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7:00 PM   1.0 Call to Order 

 

7:02 PM  pg. 1 2.0 Adopt Agenda 

 

7:03 PM  pg. 2-5 3.0 Approval of Meeting Minutes 

    September 27, 2016 – Regular Meeting 

 

7:05 PM  pg. 6-11 4.0 Farm Animals IUP/Public Hearing 

    22350 Bataan St NE, PID# 03-33-23-32-0002, Rural Residential 

 

7:15 PM  pg. 12-40 5.0 Northway Motor Sports Site Plan 

 

7:30 PM  pg. 41-42 6.0 WSB presentation – Comp Plan update  

 

8:45 PM  pg. 43-78 7.0  Sign Ordinance discussion  

 

8:55 PM   8.0 City Council Report 

 

8:58 PM   9.0  Other Business  

 

9:00 PM   10.0  Adjournment  



 
EAST BETHEL PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING 

September 27, 2016 
 
The Planning Commission met for a regular meeting at 7:00 pm at East Bethel City Hall. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Randy Plaisance, Chair  Sherry Allenspach, Vice Chair  
 Glenn Terry  Tanner Balfany 
 Lorraine Bonin Lou Cornicelli 
 
ABSENT:   Eldon Holmes  
  
ALSO PRESENT:  Colleen Winter, Community Development Director 
 Tim Harrington, City Council Liaison 
 
1. Call to Order Chair Plaisance called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.  

 
2. Adopt Agenda Mr. Balfany moved and Mr. Cornicelli seconded to approve the agenda as 

presented. Motion carried. 
 

3. Approval of 
8/23/16 Minutes  

Mr. Balfany moved and Mr. Cornicelli seconded to approve the 8/23/16 
minutes as written.  

4. Proposed 
Predator 
Residency 
Restriction 
Ordinance/Public 
Hearing 

Repeat predatory offenders present an extreme threat to the public safety of a 
community as a whole, and especially to children. Some communities have 
adopted Ordinances limiting where convicted sex offenders can live in an 
effort to further protect the safety and welfare of community residents. At the 
last regular Planning Commission meeting there was a discussion regarding 
this matter and staff was directed to put together an Ordinance that limits 
where Predatory offenders can reside. 
 
Ms. Winter shared that Jack Davis spoke with the Anoka County Police liaison 
who said a gentleman from the Anoka Department of Corrections would be 
willing to speak to the different commissions and City Council if there was an 
interest. Ms. Winter noted that many surrounding communities have a similar 
ordinance in place. 
  
Two maps were viewed, one had shading showing where kids convene, i.e. 
day cares, schools, churches, etc. (Level 3 predators are not allowed within 
2,000’ of these places) and it had unshaded open areas. The second map had 
shading corresponding to bus stops; the whole map was solidly shaded. 
 
Chair Plaisance opened the public hearing at 7:07 pm. Hearing no comments, 
the public hearing was closed at 7:08 pm. 
 
It was asked if this type of ordinance is legal and has it be tested for legality. 
Ms. Winter said there is a debate on legality between various legal councils. 
She did not know of any place where it has been tested/questioned. The East 
Bethel City Attorney has not reviewed nor commented on the ordinance at this 
time. Mr. Terry said he prefers to go with an ordinance, even if the legality of 
such an ordinance is questionable, Mr. Balfany agreed. 
If a person is a level 3 offender and desiring to move to a specific city, the city 
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is notified of the offender’s intent to move there. State statute addresses where 
offenders can and cannot reside. 
 
Ms. Allenspach moved and Mr. Terry seconded to recommend approval 
of the proposed ordinance restricting the residency of predatory offenders 
to the City Council and asked that the City Attorney review said 
ordinance. Motion carried. 
 

5. Viking 
Preserve Final 
Plat 
 
 

Final Plat Viking Preserve Planned Unit Development, Zoning R1, R2, and 
CC. 
Developer: Shaw Trucking 
Location: Southern Boundary – Viking Blvd NE (CSAH 22), Western 
Boundary – Jackson St., Northern Boundary - Taylor St./City owned property, 
Eastern Boundary – private property 
Proposal: 48 single family lots in a Planned Unit Development 
Zoning: R1 (single family), R2 (one and two family), and CC (City Center) 
 
The Preliminary Plat for Viking Preserve, a single family residential Planned 
Unit Development was originally approved by the City Council on December 
4, 2013. Since that time there have been modifications to the Plat due to 
comments received from the Army Corps of Engineers regarding wetland 
modification and other outside agencies. On March 25, 2014, the Planning 
Commission did review a Revised Preliminary plat and recommended 
approval to the City Council. The City has met with the Developer several 
times and the Developer has never formally requested that the Final Plat be 
approved. The City Council did however approve a Memorandum of 
Understanding with the Developer on April 1, 2015 and that MOU allowed the 
Developer to complete grading and lot correction for the eventual Viking 
Preserve plat. Due to the lag time, a new public hearing and Preliminary Plat 
was scheduled and held at last month’s Planning Commission meeting. Per the 
Planning Commission recommendation, the City Council approved the 
Preliminary Plat at their regular meeting on September 7, 2016. As part of the 
review process several outside agencies submit their comments and the City 
works with the Developer to incorporate those changes into the Final Plat and 
as part of the Developers Agreement. Any permits that are required from 
outside agencies, such as stormwater permitting, access permits, etc. are the 
responsibility of the Developer. Based on previous comments, the proposed 
Plat has been revised as follows: 
• This layout provides 48 single family lots. Original project had 60 lots. 
• Developer is proposing to stop the street construction for Taylor Street just 
beyond our intersection with 193rd Lane. This greatly reduces their wetland 
issue, as we believe we can fall under 1⁄2 acre of impact. Developer no longer 
proposing any future homes beyond the proposed Lot 25, so public access will 
not be necessary. 
• There may be space to create a small berm along the south side of Block 1 
along Viking Boulevard, otherwise buffer to Viking Boulevard will be 193rd 
Lane and future plantings. 
 
• Proposed ponding areas are indicated.  
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• Developer will continue to provide Outlot C as a buffer and recognize the 
need to preserve existing trees. 
• Developer proposing to dedicate the additional 15 feet of right of way, to 
satisfy Anoka County Highway Department. 
• Sidewalks and trail planned in the development 
• Park dedication fee will be required 
 
Ms. Winter stated that there have been no changes from the Preliminary Plat 
previously reviewed.  
 
Mr. Terry moved and Mr. Balfany seconded to approve the Final Plat 
Viking Preserve Planned Unit Development. Ms. Winter asked that the four 
conditions provided be read in the motion. Mr. Balfany moved and Mr. 
Cornicelli seconded to amend the previous motion to include the following 
conditions:  1) City Engineer approval, 2) Anoka County highway 
department approval, 3) Approval of all requirements as outlined in 
Chapter 66 – Subdivisions, and 4) Enter into a Developer’s Agreement 
with Shaw Trucking. Motion carried. 
 

6. Comprehensive 
Plan Update 

Ms. Winter reported that WSB Consultants have been hired to assist with the 
Comp Plan and that WSB representatives will be at the next Planning 
Commission meeting. The Planning Commission will be heavily involved with 
the writing of the new Comp Plan. 
 
There have been some discrepancies with Met Council numbers for sewered 
vs. unsewered for the population; the City is working through those numbers. 
 
The application Mysidewalk is a link (that soon will be listed on the City 
website) where residents can leave comments for the City.  
 
The Comp Plan must be completed by December 31, 2018. The hope is to 
have it complete by March 2018 to allow plenty of time for the six month 
review process. A timeline will be available at the next meeting. 
 

7. City Council City Council liaison, Tim Harrington reported the following: 
 
- November 17 is the Town Hall meeting 
- Council approved Resolution 2016-43  
- Council set the levy budget for 2017 at 1.7% 
- Council approved Viking Preserve Preliminary Plat 
- Council approved Prairie Ridge Final Plat 
- Council approved Ponds of Hidden Prairie temporary easement agreement 
- Council approved the WSB Contract Proposal for the Comprehensive Plan 
- Council approved reinstating the employee recognition program for years of 
service 
- Fire Department Open House is Oct. 6 from 5-7:30 pm at Station #1 

8. Other 
Business 

October 13 is Sunrise Breakfast meeting 
October 26 is meet the candidates forum at City Hall 
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9. Adjourn Mr. Balfany moved and Ms. Bonin seconded to adjourn at 7:28 pm. 

Motion carried. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Gail Gessner, Recording Secretary 
Submitted 9/28/16 
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City of East Bethel 
Planning Commission 
Agenda Information 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Date: 
November 15, 2016 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Agenda Item Number: 
Item 4.0 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Agenda Item: 
Public Hearing: Interim Use Permit to keep Farm Animals 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Requested Action: 
Consider Granting an Interim Use Permit (IUP) for Nick and Rachael Nelson to keep Farm 
Animals 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Background Information: 
Owner/Property Location: 
Nick and Rachael Nelson 

 22350 Bataan St NE 
East Bethel, MN 55011 
PIN: 033323320002 
Zoning: Rural Residential 
 
The Nelsons are requesting an IUP to keep farm animals – 4 dwarf goats, 2 horses and up to 4 
chickens on their property.  The Nelsons purchased the property in June 2016 and the original 
owners of the property had four horses.  The fencing is up and the stable is already built, and there 
is also a smaller fenced in area for the dwarf goats.  Total pasture land is 3.0 acres. The chickens 
will be housed in a chicken coop and there will be no roosters on the property.  The coop will be 
located 125 feet away from the nearest property line.  The lot size is 4.75 acres and the property is 
zoned Rural Residential.   
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Zoning Code Sections: 
Chapter 10. Article V – Farm Animals  
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Recommendation(s): 
City Staff is requesting the Planning Commission recommend approval to the City Council of an 
IUP for keeping of 2 horses, up to 4 dwarf goats(22 inches in size), and 4 chickens to Nick and 
Rachael Nelson, located at 22350 Bataan St NE, 033323320002, Rural Residential with the 
following conditions: 
 

1. An Interim Use Permit Agreement must be signed and executed by the applicants and the 
City. 

2. Applicants must comply with City Code Section 10. Article V. Farm Animals.  
3. Permit shall expire when: 

a. The property is sold, or 
b. Non-compliance of IUP conditions   
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4. Property owner shall have thirty (30) days to remove the approved domestic farm animals 
upon expiration of the IUP. 

5. Conditions of the IUP must be met no later than January 7, 2017.  IUP will not be issued 
until all conditions are met. Failure to meet conditions will result in the null and void of the 
IUP. 

6. The IUP shall be for a term of three (3) years at which time the applicant will be required to 
re-apply for an IUP. 

7. Property will be inspected and evaluated annually by city staff. 
 
Attachments: 
1. Attachment #1 – Draft of potential IUP 
2. Attachment #2 – Aerial photo of the property 
3. Attachment #4 – Aerial photo of the location of the property within East Bethel 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Planning Commission Action: 
 
Motion by:  Second by:    
 

Vote Yes: Vote No:
 

 

No Action Required: 
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CITY OF EAST BETHEL 
ANOKA COUNTY, MINNESOTA 

INTERIM USE PERMIT (IUP) AGREEMENT 
 
 
 

Dated:    November 15, 2016    
 
Property Owner/Applicant: Nicholas and Rachael Nelson 
         
Parcel Location:  22350 Bataan St NE 

Anoka County 
    East Bethel, MN 55011 
 
Parcel Number:  03-33-23-32-0002    
 
Present Zoning District: RR-Rural Residential  
     
 
IUP REQUEST:  to allow for an interim use permit for the purpose of owning and caring 
for no more than 6 chickens at 22350 Bataan St NE, East Bethel, Minnesota 55011. 

 
PLANNING COMMISSION ACTION 

 
A public hearing was held by the Planning Commission of the City of East Bethel on 
November 15, 2016, at which all persons interested were given an opportunity to be 
heard. The Planning Commission recommended approval of the IUP with conditions. 

CITY COUNCIL ACTION 

The City Council considered the matter at its meeting on December 7, 2016 and approved 
the IUP with conditions. 

 
CONDITIONS AND REQUIREMENTS 

 
The granting of this IUP is subject to the following conditions and requirements: 
 

1. An Interim Use Permit Agreement must be signed and executed by the applicants 
and a notary.  

2. Applicants must comply with City Code Section 10. Article V. Farm Animals.  
3. Permit shall expire when: 

a. The property is sold 
b. The IUP expires, or 
c. Non-compliance of IUP conditions   

4. Property owner shall have thirty (30) days to remove the approved domestic farm 
animals upon expiration of the IUP. 

IUP-16-22 

Item 4.0, attachment 1
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 2 

5. Conditions of the IUP must be met no later than September 1, 2016.  IUP will not 
be issued until all conditions are met. Failure to meet conditions will result in the 
null and void of the IUP. 

6. The IUP shall be for a term of three (3) years, expiring on July 6, 2019, at which 
time the applicant will be required to re-apply for an IUP. 

7. Property may be inspected and evaluated annually by city staff. 
 

 
ACCEPTANCE 

 
The undersigned property owners hereby accept the foregoing conditions and agreed to 
be bound thereby. 
 
PROPERTY OWNERS:    
    
_____________________________   ___________________________ 
Nicholas Nelson     Rachael Nelson 
         
STATE OF MINNESOTA  ) 
     ) ss. 
COUNTY OF                          ) 
 
On this _____ day of ______________, 2016, before me a notary public, personally 
appeared Nicholas and Rachael Nelson who signed the foregoing instrument and 
acknowledged said instrument to be the free act and deed of the City. 
 
 
       _____________________________ 

Notary Public 
 
 
 
THIS INSTRUMENT WAS DRAFTED BY: 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 
CITY OF EAST BETHEL 
2241 – 221ST AVENUE NE 
EAST BETHEL, MN 55011 
763-367-7840 
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22350 Bataan St NE

© WSB &September 28, 2016
 

Map Powered by DataLink
 from WSB & Associates

1 in = 3,009 ft

±

Parcel Information
PIN: 033323320002
Acres: 4.75
Owner Name: CASHIN JIM L
Address1: 22350 BATAAN ST NE
Addres 2: EAST BETHEL, MN 55011

Zoning: RR
Shoreland: null
Legal: N1/2 OF SE1/4 OF NW1/4 OF SW1/4 OF
SEC 3 TWP 33 RGE 23; EX RD; SUBJ TO EASE OF
REC

Site Address1: 22350 BATAAN ST NE
Site Addres 2: EAT BETHEL, MN 55011-9523

Item 4.0, attachment 2
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22350 Bataan St NE

September 28, 2016
 

Map Powered by DataLink
 from WSB & Associates

1 in = 94 ft

±
Parcel Information
PIN: 033323320002
Acres: 4.75
Owner Name: CASHIN JIM L
Address1: 22350 BATAAN ST NE
Addres 2: EAST BETHEL, MN 55011

Zoning: RR
Shoreland: null

Legal: N1/2 OF SE1/4 OF NW1/4 OF
SW1/4 OF SEC 3 TWP 33 RGE 23; EX
RD; SUBJ TO EASE OF REC

Site Address1: 22350 BATAAN ST NE
Site Addres 2: EAT BETHEL, MN 55011-9523
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* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Date: 
November 15, 2016 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Agenda Item Number: 
Item 5.0 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Agenda Item: 
Northway Motor Sports Site Plan Application, 21429 Ulysses St NE, B-2 Central Business  
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Applicable Code Sections: 
Appendix A – Zoning, Section 4-12 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Requested Action: 
Recommend approval of the Site plan to City Council. 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Background Information: 
Classic Construction, Inc. (General Contractor) is proposing to build an addition to the 
office/shop/warehouse for Northway Sports, owner Dan Richards (KBDD properties), the location being 
21429 Ulysses St NE.   
Existing Land Use 
- The site is 2 acres in size and Northway Sports is a retailer of motorcycles, ATV’s and other outdoor 

motor vehicles.  Their business is growing and they need to expand.   
- Adjacent land uses – North – office suite building; South – Bar/restaurant; East – Highway 65; West 

– vacant land/test track.   
 
Proposed Use – 6,800 square foot expansion on to their existing building. 
 
Site Requirements 
Northway Sports is required to adhere to the following and must comply with city code regarding: 
Lighting; parking; exterior storage, screening; signage; building; utilities; grading, and landscaping.   
Site Plan Comments: 
- Lighting – LED downward facing lighting is proposed for the site.    
- Parking – meets the required allocated parking spaces for office and warehouse. 
- Signage – utilize existing signage 
- Landscaping, sign plans, architectural standards, and grading plans have been reviewed and 

comments have been forwarded to Classic Construction (General Contractor). 
- Building plans have been submitted as required.   
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Attachments: 
Attachment 1 - Building Plan Sheets 
Attachment 2 - Location  
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Fiscal Impact: 

City of East Bethel 
Planning Commission 
Agenda Information 
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Unknown 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Recommendation(s): 
Recommend that the Planning Commission approve the Site plan as presented and forward to the City 
Council for their approval subject to: 

• Compliance with the requirements of all applicable City ordinances 
• Building and fire code approval  

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Planning Commission Action: 
 
Motion by: _______________    Second by: _______________ 
 
Vote Yes: _____     Vote No: _____ 
 
No Action Required: _____ 
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© WSB &November 8, 2016
 

Map Powered by DataLink
 from WSB & Associates

1 in = 94 ft

±

Parcel Information
PIN: 083323340014
Acres: 2
Owner Name: KBDD PROPERTIES LLC
Address1: 21429 ULYSSES ST NE
Addres 2: EAST BETHEL, MN 55011

Zoning: B-2
Shoreland: Null
Legal: LOT 2 BLOCK 5 OAKWOOD TRAILS

Site Address1: 21429 ULYSSES ST NE
Site Addres 2: EAT BETHEL, MN 55011-9523
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* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Date: 
November 15, 2016 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Agenda Item Number: 
Item 6.0 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Agenda Item: 
WSB Comp Plan presentation  
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Requested Action: 
Discussion only 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Background Information: 
Consultant planners Eric Zweber and Karina Heim of WSB & Associates will present the first in 
a series of eight meetings with the Planning Commission to discuss and guide the development 
of East Bethel’s 2040 Comprehensive Plan. All communities in the seven-county metro area are 
required by the Metropolitan Council to update their comprehensive plans by the year 2018. 
Plans must address existing and future land uses, housing planning, infrastructure planning, and 
plan implementation.  
The purpose of this first meeting is to provide a broad overview of the purpose and goals of a 
comprehensive plan, introduce Met Council requirements, and discuss growth and economic 
development strategy direction with the Planning Commission and City Council. Both the 
Planning Commission and City Council have been invited to participate in this first meeting to 
provide an opportunity to discuss planning goals and strategies collaboratively early in the 
process. Staff will also present a summary of the updated planning schedule, including the 
upcoming Town Hall Meeting on Thursday and the Community Visioning Session to be held in 
January. 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Attachments: 
Attachment 1 - Comprehensive Plan Schedule  
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Fiscal Impact: 
Unknown 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Recommendation(s): 
This is the first in a series of meetings, no decisions need to be made at this time.  
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Planning Commission Action: 
 
Motion by: _______________    Second by: _______________ 
 
Vote Yes: _____     Vote No: _____ 
 
No Action Required: _____ 

City of East Bethel 
Planning Commission 
Agenda Information 

Page 41 of 78



Ci
ty

 o
f E

as
t B

et
he

l C
om

pr
eh

en
siv

e 
Pl

an
 S

ch
ed

ul
e 

(u
pd

at
ed

 1
0.

5.
20

16
) 

M
ee

tin
g 

D
at

e 
Ti

m
e 

Pu
rp

os
e 

Pl
an

ni
ng

 C
om

m
iss

io
n 

#1
 (k

ick
of

f, 
jo

in
t w

ith
 

Ci
ty

 C
ou

nc
il)

 
N

ov
 1

5,
 2

01
6 

7:
00

 –
 8

:3
0 

pm
 

In
tro

du
ct

io
n,

 V
isi

on
 &

 S
ch

ed
ul

e 

Fa
ll 

To
w

n 
H

al
l M

ee
tin

g 
N

ov
 1

7,
 2

01
6 

6:
00

 –
 9

:0
0 

pm
  

In
tro

du
ce

 c
om

p 
pl

an
 to

 th
e 

pu
bl

ic 
 

Co
m

m
un

ity
 V

isi
on

in
g 

M
ee

tin
g 

Ja
n 

12
, 2

01
6 

6:
30

 –
 8

:3
0 

pm
 

In
tro

du
ce

 C
om

p 
Pl

an
 &

 In
te

ra
ct

iv
e 

Vi
sio

ni
ng

 E
xe

rc
ise

s 
Pl

an
ni

ng
 C

om
m

iss
io

n 
#2

 
Ja

n 
24

, 2
01

6 
7:

00
 –

 8
:3

0 
pm

 
Re

vi
ew

 V
isi

on
in

g 
&

 D
ra

ft 
G

oa
ls 

Pl
an

ni
ng

 C
om

m
iss

io
n 

#3
 

Fe
b 

28
, 2

01
7 

7:
00

 –
 8

:3
0 

pm
 

D
en

sit
y 

&
 H

ou
sin

g 
O

ve
rv

ie
w

 
Ci

ty
 C

ou
nc

il 
M

ar
 1

5,
 2

01
7 

7:
00

 –
 8

:3
0 

pm
 

Re
vie

w 
Vi

sio
ni

ng
 &

 D
ra

ft 
Go

al
s 

Pl
an

ni
ng

 C
om

m
iss

io
n 

#4
  

M
ar

 2
8,

 2
01

7 
7:

00
 –

 8
:3

0 
pm

 
La

nd
 U

se
 S

ce
na

rio
s 

1:
 T

w
o 

D
en

sit
ie

s 
Su

nr
ise

 B
re

ak
fa

st
 

Ap
r 2

0,
 2

01
7 

8:
00

 a
m

 
G

at
he

r C
om

m
en

ts
 fr

om
 B

us
in

es
s 

Co
m

m
un

ity
 

To
w

n 
H

al
l m

ee
tin

g 
Ap

r 2
0,

 2
01

7 
6:

00
 –

 9
:0

0 
pm

 
In

te
ra

ct
iv

e 
Pu

bl
ic 

Ac
tiv

iti
es

 &
 F

ee
db

ac
k 

O
pp

or
tu

ni
ty

 
Pl

an
ni

ng
 C

om
m

iss
io

n 
#5

  
Ap

r 2
5,

 2
01

7 
7:

00
 –

 8
:3

0 
pm

 
La

nd
 U

se
 S

ce
na

rio
s 

2:
 C

ho
os

e 
fro

m
 T

hr
ee

 S
ce

na
rio

s 
Pl

an
ni

ng
 C

om
m

iss
io

n 
#6

 
Ju

n 
27

, 2
01

7 
7:

00
 –

 8
:3

0 
pm

 
La

nd
 U

se
 &

 In
fra

st
ru

ct
ur

e 
Bo

os
te

r D
ay

s 
Ch

am
be

r e
ve

nt
 

Ju
l 1

4,
 2

01
7 

11
am

 –
 6

pm
 

Ch
am

be
r G

ol
f E

ve
nt

 
Bo

os
te

r D
ay

s 
Ju

l 1
5,

 2
01

7 
10

 a
m

 –
 2

 p
m

 
Pu

bl
ic 

In
vi

ta
tio

n 
to

 L
an

d 
Us

e 
O

pe
n 

H
ou

se
 

Co
on

 L
ak

e 
Im

pr
ov

em
en

t D
ist

ric
t 

Au
g 

9,
 2

01
7 

7:
00

pm
 

D
isc

us
s 

Se
w

er
 &

 W
at

er
, C

oo
rd

in
at

e 
w

ith
 Ju

ris
di

ct
io

ns
 

Pu
bl

ic 
O

pe
n 

H
ou

se
 

Au
g 

22
, 2

01
7 

6:
30

-8
:3

0 
pm

 
In

vi
te

 C
om

m
en

t o
n 

D
ra

ft 
La

nd
 U

se
 M

ap
 

Ci
ty

 C
ou

nc
il 

Se
p 

6,
 2

01
7 

7:
00

 –
 8

:3
0 

pm
 

Re
vie

w 
Dr

af
t L

an
d 

Us
e 

M
ap

 
Pl

an
ni

ng
 C

om
m

iss
io

n 
#7

 
Se

p 
26

, 2
01

7 
7:

00
 –

 8
:3

0 
pm

 
Re

vi
ew

 D
ra

ft 
La

nd
 U

se
 M

ap
 &

 Im
pl

em
en

ta
tio

n 
Su

nr
ise

 B
us

in
es

s 
Br

ea
kf

as
t 

O
ct

 1
9,

 2
01

7 
8:

00
am

 
G

at
he

r F
ee

db
ac

k 
fro

m
 B

us
in

es
s 

Co
m

m
un

ity
 

To
w

n 
H

al
l M

ee
tin

g 
N

ov
 1

6,
 2

01
7 

6:
00

 –
 9

:0
0 

pm
 

G
at

he
r P

ub
lic

 F
ee

db
ac

k 
on

 D
ra

ft 
La

nd
 U

se
 M

ap
 

Pl
an

ni
ng

 C
om

m
iss

io
n 

#8
 

N
ov

 2
8,

 2
01

7 
7:

00
 –

 8
:3

0 
pm

 
Re

vi
ew

 D
ra

ft 
Co

m
pr

eh
en

siv
e 

Pl
an

 
Ci

ty
 C

ou
nc

il 
D

ec
 2

0,
 2

01
7 

7:
00

 –
 8

:3
0 

pm
 

Re
vie

w 
Dr

af
t C

om
pr

eh
en

siv
e 

Pl
an

 
Pl

an
ni

ng
 C

om
m

iss
io

n 
Pu

bl
ic 

H
ea

rin
g 

Ja
n 

23
, 2

01
8 

7:
00

 –
 8

:3
0 

pm
 

Co
nd

uc
t P

ub
lic

 H
ea

rin
g 

&
 R

ec
om

m
en

d 
Ap

pr
ov

al
 to

 
Co

un
cil

 
Ci

ty
 C

ou
nc

il 
Fe

b 
21

, 2
01

8 
7:

00
 –

 8
:3

0 
pm

 
Pr

el
im

in
ar

y 
Ap

pr
ov

al
 o

f C
om

p 
Pl

an
 &

 A
ut

ho
riz

e 
M

et
 

Co
un

cil
 S

ub
m

itt
al

 
Ite

m
 th

at
 a

re
 h

ig
hl

ig
ht

ed
 a

re
 te

nt
at

iv
e 

da
te

s 
an

d 
tim

es
. 

Item 6.0, attachment 1

Page 42 of 78



 
 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Date: 
November 15, 2016 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Agenda Item Number: 
Item 7.0 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Agenda Item: 
Sign Ordinance discussion  
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Requested Action: 
Discussion only 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Background Information: 
In recent months the City has received many inquiries regarding the use of electronic LED signs 
as a means to advertise businesses.  The current sign ordinance does not address the new 
electronic display signs and there are some other issues with the sign ordinance.  City staff would 
like to begin the discussion of modifying the existing ordinance.  Attached are ordinances from 
several other communities.   
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Attachments: 
Attachment 1 - Summary  
Attachment 2 – Ham Lake 
Attachment 3 – Fridley 
Attachment 4 – Spring Lake Park  
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Fiscal Impact: 
Unknown 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Recommendation(s): 
This is the first in a series of meetings, no decisions need to be made at this time.  
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Planning Commission Action: 
 
Motion by: _______________    Second by: _______________ 
 
Vote Yes: _____     Vote No: _____ 
No Action Required: _____ 

City of East Bethel 
Planning Commission 
Agenda Information 
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Looking at the: 
1) Sign ordinances 
2) Electronic signs or led displays 
3) Height 
 

Electronic Signs or LED display Sign Ordinances 

Blaine 

 
Zoning, 34.07 A, 2, HH 
1) Readerboards. 

a) Signs included within this section must meet all the requirements of 
this ordinance. 

b) A minimum display time of four (4) seconds for each message within 
the frame of the sign is required. 

c) All displays must include and utilize an automatic dimming 
mechanism that allows the display to adjust brightness to 
accommodate a brighter light intensity during daylight and dimmer 
light intensity after dusk.  (Amended 05-04-06.  Ord. 06-2095). 

 

Columbia Heights 

 
Left message with Planner Elizabeth Holmbeck at (763) 706-3673 
(8) Dynamic LED signage. 
(a) Regulations. Dynamic LED signage is allowed as a conditional use in those 
zoning districts specified in this code. All dynamic LED signage is subject to 
the following conditions: 
1. Dynamic LED signs are allowed only on monument signs for conditionally 
permitted uses in all zoning districts, with the exception of the PO, Public 
District, in which LED signage may be utilized in existing pylon signs. Motor 
fuel stations may display dynamic LED signs as part of the pylon sign to 
promote motor fuel prices only. Such motor fuel price signs do not require a 
conditional use permit. All dynamic LED signs may occupy no more than 60% 
of the actual copy and graphic area. The remainder of the sign must not have 
the capability to have dynamic LED signs, even if not used. Only one, 
contiguous dynamic display area is allowed on a sign face. 
2. A dynamic LED sign may not change or move more often than once every 
ten seconds for commercial, industrial uses, or public uses, and no more 
than once every ten minutes for religious and/or educational institution 
uses, except one for which changes are necessary to correct hour-and-
minute, date, or temperature information. 
3. A display of time, date or temperature information may change as 
frequently as once every five seconds, however information displayed not 
relating to the date, time or temperature must not change or move more 
often than once every ten seconds for commercial, industrial uses, or public 
uses, and no more than once every ten minutes for religious and/or 
educational institution uses. 
4. The images and messages displayed must be static, and the transition 
from one state display to another must be instantaneous without any special 
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effects. Motion, animation and video images are prohibited on dynamic LED 
sign displays. 
5. The images and messages displayed must be complete in themselves, 
without continuation in content to the next image or message or to any 
other sign. 
6. Dynamic LED signs must be designed and equipped to freeze the device in 
one position if a malfunction shall occur. The displays must also be equipped 
with a means to immediately discontinue the display if it malfunctions, and 
the sign owner must immediately stop the dynamic display when notified by 
the city that it is not complying with the standards of this section. 
7. Dynamic LED signs may not exceed a maximum illumination of 5,000 nits 
(candelas per square meter) during daylight hours and a maximum 
illumination of 500 nits (candelas per square meter) between dusk to dawn 
as measured from the sign's face at maximum brightness. Dynamic LED signs 
must have an automatic dimmer control to produce a distinct illumination 
change from a higher illumination level to a lower level for the time period 
between one-half hour before sunset and one half-hour after sunrise. 
8. Dynamic LED signs existing on the effective date of Ordinance 1593, 
passed April 25, 2011, must comply with the operational standards listed 
above. An existing dynamic LED sign that does not meet the structural 
requirements may continue as a non-conforming sign subject to § 9.105(E). 

Ham Lake 
 
See attached. 
 

Fridley 

 
See attached.  
 
1) Electronic Message and/or Dynamic Sign provided: 

a) Message does not change more than once every eight (8) seconds. 
b) Message shall never flash or have motion that may distract vehicular 

traffic. 
c) Luminance levels must comply with the following: 5,000 nits in the 

daytime hours and not more than 500 nits in the evening nighttime 
hours. 

 

Spring Lake Park 
 
See attached. 
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Ham Lake City Code 
Article 11 

 16 

Council.  The City may revoke a permit if the fence is not properly 
constructed, used or maintained. 

 
11-300  GENERAL PROVISIONS APPLICABLE TO ALL SIGNS AND 
DEFINITION  A “sign” shall mean any device designed to attract attention to a 
particular object or activity. 
 

Substitution Clause:  In the body of the following article, references may 
be made to specific messages that may appear on a particular sign, 
Notwithstanding such references, nothing in this code shall be deemed to 
limit the message that may appear on any sign described in this code, and 
any message may be substituted for any specific content characterized 
below, so long as the size, number of signs and other required physical 
characteristics of the sign are compliant with this code.  The use of 
specific content references is intended only to serve as an example of 
what types of content typically appear on various signs, but does not limit 
content to those examples. 

 
11-310  Regulations Common to all Signs 

11-310.1  Locations  No sign shall be permitted within ten (10) feet any 
public right-of-way, or in any location which interferes with sight lines for 
motorists or pedestrians in a manner which could be inimical to public 
safety.  No sign shall be permitted upon any public or private utility 
easement unless the benefited party under such easement has granted 
written consent for the sign. 
 
11-310.2  Permits Required  Except as exempted under Article 11-350, 
no sign shall be erected unless a permit shall have first been obtained 
from the City.  The City’s building official shall issue permits for all signs, 
except that any sign proposed to be located in any commercial or 
industrial district may, if referred by the building official, be reviewed by 
the Planning Commission and the City Council.  Sign review shall be 
limited to commentary on sign aesthetics, and no regulation of sign 
content shall be permitted or attempted.  The building official may also, in 
his or her discretion, refer any other application for a sign permit for 
Planning Commission review and City Council action.  If a sign for which a 
permit is obtained is not properly completed within one year after the date 
of the permit, the permit shall be deemed expired. 
 
11-310.3  Maintenance  The party to whom a sign permit is issued shall 
be responsible to maintain the sign at all times, both in terms of structural 
integrity and physical appearance.  Maintenance shall include, without 
limitation, the avoidance of faded coloring, cracked or peeling paint, 
visible rust, broken fixtures, cracked or broken masonry, malfunctioning or 
non-functioning electrical components, untrimmed, dead or dying 
landscape vegetation, or unrepaired vandalism.  The failure of a permittee 
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Ham Lake City Code 
Article 11 

 17 

to correct an improperly maintained sign within thirty days of written notice 
from the City shall be grounds for the City to revoke the sign permit. 

 
11-320 Standards in Commercially Zoned Districts 
The following standards shall be followed for all signs located in areas zoned 
CD-1, CD-2, CD-3, CD-4, I-P, I-1, or GF. 
 

11-320.1  Construction  Except as specifically excluded by this code, all 
signs shall be constructed in conformance  with standards prescribed by 
the Uniform Building Code and by the 1991 edition of the Uniform Sign 
Code.  These standards include, without limitation, structural 
requirements, specifications for materials, seismic and wind loads, glass 
and plastic usage and specifications, electrical wiring specifications and 
other requirements. 
 
11-320.2  Height of Freestanding Signs  No portion of any freestanding 
sign shall exceed twenty-five feet in height, as measured from the highest 
elevation of ground level beneath the sign footprint. Berms or hills created 
to artificially increase the natural or normal elevation of ground level 
beneath the sign shall be disregarded in computing sign height. 
 
11-320.3  Height of Signs Affixed to Buildings  No portion of any sign 
which is affixed to a building (including a sign placed upon an awning) 
shall exceed the parapet height of the building, or, if there be no parapet, 
then the eaves of the building. 
 
11-320.4  Configuration of Lettering  No lettering on any sign shall 
exceed thirty-six inches in height. All lettering shall be in aesthetic 
proportions to the sign perimeter or surrounding structures.  Except where 
necessary to display a logo or trademark, lettering shall be uniform in style 
for each sign or common sets of signs. 
 
11-320.5  Moving Parts  Except for changeable copy lettering and 
electronic readerboard images, no sign shall contain moving parts 
designed to attract attention to the sign.  Moving parts, such as access 
panels, which are a component of the functional aspects of the sign are 
permissible. 
 
11-320.6 Maximum Size  
a) No sign shall be permitted which contains more than one Hundred 
(100) square feet, or 200 square feet if two-sided.  Where more than one 
sign or element of signage is proposed for a given real estate parcel of 
record, the aggregate square footage of all signage on the parcel shall not 
exceed three hundred (300) square feet.  The area of a sign shall be 
computed using the outside perimeter which reasonably borders or 
encompasses the sign content, including all lettering or imagery. 
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b) If a building contains multiple tenants, each tenant may be allotted 
a pro-rata share of the permitted square footage allowed on that parcel for 
a freestanding sign or signs, as determined by the sign owner.  In addition 
to signage on a freestanding sign, individual tenants of a multi-tenant 
building may have signage affixed to the front of their occupied space 
building that is of a size of up to 10% of the square footage of the front of 
the occupied space, but not to exceed 100 square feet.  The front of the 
occupied space shall be considered to be the area on the side of the 
building containing the main entrance to the tenant space that is 
obtained by multiplying the building height times the width of the actual 
space occupied by the tenant. 
c) Notwithstanding the foregoing, if a commercial building has a 
corner consisting as two wall surfaces each facing a separate public road, 
then in addition to the wall signage allowed on the main entrance side, a 
total of 100 square feet of wall signage may be permitted on the side that 
does not contain the main entrance, to be allocated by the landlord 
among the tenants.  The “main entrance side” shall be the wall surface 
that contains the greater number of tenant entrances. 
(d) If a commercial building with a single tenant has a corner consisting 
as two wall surfaces each facing a separate public road then in addition to 
the allowed 300 square feet, an additional 100 square feet of total signage 
will be allowed. 
 
11-320.7  General Sign Aesthetics  All sign owners shall be encouraged 
to construct signs in which signage intensity, color schemes, images, 
dimensions and construction materials are generally compatible with 
buildings, nearby land usages, and reflect a reasonable balance between 
aesthetics and the need to provide advertisement of a particular subject or 
object.  Any sign constructed of materials blended with the ground 
surface, such as a monument sign, shall be accompanied by 
complementary landscaping. 
 
11-320.8  Illumination  No illumination shall be permitted in connection 
with any sign which creates any danger to public safety, or which casts 
light or images which interfere with the quiet enjoyment of adjacent or 
nearby residential property. 
 
11-320.9  Affixed Building Signs  Affixed Building Signs are letters that 
are either directly affixed or attached to a track on one or more walls of 
the building from which the business operates.  Such letters may not be 
painted on the wall, but must be constructed of a durable and color-fast 
material, and constructed in manner where individual letters are affixed to 
the wall by usage of glue, fasteners, or a combination thereof. Letters of 
such signs may be up to thirty-six inches in height.  The area of such a 
sign shall be computed by drawing an imaginary line around the perimeter 
of the lettering, which line shall be located six inches above the highest 
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elevation of any letter; six inches beneath the lowest elevation of any 
letter; and six inches on either side of the letters furthest to the left and 
right as one faces the sign.  The area of this rectangle shall be deemed to 
be the area of the Affixed Building Sign, and shall count against the 
maximum sign areas noted in Article 11-320.6 (a, b, or c).  Lettering may 
not protrude above the roof or parapet of any building, nor may lettering 
protruded beyond the corner of a building. 
 

 11-320.10 Temporary Signs  The Zoning Official may issue permits for 
temporary signs in any commercially zoned district, such as portable 
signs, provided that the temporary signs are used for no more than thirty 
(30) consecutive days, and on no more than three (3) occasions per year 
per business. 

 
11-320.11 Special Events  The Zoning Official may issue permits for 
temporary signs designed for usage in connection with special events, 
such as holidays, initial business grand openings, or civic events.  Such 
temporary signs may include inflatable devices, pennants, hand-painted 
banners, searchlights, streamers or the like.  No such temporary sign shall 
be in use for more than thirty (30) days in the case of civic events, or more 
than seven (7) days for all other events.  City sponsored civic events are 
exempt from this provision. 
 
11-320.12  Construction Signs  The building official may issue permits 
for temporary construction signs.  Such signs shall not exceed thirty-two 
(32) square feet, and shall be limited to one sign facing each road which 
abuts the lot upon which construction is taking place.  Such temporary 
signs may remain in place for up to one year. 
 

11-330  Standards in R-A Zoning Districts 
The standards for signs in the R-A Zoning District shall be identical to those 
found in Article 11-320, except that no sign shall exceed fifty (50) square feet in 
area, and no sign shall exceed fifteen (15) feet in height. 
 
11-340  Standards in Specific Residential Districts 
No signs shall be permitted in any area zoned R-1, R-M, R-AH, PUD, RS-1 or 
RS-2 except for temporary signs that are no greater than six square feet in size, 
except that Neighborhood Monument Signs as defined in Article 11-350.4 of this 
code may be up to 40 square feet in size, as measured on the perimeter of the 
border of the message displayed (excluding structural components of the sign).  
Only one sign may be placed on a residential lot, except that if it is a corner lot 
with two road frontages, one sign may be permitted facing each road.  Such 
signs may be in place for no more time than is necessary to accomplish the 
intended purpose of the sign.  A single “monument” or other sign erected by a 
neighborhood association or land developer may be placed on private property 
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at any road entrance to the neighborhood, provided that the sign is maintained 
by the property owner on whose parcel the sign is placed. 
 
11-350  Exempt or Partially Exempt Signs  The following categories of signs 
shall be permitted in accordance with the standards or requirements noted 
below. 

11-350.1  Small Signs  No permit or regulation shall be required for signs 
of less than two (2) square feet, provided that the attaching of such signs 
to utility poles or otherwise within public right of way without the written 
permission of the easement or fee owner shall be prohibited. 
 
11-350.2  No Permit or Regulations Not Applicable  The following items 
shall not require permits and shall not otherwise be considered “signs” or 
“signage” for the purposes of code regulation: 

a)  Signs or lettering affixed to the inside of a window, comprising 
not more than 30% of the window area; 

b)  On-premise signs affixed to a building and comprising less than 
four (4) square feet; 

c)  Signs located entirely within the interior of a building; 

d)  Signs erected by or at the direction of any governmental 
authority, or which are required by law to exist, such as warning 
beacons or devices. 

e)  Signs for which regulation has been preempted by State Law, 
such as Minnesota Statutes Chapter 211B.045 (election year 
signage). 

11-350.3  Temporary Neighborhood Signs  Signs meeting the criteria of 
Article 11-340 shall not require permits. 

11-350.4  Neighborhood Monument Signs  A “Neighborhood Monument 
Sign” is a sign that is erected by a residential subdivision developer or 
owner’s association at the time of marketing and construction of the 
subdivision.  Neighborhood Monument Signs shall be constructed of 
materials requiring little or no ongoing maintenance, such as masonry.  No 
portion of any Neighborhood Monument Sign shall be located closer than 
ten feet from any road right-of-way.  No Neighborhood Monument Sign 
shall be permitted unless, as a part of the development agreement for the 
subdivision, a reasonable system for ongoing maintenance of the sign is 
provided, at no cost or expense to the City.  Further, the development 
agreement shall provide that if the sign is not properly maintained, the City 
may, upon reasonable notice to the residents of the neighborhood, come 
upon the property upon which the sign sits and remove the signage. 
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11-360  Administration and Miscellaneous Provisions 

11-360.1  Non-Conforming Signs  Existing signs which do not conform 
to the provisions of this code, meaning signs which were legally in 
existence as of the effective date of this Article 11-300 et seq., shall be 
recognized as legal usages unless the sign is abandoned, meaning that 
the sign is destroyed or rendered incapable of conveying its message, 
and such state continues uncorrected for twelve consecutive months. 

11-360.2  Permit Procedures 
a)  Permit Application 

 Applications for permits shall be reviewed by the building official.  
Application for permits shall be made upon forms provided by the City and 
shall state or have attached thereto the following information, if required 
by the building official. 
 
i) The names, addresses, and telephone numbers of the applicant, 

the owner of the parcel on which the sign is to be erected or 
affixed, the owner of the sign, and the person to be erecting or 
affixing the sign. 

ii) Type of sign. 
iii) Type of construction materials to be used. 
iv) Location of building, structure or parcel to which, or upon which, 

the sign is to be attached or erected. 
v) Position of the sign or other advertising structures in relation to the 

nearest buildings, structures, public streets, right-of-ways and 
property lines, along with location and square footage areas for all 
existing signs on the same premises.  The drawing showing such 
position shall be prepared “to scale”; 

vi) If illuminated, method of illumination shall be outlined in 
accordance with illumination standards.  

vii) Blueprint or ink drawing of the plans and specifications, and 
method of construction or attachment to the building or in the 
ground, including all dimensions, footings, locating all light sources, 
wattage, type and color of lights and details of any light shields or 
shades. 

viii) Copy of stress sheets and calculations, showing the structure is 
designated for dead load and wind velocity in the amount required 
by this and all other ordinances of the City. 

ix) Site plan and landscaping plan. 
 
b)  Permit Fees  Permit fees shall be established from time to time by 
ordinance adopted by the City Council. 
 
11-360.3 Severability  Article 11-300 shall be deemed in all respects 
severable, such that if any portion of this article shall be found 
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FRIDLEY CITY CODE 

CHAPTER 214.  SIGNS 
(Ref. 318, 330, 344, 382, 438, 666, 672, 799, 837, 860, 913, 1171, 1233, 1267, 1323) 

 

214.01. PURPOSE 

 

The purpose of this Chapter is to protect and promote the public health, safety and general 

welfare of the City of Fridley through the establishment of a comprehensive and impartial set of 

regulations governing the erection, display and use of signs serving as a visual media to persons 

upon public or private properties. These regulations are intended to provide an opportunity for 

effective communication, allow a reasonable freedom of choice and promote a concern for the 

visual amenities on those people designing, displaying, erecting or utilizing signs while at the 

same time assuring that the public health, safety and general welfare of the City is preserved. 

 

214.02. DEFINITIONS 

 

The following words and terms, wherever they occur in this Chapter, are defined as follows and 

shall apply in its interpretation and application: 

 

1. Abandoned Sign. 

 

A sign which no longer correctly advertises a bona fide business, lessor, owner, activity, use or 

product available on the premises where the sign is displayed for a continuous period of more 

than three (3) months. 

 

2. Address Sign. 

 

A sign consisting of numbers or numbers and a street name, identifying the address of a building. 

 

3. Advertising Sign. 

 

A sign which is used to advertise products, goods, uses or services. 

 

4. Alteration. 

 

Any major change to a sign structure or the change of a sign face, excluding routine 

maintenance, of an existing sign. (Ref 1233) 

 

5. Area Identification Sign. 

 

A sign which identifies the name of a neighborhood, a residential subdivision, a multiple 

residential complex or a business or industrial area. 

 

6. Banners And Pennants. 

 

A temporary sign constructed of cloth, canvass, paper, plastic film or light 

fabric. 
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7. Bench Sign. 

 

A sign which is attached to a bench. 

 

8. Billboard.  

 

A sign advertising a business, product, service, use or entertainment which is conducted, sold or 

offered somewhere other than on the premises where the sign is located. 

  

9. Changeable Sign, Automatic. 

 

An electronically controlled sign, including a time, temperature or date sign, or a message center 

or a readerboard, where different message changes are shown on the same panel. 

  

10. Changeable Sign, Manual. 

 

A sign on which the message is changed manually. 

 

11. Construction Sign. 

 

A temporary sign erected at a construction site identifying the project. It may include the name 

of the architect engineer, contractor, financier or other information about the project. 

 

12. District. 

 

A zoning district as defined in Chapter 205, Zoning, of the City Code. 

 

13. Electronic Message or Dynamic Sign 

 

Programmable electronic message board, and/or programmable illuminated sign. 

 

14. Flashing Sign. 

 

An illuminated sign which has intermittent flashing lights, revolving beacons, zip flashers or 

exhibits a noticeable change in color or light intensity. 

  

15. Free Standing Sign. 

 

A sign which is securely attached to the ground and not attached to any part of a building or 

structure. 

 

16. Governmental Sign. 
 

A sign which is erected by a governmental unit for the purpose of directing or guiding traffic or 

providing public information. 

 

17. Illuminated Sign. 
 

A sign which is illuminated by an artificial light source. 
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18.  Information Sign. 

 

A sign giving information or directions to employees, visitors or delivery vehicles and containing 

no advertising. An information sign may display the name, address or identifying symbol of the 

business. 

 

19. Institutional Sign. 

 

A sign which identifies a public or private institution including churches, schools, hospitals and 

medical clinics. 

 

20. Interstate 694 Corridor (Ref Ord 1233) 

 

Any commercial, industrial, or S-2 redevelopment property immediately adjacent to Interstate 

694 right-of-way. 

 

21. Motion Sign. 

 

A sign which revolves, rotates, has moving parts or gives the illusion of motion. 

 

22. Nonconforming Sign, Legal. 

 

A sign which lawfully existed prior to the adoption of this Chapter, but does not comply with all 

requirements of this Chapter.  

 

23. Nonconforming Sign, Illegal.  

 

Any sign in any district which was constructed in violation of any requirements of this Chapter, 

and is not a legal nonconforming sign. (Ref 837) 

 

24. Permanent Sign. 

 

A sign constructed of materials including plastic or metal that are durable and easily maintained, 

and which is intended to be used for an indefinite period of time. Signs painted directly on 

structures, wood or wood products are not authorized or included in this definition. 

 

25. Personal Expression Sign. 

 

A sign which expresses an opinion or feeling of an individual or group and which its principal 

purpose, is not for the promotion of any good or service. (Ref. 860) 

 

26. Political Sign. 

 

A temporary sign advertising election issues or the candidacy of a person running for public 

office. 
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27. Porta-panel. 

 

A portable sign, mounted on wheels and used for commercial as well as civic promotions. 

 

28. Projecting Sign. 

 

A sign, attached to a wall, that projects perpendicular from a building or structure. 

 

29. Real Estate Sign. 

 

A temporary sign erected for the purpose of selling, leasing or promoting real estate. 

 

30.  Roof Sign. 

 

A sign which is erected, constructed or attached above the roof line of a building, except where 

the roof is an extended facade or mansard. 

 

31. Rummage/Garage Sale Sign. 

  

A temporary sign which advertises or directs the public to the, sale of used merchandise, sold 

from a private residence. 

 

32. Shopping Center/Multiple Use Building. 

 

A building planned and developed for multiple occupancy whether as a commercial or industrial 

use. 

 

33. Sign. 

 

A painted panel, lettered board, series of letters or symbols or other display, and any supporting 

structure used to advertise, direct, identify, inform or convey a message to anyone who views it. 

 

34. Sign Area. 

 

The area of a sign, including the border and the surface which bears the advertisement. In the 

case of messages, figures or symbols attached directly to any part of a building or sign structure, 

it is that area which is included in the smallest geometric figure which can be made to 

circumscribe the message, figure or symbol. 

 

35. Sign Area, Maximum. 

 

The maximum allowable sign area for a single faced free standing sign refers to that single 

facing. When a free standing sign has multiple faces, then the maximum allowable sign area 

doubles. 

 

36. Sign Structure. 

 

Any structure which supports or is capable of supporting a sign, but not including a building to 

which a sign is attached. 
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37. Temporary Sign. 

 

Any sign fabricated of paper, plywood, fabric, or other light, impermanent material.  Including 

but not limited to (Ref 1233): 

 

A. A sign with wheels removed. 

 

B. A sign with chassis or support constructed without wheels. 

 

C. A or T frame signs. 

 

D. Signs temporarily or permanently attached to the ground, a structure, or other signs. 

 

E. A sign mounted on a vehicle for advertising purposes, parked, and visible from public 

right-of-way, except signs identifying the business when the vehicle is being used for 

normal day to day business operations. 

 

F. Menu and sandwich boards. 

 

G. Searchlight stands. 

 

H. Hot air or gas-filled balloons or umbrella’s used for advertising. 

 

I. Banners. 

 

38. Wall Graphic. 

 

A graphic design or decorative mural, not intended for identification or advertising purposes, 

which is painted directly on the exterior surface of a building. 

 

39. Wall Sign. 

 

A sign which is attached to the wall of a building or structure. 

 

40. Window Sign. 

 

A sign attached to the inside of a window for the purpose of viewing from outside the building. 

This term does not include merchandise located in a window. 

 

214.03. GENERAL PROVISIONS FOR ALL DISTRICTS  

 

The following provisions shall apply to Sections 214.04 through 214.07. Any sign shall be 

constructed in such a manner and of such material that it will be safe and substantial. Nothing in 

this Chapter shall be interpreted as authorizing the erection or display of any sign not now 

permitted under Chapter 205 of the City Code. 

Item 7.0, attachment 3

Page 56 of 78



Fridley City Code Chapter 214  Section 214.05.5.A. 

 

 

214.04. SIGNS PROHIBITED IN ALL DISTRICTS 

 

1. Any permanent signs, other than governmental signs, erected or displayed upon any right of 

way or public property. 

 

2. Any signs or wall graphics that contain words or pictures of obscene, pornographic or 

immoral character. 

 

3.  Any signs painted directly on buildings. 

 

4. Any signs which by reason of size, location, movement, content, coloring or manner of 

illumination may be confused with the light of an emergency or road equipment vehicle, a traffic 

sign, signal or device or which hides from view any traffic sign, signal or device. 

 

5. Any projecting signs. 

 

6. Any motion signs. 

 

7. Any flashing signs. 

 

8. Any signs located within a corner vision safety zone as defined in Chapter 205. 

 

214.05. SIGNS ALLOWED IN ALL DISTRICTS, WITHOUT A SIGN PERMIT UNLESS 

OTHERWISE SPECIFIED  

 

1. Address Signs.  

 

Each dwelling, business or building must have a minimum of one (1) address sign, that is a 

minimum of three and one-half (3-1/2) inches high and a maximum of twenty-four (24) inches 

high. The sign must be illuminated or reflective and visible from the public right of way. 

 

2. Bench Signs. 

 

Displayed only at bus stops and cannot be any larger than or extend beyond any portion of the 

bench. 

 

3. Flags. 

 

Shall be displayed as outlined in Title 36, Section 173-378 of the United States Code, State Flag 

and Corporate Flag. 

 

4. Governmental Signs. 

 

5. Informational Signs. 

 

Provided they meet the following requirements: 

 

A. A maximum size of four (4) square feet in area. 
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B. A minimum distance of ten (10) feet from any property line or driveway. 
 

6. Institutional Signs. 
 

By sign permit provided they meet the following requirements: 
 

A. Free standing signs.  One (1) per development. 
 

(1) A maximum size of thirty-two (32) square feet in area (except as provided in Section 

214.05.6.A.(2). 
 

(2) A maximum size of eighty (80) square feet in area is allowed per development 

provided the following criteria can be met: 
 

a. Signs over thirty-two (32) square feet shall be placed a minimum of fifty (50) feet 

from any neighboring residentially zoned property (not including a residential site 

an institution is located upon). 

b. Signs shall be placed so illuminated sign face is perpendicular to adjacent 

roadways. 

c. Sign shall not create a glare that will impact adjacent residential properties. 
 

(3) A maximum height of twenty-five (25) feet above the finished ground grade. 
 

(4) A minimum height of ten (10) feet from the bottom of the sign to the finished ground 

grade within twenty-five (25) feet of a driveway or a corner vision safety zone. 
 

(5) A minimum distance of then (10) feet from any property line or driveway (except as 

defined in Code Section 214.05.6.A.(2)a. 

 

B. Electronic Message and/or Dynamic Sign provided: 

1. Message does not change more than once every eight (8) seconds. 

2. Message shall never flash or have motion that may distract vehicular traffic. 

3. Luminance levels must comply with the following:  5,000 nits in the daytime 

hours and not more than 500 nits in the evening nighttime hours. 

 

C. Wall Signs.  The total sign area shall not exceed fifteen (15) times the square root of the 

wall length on which the sign is to be placed. 
 

D. Temporary Signs. 
 

(1) May be displayed for a period of fourteen (14) days after a permit is issued by the 

City.  Such signs shall be restricted to one per tax parcel/development at any one 

time.  The number of permits issued per year for a single or multiple use 

buildings/shopping centers shall be based upon the number of businesses within 

said building as follows: 
 

Number of Businesses Maximum Number of Permits Allowed 

1-5 2 

6-10 4 

11-15 6 

16+ 8 

Item 7.0, attachment 3

Page 58 of 78



Fridley City Code Chapter 214  Section 214.06.1.A.(5) 

 

(2) The use of such sign by businesses within the building shall be the responsibility of 

the property owner or designated manager.  All temporary sign permit applications 

must be signed by said property owner or designated manager before processing can 

begin. 

 

(3) All temporary signs shall be located on the property on which the business is located.  

Such signs shall be located a minimum distance of ten (10) feet from any property 

line or driveway so as not to interfere with pedestrian or vehicular traffic. 

 

(4) Prior to the issuance of a permit, a deposit of $200.00 in the form of a certified check 

or money must be provided to the City.  Said deposit will be refunded only if the sign 

is removed by noon of the next business day after the permit period expires. 

 

E. A hospital emergency sign may be a maximum of 100 square feet in area. 

 

7. Personal Expression Sign. 

 

Provided they meet the following requirements: 

 

A. A maximum size of thirty-two (32) square feet in area per sign. 

 

B. A maximum of three signs per tax parcel. 

 

C. A maximum distance of ten (10) feet from any property line or driveway. 

 

D. The sign is erected by the owner of the property upon which it is located, or the tenant 

with the permission of the owner. (Ref. 860) 

 

214.06. TEMPORARY SIGNS ALLOWED IN ALL DISTRICTS WITHOUT A SIGN 

PERMIT 

 

1. Construction Signs.  

 

A. Multiple Developments.  Construction signs may be erected for the purpose of 

identifying a development of ten (10) or more dwellings, ten (10) or more manufactured 

homes, three (3) or more multiple dwellings, or a building consisting of three (3) or more 

businesses or industries, with the following restrictions: 

  

(1) One (1) sign per street frontage. 

 

(2) A maximum size of fifty (50) square feet in area per development. 

 

(3) Located no closer than 100 feet to a building outside the development. 

  

(4)  A minimum distance of ten (10) feet, from any property line or driveway. 

 

(5)  To be removed upon completion of the construction. 
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B. Other Developments. 

 

(1) One (1) sign per building. 

 

(2) A maximum size of six (6) square feet in area. 

 

(3) A minimum distance of ten (10) feet from any property line or driveway. 

 

(4) To be removed upon completion of the construction. 

 

2. Real Estate Signs. 

 

A. Multiple Developments. Real estate signs may be erected for the purpose of selling, 

leasing or promoting development of ten (10) or more dwellings, ten (10) or more 

manufactured homes, three (3) or more multiple dwellings or a building consisting of 

three (3) or more businesses or industries, with the following restrictions: 

 

(1) One (1) sign per street frontage. 

 

(2) A maximum size of fifty (50) square feet in area per development. 

 

 (3) Located no closer than 100 feet to a building outside of the development. 

 

(4) To be removed when the project is ninety-five percent (95%) sold or leased. 

 

(5) A minimum distance of ten (10) feet from any property line or driveway. 

 

B. Other Developments. 

 

(1) One (1) sign per building. 

 

(2) A maximum size of six (6) square feet in area. 

 

(3) To be removed within five (5) days following the sale or lease of the building. 

 

(4) A minimum distance of ten (10) feet from any property line or driveway. 

 

(5) "Open House" signs are allowed only during the day of the open house. 

 

3. Political Signs. 

 

A. A maximum size of thirty-two (32) square feet in area. 

 

B. To not be placed until 46 days before a special or regular election. 

(Ref Ord 1267) 

 

C.  To be removed within ten (10) days following the election. 
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D. All political signs must be placed a minimum distance of ten (10) feet from a street curb 

and ten (10) feet from any driveway. 

 

4. Rummage/Garage Sale Signs. 

 

A. A maximum size of three (3) square feet in area. 

 

B. To be removed within three (3) days following the sale. 

 

214.07. SIGNS ALLOWED WITH A SPECIAL USE PERMIT  

 

1. Billboards. 

 

214.08. SPECIFIC DISTRICT REQUIREMENTS   

  

In addition to those signs allowed in all districts, the following signs are allowed in each specific 

district and shall be regulated as to type, size, and setback according to the following 

requirements. 

 

214.09. TYPES, SIZES, AND SETBACKS FOR R-1 AND R-2 RESIDENTIAL DISTRICTS, 

BY SIGN PERMIT UNLESS OTHERWISE SPECIFIED. 

 

1. Area Identification Signs.  

 

A. One (1) sign per development. 

 

B. A maximum size of twenty-four (24) square feet in area. 

 

C. A minimum distance of ten (10) feet from any property line or driveway. 

 

2. Wall Signs.  (No sign permit required) 

 

A. One (1) sign per dwelling unit. 

 

B.  A maximum size of three (3) square feet in area. 

 

214.10. TYPES, SIZES AND SETBACKS FOR R-3 RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT, BY 

SIGN PERMIT UNLESS OTHERWISE SPECIFIED. 

 

1. Area Identification Signs 

 

A. One (1) sign per development. 

 

B. A maximum size of twenty-four (24) square feet in area. 
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C. A minimum distance of ten (10) feet from any property line or driveway. 

 

D. A maximum height of twenty-five (25) feet above the finished ground grade. 

 

E. A minimum height of ten (10) feet from the bottom of the sign to the finished ground 

grade when within twenty-five (25) feet of a driveway or corner vision safety zone. 

 

2. Wall Signs. 

 

The total sign area shall not exceed fifteen (15) times the square root of the wall length on which 

the sign is to be placed. 

 

3. Temporary Signs. 

 

A. May be displayed for a period of fourteen (14) days after a permit is issued by the City.  

Such signs shall be restricted to one per tax parcel/development at any one time.  The 

number of permits issued per year for a single or multiple use buildings/shopping centers 

shall be based upon the number of businesses within said building as follows: 

 
Number of Businesses Maximum Number of Permits Allowed 

1-5 2 

6-10 4 

11-15 6 

16+ 8 

 

B. The use of such sign by businesses within the building shall be the responsibility of the 

property owner or designated manager.  All temporary sign permit applications must be 

signed by said property owner or designated manager before processing can begin. 

 

C. All temporary signs shall be located on the property on which the business is located.  

Such signs shall be located a minimum distance of ten (10) feet from any property line or 

driveway so as not to interfere with pedestrian or vehicular traffic. 

 

D. Prior to the issuance of a permit, a deposit of $200.00 in the form of a certified check or 

money must be provided to the City.  Said deposit will be refunded only if the sign is 

removed by noon or the next business day after the permit period expires. 

 

214.11. TYPES, SIZES, AND SETBACKS FOR CR-1 DISTRICTS BY SIGN PERMIT 

UNLESS OTHERWISE SPECIFIED 

 

1. Free Standing Signs. 
 

A. One (1) sign per street frontage. 
 

B. A maximum size of forty-eight (48) square feet in area per development. 
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C. A maximum height of six (6) feet above the finished ground grade. 
 

D. A minimum distance of ten (10) feet from any property line or driveway. 
 

E. Electronic Message and/or Dynamic Sign provided: 

1. Message does not change more than once every eight (8) seconds. 

2. Message shall never flash or have motion that may distract vehicular traffic. 

3. Luminance levels must comply with the following:  5,000 nits in the daytime hours 

and not more than 500 nits in the evening nighttime hours. 
 

2. Roof Signs. 
 

A. One (1) sign per development. 
 

B. The use of a roof sign will substitute for the free standing sign along the street the roof 

sign is intended to be viewed. 
 

3. Window Signs. (No sign permit required) 
 

A maximum coverage of forty percent (40%) of the window area, excluding merchandise. 
 

4. Wall Signs. 
 

The total sign area shall not exceed fifteen (15) times the square root of the wall length on which 

the sign is to be placed. 
 

5. Temporary Signs. 
 

A. May be displayed for a period of 14 days after a permit is issued by the City. Such signs 

shall be restricted to one per tax parcel/development at any one time. The number of 

permits issued per year for single and multiple use buildings/shopping centers shall be 

based upon the number of businesses within said building as follows: 
 

Number of Businesses Maximum Number of Permits Allowed 

1-5 2 

6-10 4 

11-15 6 

16+ 8 
 

B. The use of such sign by businesses within the building shall be the responsibility of the 

property owner or designated manager. All temporary sign permit applications must be 

signed by said property owner or designated manager before processing can begin. 
 

C. All temporary signs shall be located on the property on which the business is located. 

Such signs shall be located a minimum distance of ten (10) feet from any property line or 

driveway so as not to interfere with pedestrian or vehicular traffic. 
 

D. Prior to the issuance of a permit, a deposit of $200.00 in the form of a certified check or 

money order must be provided to the City. Said deposit will be refunded only if sign is 

removed by noon of the next business day after the permit period expires. 
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214.12. TYPES, SIZES, AND SETBACKS FOR C-1, C-2 AND C-3 DISTRICTS, BY SIGN 

PERMIT UNLESS OTHERWISE SPECIFIED  
 

1. Free Standing Signs. 
 

A. One (1) sign per street frontage. 
 

B. A maximum size of eighty (80) square feet in area per development. 
 

C. A maximum height of twenty-five (25) feet above the finished ground grade. 
 

D. A minimum height of ten (10) feet from the bottom of the sign to the finished ground 

grade when within twenty-five (25) feet of a driveway or a corner vision safety zone. 
 

E. A minimum distance of ten (10) feet from any property line or driveway. 
 

F. A minimum distance of fifty (50) feet from any residential district. 

 

G. Electronic Message and/or Dynamic Sign provided: 

1. Message does not change more than once every eight (8) seconds. 

2. Message shall never flash or have motion that may distract vehicular traffic. 

3. Luminance levels must comply with the following:  5,000 nits in the daytime hours 

and not more than 500 nits in the evening nighttime hours. 
 

2. Roof Signs. 
 

A. One (1) sign per development. 
 

B. The use of a roof sign will substitute for the free standing sign along the street the roof 

sign is intended to be viewed. 
 

3. Window Signs. (No sign permit required) 
 

A maximum coverage of forty percent (40%) of the window area, excluding merchandise. 
 

4. Wall Signs. 
 

The total sign area shall not exceed fifteen (15) times the square root of the wall length on which 

the sign is to be placed. 
 

5. Temporary Signs.  
 

A. May be displayed for a period of 14 days after a permit is issued by the City. Such signs 

shall be restricted to one per tax parcel/development at any one time. The number of 

permits issued per year for single and multiple use buildings/shopping centers shall be 

based upon the number of businesses within said building as follows: 
  

Number of Businesses Maximum Number of Permits Allowed 

1-5 2 

6-10 4 

11-15 6 

16+ 8 
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B. The use of such sign by businesses within the building shall be the responsibility of the 

property owner or designated manager. All temporary sign permit applications must be 

signed by said property owner or designated manager before processing can begin. 

 

C. All temporary signs shall be located on the property on which the business is located. 

Such signs shall be located a minimum distance of ten (10) feet from any property line or 

driveway so as not to interfere with pedestrian or vehicular traffic. 

 

D. Prior to the issuance of a permit, a deposit of $200.00 in the form of a certified check or 

money order must be provided to the City. Said deposit will be refunded only if sign is 

removed by noon of the next business day after the permit period expires. 

 

6. Billboards. 

 

Shall be permitted only in the C-3 District within this Section. Specific requirements are listed 

under Section 214.14. 

 

214.13. TYPES, SIZES AND SETBACKS FOR M-1, M-2,  M-3, M-4, and S-3 DISTRICTS BY 

SIGN PERMIT UNLESS OTHERWISE SPECIFIED 

 

1. Free Standing Signs. 

 

A. One (1) sign per street frontage. 

 

B. A maximum size of eighty (80) square feet in area per development. 

 

C. A maximum height of twenty-five (25) feet above the finished ground grade. 

 

D. A minimum height of ten (10) feet from the bottom of the sign to the finished ground 

grade when within twenty-five (25) feet of a driveway or a corner vision safety zone. 

 

E. A minimum distance of ten (10) feet from any property line or driveway. 

 

F. A minimum distance of fifty (50) feet from any residential district. 

 

G. Electronic Message and/or Dynamic Sign provided: 

1. Message does not change more than once every eight (8) seconds. 

2. Message shall never flash or have motion that may distract vehicular traffic. 

3. Luminance levels must comply with the following:  5,000 nits in the daytime hours 

and not more than 500 nits in the evening nighttime hours. 

 

2. Roof Signs. 

 

A. One (1) sign per development. 

 

B. The use of a roof sign will substitute for the free standing sign along the street the roof 

sign is intended to be viewed. 
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3. Window Signs.  (No sign permit required) 

 

A maximum coverage of forty percent (40%) of the window area, excluding merchandise. 
 

4. Wall Signs. 
 

A. Allowed only on two (2) different walls per business. 

 

B. The total sign area shall not exceed fifteen (15) times the square root of the wall length 

on which the sign is to be placed. 

 

5. Temporary Signs. 

 

A. May be displayed for a period of 14 days after a permit is issued by the City. Such signs 

shall be restricted to one per tax parcel/development at any one time. The number of 

permits issued per year for single and multiple use buildings/shopping centers shall be 

based upon the number of businesses within said building as follows: 

 
Number of Businesses Maximum Number of Permits Allowed 

1-5 2 

6-10 4 

11-15 6 
16+ 8 

 

B. The use of such sign by businesses within the building shall be the responsibility of the 

property owner or designated manager. All temporary sign permit applications must be 

signed by said property owner or designated manager before processing can begin. 

 

C. All temporary signs shall be located on the property on which the business is located. 

Such signs shall be located a minimum distance of ten (10) feet from any property line or 

driveway so as not to interfere with pedestrian or vehicular traffic. 

 

D. Prior to the issuance of a permit, a deposit of $200.00 in the form of a certified check or 

money order must be provided to the City. Said deposit will be refunded only if sign is 

removed by noon of the next business day after the permit period expires. 

 

6. Billboards. 

 

Shall be permitted in the M-1, M-2 and M-3 Districts within the Section.  Specific requirements 

are listed under Section 214.14. 
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214.14.  BILLBOARD REQUIREMENTS 

 

Billboards shall be permitted in only C-3, M-1, M-2 and M-3 Districts.  The following 

requirements shall be considered as minimum standards when issuing a special use permit to 

erect a billboard.  The City Council may impose additional requirements. 

 

1.  Billboards shall be restricted to property adjoining the right-of-ways of Interstate Highway 

694, Trunk Highway 47, Trunk Highway 65 and East River Road south of Interstate Highway 

694. 

 

2.  The maximum height is twenty-five (25) feet above the finished ground grade, unless the 

sign is intended to be viewed from a highway, then  the twenty-five (25) foot maximum height 

shall be computed from the centerline of the traveled highway, but in no case shall the vertical 

distance between the bottom of the sign and the ground be reduced to less than ten (10) feet. 

 

3.  The maximum sign area is three hundred (300) square feet facing, not to exceed two (2) 

facings, when erected on East River Road south of Interstate Highway 694, on Trunk Highway 

47 and on Trunk Highway 65; and seven hundred fifty (750) square feet per facing, not to exceed 

two (2) facings, when erected on Interstate Highway 694.  Double faced signs shall be attached 

back to back at a horizontal angle not to exceed forty-five (45) degrees. 

 

4.  The minimum distance between billboard signs is one thousand (1000) feet when erected on 

the same side of the highway. 

 

5.  The minimum setback from the highway right-of-way is thirty (30) feet. 

 

6.  The minimum distance is five hundred (500) feet from a billboard sign to the intersection of 

any street or ramp where traffic crosses or merges at the same elevation.  The distance is 

determined by measuring from the intersection of the street and highway centerlines and the 

sign. 

 

7.  The minimum distance to a residential and public district is five hundred (500) feet. 

 

8.  The sign structure shall be all metal and be either painted or treated to prevent deterioration.  

Lack of proper maintenance shall be cause for revocation of the sign permit. 

 

9.  The minimum distance to a railroad crossing is three hundred fifty (350) feet when there are 

lights and a gate, and five hundred (500) feet from a railroad crossing without lights and/or a 

gate. 

 

10. Any lighting will be shielded to not impair the vision of any motor vehicle operator or to 

create a nuisance on adjoining property. 
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214.15. TYPES, SIZES, AND SETBACKS FOR P, PUD, AND S-2 DISTRICTS, BY SIGN 

PERMIT UNLESS OTHERWISE SPECIFIED. 
 

Sign requirements in Public and Planned Unit Development districts will be controlled by the 

City Council when any development is planned. 

 

214.16. SHOPPING CENTERS AND MULTIPLE USE BUILDINGS  
 

1. Within 180 days of the adoption of this Chapter, all owners of shopping centers and multiple 

use buildings of three (3) or more businesses or industries, if they have not already done so, must 

submit a comprehensive sign plan to the City Council for approval. 
 

2. All future signs erected within the shopping center or multiple use building shall conform to 

the conditions of the sign plan and may be subject to conditions other than those in the district 

regulations in order to promote uniform sign appearance.  
 

3. Existing signs within the shopping center or multiple use building which do not meet the 

requirements of this Chapter and/or sign plan, shall be defined as a legal nonconforming sign, 

and shall be subject to the restrictions set forth in 214.17.2.(B). 

 

214.17. INTERSTATE 694 CORRIDOR SIGNAGE REQUIREMENTS 

 

1. All properties zoned CR-1, C-1, C-2, C-3, M-1, M-2, M-3, S-2 and located within two 

hundred seventy-five (275) feet from the centerline of Interstate 694 (see Appendix A) shall be 

allowed two (2) free-standing signs per development.  The primary (Interstate) free-standing sign 

will be allowed based on the maximum square footage of the acreage of the development.  The 

following chart determines the size sign each development shall be allowed. 

 
Acreage Class Sign Size Permitted 

35 acres + 500 square feet 

10-35 acres 240 square feet 

1-10 acres 120 square feet 

Less than 1 acre 80 square feet 

 

2. The primary free-standing sign shall be located a minimum of ten (10) feet from any property 

line and the adjacent Interstate 694 right-of-way and located within the two hundred seventy-five 

(275) foot buffer strip (see Appendix A).  All applicants for a sign permit within the buffer strip 

shall provide a certificate of survey ensuring that the sign will be placed within the two hundred 

seventy-five (275) foot buffer strip when measured from the centerline of Interstate 694. 

 

3. The maximum height of thirty-five (35) feet above the finished ground grade. 

 

4. The secondary free-standing sign shall be allowed where the development abuts an additional 

right-of-way.  This secondary sign shall be permitted to be forty (40) square feet, or can be 

increased up to eighty (80) square feet so long as the primary (Interstate) sign is reduced by the 

amount of the secondary sign increase.  (i.e., If the secondary sign is increased to seventy-two 

(72) square feet, the primary size shall be reduced by thirty-two (32) square feet.) 

 

A. A minimum distance of ten (10) feet from any property line or driveway. 
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B. A maximum height of twenty-five (25) feet above finished ground grade. 

 

5. All other signage for the properties along the Interstate 694 corridor shall refer to the specific 

zoning district regulations for signs provided in this Chapter. 

 

214.18. SIGN PERMIT REQUIREMENTS  

 

1. Sign Permit.  

 

A.  Before a sign may be displayed in the City, the sign erector shall file an application with 

the City for permission to display such sign. 

 

B. A permit is required for all existing, new, relocated, modified or redesigned signs except 

those specifically exempt under Section 214.18.1E. 

 

C. The issuance of a permit may also be subject to additional conditions in order to promote 

a more reasonable combination of signs and to promote conformity with the character 

and uses of adjoining property. The conditions will be subject to the discretion of the 

City. Objections to the conditions can be appealed to the City Council by the applicant. 

 

D. Signs erected by a nonprofit organization are not exempt from obtaining a sign permit, 

but the City may waive the fee requirement. 

 

E. No permit is required to display the following signs. This shall not be construed as 

relieving the erector of a sign, or the owner of the property on which a sign is located 

from conforming with the other provisions of this Chapter: 

 

(1)  Any window signs. 

 

(2)  Any address signs. 

 

(3) Any signs erected by a governmental unit. 

 

(4) Any bench signs. 

 

(5) Any memorial signs or tablets containing the names of the building, its use and date 

of erection, when cut or built into the wall of a building. 

 

(6) Any signs which are completely within a building and are not visible from the 

exterior of the building. 

 

(7) Any temporary signs as listed under Section 214.06. 

 

(8) Any signs having an area of three (3) square feet or less. 
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(9) Any advertising signs on litter receptacles having an area of four (4) square feet or 

less per side and limited to sixteen (16) square feet per receptacle, except that 

approval of the design and location of the receptacle is required by the City Council. 

 

(10) Any personal expression signs which are erected by the owner of the parcel upon 

which the signs are to be placed, or by the tenant with the permission of the owner. 

(Ref. 860) 

 

2. Permit Application. 

 

A. Application for a sign permit shall be made to the City on forms supplied by the City. 

 

B. If a sign has not been erected within ninety (90) days after the date of issuance of a 

permit, the permit shall become null and void unless an extension is granted by the City. 

 

C. The City may require other information as necessary to insure that the sign is erected in 

compliance with this Chapter. 

 

3. Permit Fees. 

 

Sign permit fees shall be as provided in Chapter 11 of the Fridley City Code. 

 

214.19. SIGN ERECTORS' LICENSE REQUIREMENTS  

 

No person, firm or corporation shall engage in the business of erecting signs under this Chapter  

unless a license to do so has been approved by the City Council. The annual license fee and 

expiration date shall be as provided in Chapter 11 of the Fridley City Code.  A license shall not 

be required of any person who chooses to construct and erect their own sign on their own 

property. 

 

214.20. EXISTING SIGNS  

 

1. Sign Maintenance.  

 

A. The structure and surfaces of all signs shall be maintained in a safe and presentable 

condition at all times, including the replacement of defective parts, painting, repainting, 

cleaning and other acts required to prevent the sign structure and surface from becoming 

hazardous or unkempt in appearance. 

 

B. When any sign is removed, the City shall be notified and the entire sign and its structure 

shall be removed. 

 

2. Legal Nonconforming Signs. 

 

A. Any sign located within the City on the date of the adoption of this Chapter which does 

not conform with the provisions of this Chapter, is a "legal nonconforming" sign and is 

permitted, provided it also meets the following requirements: 
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(1) The sign was covered by a sign permit on the date of the adoption of this Chapter, if 

one was required under applicable law, or 

 

(2)  If no sign permit was required for the sign in question, the sign was in all respects in 

compliance with applicable law on the date of the adoption of this Chapter. 

 

B. A sign shall immediately lose its "legal nonconforming" designation and be termed 

illegal nonconforming if: 

 

(1) The sign is altered in any way, except for routine maintenance and change of 

messages, which makes the sign less in compliance with the requirements of this 

Chapter than it was before the alterations. 

 

(2)  The supporting structure of the sign is replaced or remodeled. 

 

(3) The face of the sign is replaced or remodeled. 

 

(4) The sign becomes dilapidated or damaged and the cost of bringing it into compliance 

is more than fifty percent (50%) of the value of said sign, and no sign permit has been 

applied for within 180 days of when the sign is damaged, at which time all of the sign 

and its structure must be removed. 

 

(5) Notwithstanding subparagraph (1) above, upon the change of the name of the 

business being displayed on this sign. 

 

3. Abandoned Signs. 

 

Any sign which identifies a use that has discontinued operation for period of more than three (3) 

months or any sign which pertains to time, event, or purpose which no longer applies, shall be 

deemed to have been abandoned. Permanent signs applicable to a business temporarily 

suspended because of a change of ownership or management shall not be deemed abandoned 

unless the property remains vacant for a period of more than three (3) months. An abandoned 

sign is prohibited and shall be removed by the owner of the sign or the property owner. 

. 

4. Illegal nonconforming signs are prohibited within the City of Fridley. Should an illegal 

nonconforming sign be found to exist, the owner of said sign will have, thirty (30) days to 

remedy the situation in one of the following manners: 

 

A. Remove the existing illegal nonconforming sign. If a new sign is desired, it must meet all 

applicable requirements of this Chapter. 

 

B. Obtain a sign permit for the existing illegal nonconforming sign, and if applicable, apply 

for a variance to eliminate the illegal nonconforming status. (Ref. 837) 
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214.21. ENFORCEMENT 

 

The City Manager or designated agent shall be responsible for, the enforcement of this Chapter. 

 

214.22. VIOLATIONS  

 

1. Any sign that does not comply with the provisions of this Chapter or that is a hazard to the 

health, safety and, general welfare of the public is hereby declared to be in violation of this 

Chapter. 

 

2. Notification of Violation. 

 

A. If the City determines that any sign regulated by this Chapter is unsafe, a menace to the 

public; or has been constructed or erected without a permit first being granted to the 

owner of the property upon which said sign has been erected; or is in violation of an other 

provision of this Chapter, then the City shall issue a written notice of violation to the 

property owner. If the owner fails to remove the sign or bring it into compliance with, the 

provisions of this Chapter within twenty (20) calendar days following the date of said 

notice, such sign(s) may be removed by the City. The cost of this removal, including any 

City expenses, shall be a special assessment against the property upon which the sign(s) 

was located and shall be so noted in the written notice to the property owner. 

 

B. The City may cause any sign or sign structure which is an immediate public hazard, to be 

removed summarily after a reasonable attempt has been, made to have the property owner 

remove the sign. 

 

C. When the City mails the notice of violation, copies will be sent to both the permit holder 

and the property owner, if they are different persons. 

 

214.23. PENALTY 

 

Any violation of this Chapter is a misdemeanor and is subject to all penalties provided for such 

violations under the provisions of Chapter 901 of the Fridley City Code. Each day the violation 

continues in existence shall be deemed a separate violation. All signs are subject to any penalty 

for violation of the district requirements where they are located, even when not required to pay a 

fee or acquire a permit. 

 

214.24. APPEALS 

 

To provide for a reasonable interpretation of the provisions of this Chapter, a permit applicant 

who wishes to appeal an interpretation by the City may file a variance application and request a 

hearing before the Appeals Commission. The Commission shall hear requests for variances and 

make their recommendation to the City Council in the following cases: 
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1. Appeals where it is alleged that there is an error in any order, requirement, decision or 

determination made by the City in the enforcement of this Chapter. 

 

2. Requests for variances from the literal provisions of this Chapter in instances where the strict 

enforcement would cause an undue hardship. Before the Commission shall grant a variance, it is 

the responsibility of the applicant to prove: 

 

A. That there are exceptional or extraordinary circumstances applicable to the property or to 

the intended use that do not apply generally to other property in the same vicinity and 

district. 

 

B. That the variance is necessary for the preservation and enjoyment of a substantial 

property right possessed by other property in the same vicinity and district; but which is 

denied to the property in question. 

 

C. That the strict application of the Chapter would constitute an unnecessary hardship. 

 

D. That the granting of the variance would not be materially detrimental to the public health, 

safety or general welfare or detrimental to the property in the vicinity or district in which 

the property is located. 

 

3. All variances granted prior to November 21, 1977, unless otherwise specified by Council, 

remain in effect until: 

 

A. The sign is altered in any way, except for routine maintenance and change of messages, 

which makes the sign less in compliance with the requirements of this Chapter than it 

was before the alterations. 

 

B. The supporting structure of the sign is replaced or remodeled. 

 

C. The face of the sign is replaced or remodeled. 

 

D. The sign becomes dilapidated or damaged and the cost of bringing it into compliance is 

more than fifty (50%) percent of the value of said sign, at which time all of the sign and 

its structure be removed. 

 

E. Notwithstanding subparagraph (A) above, upon the change of the name of the business 

being displayed on this sign. 

 

At such time, the owner of said sign will have three (3) months to obtain a sign permit and 

construct a sign which meets all requirements of this Chapter or, obtain a variance for any new or 

existing sign which does not meet all requirements of this Chapter.  
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Spring Lake Park, MN Code of Ordinances

CHAPTER 152:  SIGNS AND BILLBOARDS

Section

   152.01   Definitions

   152.02   Permit required

   152.03   Permit issuance; suspension or revocation

   152.04   Construction and maintenance; standards

   152.05   Prohibited signs

   152.06   Exemptions

   152.07   Temporary signs; special permit

   152.08   Non-conforming signs; grandfather clause; restrictions

   152.09   Violations

§ 152.01  DEFINITIONS.

   For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a different
meaning.

   BILLBOARD.  A sign located off the premises where the advertised product, service, merchandise, or message is located,
manufactured, sold, offered, distributed, or made available to the public.

   BUILDING.  Any structure erected for the support, shelter, or enclosure of persons, animals, chattels, or moveable property of any
kind.

   SIGN.  Any publicly displayed, message-bearing device for visual communication or any attention- attracting device that is used
primarily for the purpose of bringing the subject thereto to the attention of the public.

   SIGN, ANIMATED.  Any sign that uses movement, electric message, or change of lighting, either natural or artificial, to depict
action or create a specific effect or scene.

   SIGN, DIRECTIONAL.  A sign, the primary function of which is to provide locational directions.

   SIGN, FLASHING.  Any illuminated or luminous sign on which the artificial light or color is not maintained at a constant intensity
or color when the sign is in use except for that portion of a sign providing public service information such as time, weather, date,
temperature, or similar information.  A FLASHING SIGN is one that is programmed to flash in either text or graphic more frequently
than every three seconds.

   SIGN, FREE-STANDING.  A sign which is not attached to any part of a building and which is rather supported by upright braces
or posts placed in the ground.

   SIGN, ILLUMINATED.  Any sign upon which artificial light is directed.

   SIGN, LUMINOUS.  Any sign which has its own self-generated light.

   SIGN, NON-COMMERCIAL.  A sign which does not advertise products, goods, businesses, or services and which expresses an
opinion or other point of view.

   SIGN, PORTABLE.  A sign so designed as to be moveable from one location to another and not permanently attached to the
ground or any immobile structure.  A PORTABLE SIGN may consist of a mobile structure such as a semi-truck trailer or other
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device whose primary function during a specific time period is to serve as a sign structure.

   SIGN, PROJECTING.  A sign which is affixed to the wall of a building and extends outward from the building.

   SIGN, TEMPORARY.  A sign which is erected or displayed for a limited period of time.

   SIGN APPARATUS.  The structure upon which any sign is actually placed or erected.

(1976 Code, § 17.01)

§ 152.02  PERMIT REQUIRED.

   (A)   No sign which may lawfully be erected in the city shall be erected, re-erected, maintained, posted, displayed, or altered unless a
permit for each sign has been obtained.  Applications for a sign permit shall be made in writing upon forms provided by the City
Administrator, Clerk/Treasurer.  In addition to the information required by the application, applicants may be required to provide plans,
specifications, and drawings to scale showing the sign itself, projections, setbacks, sign area, sign type, sign structure, a description of
the building or premises to which the sign is to be attached or located, and any other relevant information required by the
Administrator, Clerk/Treasurer.  Permits shall be valid for the calendar year or part thereof for which they have been issued.  Permits
are non-transferable.

      (1)   The original construction fee, per sign facing, shall be determined as follows, with amounts set from time to time by Council
resolution:

         (a)   Forty square feet or less in area; or

         (b)   Greater than 40 square feet in area.

      (2)   In addition, the annual fee for each permit for an off-premises sign shall be as set from time to time by Council resolution.

   (B)   If a sign has been erected before the effective date of this chapter and it conforms nonetheless to the terms of this chapter, a
permit is required for all such signs according to the terms of this section.  If a sign has been erected before the effective date of this
chapter and does not conform to the terms of this chapter, the owner or lessee of the sign or the premises upon which it is located
must apply for a permit declaring the sign to be a legal non-conforming sign which shall permit the temporary existence of the sign
according to the terms of this chapter.  The fee for a legal non-conforming sign permit is set from time to time by Council resolution,
and the permit shall be valid for the calendar year or part thereof for which it has been issued.  Non-conforming sign permits are non-
transferable.

(1976 Code, § 17.02)  Penalty, see § 10.99

§ 152.03  PERMIT ISSUANCE; SUSPENSION OR REVOCATION.

   (A)   The City Council may grant a permit for the erection, re-erection, maintenance, display, or posting of a permanent sign which
meets the terms and conditions of this chapter and is in harmony with the requirements of other city ordinances.

   (B)   The City Administrator, Clerk/Treasurer and Building Official may grant a permit for the erection, re-erection, maintenance,
display, or posting of a temporary sign which meets the terms and conditions of this chapter and is in harmony with the requirements of
other city ordinances.

   (C)   The City Council may suspend or revoke a sign permit because of, but not limited to, a violation of the terms of this chapter,
failure to observe the terms of this chapter, violation of or failure to observe the terms of other applicable and relevant city ordinances,
any fraud obtained in the acquisition of a permit, and other grounds which the Council may, from time to time, determine.

(1976 Code, § 17.03)

§ 152.04  CONSTRUCTION AND MAINTENANCE; STANDARDS.

   In order for an applicant to receive and retain a permit for a sign, the following conditions must be met and maintained.

   (A)   When a sign is illuminated or luminous, any illumination therefrom, or a beam of light directed thereon, shall not shine directly
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upon any residence or onto any public streets.

   (B)   No sign structure shall contain more than four exposed beams.

   (C)   No projecting sign shall extend more than 16 inches from any building wall nor more than six feet above the roof line.

   (D)   No sign or sign structure may remain erected unless it is erected, maintained, and repaired in accordance with the Uniform
Building Code, State Electrical Code, and the general construction requirements of the city.  All signs must remain in good repair and in
safe condition.

   (E)   No part of any sign shall project over or beyond the property line of the property upon which it is located.

   (F)   The following setback, distance, and other requirements shall be observed:

      (1)   Any sign displayed on the premises where the advertised message, service, merchandise, or product is made, sold, distributed,
or offered shall not be closer to a public right-of-way than three feet nor closer than five feet from any other property line;

      (2)   Any sign displayed off the premises where the advertised message, service, merchandise, or product is made, sold,
distributed, or offered shall not be closer than 30 feet to a front yard property line or public right-of-way.  In addition, the sign shall not
be closer than five feet to the side property lines and back property lines of the property;

      (3)   Off-premises directional signs may be erected without conforming with the requirements of divisions (F)(2) and (H) of this
section as long as the directional signs do not exceed 32 square feet in size and as long as the sign does not violate any of the terms
contained in § 152.05 of this code;

      (4)   The minimum setback from any intersection for off-premises signs shall be 500 feet;

      (5)   No off-premises sign or structure shall be located within 500 feet of a residential district, park, playground, school,
governmental building, or building used for religious purposes;

      (6)   An off-premises sign or structure shall be considered the principal use of a site.  If another use or structure is added to the
site, the off-premises sign must be removed; and

      (7)   Off-premises signs or structures shall be permitted only on property which is zoned commercial or light industrial.

   (G)    On-premises signs shall not exceed 30% of the square footage of the front of the building.  No off-premises sign shall exceed
750 square feet.  If a stand alone building has less than 400 square foot frontage, up to 400 square feet frontage may be used for
purposes of determining the maximum sign size.

   (H)   There shall be at least 1,000 feet distance between the location of off-premises signs on the same side of the highway.

   (I)   No free-standing sign shall be higher than 25 feet from the ground level of the land upon which the sign has been erected.  An
applicant may apply for a variance in a case where an extreme hardship is caused by the particular physical characteristics of the
land.  The variance shall be applied for in the manner outlined in §§ 156.180et seq. of this code.

(1976 Code, § 17.04) (Am. Ord. 352, passed 3-6-2006)   Penalty, see § 10.99

§ 152.05  PROHIBITED SIGNS.

   (A)   The following signs are prohibited:

      (1)   Any sign which, by reason of location, position, shape, color, design, or otherwise would interfere with traffic signs or signals
or other officially posted signs;

      (2)   Any sign within a public right-of-way or easement except for government-installed signs and except for political signs,
provided they are located no closer to the curb than six feet where there is no sidewalk and provided they are located on the home side
of the sidewalk in areas where there is a sidewalk;

      (3)   Signs which resemble any official sign or marker erected by a governmental agency or which display such warning words as
"stop" or "danger" or the like;

      (4)   Any flashing sign including indoor signs which are visible from public areas except for the temporary location of seasonal,
holiday, or religious decorations.  This section shall not prohibit animated signs as defined in this chapter;
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      (5)   Any sign, poster, or the like affixed to or posted upon trees, fences, telephone or utility poles, or similar structures;

      (6)   Portable signs or search light signs, unless a temporary permit has been issued;

      (7)   Signs or sign structures obstructing windows, doors, fire escapes, stairways, or which otherwise impair means of egress or
ingress, except that signs may be painted upon the glass portion of the doors and windows of businesses as long as the entire glass
portion is not obscured or rendered opaque; and

      (8)   Any sign painted upon the wall of a building.

   (B)   No sign shall be erected in a residential district except as strictly provided herein and including only:

      (1)   Flags displayed on the premises;

      (2)   Seasonal decorations displayed temporarily on the premises;

      (3)   Signs displayed on the premises advertising the sale or lease of the property which are not greater than six square feet in
surface area;

      (4)   Traffic signs and signs posted by official governmental agencies;

      (5)    In a state general election year, portable and free-standing political signs may be erected from August 1 until ten days
following the state general election.  No sign may be erected or placed in an unsafe manner.  In non-state general election years,
portable and free-standing political signs may be erected not more than 30 days before and two days after an election.  When there is
a primary election, all losers must remove their signs two days after the primary election;

      (6)   One non-commercial opinion sign not greater than six square feet in surface area; and

      (7)   One monument sign identifying a multiple subdivision or development not greater than 40 square feet in total surface area.

   (C)   Animated signs shall not be programmed to flash in either text or graphic.  All on, all off, or background all on, all off mode
more frequently than once every three seconds shall be prohibited.  This shall not prohibit entry and exit modes, such as change, scroll,
wand, coalesce, roll, venetian, unveil, page turn, splice, or zoom.

   (D)   No animated sign shall be located or maintained within 50 feet of an intersection at which traffic semaphores are located.

   (E)   No animated sign shall be located in such close proximity to residences or residential property as to constitute a nuisance to
persons residing on the property by reason of the lighting in the sign.

(1976 Code, § 17.05) (Am. Ord. 351, passed 5-5-2003)   Penalty, see § 10.99

§ 152.06  EXEMPTIONS.

   The following signs may be erected or maintained without requiring a permit in commercial/industrial zoning districts:

   (A)   A flag displayed on the premises;

   (B)   Seasonal decorations displayed temporarily on the premises;

   (C)   Signs displayed on the premises advertising the sale or lease of the premises which are not greater than 32 square feet in
surface area for commercial/industrial zoned property;

   (D)   Traffic signs and signs posted by official government agencies, legal notices, and the like;

   (E)   In a state general election year, portable and free-standing political signs of any size may be erected from August 1 until ten
days following the state general election.  No sign may be erected or placed in an unsafe manner.  In non-state general election years,
portable and free-standing political signs may be erected not more than 30 days before and five days after an election provided that no
one sign is greater than 32 square feet.  When there is a primary election, all losers must remove their signs two days after the primary
election;

   (F)   Flags, badges, or insignia of any governmental agency or any civic, religious, fraternal, or professional organization; and

   (G)   Memorial plaques, monuments, and historical or civic markers or tributes.
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(1976 Code, § 17.06)  Penalty, see § 10.99

§ 152.07  TEMPORARY SIGNS; SPECIAL PERMIT.

   The City Council may grant a special permit for the limited, temporary use of a sign and sign apparatus.  The temporary sign may be
used for two weeks at a time and for a maximum of six weeks per year.  The fee for the special permit shall be in the amount per sign
as set by the Council from time to time by resolution, for each two-week period that a sign is in place.  A special permit shall be issued
only upon a showing of the applicant's need for the temporary and limited use of a sign for a limited period of time and limited purpose,
such as the announcement of a grand opening, the announcement of a sale, signs pertaining to businesses of temporary or seasonal
character, or the like.  Both the sign and sign apparatus must be removed following the time period above.

(1976 Code, § 17.07)  Penalty, see § 10.99

§ 152.08  NON-CONFORMING SIGNS; GRANDFATHER CLAUSE; RESTRICTIONS.

   (A)   Any sign erected prior to the effective date of this chapter which meets the terms of this chapter must have a permit as
described herein.  Any sign erected prior to the effective date of this chapter which does not conform to the terms of this chapter may
be eligible for designation as a legal, non-conforming sign and must apply for and receive a permit for a legal non-conforming sign as
described herein.

   (B)   Any sign designated as a legal non-conforming sign shall immediately lose its character and be completely subject to the terms
of this chapter upon any of the following:

      (1)   The sign being enlarged or altered in a way which increases its nonconformity;

      (2)   Relocation of any distance whatsoever; or

      (3)   Any substantial damage to the sign in an amount of 50% or more of its valuation in relation to the cost of materials and labor
to repair the same and no building permit has been applied for within 180 days of when the sign was damaged.

   (C)   No existing sign devoted to a use not permitted by the zoning code in the zoning district in which it is located shall be enlarged,
extended or moved except in changing the sign to a sign permitted in the zoning district in which it is located.

   (D)   When a structure loses its nonconforming status, all signs devoted to the structure shall be removed and all signs painted
directly on the structure shall be repainted in a neutral color or a color which will harmonize with the structure.

(1976 Code, § 17.08) (Am. Ord. 395, passed 10-7-2013)  Penalty, see § 10.99

§ 152.09  VIOLATIONS.

   It shall be unlawful for any person, joint venture, firm, or corporation to erect, alter, repair, move, equip, or maintain any sign or sign
structure or cause or permit the same to be done in violation of any of the provisions of this chapter.  The terms and conditions of this
chapter apply to, and compliance is strictly required by, all persons including but not limited to the owners or lessees of land, their
agents or employees, including building contractors and subcontractors.  Whoever does any act or omits to do any act which thereby
constitutes a breach of any section of this chapter shall also, upon conviction thereof by lawful authority, be guilty of a misdemeanor.

(1976 Code, § 17.10)  Penalty, see § 10.99
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