
City of East Bethel 
Economic Development Authority Agenda 
Regular Meeting – 7:00 p.m. 
Date:  November 21, 2016 

AGENDA 

Item 

7:00 PM 1.0 Call to Order 

7:01 PM 2.0 Adopt Agenda 

7:03 PM p. 2-4 3.0 October 17, 2016 Minutes 

7:04 PM p. 5 4.0 Discussion re:  Booster Day 

7:30 PM p. 6 5.0 Presentation by Jamie Barthel and Matt Salos – Professional 
Development and Workforce Training, Anoka Technical  
College 

8:00 PM p. 7-10 6.0       Business Activity Report 

8:10 PM 7.0     Chamber Update 

8:15 PM 8.0 City Council 

8:20 PM 9.0 Adjournment 
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EAST BETHEL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY MEETING 
October 17, 2016 

The Economic Development Authority (EDA) met for a regular meeting at East Bethel City Hall. 

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Julie Lux Oskar Granquist Steve Voss 
Brian Bezanson       Brian Mundle Doug Welter 

ABSENT:  Dan Butler, Chair 

ALSO PRESENT:  Colleen Winter, Community Development Director 
        Jack Davis, City Administrator 

1. Call to
Order 

Vice Chair Lux called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. 

2. Adopt
Agenda 

Mr. Voss moved and Mr. Mundle seconded to adopt the agenda as 
presented. Motion carried.  

3. Approve
9/19/16 
Minutes 

Mr. Welter moved and Mr. Mundle seconded to approve the September 19, 
2016 minutes as written. Mr. Bezanson abstained. Motion carried.  

4. Discussion
re: Booster 
Day 

Informational for discussion. 

Both Denise Lachinski’s last year as the Booster Day (BD) Coordinator and 
Diane Evenson’s last year as Parade Coordinator will be 2017. Troy Lachinski is 
the Treasurer and he plans to continue on with the committee. There needs to be 
a discussion about how BD will be managed in 2018 and beyond. EDA 
members were given meeting notes from the last BD meeting, a copy of the 
current insurance certificate, and a list of current responsibilities and some 
future ideas.  

Currently, the BD committee has no legal status, no by-laws, nor officers, so it’s 
unclear who appoints the next Coordinator. Stephanie Dorn is a current member 
on the committee that is interested in the Coordinator position. She has worked 
with vendors previously and is willing to work with Ms. Lachinski in 2017. The 
City needs to work with the BD Committee to become a 501C3 status (to be 
submitted jointly with the 501C3 HeartSafe in order to save on legal fees). Mr. 
Davis believes the City needs to define its role with BD. He reviewed the brief 
history regarding BD. Based on the last few years, average attendance for BD is 
around 2,500. 

The City of St. Francis runs it’s Pioneer Days through the Chamber of 
Commerce. Mr. Davis is unsure if the East Bethel Chamber will want to take on 
BD at this time, however, the City will be encouraging the Chamber to become 
involved in some aspect. The use of City funds for this type of expenditures is 
generally not considered an appropriate expenditure. There are exceptions, 
however, it is usually done through a donation to the EDA or Chamber. Mr. 
Voss believes Oak Grove Acorn Days has some group that runs that event. Once 
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EDA Minutes for October 17, 2016 Page 2 of 3 

the BD committee has a 501C3 status, the EDA will be asked to help with fund 
raising, then the donations will be considered tax-exempt.  

The City handles all of the Friday night activities. No city monies are allocated 
to the activities, however, quite a bit of staff time is used. Mr. Voss said it 
sounds like organization is needed at this time, not monetary help. Mr. Davis 
reported there is approximately $9,000 in the bank. Cost incurred last year was 
about $6,200. The biggest expenses are the tractor pull, fireworks, and 
advertising.  

Denise Lachinski will be invited to the next EDA meeting to share what help is 
needed for the committee. Mr. Welter noted that when the time comes, a city 
representative should be on the BD board in order to stay in touch with the 
needs of the committee. Mr. Davis noted that there are two Council members 
that are liaisons to the committee. Mr. Granquist believes a succession plan is 
needed and he would like to have a presentation done with the Chamber, since 
the Chamber has a lot of assets available to it and that the Chamber may end up 
being a big contributor to BD. Mr. Davis will notify members when the 503C1 
status is final. In addition to inviting Ms. Lachinski to the next meeting, Ms. 
Dorn and Chamber officers will also be invited. Mr. Welter will extend an 
invitation at the Chamber Board meeting next Tuesday. Mr. Voss said a big part 
of BD is volunteers. Mr. Welter said it will need to be clearly presented to the 
Chamber what is needed for volunteers and what help is needed. 

5. Update of
Upcoming 
Events 
- UpRiver 
Event 
- MNCAR 
Expo 

UpRiver Event is tomorrow morning at Blaine Sports Center; 87 real estate 
people RSVP’d for the event. Two East Bethel businesses made donations for 
this event – Viking Meadows donated four rounds of golf (cart included), and 
Beaver Brooks Sports Club donated a one year membership to the club. 

MNCAR Expo is November 9 at the Depot in Minneapolis. East Bethel’s booth 
is in a prime location. Most of the marketing materials have been delivered. Ms. 
Winter shared what East Bethel information is on the flash drives that will be 
given away. Mr. Welter asked what would be considered a success at this event. 
Ms. Winter said the number of people stopping at the booth and how many 
connections are made. A high-end wireless speaker will be given away for the 
business card drawing at the booth. All of the items to be given away have been 
purchased through local businesses. 

6. Business
Activity 
Report 

City Staff has assisted with or provided direct action on the following: 
• Assisted a new business – small engine repair, retail sales in locating to 18721
Highway 65 NE (former VanKirk Heating building) 
• Responded to a request from Greater MSP with information on two viable
parcels 
• Continued to work on marketing materials for UpRiver and MNCAR event
• Assisted new business expansion to 22350 Highway 65 NE
• Conducted interviews and selected WSB as Consultant for Comp Plan update
• Year to date new home construction permits – 28
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7. Chamber
Update 

Ms. Winter reported that the last event was the Sunrise Breakfast on October 13 
at Route 65 with 40-45 attendees. Keynote speakers were MNDOT on the study 
being done on Hwy 65, Jack Davis from City of East Bethel on service roads, 
and herself on the Comprehensive Plan.  

8. City
Council 
Update 

City Council liaison, Brian Mundle reported the following: 
• MnDOT presented and reviewed the study findings for the Hwy 65

corridor at the Roads Commission meeting. City Council will be
presented with a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU), a non-binding
contract that shows East Bethel has a large interest in the project. With
the City’s commitment, MnDOT can move forward with funding
options. If all goes as expected, the bidding process should start in late
2018. 

• For ordinance purposes, the Department of Corrections did a
presentation on the relocating of Level 3 sex offenders in cities. Council
will discuss this further at an upcoming work session meeting.

• Council was presented with a petition to pave Fillmore Street in
conjunction with paving the service road from Classic Commercial Park
to Viking Blvd.

• Two East Bethel residents will be recognized at the next Council
meeting – Leon Mager, who is a representative on the Sunrise River
Water Management Organization, for the 2016 Outstanding
Conservationist Award from the Anoka Conservation District, and
Minnesota Fresh Farm as the 2016 Anoka County Farm Family of the
Year award.

• Town Hall meeting will be on November 17 at 6:00 pm at the Senior
Center.

• Residents were reminded to vote in the November election.

City Council Mayor Steve Voss reported: 
• Council considered the Final Plat for Viking Preserve, a 48 home

development which is the first residential development in the sewer and
water district. This will be up for approval on Wednesday.

• MnDOT will be presenting information on the Hwy 65 corridor at the
Town Hall meeting. Mr. Voss wants the City to be more involved in the
planning/options process, not just be told what is the best option.

9. Adjourn Mr. Bezanson moved and Mr. Granquist seconded to adjourn at 7:55 pm. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Gail Gessner, Recording Secretary 
Submitted 10/23/16 
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* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Date: 
November 21, 2016 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Agenda Item Number: 
Item 4.0 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Agenda Item: 
Discussion regarding Booster Day – 2018 and beyond 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Requested Action: 
Information and discussion only 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Background Information: 
Denise Lachinski’s last year as the Booster Day Coordinator will be 2017.  Stephanie Dorn has 
graciously agreed to step in as Chairperson after 2017.  Both Denise and Stephanie will be 
present at the EDA to discuss the Booster Day event and how the EDA can work with the 
committee.    
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Attachments: 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Fiscal Impact:   
To be determined. 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Recommendation:   
To be determined. 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Economic Development Authority Action: 

Motion by: _______________ Second by: _______________ 

Vote Yes: _____ Vote No: _____ 

No Action Required: _____ 

City of East Bethel 
Economic Development Authority 
Agenda Information
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* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Date: 
November 21, 2016 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Agenda Item Number: 
Item 5.0 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Agenda Item: 
Presentation by Jamie Barthel and Matt Salos – Professional and Workforce Training – Anoka 
Tech and Community College systems 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Requested Action: 
Information only 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Background Information: 
The Anoka Technical College and Anoka Ramsey Community College has a Professional and 
Workforce Training department that works with employers on training and workforce 
development issues.  Jamie Barthel (Executive Director) and Matt Salos (Director of Training) 
will be present to discuss their highly successful programs.   
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Attachments: 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Fiscal Impact:   
Not applicable 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Recommendation:   
Information only 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Economic Development Authority Action: 

Motion by: _______________ Second by: _______________ 

Vote Yes: _____ Vote No: _____ 

No Action Required: _____ 

City of East Bethel 
Economic Development Authority 
Agenda Information
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* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Date: 
November 21, 2016 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Agenda Item Number: 
Item 6.0 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Agenda Item: 
Business Contact Report: October and November 2016 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Requested Action: 
Information only 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Background Information: 
City Staff has assisted with or provided direct action on the following: 

• Provided Greater MSP with additional information related to request 556
• Met with Cemstone who is considering an expansion
• Working with a Developer who is interested in a Mixed use  Commercial and Residential

project
• Attended and participated in UpRiver Event
• Attended  and participated in MNCAR event
• Spoke to two different development groups who have an interest in senior housing

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Attachments: 

1.) Report from 11-16-16 Council meeting 
2.) Piwik Analysis  

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Fiscal Impact:   
To be determined. 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Recommendation:   
No action required. 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Economic Development Authority Action: 

Motion by: _______________ Second by: _______________ 

Vote Yes: _____ Vote No: _____ 

No Action Required: _____ 

City of East Bethel 
Economic Development Authority 
Agenda Information
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* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Date: 
November 16, 2016 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Agenda Item Number: 
Item 7.0 B.1 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Agenda Item: 
MnCAR Expo 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Requested Action:  
Information Only 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Background: 
On Wednesday, November 9, 2016, Mayor Steve Voss, Dan Butler, City EDA President, and 
Colleen Winter attended the MnCAR Expo (Minnesota Commercial Association of Realtors) in 
Minneapolis.  This event is designed as a means for commercial realtors to connect with banks, 
developers and local governmental development departments.  The City had a display booth at 
this event to provide promotional materials and to answer questions relating to development 
opportunities in East Bethel.  

There were approximately 600 attendees at the event and of this number over 150 visited the 
East Bethel booth.  

Attendance at these events is a part of the City’s economic development marketing strategy. 
Contacts with commercial realtors are one of the ways the City maintains connection and 
interaction with those groups who are actively looking for development projects in East Bethel.  

Participation at these types of events enables the City to present economic and demographic data 
and site availability directly to realtors, developers and financial institutions and address their 
questions regarding, expansion and location potentials in the City.  

Attachments: 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Fiscal Impact:  
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Recommendation(s):  
No action required at this time 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

City of East Bethel 
City Council Meeting 
Agenda Information
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October 2016 Piwik Analysis 

35% of users viewed our site via mobile devices this month. 

Website visitors and pageviews over time ending in October. 

Most frequently viewed webpages this month 

Label 
Total 

Pageviews 
Bounce 

Rate 
 East Bethel, MN - Official Website 1858 49% 
 East Bethel, MN 1051 49% 
Building Inspections & Permits 207 48% 
City Council 152 46% 
Elections 116 44% 
Residents 92 40% 
City Code 81 23% 
City Maps 62 43% 
City Government 60 0% 
Agendas & Minutes 57 30% 
Fire 57 60% 
GIS 53 21% 
Community Development 48 75% 
Administration 40 40% 
Planning Commission 33 0% 
Departments 31 29% 
Public Works 30 33% 
Police 28 65% 
Recycling Events 28 75% 
East Bethel Booster Day 27 63% 
Senior Resources 27 27% 
Economic Development Authority 26 33% 
About East Bethel 25 40% 
Parks & Recreation 25 11% 
Planning Division 25 0% 

Searches within our Site this month 
Searched # of searches 

cst 7 
search 6 
hours 5 
mayor 4 
garage 3 
gis 3 
how big of a detached garage can 
i build 3 
hunters inn 3 
hunting 3 
police 3 
vote 3 
voting 3 
zoning map 3 
absentee 2 
candidates 2 
cats 2 
city council 2 
city council members 2 
coon lake 2 
early voting 2 
haunted trail 2 
interactive map 2 
office hours 2 
recycling 2 
septic 2 
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Most Downloaded Documents from our Website 
Document # of times downloaded this month 

East Bethel Resident Guide 167 
Accessory Structure Pamphlet 100 
Amended 2014 Zoning Map 54 
Permit Application for Electrical Permit 48 
Permit Application for Accessory Structure 39 
Quick Reference Guide for the Firearm Ordinance 37 
Quick Reference Guide for the Sewage Treatment Ordinance 37 
Zoning map 31 
Mechanical HVAC or Water Heater Permit Application 27 
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By Ryan Howard

Government

Spending, business growth covered in forum
Published October 21, 2016 at 7:47 am

Photos by Ryan Howard 
Mayoral candidate Brian Hile, who is deaf, signs to an interpreter during the Lakes Area Business Association’s Forest Lake city candidate forum Oct. 11 as fellow candidates
Ben Winnick and Mark Finnemann look on.

About 50 people crowded into the Forest Lake City Center’s council chambers Oct. 11 to watch the Lakes Area Business Association’s Forest Lake
municipal candidate forum. In the first direct face-off between the candidates, voters saw a group of candidates with many of the same goals for
Forest Lake’s future, but with different ideas for how to accomplish them.

〉〉Read more 2016 election coverage.

Though there are no official tickets in the Forest Lake city elections, it’s the second election year in a row in which voters and campaigns have
coalesced around one or more groups of candidates associated together. This year, many voters who approve of the general direction and
decisions of city government in the last two years, with its focus on conservative budgeting and tax rate management, have rallied around what
has unofficially been nicknamed “The WWA Team”: Councilman Ben Winnick for mayor and Councilman Richard Weber and Planning
Commissioner Bruce Anderson for the two open council seats. Meanwhile, many voters unhappy with some of the council’s decisions since the
2014 election – including a couple of public safety layoffs and some controversial interactions with the Forest Lake Area School District – have
supported former Economic Development Authority member Mark Finnemann for mayor and Mara Bain and Airport Commissioner Sam Husnik
for the council. Four other candidates are unaffiliated with either group: frequent candidate Brian Hile is running for mayor again, and John
Bodine, Melanie Castellano-Swanson and Thomas Glenn are running for council (Swanson and Glenn did not attend the forum).

Growth

Much of the night’s questions – curated from audience suggestions – related to business growth in Forest Lake, as well as furthering the
development of the community as a whole. The first question from moderator Dave Engelking was what are the best accomplishments to occur in
the city over the last few years, and the answers led to some quick distinctions between the candidates.

While most agreed that the new YMCA is an asset, candidates like Weber, Winnick and Hile said they were opposed to the way the facility was
brought to town. Air Force veteran Weber and businessman Winnick have been outspoken in the past about their desire for a referendum on the
city contributing money and land to the project, while Hile said that the city could have saved money and resources by considering Wyoming’s
desire to land the facility. The WWA candidates praised the council’s efforts to watch the budget and provide financial transparency as recent
accomplishments – including a code change requiring a public referendum for projects that cost 80 percent or more of what the city’s annual
budget does.

“Now we have some checks and balances,” Weber said, later telling the crowd that “We brought the power back to the people.”

The other candidates listed a variety of other improvements. Western National executive Bain spotlighted residential growth, businessman Bodine
praised the Forest Lake Area Schools facilities project, businessman Husnik appreciated parks and trails improvements and Hile complimented
street repairs. Finnemann, however, said that most of the progress that has been made in Forest Lake recently has come from before the current
council makeup.

“The last two years, we’ve basically been sitting on our hands,” the architect said.
EDA Packet - page 11
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When discussing future growth, most candidates were in agreement: attracting new and different kinds of businesses to Forest Lake’s inherent
strengths is key. Bain and Weber agreed on the importance of revitalizing Forest Lake’s downtown, which has seen less growth in recent years
than the areas around Broadway and the Interstate 35 bridge. Bodine, along with a few other candidates, argued that the city can make itself more
attractive by having a better relationship and making better partnerships with the school district. He added that as a hub community, the city
should reach out and develop partnerships with surrounding cities, too.

“There’s seven cities involved in this (district),” he said. “We’re dealing with more than Forest Lake.”

Winnick hoped for an expansion of high speed internet and the creation of a technology park, while Hile touted a plan to build city-owned
apartments that would generate additional revenue. Anderson, a paramedic, wanted to add more community amenities but said his big idea is to
create or attract a major event to Forest Lake, comparing the effect to the effect South Williamsport, Pennsylvania, sees from the Little League
World Series – “where in two weeks they can make a year’s work of income,” he said.

When charged with finding specific ways to spur commercial growth, the candidates proposed a variety of solutions. Assuring the audience that
attracting businesses and jobs to the community is his top priority, Bodine praised the current development of a destination marketing
organization in Forest Lake, asserting that an aggressive, targeted marketing of Forest Lake’s attractions and amenities will spur more outside
tourism and people interested in living or starting a business in Forest Lake, in turn increasing the demand for commercial and job growth. Husnik
said the city needed to focus on promoting its amenities, including new ones like the soon-to-be-paved airport runway. On commercial growth,
Winnick praised the growth of Custom Mold, which was attracted to Forest Lake via tax abatement, and said that the city should be responsive to
individual business concerns rather than taking a one-size-fits-all approach.

City Council candidate Mara Bain (center) speaks during the Lakes Area
Business Association’s Forest Lake city candidate forum Oct. 11. Also
pictured are candidates Bruce Anderson (left) and John Bodine.

Bain and Finnemann criticized the city’s current Economic Development Authority, with Finnemann claiming that the group is “idle” and both
arguing that the body should put a bigger focus on setting goals and reaching out to businesses to sell the community.

Spending and cuts

Discussion of how to grow the community often dipped into discussion of the city’s recent budget decisions and tax levies. Weber said he’s heard
from many residents who have moved to town or stayed in Forest Lake because the council has kept taxes under control, while Winnick said the
council’s scrutiny of the budget is an example of responding to resident concerns. On the other side, Bain said that reasonable growth initiatives
rather than focusing on budget cuts will help the taxpayer and the community in the long run by growing the tax base, which reduces the tax
burden on individual payers.

“Taking something that is zero and making it into a tax resource – that is a … conservative position,” she said.

The conversation returned every now and then to the city’s layoffs of fire inspector Bruce Wightman and patrol officer Max Boukal, with
particular focus on the police decision. Finnemann argued that partial crime statistics for the year show that crime has gone up in Forest Lake
since Boukal was laid off, while Hile said that the city should have looked toward alternate revenue streams if it felt that the police budget was
driving taxes too high.

“People’s lives are in our hands, and it’s most important,” Hile, who is deaf, said through a sign language interpreter.

Bain and Bodine focused on remarks from some council members over the last year that Police Chief Rick Peterson was the person who selected
the layoff after the council asked for a budget cut, arguing that since such a large amount of the police budget is either personnel related or
inflexible, it was unreasonable for the council to expect anything other than a layoff when asking for a reduction. Husnik said laying off a police
officer seemed counterintuitive, as he believes police needs will only continue to grow.

“We have a population increase going on all the time,” he said. “Why are we cutting police?”

Though Winnick is the only council member who voted to lay off Boukal who is running in this year’s municipal election, Anderson and Weber
both argued along with him that the cut was motivated by a desire to keep the public safety budget under control, not to hurt the Police
Department. Weber said that the entire current council holds public safety “sacrosanct” and Anderson asserted that no one running for office is
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anti-police, while Winnick pointed out that even though individual department budgets have been cut, the city budget overall has been going up
the last couple of years as the council has responded to needs.

“I think we have a much more efficient and a much more responsive government right now,” he said.

The Forest Lake Chamber of Commerce held a second city candidate forum Oct. 18 at the Forest Lake City Center (after press time), and the Lakes
Area Business Association is holding a School Board candidate forum at the city center from 7-9 p.m. Oct. 25. The Oct. 11 forum can be viewed in
full on Lakes Area Community Television or online at latvten.com. The station has made plans to broadcast both of the remaining forums as well.

Filed Under: 2016 election, 2016 election Forest Lake 
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