
EAST BETHEL SPECIAL PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING 
February 1, 2016 

 
 
The East Bethel Planning Commission met on February 1, 2016 at 7:00 pm for a special meeting.  
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Randy Plaisance, Chair Lorraine Bonin Glenn Terry 

Sherry Allenspach   Eldon Holmes  Tanner Balfany 
 
ALSO PRESENT: Colleen Winter, Community Development Director 
 
 
1.0 Call to Order 
 
2.0 Adopt Agenda 
 
 
3.0 Conditional 
Use Permit for 
Barn Goddesses 
Public Hearing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mr. Plaisance called the special meeting to order at 6:30 pm.  
 
Mr. Holmes moved and Mr. Terry seconded to approve the agenda as 
presented. 
 
Ms. Lisa Palm and Ms. Jennifer Parish Speilman are interested in building a 
premiere event center. The main building will be 10,000 sq. ft. in size and will 
include a warming kitchen, bride’s room, groom’s den, restrooms, storage and an 
office. The Event center is a permitted use in both the B3 and I1 districts. In 
addition to the main event center Ms. Palm and Ms. Speilman will also have areas 
designated outside for outdoor ceremonies and would like to add 6 additional cabins 
(not to exceed 1,000 sq. ft. each) for the bridal party or overnight guests. The cabins 
would be constructed approximately three years after the main building is built. The 
cabins do not fall under the permitted use category in the B3 or I1. However they 
are an integral part of the Ponds of Hidden Prairie operation and the reason for the 
CUP request. Please note it is not the intention of Ponds of Hidden Prairie to 
become a resort. There focus is to provide a venue for weddings and other events 
and the cabins will be only for the bridal party, guests, etc. for the specific event. 
The CUP is the first step in this process and there will be an extensive Site Plan 
review that will incorporate other sections of the ordinance. The Site Plan will be 
presented to the Planning Commission at a later time. According to the applicant, 
the appeal of the property is that it is over 30 acres in size and contains many natural 
features that make it an ideal location for an event venue. The City has had 
discussions with the applicants regarding a future service road and the owners of the 
property have agreed to dedicate the road right of way. The applicant has been 
working with MPCA and the MN Dept. of Health and fully intends to make utility 
upgrades including a well and commercial septic system. 
 
There will be a right-of-way dedicated and used as a driveway until such time that a 
service road is installed. The proposed future cabins will be for guest use only, not 
to be rented to the public for camping purposes. 
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3.0 Conditional 
Use Permit for 
Barn Goddesses 
Public Hearing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4.0 Adjourn 
 

Ms. Palm stated she and Ms. Speilman are very excited for the opportunity to 
promote the City of East Bethel and its environment, and want to be an asset to the 
city. The applicants worked with a realtor to find the property and are anticipating a 
purchase agreement will be signed by the end of the week. 
 
Simon Calderon, 1742 221st Ave. NE, East Bethel is the property owner next to the 
property. Mr. Calderon voiced two concerns 1) he raises horses on his property and 
noted there will be manure smells. He asked if the buildings will be located far 
enough away from his property in order to avoid having the smells be a problem, 
and 2) there will be people coming and going on the property every weekend; Mr. 
Calderon moved to East Bethel to get away from a busy activity of people. He likes 
the peaceful environment and quiet setting. 
 
Mr. Plaisance closed the public hearing at 6:42 pm. 
 
Mr. Terry likes the idea of this business in the area and appreciates the applicants 
seeing the value of the land and environment. He does have some concerns about 
noise, since there may be outside activities into the evening. Ms. Palm noted the 
buildings will be on 30 acres and that there are plenty of buffers on the land. The 
applicants are aware of the City noise ordinances. Mr. Terry asked that the 
applicants work with Mr. Calderone being that their property adjoin. 
 
Mr. Holmes moved and Mr. Terry seconded to recommend granting the 
Condition Use Permit application to Barn Goddesses, LLC dba Ponds of 
Hidden Prairie Event Center to construct up to six (6) additional cabins and 
outdoor venue space. Subject to the following conditions: 
 1.  Site plan review that includes noise mitigation 
 2.  Access approval and road right of way dedication 
 3.  Phase I environmental review 
 4.  Survey 
 5.  Wetland delineation 
 6.  All applicable ICRB (building) codes 
Motion carried. 
 
Mr. Holmes moved and Mr. Balfany seconded to adjourn at 6:52 pm. Motion 
carried.

 
 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Gail Gessner, Recording Secretary 
Submitted:  2/3/16 
 


