
EAST BETHEL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY MEETING 
August 15, 2016 

 
The Economic Development Authority (EDA) met for a regular meeting at 7:00 pm at City Hall. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Dan Butler, Chair Oskar Granquist Steve Voss 
 Brian Bezanson Brian Mundle  
  
ABSENT:  Julie Lux        
                  Doug Welter   
 
ALSO PRESENT:  Colleen Winter, Community Development Director  
 Jack Davis, City Administrator 
 
1. Call to 
Order 
 

Chair Butler called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. 

2. Adopt 
Agenda 
 

Mr. Bezanson moved and Mr. Voss seconded to adopt the agenda as 
presented. Motion carried.  
 

3. Approve 
6/20/16 
Minutes 
 

Mr. Bezanson moved and Mr. Granquist seconded to approve the June 20, 
2016 minutes as written. Motion carried.  
 

4. Business 
Development 
Report for 
June & July 
2016 

City Staff has assisted with or provided direct action on the following: 
• Working with Steve Strandlund – Prairie Ridge Estate, a rural 10 lot 
subdivision.  
• New business - CAM is renting space at 23773 Johnson St. They manufacture 
prototypes for other businesses. Currently they have three employees. 
• Viking Preserve will be proceeding with its 48 unit residential development. 
The Viking Preserve development was first brought forward in 2013/14. The 
developer now believes he is in a position to move forward with development. 
• Working with commercial real estate broker on a potential large industrial 
project. 
• East Bethel Theatre has been sold to a Detroit, MI company. Plans are to 
renovate in 2018. 
• The Anoka County Union ran an article on East Bethel’s BR & E. 
 

5. Available 
Land and 
Building 
Report  
 

At the last EDA meeting marketing the community and what it had to offer was 
discussed. One of the items that came up as a positive was available and 
inexpensive land. These properties are currently marketed on the MNCAR 
website. Some questions to consider are: 
How does East Bethel promote these properties? 
Which of these properties have access to sewer and water? 
Would any of these sites be considered shovel ready? 
 
A map showing the various available land was shown. There has been some 
interest shown in areas 15, 4, and 3. It was asked if businesses are required for 
lateral tie-ins. City sewer and water is provided south to Viking Blvd. and also 
on the north side of Viking, south of the existing water tower.   Locations 12, 10 
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and 2 are serviced by utilities. Mr. Granquist thought infrastructure may be a 
joint venture with possible interested businesses. Mr. Bezanson noted a 
significant difference in property taxes between properties; #2 and #10 having 
much higher taxes. Staff will check into why the taxes are higher. It was 
suggested that Staff provide what utilities, besides WI-FI, are available and use 
that information for marketing purposes. Is there a master company to provide 
telecom services in Anoka County? Ms. Winter was not sure. The Office of 
Broadband and Development provides grants/funding to areas in need of 
broadband services. Broadband major players are ZAO, Mid-Continent (which 
currently has a lag time of two years behind), and Century Link.  
 
A link to these available properties has been provided to MNCAR. East Bethel 
staff will make sure updated information is being supplied to the link and will 
provide a map that is set up to click on sites for more information. East Bethel 
will provide either a map showing available properties at the MNCAR Expo or a 
current wall chart showing information. It was suggested that whichever display 
is used at the Expo should be displayed at City Hall to show residents what 
business development is being done in the city. It was suggested that in addition 
to the display, newer business owners could provide why they chose East 
Bethel.  
 
Ms. Winter noted that in addition to MNCAR, communities in Anoka County 
are hosting an event for commercial real estate developers and brokers, which is 
held just before MNCAR. East Bethel will be participating in it this year with an 
information table. Ms. Winter will bring more information on East Bethel’s 
involvement with this event to the next EDA meeting. 
 

6. Financing 
101 
Tax Increment 
Financing 
Tax 
Abatement 
 

Informational only. 
 
Many communities utilize Tax Increment Financing and Tax Abatement as 
Economic development tools to bridge the financing gap for businesses that 
wish to locate in a community. The City of East Bethel has utilized TIF one time 
for Aggressive Hydraulics.  
 
Questions to consider: 
• Does the City of East Bethel want to utilize TIF and Tax Abatement as 

economic development tools? 
• What types of businesses does East Bethel want to attract utilizing Tax 

incentives? 
• Should TIF be utilized for housing and other projects? 
 
Ms. Winter reviewed the basics of Tax Increment Financing. TIF can be used 
for sewer and water districts or where infrastructure needs to be brought in. She 
also reviewed Tax Abatement for public improvements and facilities. 
 

7. Chamber 
Update 

Chair Butler reported that both Michelle Benson and Julie Braadstad attended 
last Thursday’s Chamber meeting. The next meeting will be in conjunction with 
Ham Lake. 
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8. City 
Council 
Update 
 

City Council liaison, Brian Mundle reported the following: 
• The budget proposed to Council shows only a 1-1.5% increase. 
• The Fire Department data system is estimated to increase. 
• Having to do the 10-year Comp Plan added to the budget increase. 
• Four consultant companies were interviewed to work on the Comp  

Plan. 
• The City Administrator’s contract was renewed for two years. 
• The City is looking at an electric Zamboni to use at the Ice Area, due to 

exhaust fumes emitted by the current machine. 
• The new East Bethel Royalty was introduced to the City Council. 
• Prairie Ridge Preliminary Plat came before the City Council. 

 
9. Other 
Reports 
 

 
Ms. Winter noted that a promotional piece is being worked on for the two 
upcoming events that includes the following information: 
1) Household income in East Bethel is higher than Anoka County’s. 
2) Education levels are in-line with the County and high school grad levels are 
higher than the County’s, with the dropout rate lower than the County. 
3) East Bethel wages fall behind the County wages. 
4) Travel time is longer – 30-59 minutes. 
5) East Bethel has 19 park areas, disc golf, etc. 
 
For Expo preparation, promotional flash drives will be distributed with 
promotional information about East Bethel. A screen and table cloth are being 
purchased (similar to the Chamber’s). Discussed having a spin wheel or trivia to 
keep customers in the East Bethel booth longer. Also discussed having a video 
playing in the booth with information about East Bethel.  
 
Other ideas discussed: 
- Have a drawing or raffle; local business donations could bring people into the 
City.  
- Business card drawing. 
- Big gift prize – Hotel at MOA or cabin rental. 

 
10. Adjourn 

 
Mr. Voss moved and Mr. Mundle seconded to adjourn at 8:01 pm. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Gail Gessner, Recording Secretary 
Submitted 8/27/16 


