
 
City of East Bethel   
Park Commission Agenda 
6:30 PM 
Date: January 11, 2017 
Location: City Hall 
 
 
  Item 
 
6:30 PM 1.0 Call to Order 
 
6:31 PM 2.0 Adopt Agenda 
  
6:32 PM 3.0 Approve – October 12, 2016 Minutes 
 
6:33 PM 4.0 2017 Athletic Facilities Request 
 
6:50 PM 5.0 Lions Club 100th Anniversary 
 
7:00 PM 6.0 Booster/Cedar Creek Trail Segment Discussion 
 
7:10 PM 7.0 Recommendations for Open Park Commission Seats 
 
7:20 PM 8.0 Council Report and Other Business  
 
7:30 PM 9.0 Adjourn 
 
  
 
  
 
  
 
  
 
 
 
 



 
EAST BETHEL PARK COMMISSION MEETING 

October 12, 2016 
 

The commission met at 6:30 pm at the East Bethel City Hall for the regular monthly meeting. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Kenneth Langmade, Chair      Bill Zimmerman      Bonnie Harvey 
 Tim Hoffman  Sue Jefferson Stacy Voelker 
 Denise Lachinski 
 
 ALSO PRESENT:  Nate Ayshford, Public Works Manager 
     
2. Adopt 
Agenda 

Mr. Zimmerman moved and Ms. Lachinski seconded to approve the agenda 
as presented. Motion carried. 

3. Approve   
8/10/16 
Minutes 

Mr. Zimmerman moved and Ms. Harvey seconded to approve the August 
10, 2016 minutes as written. Motion carried. 
 
 

4. Parks 
Financial 
Information 

Mr. Ayshford stated that the first installment of $35,000 for playground 
equipment came out of the Park Capital fund. The Maintenance budget is where 
it should be at this time of year.  
 
Mr. Ayshford noted that the Whispering Aspen Community Center sign has been 
installed. 
 

5. Sandhill 
Crane 
Nature Area 
Property 
Acquisition 
  

The Minnesota DNR and Anoka County Parks Department have been informed 
of 83 acres of land that has been offered up for sale adjacent to the Sandhill 
Crane Nature Area (SCNA). The agencies are exploring interest and options to 
obtain the property and are seeking input from the City of East Bethel as to its 
level of interest in purchasing the property and what resources the city would 
have available to do so. 
 
Grant monies may be available to pay for all or a portion of the property and 
maintenance could be the responsibility of one agency or a combination of 
agencies. The asking price for this property is $479,000. 
 
This could be a joint grant application with Anoka County, as Anoka County 
would like to partner with East Bethel. The question is which entity would 
maintain the property? East Bethel does not have much money to put toward the 
purchase cost, so a grant will be needed. 
 
Ms. Jefferson moved and Mr. Langmade seconded to partner with Anoka 
County to pursue a grant in order to purchase the 83 acres of land that has 
been offered up for sale adjacent to the Sandhill Crane Nature Area. Motion 
carried. 
 

6. Expansion 
of the Coon 
Lake Beach 
Community 

The Coon Lake Beach Community Center (CLBCC) has approached the City 
about expanding its parking lot to accommodate more vehicles and to reduce the 
number of on street parking spaces required. The proposed expansion will require 
removing a portion of the maintained grass area in the Coon Lake Beach Park.  
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Center 
Parking Lot 
 

The portion of maintained parkland that will be removed is owned by the 
CLBCC, but has been used as parkland since the development of the park. It also 
contains a cement picnic table pad, irrigation, flagpole, and an area with donation 
bricks. The CLBCC has stated it will cover the cost of moving the irrigation, 
flagpole, and donation bricks, as well as all parking lot upgrades. The cement 
picnic table pad could be left, due to lack of use. 
 
Staff is seeking direction from the Park Commission to allow the CLBCC to 
begin the process of its parking lot expansion. The CLBCC is wanting to do this 
project in the spring, so that is why it is looking for pricing now. 
 
Ms. Harvey expressed concern that the current proposed parking lot expansion 
plan only allows for a few extra parking spots and that cars will have to park 
closer to the parkland grassy area. She asked if parking curbs could be installed to 
prevent parking on the grass. Is the plan to take away the grassy knoll area and 
the tree located there? If so, how will the court slab be supported? Mr. Ayshford 
said a retaining wall or slope will be needed to support the court slab. Also, this 
expansion plan will provide for another whole row for parking cars. Permitting 
will be required for requested changes. It was noted that the parking lot is only 
full during big events, which is maybe 5-6 times a year.  
 
When the donation bricks are moved, Ms. Harvey asked that they be placed in the 
same order as now and, if possible, she would like the names on the bricks 
touched-up.  
 
The City owns the irrigation system and the CLBCC supplies the water. 
 
The Commission discussed the possibility of installing a fence to protect the 
parkland area; Mr. Ayshford is not in favor of having a fence installed. 
 
It was requested that a more defined plan be put together and that it be brought 
back before the Commission. 
 
Ms. Lachinski moved and Mr. Zimmerman seconded to table this item to the 
next meeting. Motion carried. 
 

7. Warming 
House 
Rental for 
2016-17 

For the 2015-16 ice skating season, the City of East Bethel rented a temporary 
warming house to be used at the outdoor rink. The warming house worked well 
and cost the City of East Bethel $1,375. The proposed 2016-17 rentals costs 
would remain the same, approximately $1,300-$1,400. The rental units are 
removed at the end of the hockey season and do not require anything for the 
remaining nine months. 
 
Other options include buying a temporary warming house, building a permanent 
warming house, or not providing a warming house besides the use of the indoor 
arena when available. 
 
The Commission noted that use of the outdoor rink has increased with having a 
warming house available.  
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Mr. Hoffman moved and Ms. Harvey seconded to approve the rental of a 
warming house for the outdoor rink at the East Bethel Ice Arena for the 
2016-17 season. Motion carried. 
 

8. Council 
Report and 
Other 
Business 

Tom Ronning, City Council Liaison reported the following Council actions: 
 
- Final Plat for Viking Preserve was approved.  
- Fillmore Street residents requested that the road be paved, but no sewer nor 
water be installed. 
- The Council heard a presentation on residency requirements in cities for Level 3 
sex offenders. 
- Sunrise Breakfast is at 7:30 am on October 13th. 
- The Town Hall meeting is November 17th. 
- MnDOT will give an informational presentation on Reduced Conflict 
Intersections (RCIs) at the Town Hall meeting.  
- Council passed the NE trail section of the Trail Plan that runs between Booster 
Park and Bataan St. NE. 
  

9. Adjourn Mr. Langmade moved and Ms. Harvey seconded to adjourn at 7:27 pm. 
Motion carried. 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Gail Gessner, Recording Secretary 
Submitted 10/23/16 
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Date: 
January 11, 2017 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Agenda Item Number: 
Item 4.0 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Agenda Item: 
2017 Athletic Field Requests 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Requested Action: 
Consider approval of field reservations for 2017 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Background Information: 
The City of East Bethel has received ballfield requests for regular weeknight use from 
Soderville/Blaine Athletic Association (SBAA), St. Francis Youth Baseball, and MN SnoCatz as 
well as two weekend tournaments. 
 
SBAA is requesting the use of fields 1-8 at Booster West and East from April 17 to July 22 four 
nights a week (M-Th) and a few Fridays and Saturdays. 
 
St. Francis Youth Baseball is requesting 2 fields a night on Tuesday’s and Thursday’s from April 
1 to July 21. 
 
MN SnoCatz is requesting 2 fields a night on Tuesday’s and Thursday’s from June 6 to July 20. 
 
At this time the City has received no other requests for weeknight use of ball fields and no 
conflicting weekend requests.  
 
Attachments: 
1)  SBAA 2017 Field Request Application 
2) St. Francis Youth Baseball Field Request Application 
3) Mn SnoCatz Request Application 
4) St. Francis Youth Baseball Tournament Request 
5) MN SnoCatz Tournament Request 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Fiscal Impact: 
The maintenance and field preparation costs typically incurred by the Public Works Department 
averages $6,500 annually. The current fee schedule reflects these costs in the reservation fees. 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Recommendation(s): 
Staff recommends that the Parks Commission consider the applications and work to 
accommodate the field requests.  
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
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Agenda Information 



Park Commission Action: 
 
Motion by: _______________   Second by: _______________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Vote Yes: _____     Vote No: _____ 
 
No Action Required:_____ 
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Date: 
January 11, 2017 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Agenda Item Number: 
Item 5.0 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Agenda Item: 
Lions Club 100th Anniversary 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Requested Action: 
Consider recommendation of potential projects for the East Bethel Lions 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Background Information: 
The Lions Club International is celebrating 100 years of service and the East Bethel Lions are 
seeking input from the Park Commission for Centennial Community Legacy Project ideas. 
 
A project budget has not yet been determined, but they are open to a wide range of ideas. 
 
Attachments: 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Fiscal Impact: 
 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Recommendation(s): 
 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Park Commission Action 
 
Motion by: _______________   Second by: _______________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Vote Yes: _____     Vote No: _____ 
 
No Action Required:_____ 
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* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Date: 
January 11, 2017 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Agenda Item Number: 
Item 6.0 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Agenda Item: 
Booster/Cedar Creek Trail Segment Discussion 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Requested Action: 
Consider recommending a direction for trail planning along the Booster East/Cedar Creek Trail 
Corridor 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Background Information: 
The East Bethel Park Commission has been in discussions about possible pedestrian/biking trail 
locations along the previously planned Booster East/Cedar Creek trail. A portion of that trail is 
being constructed with the Prairie Ridge Estates development. 
 
Residents from the adjoining neighborhoods have been invited to provide public input. 
 
Attachments: 
1. Map of Trail Segments 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Fiscal Impact: 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Recommendation(s): Informational Item 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Park Commission Action 
 
Motion by: _______________   Second by: _______________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Vote Yes: _____     Vote No: _____ 
 
No Action Required:_____ 

City of East Bethel 
Park Commission  
Agenda Information 
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* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Date:  
January 11, 2017 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Agenda Item Number: 
Item 7.0 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Agenda Item:  
Recommendations for Open Park Commission Seats 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Requested Action:  
Recommend to City Council Candidates for Three Park Commission Terms 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Background Information: 
Three Park Commission terms begin February 1, 2017 and expire January 31, 2020. The City has 
received letters from Tim Hoffman, Denise Lachinski, and Sue Jefferson expressing a desire to 
remain on the commission for another term. No other applications have been received.  
Attachments: 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Fiscal Impact:  
N/A 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Recommendation(s): 
Staff recommends extending the incumbent commissioners for another term. 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Park Commission Action 
 
Motion by: _______________   Second by: _______________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Vote Yes: _____     Vote No: _____ 
 
No Action Required:_____ 

City of East Bethel 
Park Commission  
Agenda Information 



 
 
 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Date:  
January 11, 2017 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Agenda Item Number: 
Item 8.0 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Agenda Item:  
Council Report and Other Business 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Requested Action: Informational 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Background Information: 
Staff and the Parks Commission will continue discussions on the future direction of the City’s 
Parks and projects with the City Council liaison Randy Plaisance. The purpose of this discussion 
will be to formulate goals and objectives for the park development program and to update the 
commission on issues currently before the City Council. 
 
Attachments: 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Fiscal Impact:  
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Recommendation(s):  
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Park Commission Action 
 
Motion by: _______________   Second by: _______________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Vote Yes: _____     Vote No: _____ 
 
No Action Required:_____ 

City of East Bethel 
Park Commission  
Agenda Information 
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