
EAST BETHEL PARK COMMISSION MEETING 
June 8, 2016 

 
The commission met at 6:00 pm at the East Bethel City Hall for the regular monthly meeting. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Kenneth Langmade, Chair      Bill Zimmerman      Bonnie Harvey 
 Tim Hoffman Sue Jefferson  
 
ABSENT:  Stacy Voelker     
  Denise Lachinski 
 
 ALSO PRESENT:  Nate Ayshford, Public Works Manager 
     
2.0 Adopt 
Agenda 

Mr. Hoffman moved and Mr. Zimmerman seconded to approve the agenda 
as presented. 

3.0 Approve   
4/13/16 
Minutes 

Ms. Harvey moved and Ms. Jefferson seconded to approve the minutes as 
written. Motion carried. 
 
 

4.0 Park 
Financial 
Information 

Mr. Ayshford reported Public Works is looking at purchasing two basketball 
backboards for Booster East. Mr. Hoffman moved and Mr. Zimmerman 
seconded to approve the park financial information as presented. Motion 
carried. 
 

5.0 Rod and 
Norma 
Smith Park 
Playground 
Equipment 
  

As part of the 2016 Park Capital Improvement Plan, the City of East Bethel has 
planned and budgeted for upgrading the playground equipment at the Rod and 
Norma Smith Park. The main climbing structure and swing set at this park are in 
poor condition and are in need of removal and replacement. Some of the existing 
playground borders will be salvaged and used for the new playground. 
 
Staff has researched park equipment from manufacturers that would provide a 
swing set, main play structure, edging, and safety surfacing for this park while 
remaining under our $30,000 budget. All of the equipment researched falls under 
previously bid pricing and the City can purchase from those lists and receive 
those discounted prices. Staff will handle the removal of the old equipment and 
installation of the new equipment.  
 
The commissioners reviewed the two different playground equipment designs, 
along with a swing set. Ms. Harvey moved and Mr. Zimmerman seconded to 
recommend the purchase of Design #2, along with the proposed swing set to 
be installed at Rod and Norma Smith Park. Motion carried. 
 

6.0 Park 
Tour 
 
 
 
 
 

Theresa Martin, East Bethel resident, joined the park tour. 
 
Booster East Park - The City is looking to install a 14+ yr. old baseball field in 
the northern part of the park. Irrigation is available. If a ballfield is added, 
additional parking will need to be addressed. There is talk of selling advertising 
space at the ballfield. The skate park could use some updating, however, the costs  
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7.0 Council 
Report and 
Other 
Business 
 
 
 

are very high. If more park dedication fees are generated, those funds possibly 
could be used for skate park equipment. 
 
Bonde Park – There is a lot of open fields to accommodate lacrosse and soccer. 
Unfortunately, there isn’t much interest by North Metro for soccer nor interest by 
lacrosse teams. There is a large swell between the playground equipment and 
existing field which would take a lot of dirt to fill, if larger playing fields are 
needed. The playground equipment is good. The park driveway is located on the 
center of the property line; this may need to be addressed in the future. 
 
Mr. Ayshford noted that the John Anderson Park building is in need of new 
siding due to wood rot. The decision is to go with maintenance free siding in a 
dark red/maroon color. The $5,500 cost will come out of the Park Capital Fund. 
 
Eveleth Park – The playground equipment will need to be upgraded in the next 
three years. 
 
Outdoor Ice Rink – Public Works would like to stain the boards for appearance 
purposes. The City will continue renting a temporary warming house which is 
similar to a construction trailer. This ice rink is for public use only – no organized 
team usage. 
 
Ice Arena Building – The building needs to be painted, money will be used out of 
the Ice Arena funds. City is also looking at redoing/updating the bathrooms and 
the front doors at some point in the future. 
 
Rod and Norma Smith Park – This park will be getting new playground 
equipment and swing set this year. Placement of the new equipment will be 
where the existing equipment is now. A section of the chain link fence near the 
swing set needs minor repairs. A park name sign is needed. 
 
Anderson Lakes Park – This park has old style equipment and is on the schedule 
for upgrading. A park name sign is needed. 
 
Deer Haven Park – This park backs up to the Greenway. Because of all the 
standing water in the spring, digging a pond has been discussed. A park name 
sign is needed. 
 
Carlyle Park – This is an Adopt A Park and is in good condition. It’s obvious the 
ballfield gets used. A park name sign is needed. 
 
Council Liaison Tom Ronning was attending another meeting, so no Council 
update was available.  
 
Mr. Ayshford noted that on June 18th at 8:30 am there is going to be an open 
house/site tour at the Cedar Creek Ecosystem Science Reserve for the public to 
attend. 

https://www.cedarcreek.umn.edu/
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8.0 Adjourn Mr. Hoffman moved and Mr. Zimmerman seconded to adjourn at 8:11 pm. 

Motion carried. 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Gail Gessner, Recording Secretary 
Submitted 6/9/16 
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