
ings.

4. Size, spacing, and direction of rafter (roof) mate-
rials.

5. Type (grade and species) of lumber to be used.

Additional information, such as sectional drawing
or elevations, may be required.
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