
 
City of East Bethel   

City Council Work Meeting Agenda 
Work Meeting – 6:05 p.m. 
Date: March 23, 2016 
 
 
 
     Item 
 
 6:05 PM        1.0 Call to Order  
 
 6:06 PM        2.0 Adopt Agenda 
 
 6:07 PM      pg. 2 3.0 Town Hall Format  
       
 6:20 PM      pg. 3-23 4.0 Ordinance Amendment, Snowmobiles 
 
 6:50 PM      pg. 24-43 5.0 Ordinance Amendment, Large Animals 
 
 7:20 PM   6.0 Adjourn 
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* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Date: 
 March 23, 2016 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Agenda Item Number: 
 3.0 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Agenda Item: 
Town Hall Meeting Format 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Requested Action: 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Background Information: 
The Spring Town Hall Meeting is scheduled for April 19, 2016.  Due to a number of issues that 
are of interest to residents, it is anticipated that attendance at this meeting may exceed the ability 
to seat those present and the occupancy rating for the Council Chambers.  
 
The entire meeting could be conducted in the Senior Center.  Should this be an option, we would 
need to arrange for recording the meeting.  
 
In addition, Council may wish to discuss the agenda and any change in the format of the 
meeting.  
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Fiscal Impact: 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Recommendation(s): 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
City Council Action 
 
Motion by: _______________    Second by: _______________ 
 
  
 
  
 
 
  
 
Vote Yes: _____     Vote No: _____ 
 
No Action Required: __X__ 
 

City of East Bethel 
City Council Work Meeting 

 Agenda Information 
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* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Date:  March 23, 2016 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Agenda Item Number:  4.0 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Agenda Item: 
City Snowmobile Ordinance Discussion 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Requested Action: 
Review and comment on this section of the City Ordinance 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Background Information: 
Mike Harris, 421 226th Avenue, spoke at the Public Forum at the February 3, 2016 City Council Meeting. 
Mr. Harris’ concern related to the City Ordinance requirements for the operation of snowmobiles.  
  
City Ordinance  states that snowmobiles in platted subdivisions must be ridden upon the most right hand 
lane of a City street ( Section 70-141 (1) )  and snowmobiles in unplatted subdivisions must be ridden on 
ditch bottoms or outside slope, or shoulder when necessary, of City streets. 
 
As there are a mixture of platted and  metes and bounds subdivisions in the City, the requirements of the 
Ordinance can be confusing and don’t provide a reasonable means of identifying the areas within City 
streets where snowmobiles can be operated..  
 
City Council discussed this issue and directed Staff to investigate the history of the City Ordinance. Staff 
performed an electronic search and found two items relating to this issue. As indicated in Attachment 6, it 
appears the change was made to clarify Ordinance 44B. Even though the clarification provided a clear 
standard in terms of definition, it may not be practical in its application in terms of the mix of the 
different types of subdivisions within the City.   
 
Attachments: 

1.)  City Snowmobile Ordinance 
2.)  Snowmobile Ordinances of other Cities 
3.)  020316 CC Minutes 
4.)  11/30/01 Memo 
5.)  Ordinance 44B 
6.)  03/02/05 Agenda Material  

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Fiscal Impact: 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Recommendation(s): 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
City Council Action: 
 
Motion by: _______________   Second by: _______________ 
 
Vote Yes: _____    Vote No: _____ 
 
No Action Required: __X__ 
 

City of East Bethel 
City Council Work Meeting 

 Agenda Information 
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Attachment 2 – Snowmobile Regulations of Other Cities 
 
Ham Lake  
6-310 Registration 
The registration of snowmobiles is governed by M.S.A. 84.88 and amendments thereto. 
6-320 Operation 
The provisions of M.S.A. 84.81 through 84.88 as they relate to the operation of snowmobiles are adopted 
to govern the operators of snowmobiles within the City of Ham Lake. 
6-330 Other Prohibited Conduct 
No person shall: 
(1) Operate a snowmobile within 100 feet of any skating rink, sliding area or fish house, except that a 
snowmobile may be operated to a fish house which is being used by the operator if same is operated with 
due care and consideration to all others. 
(2) Operate any snowmobile upon private property without the prior permission of the owner or occupant. 
(3) Tow on City roadways, any sled or other object without a rigid tow bar attached between the 
snowmobile and the sled or object being towed. 
(4) Intentionally drive, chase, run over, injure or kill any animal while operating a snowmobile. 
(5) Operate a snowmobile on any public property, including but not limited to, school grounds, parks, 
playgrounds and recreation areas, except when authorized by a resolution of the City Council. 
(6) Operate a snowmobile between the hours of 10 p.m. and 6 a.m. within 500 feet of a dwelling unit. 
(7) No snowmobile shall be operated on any municipal street, except in the following manner. 
a) Operation shall be restricted to the far right edge of the traveled portion of the roadway, in the same 
direction as the normal direction of traffic. 
b) No snowmobile shall be driven at a speed in excess of 15 miles per hour. 
c) Travel in ditches, side slopes, back slopes and boulevard areas is prohibited. 
(8) No snowmobile shall be operated by any person under the influence of intoxicating liquor or other 
chemical; 
(9) No snowmobile shall be operated in a careless or reckless manner likely to endanger persons or 
property, or in a manner so as to create loud, unnecessary or unusual noise which disturbs the quiet 
enjoyment of others; 
(10) No snowmobile shall be equipped with metallic traction cleats or other metallic traction devices 
affixed to the track of the snowmobile. 
6-340 Owner Responsibility 
The registered owner of every snowmobile operated in the City of Ham Lake shall be responsible to 
insure that the snowmobile is operated in accordance with the provisions of this ordinance. The owner 
shall be presumed and deemed to have given consent to, and shall be responsible for any violations found 
to have been committed by the operator of a snowmobile provided that the following conditions are met: 
(1) First Violation 
If a snowmobile is observed being operated in violation of this Code, and a written complaint is received 
from a responsible person stating the violation and listing the Minnesota Registration Number of the 
snowmobile in question, a warning letter shall be sent to the registered owner of the snowmobile, 
substantially as follows: 
A snowmobile registered in your name was observed in violation of the Ham Lake City Code, 
specifically: 
Date: 
Nature of Violation: 
Under Article 6-340 of the Ham Lake City Code, the registered owner of any snowmobile seen operated 
unlawfully is responsible for the violation. 
If a second violation is observed in the next twelve months, the violation is a misdemeanor, punishable by 
up to 90 days in jail, a $700 fine, or both.   
Subsequent violations may also result in a forfeiture of snowmobile operation privileges in the City. This 
letter will be your only warning. 
Sincerely, (City Administrator or City Attorney) 
(2) Second Violation 
If a second violation within any given twelve- month period occurs, the violation shall constitute a 
misdemeanor as that term is defined by Minnesota Statutes. The registered owner of the snowmobile shall 
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be deemed to have consented to the commission of the misdemeanor, and shall be prosecuted 
accordingly. 
(3) City Permit Required 
Notwithstanding the outcome of any criminal prosecution, if a snowmobile is observed being operated in 
violation of this Code on two occasions within any given twelve-month period, the owner of the 
snowmobile shall be required to obtain a City permit and display a City identification sticker on the 
snowmobile. Any operation of a snowmobile required to have a permit and identification sticker, without 
such permit and sticker, shall be prohibited. Upon the observation of a snowmobile required to have a 
City permit and sticker being operated without such permit and sticker, or evidence thereof, a peace 
officer shall immediately seize and impound the snowmobile as evidence pending a criminal prosecution 
of the operator and/or owner. 
(4) Chronic Violators 
Notwithstanding the outcome or existence of criminal prosecutions for violations of this code, if a 
snowmobile is observed being operated in violation of this Code on three separate occasions during any 
time period, the owner of the snowmobile shall be required to obtain a City permit and display a City 
identification sticker on the snowmobile. The provisions of 
Article 6-340.3 shall apply to the operation of snowmobiles required to obtain City permits and stickers. 
(5) Notice to Owners 
The owner of any snowmobile required to obtain a City permit and sticker shall be notified by regular 
U.S. mail of the requirement to obtain the permit and sticker. No fee shall be required for the permit and 
sticker.  The City Administrator shall prepare forms for application, permit, and prescribe specifications 
for the appearance and display of the sticker. 
(6) Revocation of Permit 
If a snowmobile displaying a City identification sticker is observed being operated in violation of the City 
Code, the City Administrator shall notify (by U.S. Mail) the registered owner that the permit for the 
snowmobile has been revoked, and shall further notify the owner that the owner has ten calendar days 
from the postmark date on the notice in which to request, in writing, a hearing before the Ham Lake City 
Council. If no hearing is requested, the revocation shall be effective eleven calendar days from the 
postmark date of the notice. If a hearing is requested, the revocation shall be suspended until the City 
Council can conduct a hearing. At the hearing, the owner may be represented by counsel and shall be 
given the opportunity to show cause why the Administrator’s revocation should not be affirmed. If the 
City Council finds, after hearing, that the violation did in fact occur, then the Council shall, by motion, 
affirm the revocation, effective with the passage of the motion. Once a City permit has been revoked, any 
operation of that snowmobile, regardless of ownership, within the corporate limits of the City, shall be 
unlawful, and upon observation of such unlawful operation, or evidence thereof, a peace officer shall 
immediately seize and impound the snowmobile as evidence pending a criminal prosecution of the 
operator and/or owner. 
******************************************************************************************************** 
St. Francis 
An annual permit must be purchased in order to ride a snowmobile in the local access areas of St. 
Francis.  The cost for the permit is $15.  A color is assigned to the permit holder that is based on 
the address of the permit holder.  The permit holder may take the most direct route from the 
primary residence to the state trail within the colored zone.  Driving outside the colored zone or 
in the orange zone is not permitted.  The local access sticker must be placed on the hood, visible 
from the left side.  The year sticker must be placed directly below the local access sticker. 
While in the local access areas, the operator shall not exceed 20 mph.  Snowmobiles shall travel 
on the right side of the paved road within the curb line while in urban areas and within the curb 
point while on unpaved roads. 
******************************************************************************************* 
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Blaine 

• Sec. 82-195. - Snowmobiles; operation regulations.  

(a) 
General restrictions. It shall be unlawful for any person to operate a snowmobile or for the owner to 
knowingly direct or permit the operation of any snowmobile within the city:  
(1) 

On the private property of another person without first securing the permission of the owner of such 
property or of the person entitled to possession and control of such property;  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, Minn. Stat. § 84.90, subd. 2.  

(2) 
On publicly owned land and easements including park property, playgrounds, and recreational 
areas under the jurisdiction of the city, except where such areas are posted permitting snowmobiles 
to operate on such property;  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, Minn. Stat. § 84.90, subd. 2.  

(3) 
On the boulevard of any roadway or in any residentially or commercially developed area, or any 
sidewalk, walkway or land designed for such use;  

(4) 
On Laddie Lake; 

(5) 
Directly across a city roadway unless: 
a. 

The operator is 18 years or more of age; 
b. 

An operator who is 14 years or more of age and less than 18 years of age possesses a valid 
snowmobile safety certificate issued by the state commissioner of natural resources;  

c. 
The crossing is made at an angle of approximately 90 degrees to the direction of the roadway 
and at a place where no obstruction prevents a quick and safe crossing;  

d. 
The snowmobile is brought to a complete stop before crossing the roadway; 

e. 
The driver yields the right-of-way to all oncoming traffic which constitutes an immediate 
hazard;  

State Law reference— Direct crossing of streets by snowmobiles, Minn. Stat. § 84.87, subd. 1(b); required 
snowmobile training, Minn. Stat. § 84.862.  

(6) 
Along, on or upon a city roadway unless: 
a. 

The operator is 18 years or more of age; 
b. 

The operator who is less than 18 years of age and at least 16 years of age possesses a valid 
snowmobile safety certificate issued by the state commissioner of natural resources;  

c. 
The snowmobile is brought to a complete stop at each street intersection which it encounters;  

d. 
The snowmobile proceeds along the righthand side of the street in single file; 

(7) 

11



Along, on or upon a city roadway while towing a toboggan, sled or similar device unless such 
device is equipped with a rigid V-type hitch;  

State Law reference— Required snowmobile training, Minn. Stat. § 84.862.  

(8) 
Within the city between the hours of 10:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m., except that it shall be lawful to 
operate a snowmobile until midnight on Friday, Saturday, and the eve preceding Thanksgiving, 
Christmas and New Years subject to the limitations of subsection (a)(9) of this section;  

(9) 
Along, on or upon roadway or within 100 feet of any dwelling after 9:00 p.m., except that such 
operation is permitted after 9:00 p.m. (subject to the limitations of subsection (a)(8) of this section) 
for the sole purpose of leaving and returning to a place of residence provided that such travel is 
limited to the shortest practical route between residence and nearest undeveloped area, or between 
undeveloped areas;  

(10) 
Along, on or upon a city roadway at a rate of speed greater than reasonable or proper under all 
surrounding circumstances, but under no condition in excess of 15 miles per hour;  

(11) 
In a careless, reckless or negligent manner so as to endanger the person or property of another or to 
cause injury or damage thereto;  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, Minn. Stat. § 84.87, subd. 2(1).  

(12) 
Without a lighted headlight when required for safety, such headlight having a minimum 
candlepower of sufficient intensity to reveal persons and vehicles at a distance of at least 100 feet 
ahead during hours of darkness under normal atmospheric conditions;  

State Law reference— Lighting requirements for snowmobiles, Minn. Stat. § 84.87, subds. 1(c), 2(3).  

(13) 
Without a lighted taillight being red in color and having a minimum candlepower of sufficient 
intensity to be plainly visible from a distance of 500 feet to the rear during hours of darkness under 
normal atmospheric conditions;  

State Law reference— Lighting requirements for snowmobiles, Minn. Stat. § 84.87, subds. 1(c), 2(3).  

(14) 
Without at least 16 square inches of reflector material mounted on each side of the snowmobile 
forward of the handle bars;  

State Law reference— Reflector requirements for snowmobiles, Minn. Stat. § 84.87, subd. 1(c).  

(15) 
Without brakes adequate to control the movement of and to stop and to hold the snowmobile under 
any conditions of operation;  

State Law reference— Brake requirements for snowmobiles, Minn. Stat. § 84.87, subd. 1(c).  

(16) 
Without a safety or so-called "dead man" throttle in operating condition. Such throttle is defined as 
a device which when pressure is removed from the accelerator or throttle, causes the motor to 
disengage from the driving track;  

(17) 
Without a muffler in good working order which is in constant operation to prevent excessive or 
unusual noise, except for organized events as authorized by Minn. Stat. § 84.871. Such muffler 
shall meet the minimum requirements established by the state commissioner of natural resources. 
Alteration or excessive deterioration of the original equipment manufacturer provided muffler or 
exhaust pipe shall constitute a violation of this section;  

(18) 
On all public property, including streets, roadways, shoulders and public right-of-way, lying west 
of State Highway 65 between the north and south corporate limits of the city;  
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(19) 
On all public property, including streets, roadways, shoulders and public right-of-way, lying east of 
State Highway 65 between the north and south corporate limits of the city, which streets, roadways, 
shoulders and public right-of-way abut property zoned R-1 single-family residence on either or 
both sides of the street, roadway, shoulder and public right-of-way.  

(b) 
Operation under the influence of alcohol or controlled substances.  
(1) 

No owner or other person having charge or control of any snowmobile shall authorize or permit any 
individual the person knows or has reason to believe is under the influence of alcohol or a 
controlled substance or other substance to operate the snowmobile anywhere in this city or on the 
ice of any boundary water of this city.  

(2) 
No owner or other person having charge or control of any snowmobile shall knowingly authorize or 
permit any person, who by reason of any physical or mental disability is incapable of operating the 
vehicle, to operate the snowmobile anywhere in this city or on the ice of any boundary water of this 
city.  

(3) 
A person who operates or is in physical control of a snowmobile or all-terrain vehicle anywhere in 
this city or on the ice of any boundary water of this city is subject to Minn. Stat. ch. 169A. In 
addition to the applicable sanctions under Minn. Stat. ch. 169A, a person who is convicted of 
violating Minn. Stat. § 169A.20 or an ordinance in conformity with it while operating a 
snowmobile, or who refuses to comply with a lawful request to submit to testing under Minn. Stat. 
§§ 169A.50—169A.53 or an ordinance in conformity with it, shall be prohibited from operating the 
snowmobile for a period of one year.  

(4) 
Administrative and judicial review of the operating privileges prohibition is governed by Minn. 
Stat. § 97B.066, subds. 7—9, if the person does not have a prior impaired driving conviction or 
prior license revocation, as defined in Minn. Stat. § 169A.03. Otherwise, administrative and 
judicial review of the prohibition is governed by Minn. Stat. § 169A.53.  

(5) 
The court shall promptly forward to the state copies of all convictions and criminal and civil 
sanctions imposed under this section and Minn. Stat. ch. 169 relating to snowmobiles.  

(6) 
A person who violates subsection (b)(1) or (b)(2) of this section is guilty of a misdemeanor. A 
person who operates a snowmobile during the time period the person is prohibited from operating a 
vehicle under subsection (b)(3) of this section is guilty of a misdemeanor.  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, Minn. Stat. § 84.91.  

(Code 1963, § 6.02; Code 1980, § 19-44; Ord. No. 261, 3-4-1971; Ord. No. 83-781, 1-20-1983; Ord. No. 86-
925, 2-6-1986)  
******************************************************************************************* 
Oak Grove 
Oak Grove permits the operation of snowmobiles within the City Right of Way. 
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  1 

Memorandum 

To: City Council 

From: Dale Powers, City Planner 

Date: 11/30/2001 

Re: Snowmobile Ordinances 

The reason the Council has the snowmobile ordinances for adjacent cities (as well as East Bethel’s) is 
that the Mayor asked me to compile this information. He feels that East Bethel’s ordinance is more 
restrictive than the other cities and would like the City to investigate rewriting it.  
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ORDINANCE NO. 44B 
AN ORDINANCE REGULATING AND CONTROLLING THE USE OF 

SNOWMOBILES IN THE CITY OF EAST BETHEL 
 
The City Council of the City of East Bethel, Minnesota ordains as follows: 
 
SECTION 1. Definitions 
For the purpose of this Ordinance the terms declined herein shall have the meaning ascribed to 
them. 
 
1. "Person" includes an individual, partnership, corporation, the state and its agencies and 

sub-divisions, and any body of persons, whether incorporated or not. 
2. "Snowmobile" means a self-propelled vehicle designed for travel on snow or ice steered by 

skis or runners. 
3. "Owner" means a person, other than a lien holder having the property in or title to 

snowmobile entitled to the use or possession thereof. 
4. “Operate" means to ride in or on and control the operation of a snowmobile. 
5. "Operator" means every person who operates or is in actual physical control of a 

snowmobile. 
6. "Roadway" means that portion of a highway improved, designed, or ordinarily used for 

vehicular travel. 
 
SECTION 2. Except as herein specifically permitted and authorized, it is only lawful for 
person(s) to operate a snowmobile within the corporate limits of the City of East Bethel: 

.  
1 Upon the most right hand lane of a city street within a platted residential subdivision which 

is used for vehicle traffic.  
2 Upon the ditch bottom or outside slope, or shoulder when necessary, of city streets not 

within a platted subdivision which is used for vehicle traffic  
3 Upon private property or upon lands not belonging to the operator of such vehicle with the 

expressed permission of the landowner(s) or other person(s) entitled to the use and 
possession of such property provided that in the case of "oral permission", the 
landowner(s) or other person(s) entitled to the use and possession of the property is 
present. 

 
A. Operation of a snowmobile on public property not under the jurisdiction of the City of East 
Bethel is subject to the regulation of the public entity having jurisdiction upon said property. 
 
1 Operation of a snowmobile upon the Right-of-Way of any State Highway within the City of 

East Bethel is subject to the regulations of the Minnesota Department of Transportation. 
2 Operation of snowmobile upon the Right-of-Way of any County road within the City of East 

Bethel is subject to the regulations of the Anoka County Highway Department. 
 
SECTION 3. A snowmobile may make a direct crossing of a street or highway, except an inter-
state highway or freeway, provided:  
 
1. The crossing is made at an angle of approximately 90 degrees to the direction of the street 

or highway and at a place where no obstruction prevents a quick and safe crossing. 
2. The snowmobile is brought to a complete stop before crossing the shoulder or main 

traveled way. 19



3. The driver yields the right of way to all oncoming traffic which constitutes an immediate 
hazard. 

4. In crossing a divided street or highway, the crossing is made only at an intersection of such 
street or highway with another public street or highway. 

5. If the crossing is made between the hours of one-half hour after sunset to one-half hour 
before sunrise or in conditions of reduced visibility, only if both front and rear lights are 
on. 

 
SECTION 4. City traffic ordinance shall apply to the operation of snowmobiles upon streets and 
highways, except for those relating to required equipment, and except those which by their 
nature have no application. 
SECTION 5. No snowmobile shall enter any inter-section without yielding the right of way to 
any vehicles or pedestrians at the intersection, or so close to the inter-section as to constitute an 
immediate hazard. 
 
SECTION 6. Persons under 21. 
 
1. No person under 14 years of age shall operate on streets or the roadway surface of high 

ways or make a direct crossing of a trunk, county state-aid, county highway, or city street as 
the operator of a snowmobile. A person 14 years of age or older, but less than 18 years of 
age, may operate a snowmobile on streets and highways as permitted under this ordinance 
and make a direct crossing of such streets and highways only if he has in his immediate 
possession a valid snowmobile safety certificate issued by the commissioner, as  

2. It is unlawful for the owner of a snowmobile to permit the snowmobile to be operated 
contrary to the provisions of this section. 

 
SECTION 7. It is unlawful for any person to operate a snowmobile within the limits of the City 
of East Bethel: 
 
1. At any place, while under the influence of alcohol or drugs as defined in M.S. 169.121, 

which is hereby incorporated herein by reference; 
2. At a rate of speed greater than reasonable or proper under all surrounding circumstances; 
3. At any place in a careless, reckless, or negligent manner or heedlessly in disregard of the 

rights or safety of others or in a manner so as to endanger or be likely to endanger or cause 
injury or damage to any person or property; 

4. During the hours from 11:00 PM to 7:00 AM of any day, closer than one hundred feet to 
any dwelling which is usually occupied by one or more persons; 

5. So as to tow any person or thing in a public street or highway except through use of a rigid 
tow bar attached to the rear of the snowmobile; 

6. Within 100 feet of any fisherman, pedestrian, skating rink or sliding area where the 
operation would conflict with use or endanger other persons or property. 

 
SECTION 8. It is unlawful for any person to operate a snowmobile any place within the limits 
of the City of East Bethel unless it is equipped with the following: 
 
1. Standard mufflers which are properly attached and which reduce the noise of operation of 

the motor to the minimum necessary for operation. No person shall use a muffler cutout, 
by-pass, straight pipe or similar device on a snowmobile motor. 

2. Brakes adequate to control the movement of and to stop and hold the snowmobile under 
any condition of operation. 20



3. A safety or so-called "dead-man" throttle in operating condition. A safety or "dead-man" 
throttle is defined as device which, when pressure is removed from the engine accelerator 
or throttle, causes the motor to be disengaged from the driving track. 

4. When operated between the hours of one-half hour after sunset to one-half hour before 
sunrise or at times of reduced visibility, at least one clear lamp attached to the front, with 
sufficient intensity to reveal persons and vehicles at a distance of at least 100 feet ahead 
during the hours of darkness under normal atmospheric conditions. Such head lamp shall 
be so aimed that glaring rays are not projected into the eyes of an oncoming snowmobile 
operator. It shall also be equipped with at least one red tail light plainly visible from a 
distance of 500 feet to the rear during the hours of darkness under normal atmospheric 
conditions. 

5.  Running lights or reflective material at least 16 square inches on each side, forward of the 
handlebars, so as to reflect or beam light at a ninety degree angle. 

 
SECTION 9. Every person leaving a snowmobile on a public place shall lock the ignition, 
remove the key and take the same with them. 
 
SECTION 10. Notwithstanding any prohibitions in this ordinance, a snowmobile may be 
operated on a public thoroughfare in an emergency during the period of time when, and at 
locations where, snow upon the roadway renders travel by automobile impractical. 
 
SECTION 11. It is unlawful to intentionally drive, chase, run over or kill any animal with a 
snowmobile. 
 
SECTION 12. Every person convicted of a violation of any of the provisions of this ordinance 
shall be punished by a fine of not more than three hundred dollars ($1,000) or by imprisonment 
for a period of not more than ninety (90) days, or both, and be required to complete eight (8) 
hours of community service for each violation. Violators will be responsible for all costs of 
prosecution. 
 
SECTION 13. Effect. This ordinance shall take effect and be in force from and after 14 days 
after publication. 
 
Passed by the City Council of the City of East Bethel this __th day of ________, 2005. 

 
 
 
                                                                                               ______________ 
                               Mayor 
ATTEST: 
 
 
___________________ 
    City Administrator 
 
Adopted:       ________________ 
 
Published:     ________________ 

 
21



 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Date: 
March 2, 2005 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Agenda Item Number: 
xx 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Agenda Item: 
Ordinance 44 amendment  
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Requested Action: 
Adopt Ordinance 44A 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Background Information: 
Council requested that the description of where a person could ride a snowmobile upon 
City streets be clarified.  
 
The following changes have been made: 
 
From:  
SECTION 2. Except as herein specifically permitted and authorized, it is unlawful for 
any person to operate a snowmobile within the limits of the Village of East Bethel: 

1. On the portion of any right of way of any public highway, street, road, trail or alley 
used for motor vehicle travel, except the most right hand lane (except in passing) 
which is used for vehicle traffic in the same direction, other than on freeways, 
interstate, trunk, county state-aid or county highways. Snowmobiles may also be 
operated upon the ditch bottom or outside of trunk, county state-aid and county 
highways where such highways are so configured within the corporate limits. 

2. On a public sidewalk provided for pedestrian travel. 
3. On boulevards within any public right of way. 
4. On private property of another without specific permission of the owner or person  
    on control of said properly. 

  5. On any other public place except as may be specifically permitted by other 
provisions of the Village ordinances. 
 
To:  
SECTION 2. Except as herein specifically permitted and authorized, it is only lawful 
for person(s) to operate a snowmobile within the corporate limits of the City of East 
Bethel: 

.  

City of East Bethel 
City Council 
Agenda Information 
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1 Upon the most right hand lane of a city street within a platted residential 
subdivision which is used for vehicle traffic.  

2 Upon the ditch bottom or outside ditch slope of freeways, interstate, trunk, 
county state-aid or county highways where such highways are so configured. 

3 Upon private property or upon lands not belonging to the operator of such 
vehicle with the expressed permission of the landowner(s) or other person(s) 
entitled to the use and possession of such property provided that in the case of 
"oral permission", the landowner(s) or other person(s) entitled to the use and 
possession of the property is present. 

 
Item 3 of above is similar to the “off-road vehicle” ordinance.  
 
These changes were requested as it was not clear in the previous ordinance where 
snowmobiles were permitted to operate. We have reviewed the language with the Anoka 
County Sheriff’s office to insure clarity. The Sheriffs Department is in agreement with 
the change. 
 
The City Attorney has reviewed the ordinance change. 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Fiscal Impact: 
NA 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Recommendation(s): 
Staff recommends adoption of Ordinance 44A as amended. 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
City Council Action 
 
Motion by:_______________    Second by:_______________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Vote Yes:_____     Vote No:_____ 
 
No Action Required:_____ 
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* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Date: 
March 23, 2016 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Agenda Item Number: 
5.0 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Agenda Item: 
Proposed Ordinance Amendment, Farm Animals 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Requested Action: 
 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Applicable Code Sections:  
Chapter 10, Article V, East Bethel Code of Ordinances  
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Background Information: 
At the November 4, 2015, the City Council meeting, Ms. Jerolyn. Williams appealed a City Staff 
decision to not allow a miniature horse on her property at 19715 Tri Oak Circle. Staff’s decision 
was based on requirements of City Code, Chapter 10, Article IV, Section 10-116, no animal 
regulated by this article can be kept on a parcel of land located within a platted subdivision or on 
any parcel of land of less than three acres provided further, that if 80 percent of the lots within a 
platted subdivision are larger than three acres, an IUP for keeping a regulated animal may be 
issued for any of those lots larger than three acres. The exception does not apply in this situation.  
 
19715 Tri Oak Circle is a platted lot of 2 acres in size and is located in the Viking Knoll 
Subdivision. The other platted lot in this subdivision is 2.28 acres.  
 
There are no distinctions between horse breeds or size included in the City Code. Section 10-115 
of City Code provides definition for animals, parcels and platted subdivisions: 
 
The Planning Commission previously discussed this issue and the consensus at that time was that 
the lot size of three acres regardless of the size of the horse should remain in effect.  It was a 
discussion item only and no formal recommendation was made to the City Council.  The topic 
was re-introduced to the Planning Commission at their meeting on January 26, 2016 and there 
was a lengthy discussion as to amending the ordinance to address this particular request.   
 
The concern main expressed by the Planning Commission was the establishment of the 
precedence of reactionary revisions that only address an individual’s specific or unique request. 
After much discussion, the recommendation of the Planning Commission was to keep the Farm 
Animal Ordinance, Chapter 10, Article V unchanged in relation to the miniature horse issue.  
The Planning Commission voted 6 to 1 to recommend the Farm Animal Ordinance relating to the 
keeping of horses remain as written.  
 

City of East Bethel 
City Council Work Meeting 

 Agenda Information 
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The City Council discussed this item at their regular meeting on February 17, 2016  
 
City Staff and the Planning Commission recommend that no changes be made to accommodate 
this request. This recommendation is based on  
 
Should Council desire to proceed with consideration of a change to the Ordinance, a sample 
revision is included in Attachment 3 for discussion. The basic changes needed to address this 
situation are the addition of a definition of miniature horse, eliminating the requirement of 
limiting the animal within platted subdivisions, establishment of a minimum lot size, restrictions 
or no restrictions to residential zoning districts and number of animal units per acre.  
 
Attachments: 

1.)  February 16, 2016 City Council Minutes 
2.)  Current Ordinance 
3.)  Sample Ordinance Revision 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Fiscal Impact: 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Recommendation(s): 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
City Council Action: 
 
Motion by: _______________   Second by: _______________ 
 
  
 
  
 
  
 
Vote Yes: _____     Vote No: _____ 
 
No Action Required: _____ 
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ARTICLE IV. - LARGE ANIMALS 

Sec. 10-115. - Definitions. 

The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this article, shall have the meanings ascribed 
to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning:  

Equine means horses, zebras, mules, burros and donkeys. 

Other large animals means llamas, goats, sheep and bovines. 

Parcel of land means a whole parcel of land as charged in the county auditor's tax list. 

Platted subdivision means an area of land separated into two or more parcels, tracts or lots by a 
drawing or map filed of record pursuant to Minn. Stats. ch. 505.  

(Ord. No. 115a, § 1, 11-20-2002) 

Sec. 10-116. - Acreage requirements. 

No animal regulated by this article can be kept on a parcel of land located within a platted 
subdivision or on any parcel of land of less than three acres (130,680 square feet); provided, however, 
that if all the lots within a platted subdivision are larger than four acres, then interim use permits for 
horses may be issued for those lots. Provided, further, that upon the sale of a parcel of three or more 
acres located within a platted subdivision, for which parcel a horse permit is in effect on the effective date 
of the ordinance from which this article is derived, the new owner may apply for an interim use permit for 
horses if the existing permit is still in effect and is in good standing at the time the title to the property is 
transferred. Meeting these acreage requirements does not in and of itself entitle an applicant to an interim 
use permit for horses; interim use permits for horses in existence on the effective date of the ordinance 
from which this article was derived for parcels not in compliance with these acreage requirements will be 
allowed to continue but only as legal, nonconforming uses.  

(Ord. No. 115a, § 2, 11-20-2002) 

ARTICLE V. - FARM ANIMALS 

FOOTNOTE(S): 

--- (4) --- 

Editor's note— Ord. No. 13, Second Series, adopted Oct. 7, 2009, repealed the former Art. V, §§ 10-
150—10-154, § 10-154.5, §§ 10-155—10-157, § 10-157.5, § 10-158, and enacted a new Art. V as set out 
herein. The former Art. pertained to farm animals and derived from Ord. No. 115b, §§ 1—8, § 10, 11-1-
2006; Ord. No. 115c, §§ 1—9, § 11, 4-16-2008.  

Sec. 10-150. - Definitions. 

The following words, terms, and phrases, when used in this article, shall have the meanings ascribed 
to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning:  

Adult horse means a horse which is six or more months of age. 

Animals, domestic farm means cattle, horses, hogs, sheep, goats, chickens, and other animals 
commonly kept on farms, or kept for commercial food production purposes.  
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Animals, non-domestic means animals considered to be indigenous naturally wild or exotic and not 
naturally trained or domesticated.  

Animal shelter means a structure for which the primary purpose is the housing of domestic farm 
animals.  

Bovine means bovids including cows and bison.  

Class I horse operation means the keeping of one to four adult horses at any time during a calendar 
year.  

Class II horse operation means the keeping of five to ten adult horses at any time during a calendar 
year.  

Class III horse operation means the keeping of 11 plus adult horses at any time during a calendar 
year.  

Contiguous means sharing an edge or boundary; neighboring; adjacent. Parcels which are 
separated by a right-of-way, easement, or railroad right-of-way, are considered contiguous for the 
purpose of this article.  

Equine means (as defined by the Minnesota Department of Agriculture), pertaining to, or resembling 
a horse, including donkeys and mules.  

Fowl means birds that are barnyard, domesticated or wild, such as chickens, ducks, geese, and 
turkey.  

Manure storage area means an area where animal manure or process wastewaters are stored or 
processed.  

Nuisance means a nuisance that unreasonably interferes with a right that is common to the general 
public.  

Owner means any person or persons, corporation, firm, or association owning, keeping, or harboring 
an animal regulated by this article.  

Paddock means an enclosed area used specifically for pasturing or controlling animals.  

Parcel of land means, for the purposes of this article, a parcel of land is any parcel of land as 
charged on the county or all adjoining county auditor's tax lists. This includes any fenced contiguous 
owned, contiguous leased, contiguous rented, or otherwise controlled areas of land that may be used to 
calculate the maximum number of animals that may be kept on a parcel of land within the city for the 
issuance of an interim use permit (IUP). A contiguous parcel of land may be used in the calculation if the 
applicant's period of control is concurrent with the term of the IUP.  

Pasture land means land with vegetation coverage used for grazing livestock. Pasture growth can 
consist of grasses, shrubs, deciduous trees or a mixture, not including wetlands.  

Platted subdivision means an area of land separated into two or more parcels, tracts, or lots by a 
drawing or map filed of record pursuant to Minn. Stats. ch. 505, as amended or renumbered from time to 
time.  

Youth development organizations means a youth organization in which young people in grades 
kindergarten through one year past high school graduation learn together in various projects, events, and 
activities under the guidance of professional leadership.  

(Ord. No. 13, Second Series, 10-7-2009)  

Sec. 10-151. - Interim use permit (IUP) and acreage requirements for domestic farm animals; 
nondomestic animals prohibited.  

(a) Nondomestic animals are not allowed to be kept within the city. 
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(b) An IUP is required for the keeping of domestic farm animals as regulated by this article in the city. 
The procedure for the issuance of an IUP will be in accordance with the City Code. 

(c) No animal regulated by this article can be kept on a parcel of land located within a platted 
subdivision or on any parcel of land of less than three acres. Provided further, that if 80 percent of 
the lots within a platted subdivision are larger than three acres, an IUP for keeping a regulated 
animal may be issued for any of those lots larger than three acres.  

(d) Upon the transfer of the title of a parcel for which parcel an IUP is in effect on the effective date of 
this article, the new owner may apply for an IUP for the keeping of such animals if the existing permit 
is in effect and in good standing at the time the title to the property is transferred.  

(e) Meeting the acreage requirements set out in this section does not in and of itself entitle an applicant 
to an IUP. 

(f) IUPs in existence on the effective date of this article for parcels not in compliance with these acreage 
requirements will be allowed to continue but only as legal, nonconforming uses. 

(g) It is a requirement for all IUPs issued under this article that a minimum of one fenced acre of pasture 
land plus any indicated fraction thereof must be provided for each animal unit described below as the 
animal equivalent for the animal to be kept pursuant to the IUP.  

(h) The following equivalents will apply when determining the animal units defined below: 

Animal Animal 
Units Per Acre 

1 swine 0.4 

1 goose or duck 0.2 

1 goat or sheep 0.5 

1 turkey 0.10 

1 bovine 1.4 

1 equine 1.0 

1 chicken or pheasant/quail 0.01 

1 emu or ostrich 1.0 

1 alpaca or llama 1.0 
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(i) Animals may graze within shoreland and bluff impact zones provided permanent vegetation is 
maintained and a plan has been submitted that is consistent with the technical guides of the Anoka 
Conservation District.  

(j) Exceptions.  

(1) Youth development organizations may apply for an IUP in accordance with section 10.157. The 
IUP shall cover individual groups and members of the youth development organization; IUP 
application fees shall be waived. The IUP shall expire five years from the approval date at which 
time the organization must reapply for the IUP. In conjunction with the organization's approved 
IUP, individual members shall comply with the following:  

a. Each member of the organization must complete a youth development project permit 
application prior to farm animals being kept on the property. The permit will be reviewed by 
city staff within two weeks of submittal of a completed application.  

b. It is a requirement for all permittees to have a minimum of one acre of pasture land to 
accommodate the farm animals.  

c. Permittee must comply with all other farm animal regulations set forth in the code. 

d. Approved farm animals must be removed from the property within 30 days of the expiration 
of the permit.  

e. In the event a permittee would like to keep the farm animals after the expiration of the 
project permit, an individual IUP must be applied for and approved. The permittee must 
meet requirements of the code.  

(2) Domestic farm animals with an animal unit of 0.01 or less per acre are permitted without an IUP 
with the following conditions:  

a. A maximum of ten animals may be kept on a parcel with a minimum of one acre of pasture 
land without an IUP so long as all other requirements set forth in the code are met.  

b. The keeping of 20 plus animals requires an IUP and must meet all requirements set forth in 
the code, including acreage.  

(Ord. No. 13, Second Series, 10-7-2009)  

Sec. 10-152. - Domestic farm animal shelter setbacks, paddocks, and pasture land.  

(a) Domestic animal shelters are considered an accessory structure and must comply with the 
accessory structure regulations set forth in appendix A of this Code.  

(b) Domestic farm animal shelters and pasture land must meet the requirements of this section.  

(c) Setbacks. All newly constructed domestic farm animal shelters, pasture land, and manure stockpiles 
shall be set back as follows:  

 Natural/Manmade Features  Horizontal Setbacks  

(1) Property line • Fenced pasture land: 5 
feet 

  • Shelters: 50 feet 

  • Manure stockpiles: 50 
feet 
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  • Fenced pasture land: 50 
feet 

(2) Existing wells • Shelters: 50 feet 

  • Manure stockpiles: 100 
feet 

(3) Ordinary high water level of a stream, river, pond, storm water 
retention pond, lake  

70 feet 

(4) Residential structure 75 feet 

  

(Ord. No. 13, Second Series, 10-7-2009)  

Sec. 10-153. - Manure, rodent, and insect management.  

(a) Manure must be handled or treated in such a manner as to not create a public and/or private 
nuisance.  

(b) Paddocks or similar enclosures must be maintained in a manner that minimizes concentrations of 
breeding insects and rodents.  

(c) Manure must not be left on any public way. 

(d) Stockpiling of manure requires a manure management plan that meets requirements set by the 
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency.  

(e) The room or area of an animal shelter where feed is stored must be reasonably secure from rodents, 
pests, and the animals kept in the shelter, to the extent practicable.  

(Ord. No. 13, Second Series, 10-7-2009)  

Sec. 10-154. - Care and maintenance of animals.  

No animal regulated under this article shall be treated cruelly or inhumanely by any person or in 
violation of any provision of Minn. Stats. ch. 343, as amended and/or renumbered from time to time.  

(Ord. No. 13, Second Series, 10-7-2009)  
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ARTICLE IV. - LARGE ANIMALS 

Sec. 10-115. - Definitions. 

The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this article, shall have the meanings ascribed 
to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning:  

Equine means horses, zebras, mules, burros and donkeys. 

Miniature Horse - A miniature horse is an equine never taller than 38 inches when measured at the 
top of the shoulders where the mane ends, otherwise known as the withers. The classification of an 
animal as a “miniature horse” is without regard to the color or markings of the animal and 
regardless of whether it is registered with the American Miniature Horse Association (AMHA) or the 
American Miniature Horse Registry (AMHR) or any other registry.” 

Other large animals means llamas, goats, sheep and bovines. 

Parcel of land means a whole parcel of land as charged in the county auditor's tax list. 

Platted subdivision means an area of land separated into two or more parcels, tracts or lots by a 
drawing or map filed of record pursuant to Minn. Stats. ch. 505.  

(Ord. No. 115a, § 1, 11-20-2002) 

Sec. 10-116. - Acreage requirements. 

No animal regulated by this article can be kept on a parcel of land located within a platted 
subdivision or on any parcel of land of less than three acres (130,680 square feet); provided, however, 
that if all the lots within a platted subdivision are larger than four acres, then interim use permits for 
horses may be issued for those lots. Provided, further, that upon the sale of a parcel of three or more 
acres located within a platted subdivision, for which parcel a horse permit is in effect on the effective date 
of the ordinance from which this article is derived, the new owner may apply for an interim use permit for 
horses if the existing permit is still in effect and is in good standing at the time the title to the property is 
transferred. Meeting these acreage requirements does not in and of itself entitle an applicant to an interim 
use permit for horses; interim use permits for horses in existence on the effective date of the ordinance 
from which this article was derived for parcels not in compliance with these acreage requirements will be 
allowed to continue but only as legal, nonconforming uses.  

Exception  - Miniature horses are exempt from the provisions of Article IV, Section 10-116 and Farm 
Animals Article V, Section 10-151-c,  but must meet all other requirements under Farm Animals Section 
V.    

Sec. 10-121. - Interim use permit required. 

The keeping of animals regulated under this article will be allowed only after issuance by the city of 
an interim use permit for such keeping. The procedure for an interim use permit will be in accordance with 
the zoning regulations set forth in appendix A to this Code. The required public hearing will be before the 
board of appeals and adjustments. The final decision on the interim use permit will be made by the city 
council not earlier than seven days after the public hearing.  

(Ord. No. 115a, § 7, 11-20-2002) 

Ariticle V, Farm Animals 
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Sec. 10-150. - Definitions.  

The following words, terms, and phrases, when used in this article, shall have the meanings ascribed 
to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning:  

Adult horse means a horse which is six or more months of age.  

Animals, domestic farm means cattle, horses, hogs, sheep, goats, chickens, and other animals 
commonly kept on farms, or kept for commercial food production purposes.  

Animals, non-domestic means animals considered to be indigenous naturally wild or exotic and not 
naturally trained or domesticated.  

Animal shelter means a structure for which the primary purpose is the housing of domestic farm 
animals.  

Bovine means bovids including cows and bison.  

Class I horse operation means the keeping of one to four adult horses at any time during a calendar 
year.  

Class II horse operation means the keeping of five to ten adult horses at any time during a calendar 
year.  

Class III horse operation means the keeping of 11 plus adult horses at any time during a calendar 
year.  

Contiguous means sharing an edge or boundary; neighboring; adjacent. Parcels which are 
separated by a right-of-way, easement, or railroad right-of-way, are considered contiguous for the 
purpose of this article.  

Equine means (as defined by the Minnesota Department of Agriculture), pertaining to, or resembling 
a horse, including donkeys and mules.  

Fowl means birds that are barnyard, domesticated or wild, such as chickens, ducks, geese, and 
turkey.  

Manure storage area means an area where animal manure or process wastewaters are stored or 
processed.  

Miniature Horse - A miniature horse is an equine never taller than 38 inches when measured at the 
top of the shoulders where the mane ends, otherwise known as the withers. The classification of an 
animal as a “miniature horse” is without regard to the color or markings of the animal and regardless of 
whether it is registered with the American Miniature Horse Association (AMHA) or the American 
Miniature Horse Registry (AMHR) or any other registry.” 

Nuisance means a nuisance that unreasonably interferes with a right that is common to the general 
public.  

Owner means any person or persons, corporation, firm, or association owning, keeping, or harboring 
an animal regulated by this article.  

Paddock means an enclosed area used specifically for pasturing or controlling animals.  

Parcel of land means, for the purposes of this article, a parcel of land is any parcel of land as 
charged on the county or all adjoining county auditor's tax lists. This includes any fenced contiguous 
owned, contiguous leased, contiguous rented, or otherwise controlled areas of land that may be used to 
calculate the maximum number of animals that may be kept on a parcel of land within the city for the 
issuance of an interim use permit (IUP). A contiguous parcel of land may be used in the calculation if the 
applicant's period of control is concurrent with the term of the IUP.  
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Pasture land means land with vegetation coverage used for grazing livestock. Pasture growth can 
consist of grasses, shrubs, deciduous trees or a mixture, not including wetlands.  

Platted subdivision means an area of land separated into two or more parcels, tracts, or lots by a 
drawing or map filed of record pursuant to Minn. Stats. ch. 505, as amended or renumbered from time to 
time.  

Youth development organizations means a youth organization in which young people in grades 
kindergarten through one year past high school graduation learn together in various projects, events, and 
activities under the guidance of professional leadership.  

(Ord. No. 13, Second Series, 10-7-2009)  

Sec. 10-151. - Interim use permit (IUP) and acreage requirements for domestic farm animals; 
nondomestic animals prohibited.  

(a) Nondomestic animals are not allowed to be kept within the city. 

(b) An IUP is required for the keeping of domestic farm animals as regulated by this article in the city. 
The procedure for the issuance of an IUP will be in accordance with the City Code.  

(c) No animal regulated by this article can be kept on a parcel of land located within a platted 
subdivision or on any parcel of land of less than three acres. Provided further, that if 80 percent of the lots 
within a platted subdivision are larger than three acres, an IUP for keeping a regulated animal may be 
issued for any of those lots larger than three acres. Exception  - Miniature horses are exempt from the 
provisions of Article IV, Section 10-116 and Farm Animals Article V, Section 10-151-c,  but must meet all 
other requirements under Farm Animals Section V.    

(d) Upon the transfer of the title of a parcel for which parcel an IUP is in effect on the effective date of 
this article, the new owner may apply for an IUP for the keeping of such animals if the existing permit 
is in effect and in good standing at the time the title to the property is transferred.  

(e) Meeting the acreage requirements set out in this section does not in and of itself entitle an applicant 
to an IUP.  

(f) IUPs in existence on the effective date of this article for parcels not in compliance with these acreage 
requirements will be allowed to continue but only as legal, nonconforming uses.  

(g) It is a requirement for all IUPs issued under this article that a minimum of one fenced acre of pasture 
land plus any indicated fraction thereof must be provided for each animal unit described below as the 
animal equivalent for the animal to be kept pursuant to the IUP.  

(h) The following equivalents will apply when determining the animal units defined below: 

Animal  Animal 
Units Per Acre 

1 swine  0.4 

1 goose or duck 0.2 

1 goat or sheep  0.5 

1 turkey 0.10 
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1 bovine 1.4 

1 equine 1.0 

1 chicken or pheasant/quail 0.01 

1 emu or ostrich 1.0 

1 alpaca or llama 1.0 

  

(i) Animals may graze within shoreland and bluff impact zones provided permanent vegetation is 
maintained and a plan has been submitted that is consistent with the technical guides of the Anoka 
Conservation District.  

(j) Exceptions.  

(1) Youth development organizations may apply for an IUP in accordance with section 10.157. The 
IUP shall cover individual groups and members of the youth development organization; IUP 
application fees shall be waived. The IUP shall expire five years from the approval date at which 
time the organization must reapply for the IUP. In conjunction with the organization's approved 
IUP, individual members shall comply with the following:  

a. Each member of the organization must complete a youth development project permit 
application prior to farm animals being kept on the property. The permit will be reviewed by 
city staff within two weeks of submittal of a completed application.  

b. It is a requirement for all permittees to have a minimum of one acre of pasture land to 
accommodate the farm animals.  

c. Permittee must comply with all other farm animal regulations set forth in the code. 

d. Approved farm animals must be removed from the property within 30 days of the expiration 
of the permit.  

e. In the event a permittee would like to keep the farm animals after the expiration of the 
project permit, an individual IUP must be applied for and approved. The permittee must 
meet requirements of the code.  

(2) Domestic farm animals with an animal unit of 0.01 or less per acre are permitted without an IUP 
with the following conditions:  

a. A maximum of ten animals may be kept on a parcel with a minimum of one acre of pasture 
land without an IUP so long as all other requirements set forth in the code are met.  

b. The keeping of 20 plus animals requires an IUP and must meet all requirements set forth in 
the code, including acreage.  

(Ord. No. 13, Second Series, 10-7-2009)  

Sec. 10-152. - Domestic farm animal shelter setbacks, paddocks, and pasture land.  

(a) Domestic animal shelters are considered an accessory structure and must comply with the 
accessory structure regulations set forth in appendix A of this Code.  
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(b) Domestic farm animal shelters and pasture land must meet the requirements of this section.  

(c) Setbacks. All newly constructed domestic farm animal shelters, pasture land, and manure stockpiles 
shall be set back as follows:  

 Natural/Manmade Features  Horizontal Setbacks  

(1) Property line • Fenced pasture land: 5 
feet 

  • Shelters: 50 feet 

  • Manure stockpiles: 50 
feet 

  • Fenced pasture land: 50 
feet 

(2) Existing wells • Shelters: 50 feet 

  • Manure stockpiles: 100 
feet 

(3) Ordinary high water level of a stream, river, pond, storm water 
retention pond, lake  

70 feet 

(4) Residential structure 75 feet 

  

(Ord. No. 13, Second Series, 10-7-2009)  

Sec. 10-153. - Manure, rodent, and insect management.  

(a) Manure must be handled or treated in such a manner as to not create a public and/or private 
nuisance.  

(b) Paddocks or similar enclosures must be maintained in a manner that minimizes concentrations of 
breeding insects and rodents.  

(c) Manure must not be left on any public way. 

(d) Stockpiling of manure requires a manure management plan that meets requirements set by the 
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency.  

(e) The room or area of an animal shelter where feed is stored must be reasonably secure from rodents, 
pests, and the animals kept in the shelter, to the extent practicable.  

(Ord. No. 13, Second Series, 10-7-2009)  
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Sec. 10-154. - Care and maintenance of animals.  

No animal regulated under this article shall be treated cruelly or inhumanely by any person or in 
violation of any provision of Minn. Stats. ch. 343, as amended and/or renumbered from time to time.  

(Ord. No. 13, Second Series, 10-7-2009)  

Sec. 10-154.5. - Animal health and animal shelter regulations.  

It is the purpose of this section to insure the health and safety of domestic farm animals in the city by 
establishing regulations governing animal shelters, corrals, paddocks, and the keeping of such animals in 
the city.  

(1) All newly constructed animal shelters must meet or exceed all requirements of municipal, 
county, and state building and fire codes.  

(2) The following apply to all regulated domestic farm animals: 

a. All animals must be maintained to standards of health specific to the breed. 

b. All animals must have access to potable water. 

c. Veterinary records for each animal must be disclosed upon request of the city's designated 
inspector.  

d. Animal shelters must be kept in a sanitary manner, free of the odor of ammonia, to the 
extent practicable.  

e. A consistent and adequate food and water supply must be available to all animals. 

f. Fencing must be kept in a manner consistent with Minn. Stats. §§ 344.01—344.20, as 
amended and renumbered from time to time.  

g. All domestic farm animals must have access to a shelter. 

(3) Class II and class III horse operations in the city must also comply with the following additional 
requirements:  

a. Class II and class III horse operations in the city will be inspected and evaluated annually 
as a requirement of the IUP for conformance with all applicable regulations. The costs of 
such inspection and evaluation must be paid by the holder of the permit as part of the 
annual permit fee. Nonpayment of such costs will be grounds for termination of the permit. 
In addition to a class III horse operation, an inspection by a doctor of veterinary medicine 
licensed to practice in Minnesota must accompany the city's inspector on all inspections. 
Failure to provide access for inspection will be grounds for termination of the IUP.  

b. Stall doors must be in good repair and easily opened and closed. 

c. An evacuation plan for humans and animals must be displayed in all animal shelters. 

d. Grain and hay dust must be minimized to the extent practicable. 

e. Aisles must be kept free of debris and impediments to movement by humans and animals. 

f. There must not be any protruding objects in any animal shelter which could cause injury to 
humans or animals.  

g. Drainage must be adequate to prevent accumulations of water to facilitate cleaning of 
animal shelters and paddock areas.  

h. Animal bedding must be clean and of a material customarily used for animal bedding 
purposes.  

i. Lights and windows must be animal proofed to prevent breakage, to the extent practicable. 
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j. Grain and forage must be free from mold and miscellaneous debris, to the extent 
practicable. 

(4) The city's designated inspector and any peace officers of the state and all other personnel 
under the direction and control of the city whom the inspector believes necessary must be 
allowed access for inspection purposes on any parcel with an approved IUP upon 12-hours' 
notice. An application for an IUP under this article will be deemed the consent of the owner of 
the property to such inspections.  

(5) IUPs not in compliance with this article will be cited accordingly but may be granted time, at the 
city inspector's discretion, to come into compliance with the requirements of this section. In the 
event an extension of time is granted, a plan to implement the noncompliant requirements by an 
agreed upon date must be signed by the parties and filed at city hall. The plan must include 
clearly defined steps for coming into compliance, each of which must be completed by a specific 
date. Failure to complete the agreed upon steps by the specified dates will be grounds for 
termination of the IUP. In no case, however, may an extension exceed 75 days from the date of 
inspection, and only one extension can be granted.  

(Ord. No. 13, Second Series, 10-7-2009)  

Sec. 10-155. - Running at large.  

(a) No person, firm, or corporation will permit any animal regulated under this article to run at large 
within the city. Any such animal will be deemed to be "at large" when it is off the premises owned or 
rented by its owner and unattended by the owner or any agent or employee of the owner.  

(b) The animal control authority, any peace officer of the state, and any other personnel under the 
direction and control of the city, or any agent of the city, may impound any such animal found at 
large as regulated by Minn. Stats. § 374.14.  

(Ord. No. 13, Second Series, 10-7-2009)  

Sec. 10-156. - Riding.  

(a) No person may ride or drive an animal regulated under this article after sunset and before sunrise 
along or crossing a public way without appropriate lighting or reflectorized clothing.  

(b) No person may ride an animal regulated under this article in any public park or on any public beach, 
except in areas duly designated by the city park committee as a trail way or hitching area.  

(c) Every person riding an animal regulated under this article, or driving a vehicle powered by an animal 
regulated under this article, upon a public way, will be subject to those provisions of city articles and 
Minnesota Statutes applicable to the driver of a motor vehicle.  

(d) No animal regulated under this article may be ridden or driven in any manner which would cause 
damage to any hard-surfaced road.  

(e) No person may ride any animal regulated under this article upon private property without the 
permission of the owner or occupant thereof.  

(f) No person may interfere with any animal regulated under this article that is being ridden or kept in a 
lawful manner.  

(Ord. No. 13, Second Series, 10-7-2009)  

Sec. 10-157. - Interim use permit required.  

The keeping of animals regulated under this article will be allowed only after issuance by the city of 
an IUP for such keeping. The procedure for an IUP will be in accordance with the city's zoning ordinance, 
set forth in appendix A to this Code. The required public hearing will be before the planning commission. 
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The final decision on the IUP will be made by the city council not earlier than seven days after the public 
hearing.  

(Ord. No. 13, Second Series, 10-7-2009)  

Sec. 10-157.5. - Severability and conflict.  

(a) Severability. If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, or phrase of this article, or its application to 
any person or circumstance is held invalid by the decision of any court of competent jurisdiction, the 
remainder of this article, or the application of the particular provision to other persons or 
circumstances is in effect and shall remain in full force and effect.  

(b) Conflict. If any portion of this article is found to be in conflict with any other provision of any zoning, 
building, fire, safety, or health ordinance of the City Code, the provision which establishes the higher 
standard shall prevail.  

(Ord. No. 13, Second Series, 10-7-2009)  

Sec. 10-158. - Penalty.  

Any person, firm or corporation violating the provisions of this article will be guilty of a misdemeanor 
and may be punished with a maximum fine of $1,000.00 or 90 days in jail or both.  

(Ord. No. 13, Second Series, 10-7-2009)  
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