
EAST BETHEL CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
APRIL 15, 2015 

 
The East Bethel City Council met on April 15, 2015, at 7:08 p.m. for the regular City Council meeting at City 
Hall.  
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:     Steve Voss  Ron Koller  Tim Harrington 

Brian Mundle  Tom Ronning 
 
ALSO PRESENT:    Jack Davis, City Administrator 

Mark Vierling, City Attorney 
Craig Jochum, City Engineer 
Mark DuCharme, Fire Chief 

            
1.0 
Call to Order  

The April 15, 2015, City Council meeting was called to order by Mayor Voss at 7:00 p.m.     

2.0  
Pledge of 
Allegiance 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

3.0 
Adopt 
Agenda  
 

Harrington stated I’ll make a motion to approve the agenda.  Koller stated I will 
second the motion but I will have to abstain from items 8A1 and 9G1.   Voss stated it 
doesn’t change the agenda, but okay.  Any discussion?  All in favor say aye?”  All in favor.  
Voss stated opposed?  Motion passes. Motion passes unanimously.  
 

4.0 
Presentation 
4.0A 
Sheriff’s 
Report 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4.0A 

Commander Shelly Orlando presented the March 2015 Sheriff’s Report of custodial arrests 
and significant events. 
DWI’s:  There were three arrests for DWI.  One was the result of a property damage crash 
where the intoxicated driver rear-ended a vehicle stopped for a red light.  The suspect tested 
at a .23 blood alcohol content.  The other two arrests were the result of driving conduct.  
One of the arrests was a felony level DWI, due to prior DWI arrests.  The suspect refused to 
test. 
 
2nd Degree Assault:  On March 6th deputies responded to a call of two males who had 
sustained stab wounds as a result of an assault.  Deputies met with two males who had cuts 
to their hands.  They advised they had gone to a nearby residence to hang out and party, 
when a male there began an argument with them.   A physical confrontation began and the 
male then pulled out a knife.  Both males sustained minor cuts to their hands while trying to 
take the knife away.  The male ended up leaving the area on foot but was located at a 
nearby residence.  A detective from CID came to the scene and interviewed all parties.  The 
case was referred to the County Attorney’s Office for possible charges. 
 
5th Degree Controlled Substance:  On March 21st, Deputy Nolan stopped a vehicle for 
expired registration.  Upon stopping the vehicle, the deputy found that the driver had a 
license status of suspended.  The deputy ID’d the two male passengers as well.  A second 
deputy arrived and was speaking with a back seat passenger.  The deputy reported he could 
smell marijuana.  Deputy Nolan asked the passenger to step out and asked about the 
marijuana smell.  The male admitted that he had a “dug out” (which is the container that 
holds marijuana if you’re not familiar) that had marijuana in it.  Deputy Nolan began to 
search the male and located a pack of cigarettes on him.  Deputy Nolan inquired if there 
was anything else in the pack and the male advised he had some methamphetamine in it.  
The female driver was in possession of prescription medication that she did not have a 
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prescription for.  Both the male and female were arrested and transported to jail. 
 
Shoplifting:  On March 27th, deputies were called to a local business regarding a customer 
who had taken two bottles of alcohol, put them down his pants, and left the business.  The 
employees stated that the male was in the business earlier in the day and when he left, he 
“clinked.”  They were unsure what he had taken, but believed it had been a bottle of 
Jagermeister.  The male returned a second time and took two additional bottles that they 
were able to identify as Fireball and Aftershock.  They had just restocked the shelves so 
they were easily able to identify what was missing.  The employees advised they knew the 
male as he was a regular customer.  They advised that when he was leaving, “he was 
clinking.”  They yelled at him to stop but he left. They told him they were going to call the 
Sheriff’s Office.  Deputies went to the suspect’s residence and found him outside on his 
deck.  The male fled into his house, upon seeing the deputies.  They were able to get him to 
open the door and talk with them.  The male denied any knowledge of what they were 
talking about originally but after being told that the employees knew who he was, he 
admitted to “doing something stupid.”  The deputy did observe an unopened bottle of 
Aftershock on the kitchen counter along with an opened bottle of Jagermeister.  The male 
was issued a citation for theft and trespassed from the store. 
 
5th Degree Assault:  On March 28th, deputies were called to a local bar regarding a fight 
going on in the parking lot.  Upon arrival, deputies met with a female who was complaining 
about her jaw being broken due to being punched by another female.  The suspect had fled 
prior to deputies’ arrival.  Witnesses confirmed that the females were at the bar, with a 
group of people.  The females went outside to smoke and that is when one of the females 
punched the other in the face.  The victim was transported to the hospital for treatment.  It 
was determined that she did not have any broken bones.  The suspect was located a short 
time later when she went to a nearby residence requesting to use the phone.  The female 
was charged with 5th degree assault. 
 
Arrest Breakdown:  We had two felony arrests for Possession of Controlled Substance 5th 
Degree; 7 Misdemeanors - 2 for 5th Degree Assault; 2 for Disturbing the Peace; 1 for 
Damage to Property; and, 1 for Burning Illegal Materials. 
 
Orlando stated just to make everyone aware, there are a few scams going on right now.  One 
of them is where you’re getting a call from the IRS who tells you that you owe money and 
you need to immediately give them payment. Do not give them payment. The IRS will 
never call you requesting any kind of funds over the phone from you.  So, do not fall for 
that. 
 
Orlando stated another thing that we have, government agencies, like the Sheriff’s Office, 
we do not solicit funds over the phone.  So if you get a call from somebody saying they’re a 
law enforcement agency and they’re trying to raise funds for something, do not give anyone 
any money.  Do not give them your credit card number.  Do not make any type of a 
donation and call your local Sheriff’s Department or Police Department to check and see 
what’s going on and let them know about it. 
 
Voss asked any questions from Council?  Any questions from anyone in the audience for 
our Sheriff’s Department?  Thanks Shelly, have a good night. 
 
Informational; no action required. 

5.0 Davis presented the staff report, indicating the Council is being asked to conduct a Public 
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License for 
Blue Ribbon 
Pines, LLC 
 
 
 

Hearing to take comments form the public regarding an On Sale Liquor License for Blue 
Ribbon Pines, LLC, located at 1901 Klondike Drive NE, East Bethel, Minnesota, as 
required by East Bethel City Code, Article III, Intoxicating Liquors, Section 6-55.  This 
notice was published in the Anoka County Union Herald.  
 
The Mayor will open the Public Hearing and provide an opportunity for public comments 
regarding this matter.  When the comment period is completed, a motion to close the 
hearing should be offered followed by a second and a vote on the motion. 
 
Once the hearing is closed, staff is recommending Council consider approval of an On Sale 
Liquor License for Blue Ribbon Pines, LLC, located at 1901 Klondike Drive NE, East 
Bethel, Minnesota, provided no reasons for denial come forth at the public hearing.  All 
application materials and fees have been submitted for the On Sale Liquor License.  All 
employees of Blue Ribbon Pines have completed their responsible alcohol sales training. 
 
Staff recommends conducting the public hearing at this time. 
 
Mayor Voss opened the public hearing at 7:16 p.m. and stated if anyone is interested in this 
topic and wants to speak before Council, please come forward and state your name and 
address.  There being no public input, Voss stated do we have a motion to close the public 
hearing.  Koller stated I’ll make a motion.  Mundle stated I’ll second.  Voss stated any 
discussion?  All in favor say aye?”  All in favor.  Voss stated opposed?  Hearing closed. 
Motion passes unanimously.  
 
The public hearing was closed at 7:17 p.m. 
 
Davis stated at the conclusion of the public hearing, staff recommends approval of the 
license contingent upon the following:  Approval of the State Commissioner of Public 
Safety; Approval and submission of all open City building permits; and, Approval of 
Certificate of Liquor Liability Insurance provided prior to the issuance of the On-Sale 
Liquor License. 
 
Mundle stated I’ll make a motion to approve On Sale Liquor License for Blue Ribbon 
Pines, LLC, located at 1901 Klondike Drive NE, East Bethel, Minnesota, subject to 
approval of the State Commissioner of Public Safety, submission of a Certificate of 
Liquor Liability Insurance, and completion of all Open City Building Permits.  Koller 
stated I will second.   
 
Voss stated any discussion?  Do you not have a liquor license or had one in the past Ray?  
Ray Jordan stated it’s just been 3.2 up to now.  Voss stated okay, that’s what I was thinking.   
 
Harrington asked and they’ve never had any complaints or problems with that?  Voss stated 
there was an issue.  Ray, do you want to come forward and explain it? Jordan stated I could 
but.  Voss stated then I’ll explain it.  There was a compliance check violation four years 
ago, three, four years ago.  Davis stated that’s the only issue we’ve had.  There have never 
been any complaints since that time that we’ve received at City Hall. 
 
Voss stated I will say, because I was at this table too, a couple people very contrite about 
the whole thing.  Okay, any other discussion?  If not, all in favor say aye?”  All in favor.  
Voss stated opposed?  Motion passes. Motion passes unanimously.  
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6.0 

Voss stated this is the part of the meeting where we allow residents to come forward and 
speak to Council.  There is one person that has signed in, Joe Vogl.  Would you like to 
come forward?  And state your name and address for the record please. 
 
Joe Vogl, 23818 Monroe Street NE, stated good evening everyone.  I’m here because of 
City Ordinance 10-151 for farm animals, looking to raise ducks or chickens on my land.  
The current ordinance is you have to have over three acres to have any type of farm animal, 
which would include any type of fowl.  I’m looking to have the land lowered to at least an 
acre.  I currently own a little over two acres.  Looking through the ordinances, there’s 
already stuff in place for the type of shelters they need, cleanliness, inspections, everything 
else is in place.  It’s the land requirement. 
 
Voss asked just the lot size.  Vogl stated yeah, the lot size.  Voss stated that’s the problem 
or conflict that you have with your property?  Vogl indicated in the affirmative. 
 
Ronning asked how many are you looking to have?  Vogl stated anywhere from four to six.  
Any less than that and the fowl can have separation issues and they can get sick just from 
being alone.  That would be the minimum amount. 
 
Voss asked Jack, what does the ordinance state right now?  Davis answered you have to 
have more than three acres before you can keep any type of livestock.  Voss asked any type 
of livestock?  Davis repeated any type of livestock.  And, it relates if you live in a platted 
subdivision, even if you have more than three acres, then you have to get consent from any 
adjacent property owners.   
 
Voss stated that’s the case here.  You’re a platted sub-development.  Davis stated Monroe 
may be a metes and bounds, I’m not sure if it’s platted or not.  I’d have to check and see.  
Voss stated just looking at it, I think it is.  Three acres is the minimum.  
 
Koller stated I believe I read you need three acres of property and one acre of grazing land 
to have a chicken.  Vogl stated it’s quite a bit. 
 
Voss stated Tom talked about this last year, right?  Ronning stated yeah.  Davis stated the 
Council discussed this in August of 2014, about changing the acreage requirements.  At that 
time, the motion was tabled and there was no action taken.  Just to give you an example, I 
looked up some standards that our surrounding neighboring cities have.  For example, the 
City of Ham Lake excludes any type of livestock, poultry, or other animals on anything less 
than five acres.  Then it has to be zoned Rural Residential.  Oak Grove does not have any 
acreage specifications.  They just have regulations for the keeping of the animals.  St. 
Francis does not permit these on less than five acres.  North Branch permits animals on 
acreages of one acre or larger and then they have numbers that correspond to different 
acreage requirements.  Forest Lake recently enacted an ordinance in which chickens can be 
kept on less than five acres.  In the City of Wyoming, you can do it on less than two acres 
with a maximum limit of four.  So different cities have different views on this and there is 
really no consistency within those.  It just depends on what the feelings of City Council are. 
 
Voss stated so what happened last summer?  It was discussed and it didn’t get anywhere.  
Koller stated I believe one of the discussions last summer involved a quarter acre lot.  Voss 
asked so were you looking at, like we are tonight with Mr. Vogl, was it in response to some 
particular person with a quarter acre lot?  Koller stated yes.  Voss stated it wasn’t a review 
of an entire, in terms of acreage?  Koller stated no and I will say if you drive around the 
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Public Forum City, there’s a lot of people with small lots that have chickens and ducks.  Voss stated yup.  

Koller stated officially, rabbits would fall under that too. 
 
Harrington asked has the Planning Commission had any say or is this something he could 
go before the Planning Commission?  Davis stated this is something the Planning 
Commission would have to make a recommendation to City Council on since this is a 
change in zoning regulations. 
 
Ronning stated if this request was granted, it would accommodate him but it would make an 
awful lot more people legal.  Voss stated not that they are necessarily worried about it.  
Koller stated it’s one of those things that’s kind of been over looked.   
 
Ronning stated we should appreciate your coming forward and saying something.  Not very 
many would.  Vogl stated I want to point out, though, that St. Paul and Minneapolis both 
allow, with strict rules, but they do allow fowl on their very small lots downtown. 
 
Voss stated my thought is you obviously had a discussion on it last year.  Somebody had an 
interest last year.  We all know there’s a lot of these properties in the City. I guess I would 
suggest we move it on to Planning & Zoning so they can have a discussion on it.  That’s my 
view on it.  I don’t know about anyone else. 
 
Ronning asked what’s your acreage, two?  Vogl stated I’d say 2.05, so just over two.  
Ronning stated two plus.  Voss stated that’s a bigger lot.  So, Jack, in terms of staff, are you 
going to present something?  Davis stated we can add this to the Planning Commission 
agenda for, hopefully, at their next meeting. 
 
Voss stated my suggestion is not to open up the whole Animal Ordinance, but to look at this 
fowl aspect of it in terms of acreage. 
 
Koller stated it’s kind of a generic rule right now where it falls for chickens up to horses 
and cows, have the same rule.  Voss asked is it 100 chickens is equal to 1 horse?  Davis 
stated as far as units per grazeable acre, I think a chicken is like 100ths of an acre.  So, 
technically, if you met the acreage requirement, you could probably have 100 chickens and 
it would be the equivalent of what one horse or one cow was. 
 
Voss stated okay so staff will bring it to Planning & Zoning.  I’d suggest you be at that 
meeting too.  It would be worthwhile for Planning & Zoning and you can be in contact with 
Jack to find a little bit about the details. 
 
Davis stated we’ll notify you when that is, it’s the fourth Tuesday of the month.  Vogl stated 
okay.  Davis stated they can open this up for discussion and you can come there and present 
your request.  Vogl stated perfect, thank you very much. 
 
No one else wished to speak at the Public Forum. 
 

7.0 
Consent 
Agenda 
 
 
 

Item A  Approve Bills 
 
Item B  March 25, 2015 City Council Work Meeting Minutes 
Meeting minutes from the March 25, 2015 City Council Work Meeting are attached for 
your review. 
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Item C  April 1, 2015 City Council Meeting Minutes  
Meeting minutes from the April 1, 2015 City Council Meeting are attached for your review. 
 
Item D  Letter of Agreement for HSIP Lighting Project  
The Anoka County Highway Department has been awarded a federal grant for safety 
upgrades to be used on rural County roads. The funding will be used to upgrade the 
centerline striping with a more reflective material along Viking Boulevard from TH65 to 
the eastern border of Anoka County and to install street lighting at intersections along the 
same stretch of road.  
 
There are seven street light locations planned for East Bethel that include Rochester Street, 
Vickers Street, Breezy Point Drive, Thielen Boulevard, Sportsmen Road, 195th Avenue, and 
Tri Oak Circle. The grant would cover 90% of the construction and installation costs with 
Anoka County picking up the remaining 10%. East Bethel would be required to handle the 
operational and maintenance costs. With an LED style light, the monthly cost could be 
approximately $6.76 per light or a total yearly cost for the 7 proposed lights of $567. The 
costs include electricity charges and cover all maintenance needs for 25 years. The 
proposed construction schedule would have the lights installed by mid-summer, 2015.  
 
Attached is a Letter of Agreement from the City of East Bethel that needs submittal and 
approval to indicate our participation in the project. 
 
Item E  Revised Wireless Communication Policy  
Public Works staff has been utilizing cell phones distributed by and under the City plan, 
which means they carry two phones, one personal and one work.  In an effort to reduce this 
redundancy and inconvenience, we are proposing that the cellular plans for the Public 
Works employees be terminated and replaced by a $20 monthly stipend.  Under the City 
plan, the monthly cost is approximately $20.00 so this is a budget neutral change.  The 
attached revised Wireless Communication Policy changes the monthly dollar stipend from 
$30.00 to $20.00 and also mandates that each Public Works employee set up their City 
issued email addresses on their phones.  This change will affect six Public Work employees 
and will not increase any costs in the City Budget. 
 
Item F  Approve Hire of Seasonal Maintenance Employees 
The City Council has approved the hiring of two seasonal maintenance employees at the 
February 18, 2015 meeting. Under the supervision and direction of the Public Works 
Manager, employees in these positions will perform various types of manual labor in the 
general maintenance of the Parks and Streets Department for a period of up to 63 working 
days. 
 
City staff has interviewed candidates and recommends the hiring of Mitch Renstrom and 
Troy Sylvester for the summer seasonal positions. Both candidates will be starting as a new 
employees with a pay rate of $10.00 an hour with no benefits. Funding for these positions is 
provided for in the General Fund Budget for 2015 under the Parks Department and Streets 
Department Budgets. 
 
 Item G Award of Class 5 Contract 
The City of East Bethel currently has nearly 16 miles of gravel road that require periodic 
resurfacing with new Class V to maintain the surface conditions of these streets. The City 
generally conducts this maintenance by the application of Class V material and bids this 
purchase annually. 
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The bid opening for the 2015 Class V material contract was opened on April 9, 2015. 
Plaisted Companies was the low bidder with a unit price of $10.70 per ton. This is a $.30 
savings over the previous years per ton cost. The 2015 project will be the resurfacing of 
Klondike Drive. The total contract price will not exceed the approved contract total of 
$35,000 that has been budgeted for in the Street Maintenance Fund and approved in the 
2015 Budget. 
 
Staff recommends acceptance of the low bid from Plaisted Companies for the 2015 Class V 
resurfacing of Klondike Drive.  
 
Item H  Approve Optional 2AM Liquor License Renewal for Route 65 Pub & Grub 
Slaw Industries, Inc., dba Route 65 Pub & Grub, at 18407 Highway 65 NE, East Bethel, 
Minnesota 55011 has submitted their renewal form for an Optional 2 a.m. Liquor License.  
This license needs City approval before being submitted to the Alcohol and Gambling 
Enforcement.  Staff has not received any complaints regarding Route 65 Pub & Grubs 2 
a.m. license and recommends that Council approve the renewal. 
 
Item I  Consider Resolution 2015-25 Accepting Bid for the Nordin Estates Drainage 

Improvement Project 
As requested staff has received and opened bids for the Nordin Estates Drainage 
Improvement Project.  The project consists of constructing a storm sewer outlet for Block 4 
of Nordin Estates.  
 
A detailed summary of the bids for all the contractors is included on the attached resolution. 
Dryden Excavating, Inc. was the low bidder at $52,697.50. The Engineer’s estimate for the 
project was $56,000 to $66,000 depending on the options selected. 
 
Staff recommends approval of Resolution 2015-25 Accepting Bid for the Nordin Estates 
Drainage Improvement Project. Staff also recommends awarding the contract for the 
proposed Nordin Estates Drainage Improvement Project to Dryden Excavating, Inc. in the 
amount of $52,697.50. 
 
Ronning stated move to approve tonight’s Consent Agenda as written.  Mundle stated 
I’ll second.  Voss stated any discussion?  All in favor say aye?”  All in favor.  Voss stated 
opposed?  Motion passes. Motion passes unanimously.  
 

8.0 
New Business 

Commission Association and Task Force Reports 

8.0A 
Planning 
Commission 
8.0A.1 
Beaverbrook 
CUP 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It was noted that Koller had indicated, upon agenda adoption, that he would abstain from 
consideration of this item. 
 
Davis presented the staff report indicating the Council is being asked to consider approving 
Conditional Use Permit (CUP) to the Beaverbrook Sportsmen’s Club to operate a gun club, 
and make improvements to improve safety and mitigate noise. 
  
The Beaverbrook Sportsmen’s Club is interested in improving the Gun Club by creating 
additional shooting ranges.  These ranges will not only provide the Gun Club with some 
additional tournament opportunities, but will enhance the experience for the existing 
members while improving safety and mitigating noise.  
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As part of their proposed project, a 700-foot by 160-foot berm with 7 shooting ranges for 
pistol, muzzleloader and shotguns are proposed.  The north berm on the property will be 20 
feet in height and the sides will be 10 feet in height and 10 feet off the east property line.  
The property to the east is a heavily wooded area and there are no homes located in the area. 
 
A wetland delineation was completed and the area where the shooting range will be located 
is outside of any of these areas. There is a Significant Natural Environment Area located to 
the east of proposed shooting range and the Gun Club will be working with Anoka 
Conservation District to install signs relating to Blanding turtles habitat in this area.  
 
The Gun Club was established in 1968 through a Special Use Permit and received 
subsequent approval to construct a large shooting range and variance for a clubhouse  
 
At their regular meeting on March 24, 2015, the Planning Commission recommended 
approval of the Conditional Use Permit (CUP) to Beaverbrook Sportsmen’s Club to permit 
the addition of a shooting range and for future improvements that enhance the safety of the 
Gun Club, mitigate noise and improve the overall Gun Club operations subject to the 
following conditions: 
1. All improvements are subject to Wetland review and recommendations 
2. All Significant Natural Environment Areas will be protected 
3. Property Owner and applicant shall meet City, State, and Federal regulations for the 

protection of air quality, erosion control, dust control, and noise. 
4. All building codes, and zoning regulations imposed by the City of East Bethel will be 

applicable for future development as required.   
 
Davis stated this issue was also brought before City Council at the last meeting.  Council 
requested comments from the Planning Commission.  The draft minutes of that are included 
in your packet. 
 
Voss stated so this matter was postponed from the last meeting.  We had a motion to 
approve and second, correct?  Vierling stated correct.  Voss stated so we’ll continue this 
discussion then.  The issue was the information, the minutes from the meeting.  Is there any 
further discussion on the CUP application? 
 
Mundle stated there’s some discussion on the Klondike?  On if there’s going to be more 
traffic?  Just a question of, I know we’re going to be spraying that.  Will that keep the dust 
down even with more traffic and keep it in better condition?  Davis responded the chloride 
application will control the dust situation as we discussed previously in 2012 when the 
concrete overlay was done on Viking Boulevard and Klondike was used as an unofficial by-
pass route.  The chloride was placed on the road at that time.  The traffic count on that road 
went up from 300 to 1,500 vehicles a day with little issue of dust and the road surface 
condition improved immensely.  Mundle stated pretty much no matter what your ‘book 
throws at it,’ it’s going to be just fine.  Davis replied that’s correct and their traffic is going 
to be intermittent and not continuous as was the bypass route. 
 
Voss asked any other discussion?  On the motion to approve, all in favor say aye.  
Harrington, Mundle Ronning and Voss-Aye; Koller-Abstain motion passes.  Voss 
stated opposed?  That motion passes. Motion passes.  
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None. 

8.0C 
Park 
Commission 
8.0C.1 
CCESR MOU 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Davis stated the Council is being asked to Consider approving the revised Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) between the City of East Bethel and the Cedar Creek Ecosystem and 
Scientific Reserve (CCESR) 
 
In March of 2004, the City of East Bethel and Cedar Creek Ecosystem and Scientific 
Reserve entered into a Memorandum of Understanding that established the Cedar Creek 
Park, which is the City portion, the use of the trail system around Fish Lake, and the 
vacation of the East Bethel Blvd easement within the Cedar Creek Ecosystem and Scientific 
Reserve. Portions of this Memorandum of Understanding expired in 2014 and staff from the 
University of Minnesota and the City of East Bethel along with the East Bethel Park 
Commission have been in discussion and drafted the attached Memorandum of 
Understanding for consideration by the City Council and the Regents of the University of 
Minnesota. 
 
The proposed changes address: 
1. Horseback riding within the University property; 
2. Deletion of work items that have been completed; 
3. Elimination of the construction of a parking area on Cedar Creek in Athens Township; 

and, 
4. The composition of Cedar Creek Advisory Committee. 
 
Attachment 1 in your packet, the Memorandum of Understanding of Roads and Parks, 
remains unchanged.  This Memorandum of Understanding deals with the deeding of 
properties between the City and the University of Minnesota. There is one provision that 
relates to horseback riding but it only addresses a ten-year agreement to permit horseback 
riding on the old East Bethel Boulevard right-of-way. The term of this agreement has 
expired for horseback riding in this area. This Memorandum of Understanding is not the 
subject of any proposed revisions but is included for your information as background.  
 
Attachment 2, the Memorandum of Understanding for Recreational Trails, is the document 
that is proposed for revision. A redline and clean copy are included for your review.  
 
The East Bethel Park Commission unanimously approved the revised Memorandum of 
Understanding at their March 11, 2015, meeting and recommends Council consideration for 
approval of the revision. 
 
Harrington stated I’ll make a motion for approving the revised Memorandum of 
Understanding between the City of East Bethel and the Cedar Creek Ecosystem and 
Scientific Reserve.  Mundle stated I’ll second. 
 
Voss stated discussion?  Ronning asked is there a cost with this?  Davis responded no.  A 
couple things of note that were in the Memorandum that we want to address, there was a 
provision that Cedar Creek install a fire protection well at the City Park.  Well, that fire 
protection well has been now installed at their main office off Fawn Lake Drive, which the 
Fire Chief said is more than adequate to serve the needs of the northern area.  We also have 
access to that well, we have an agreement for their use.  Another issue that we had was the 
horseback riding.  The University is adamant that they will not permit horseback riding on 
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East Bethel Boulevard unless it is done by permit and the City agrees to actually come back 
and clean up any messes.  There is one easement and right-of-way along the very 
northeastern part of their property that connects 235th Avenue with Hupp Street that is open 
for horseback riding.  However, this property is very wet and it’s probably inaccessible.  So, 
the University, from their position, isn’t going to permit horseback riding within that 
facility.  Those are the two main things.  The other one was, in that agreement the City of 
East Bethel had agreed to construct a parking lot on Cedar Creek for a boat launch in 
Athens Township.  There’s never been any real interest in that so we want to eliminate that 
from the MOU also. 
 
Voss stated it seems like, other than the horseback riding, everything else is kind of 
cleaning up the existing.  Davis agreed it is housekeeping issues, correct.  Voss stated in 
terms of horseback riding, do we know how much use that got?  Davis stated as far as any 
official and permitted use, zero.  As far as people who do sneak in there occasionally and 
ride their horses, that happens.  But no one has ever called here and asked for a permit to 
ride horses on East Bethel Boulevard.   
 
Voss stated so currently we require a permit for them to ride horses.  Davis explained that’s 
the way the MOU reads.  As part of that, it has to be permitted, it has to be a guided tour, 
and then the City is responsible for cleaning up any horse mess that is left.  So, we would be 
obligated to come and pick up.  
 
Voss stated it seems to me there must have been use if the University is adamant about it.  
Davis stated the uses that people sneak in there and ride their horses, people sneak in there 
with their ATVs.  Voss stated well this agreement’s not going to change that.  Davis stated 
no, that’s already expired.  It was just a ten-year agreement to permit the horseback riding 
anyway.  That’s expired and they don’t want to renew that, but to do it by permit.  The City 
does not want to do it by permit either because we don’t have the staff to follow around and 
clean up horse droppings.  Voss stated I’d agree with that part, definitely. 
 
Voss stated any other discussion?  Hearing none, all in favor say aye?”  All in favor.  Voss 
stated opposed?  Motion passes. Motion passes unanimously.  
 

8.0C.2 
April Report 
& Request for 
Dasher 
Boards 
Funding at the 
City Ice 
Arena 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Davis presented the staff report indicating at the April 8, 2015, Parks Commission Meeting, 
the Parks Commission discussed the 2016 Capital Improvement Plan. This Plan outlines 
and recommends projects, evaluates priorities and establishes funding for proposed works 
for the coming year and for each of the subsequent years for a five-year period. This Plan 
will be presented to City Council for their approval and use for preparing the coming year’s 
budget. The Parks Capital Improvement Plan will be finalized at the May 15, 2015, Park 
Commission Meeting and presented to City Council at their May 20, 2015 Meeting for final 
approval. 
 
The second item on the Park Commission’s meeting for April 8, 2015, Mr. Brad Kaehler 
with the St. Francis High School Hockey Booster Club presented a proposal to replace the 
dasher boards at the East Bethel Ice Arena. The dasher boards were purchased used and 
installed in the Arena in 1997. 
 
Mr. Kaehler has located a set of 2009 dasher boards that would fit our rink footprint. The 
price for these boards is $54,000 and the estimated cost of new boards and glass would be 
in excess of $100,000.   
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Mr. Kaehler is proposing that City purchase the boards and has indicated that the St. Francis 
Boys and Girls Booster Clubs and the Youth Hockey Association would conduct a 
fundraiser to reimburse or assist in reimbursing the City for this cost.  Mr. Kaehler has also 
indicated that the hockey groups would provide labor to assist in the removal of the existing 
boards and the installation of the purchased boards. Mr. Kaehler informed the Parks 
Commission that the seller was requiring notification of a decision on this matter by the end 
of April. 
 
City staff inspected the boards at the Arena on April 9, 2015, and determined that while the 
boards still seem to be functional they will eventually require replacement and could use 
cosmetic improvements.  At a minimum, if the boards weren’t replaced, it would be 
thoroughly inspected prior to the 2015-16 season and any repairs or adjustment to ensure 
their safety would be performed.  
 
City staff supports the efforts of the Booster Clubs and St. Francis Youth Hockey 
Association to identify improvements for the Arena and offer proposals to fund these 
activities.  Both of these groups have been encouraged to seek outside funding sources for 
facility upgrades and have been given immediate access to staff to discuss Arena related 
issues.  
 
In this matter, staff would be more comfortable supporting a proposal that was based on the 
completion of a fundraiser that identified the amount of Club funds raised and then a 
request for a City contribution to this project. 
 
Should Council desire to consider this request but require more time for evaluation, this 
item could be scheduled as a Special Meeting prior to our Work Meeting for April 22, 2015.  
 
The cost for this proposal is $54,000.  Funds would have to be allocated from the Arena 
Fund to pay for this improvement. This fund had a cash balance of $134,254 at end of 2014. 
 
Staff is seeking direction from City Council on this request.    
 
Voss stated discussion?  Harrington stated I’d just like to add something on that $54,000 
when Brad had his presentation to the Park Commission.  The old boards get anywhere 
from $8,000 to $10,000 so it’s going to bring that price down to $42,000-$44,000.  So, it 
won’t be that complete $54,000.  It will be down $8,000 to $10,000. 
 
Ronning stated if we did move forward on this, the suggestion about being more 
comfortable supporting a proposal that was based on the completion of a fundraiser that 
identified the amount of Club funds raised and then a request, it would be easier to consider 
something like that if there were some things in place that this is scheduled for such and 
such time, they have a bid, estimate, or something to buy the existing boards, so you’d have 
some more numbers to consider. 
 
Voss stated I don’t think we can sell the boards until we get it replaced, though.  Davis 
stated the problem with this request is Mr. Kaehler has located this product but the seller 
needs to know if they’re going to purchase it or not.  So, they’re ‘under the gun’ to tell 
them, ‘Yes, they’re going to buy them.’  Or, ‘No, they’re not.’  If they do, they don’t have 
the funds at this time so that’s why they presented the request to the Parks Commission to 
see if there’s interest on the City’s behalf to upfront the cost and then let them attempt to 
raise whatever funds they can to assist in reimbursing the City.  Again, I think from our 
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standpoint, it would be easier to make the decision if we knew exactly what they had and 
what we were expected to contribute. 
 
Voss stated I was just going to ask, their proposal provides skilled labor to install it.  Is that 
correct?  Davis stated as part of the proposal and the sale, the seller would provide a 
supervisor to come down here and supervise the installation.  Mr. Kaehler and the Youth 
Hockey Association have said that they have skilled people that could perform as volunteers 
to help remove the old boards and install the new ones under the direction of the supervisor. 
 
Koller asked has the Arena management been informed of this?  Davis stated no we haven’t 
discussed that with them because at this time we’re not sure who’s the Arena management.  
Koller stated we should almost table it for now. 
 
Voss stated I hear Jack saying that because of the timing, then we’d have to meet next week 
to decide.  I’m not saying we shouldn’t. 
 
Ronning asked do we have some kind of reliable assessment of the condition now?  Davis 
stated we looked at them.  I’m no expert and don’t pretend to be.  We did take one of our 
previous Arena personnel down there, Mr. Jay Hehir, who has considerable hockey 
experience, knows a little bit about facilities, knows a lot about that facility, and attempted 
to evaluate the condition of the boards.  There was really no consensus.  They’re made of a 
hard composite plastic.   They’re not going to deteriorate.  I think maybe more the issue is 
maybe with the glass and frames that are on top of them.  That’s why I say we would do a 
thorough inspection and make any adjustments to those if they’re going to be used again.  
They may last one year, they could last another ten years.  We did purchase them in 1997 
and they were used when we purchased them so eventually they will have to be replaced but 
is it this year or in five years or ten years.  I can’t give you a satisfactory answer. 
 
Rundle asked was there a life span for the current boards when you bought them?  Davis 
responded I don’t know because I think they were bought from White Bear Lake.  Voss 
stated we’ve almost had them 20 years and they were used when we put them in.  Right? 
 
Davis stated Mr. Kaehler is in the audience tonight if anyone has any questions of him.  
Harrington stated Brad, that was the boards and the glass, correct.   
 
Brad Kaehler, 21445 Old Lake George Boulevard, Oak Grove, stated that’s correct.  The 
one point I wanted to make also here is the East Bethel Ice Arena is unique.  Most ice 
arenas have a 24- or a 28-foot radius in the corners.  East Bethel is 20 and they’re hard to 
come by, these 20-foot radius dasher boards.  I originally thought these were coming from 
California.  They’re coming from Toronto.  They’re still installed in an ice arena right now 
because the Jr. team is still in the playoffs.  So, we are probably catching a break here.   
 
Kaehler stated I do have some ideas for you guys to run by you.  I’ve talked with my 
constituents over here about cost and stuff.  I know you guys are concerned about our 
fundraisers and stuff.  We’ve got monies in reserve.  It’s just if we put monies forward 
towards dasher board purchase right now, we’re going to have to do more fund raisers just 
to get our reserves back up.  So, we’re willing to help out but I guess it would be nice if we 
could come to a common ground.  Does the City have some monies to put in?  If they do, 
great.  What do you have and whatever you don’t have we’re going to try to make up the 
difference.  I’m pretty confident we can get something done in talking with the Parks Board 
last week. 
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Voss stated one of the questions I have that affects costs.  The proposal was to provide 
volunteer labor that is supervised by these folks.  Mark, can you comment on that in terms 
of, I mean this is a facility of ours.  Are there any issues, not so much in accidental things, 
just if it’s installed wrong kind of thing.  Vierling stated certainly I assume the supervisor 
would be there to assure that the installation was correct.  But, technically, the cities can use 
volunteer labor for purposes of installations and park maintenance and things of that nature.  
That’s not an issue.  But, if there is an incorrect installation or a defect in the installation 
that causes an injury, technically yes, you have some degree of exposure.  You do have 
insurance coverage for it but yes, you do have exposure. 
 
Koller asked does the cost include shipping.  Mr. Kaehler answered yes, it does. 
 
Voss stated so Jack, in terms of our potential funding sources, where do we sit on the Arena 
funds?  Davis stated we currently have a little over $134,000 in the Arena Fund at this time.  
Voss stated we just had discussion not too long ago, the fact that’s not enough if we have 
any major issues with the Zamboni or cooling system.  Davis stated yeah, and what our goal 
is, that’s a partial fund for depreciation.  We have been operating in the black on that fund 
now for two years and the real reason we operate in the black is because since the cell tower 
was installed on that property, all the revenue from that was assigned to the Arena account.  
That’s probably accounted for, I’m going to estimate somewhere in the neighborhood of 
$300,000 over the length of time that tower has been up, the revenue that’s been provided 
the Arena.  Last year and this year, we met our operating cost but we didn’t meet our 
depreciation cost.  We probably met about a third of that.  While the performance of the 
Arena is definitely improved, it’s difficult to meet all the operating costs and depreciation 
costs with the depreciation schedule that we currently have.  Of course, the depreciation 
schedule can be varied but we think the one we have now is fairly conservative.  While this, 
is this a depreciable item, probably is, but we were hoping these funds would be available 
for, hopefully, bigger ticket items like replacement of the Zamboni sometime down the road 
or if there’s major costs for the chiller equipment, things that would be big ticket items that 
we have to expend money on. 
 
Ronning stated I wonder if this might be a Work Meeting item to get into some of this.  
Voss stated I think it comes back to the timing of the potential supply.  They want an 
answer within the next week.  Correct?  Kaehler responded yeah, definitely.  Voss stated I 
don’t think we have that luxury.   
 
Davis asked what is your absolute drop-dead day that you have to inform the seller of your 
decision?  Kaehler stated I told them of our discussions we had last week from the Parks & 
Rec and I told them that basically, if you gave us until April 30th, we’d have a decision one 
way or the other.  Go, no go.  I went on and checked your agenda out earlier today.  If we 
want to get a committee together here and have a working session, hammer out something 
that makes sense, would it be possible to actually come to some kind of decision within a 
week?  Do things work that fast?   
 
Voss stated it doesn’t seem like we’re arguing too much about the actual replacement of it.  
It’s the financials on it.  Koller agreed, the cost.  Voss stated and then justifying replacing 
something that is still useable.  You know, considering your account about the radius, I can 
appreciate that too.  Kaehler stated yeah, that’s the key right there.  I was told that in 2001, 
they quit mass producing the 20-foot radiuses so these ones were made special for this 
Toronto rink and now that they’re tearing them out, they’re redoing the whole rink and 
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going to 28-foot radiuses.   
 
Voss stated just curious, how did you find out about them?  Kaehler asked about the radius 
part?  Voss stated no, about even finding these boards.  Kaehler stated I’ve been looking.  
We had a game this winter and there was a body check into the boards, the board went out 
and it almost hit my son, a spectator not on the ice playing.  I said at that point in time, ‘We 
need to do something.  This is dangerous.’  So, there’s a place called Becker, they’re world 
renowned for getting used dasher boards, Zambonis, etc.  They were not able to locate any 
so I made some more calls to some more arena managers that I know.  They put me in touch 
with an individual up in Alexandria and I didn’t think we’d find these boards for a couple 
three months, maybe a year.  Low and behold, he found these in a week.  He just got lucky.  
So that’s what the whole proposal was here.  I really think it’s a ‘diamond in the rough’ 
here, us finding them.  In my opinion, these look like they’re in such nice shape, I think he 
put these in there and you’ve got the ice rink for another 20 years before you have to worry 
about dasher board again.  It’s a nice luxury to have. 
 
Voss asked staff have any recommendation?  Davis stated again our concern is the funding 
sources.  Again, we’d feel more comfortable if they were more clearly defined.  As I stated 
previously, we know these board are going to have to be replaced eventually.  I can’t, with 
any certainty, say they need to be replaced this year, next year, or five years.  We do know 
that we’ve had them for 18 years and we bought them used.  So, I’m sure that whoever had 
them didn’t have them for a year or two.  They are getting some age on them, they’re plastic 
composite, they don’t show too many signs of deterioration.  When you say the board came 
out, was that because of the bracing behind the boards that hold them together?  Or, was it a 
board that broke?  Kaehler stated no, a board didn’t break. Basically it separated from the 
bracing that holds it in place.  I think over the years with the Zamboni running into it and 
pushing it enough, and it’s just in one corner that’s so bad it’s not repairable in my opinion. 
 
Ronning asked are you aware of any additional boards that are questionable?  Kaehler 
stated the one side is really bad as you walk into the rink.  They tilt out like this (used an 
arm gesture to show how much the boards slant outward.)  They tilt out right now and the 
ice isn’t in.  Once the ice is put in, they tilt out even more.  That’s where we had the 
problem with the body check.  It needs to be replaced.  I think we can figure something out 
here to get it done. 
 
Voss stated you said you’ve had discussions with the Association on potential funding.  Can 
you share some ‘ballpark’ numbers?  Kaehler stated well, let’s just say for instance we sell 
these boards.  He’s got a sale already for these, your current dash boards in there.  He’s got 
someone who will buy them from me right now so let’s just say you get $10,000 for that.  
We’re looking at $44,000 at that point in time.  I’m relatively confident with my 
constituents back here from what we’ve discussed, we can come forward with $22,000, 
which would leave the City ‘on the hook’ to be a 50/50 partner.  And, believe me, we’re 
extremely pleased to have a roof over our head to play hockey in this community. We’re 
grateful.  Voss stated I appreciate the efforts.  You know, you don’t always see this from 
associations so I appreciate it and the Council appreciates it. 
 
Voss asked so what’s our pleasure?  How do you want to proceed?  Mundle asked do we 
want a special meeting to ‘hammer’ something out?  Voss stated we’re coming back to cost 
and that’s a nice proposal, by the way, so it didn’t go unnoticed.  Kaehler stated thank you.  
Voss stated you’ve got the challenge of everyone behind you, make them happy too.  To 
me, that’s what we’ve got to work out.  I don’t know if you can expect, I mean we’re going 
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to have to finance it, basically, if it’s a $55,000 up front to get it here.  Then we work on 
selling the boards to defer or reimburse the Arena Fund.  Then with donations from the 
Association to help defer that.   
 
Voss stated I don’t know what kind of framework, Jack, you’re thinking on.  Davis stated as 
far as the funds go, we have those funds on hand.  Especially if we’re talking now about 
reducing the cost by $10,000 with the sale of the existing boards and they’re agreeing to 
split 50, we’d have to up-front $44,000 but we have $44,000 that could be available.  Again, 
we would like to try to retain as much of those funds for larger ticket depreciation items and 
make that grow.  I think the issues here, the only concern I have is, and part of that is the 
fact that a decision has to be made to accept the sale or this guy’s going to sell them to 
somebody else.  They are unique and Brad did describe the tighter corner radiuses in the 
rink.  I think part of that was due to when the floor had to be replaced.  What they did is 
actually kind of shrunk the footprint of the rink a little bit.  If you go in the rink, you can 
actually see where the old dasher board line was, which is set back about four feet from 
where the existing line was.  You can see the old bolt holes in the floor.  My only concern, 
and I hope we would definitely work with the Booster Clubs and the Youth Hockey 
Association, as I think we’ve done over the past two years, we’ve tried to establish that 
relationship.  I think we’ve come a long way and we certainly want to continue that and 
improve upon it.  If we can have some assurances that they can come up with their share, 
then it’s just a matter of time before we’re going to have to replace those again.  Again, I 
can’t tell you when it is because we don’t have any experts but it is an item that will have to 
be replaced eventually. 
 
Voss asked Brad have you had the discussion at the Board level in terms of helping off set 
the cost?  Kaehler stated we have 100% buy in of our Board and they are in attendance.  
Voss stated well that’s good.  Kaehler stated my ‘other court.’ 
 
Voss stated so the suppler is just looking for a commitment?  Or, are they looking for a 
contract?  Kaehler stated I told them I would let them know how tonight went, tomorrow.  If 
it was a ‘go’ or a ‘no go.’  As far as contracts and stuff, I think Jack, you’re going to have to 
get involved with that probably.  Voss stated that will have to come back to Council, right?  
Davis stated if you gave approval to proceed tonight, then we could go ahead and at least 
issue a purchase order to secure the purchase of the dasher boards. 
 
Voss stated I think also to Ron’s comment, we haven’t had the discussion yet with the 
Arena management.  Right?  Davis answered no we have not.  Voss stated I don’t know 
what changes that could affect either. 
 
Voss stated my view is, again, it’s refreshing to see the community coming to the City with 
issues like that and then really refreshing when you drop potential donations to help offset 
those costs.  I mean, you’ve got buy in.  You’re ‘in the game’ so I think that’s good.  I can’t 
see a whole lot of reason for not proceeding with this. 
 
Harrington agreed stating no, I think the Ice Arena is going to be here for a long time.  I 
think $22,000 or whatever, that’s a good price.  Voss stated yeah, that’s a good deal and if it 
improves our facility, it’s a good investment. 
 
Ronning stated we’re saying $22,000 but it takes more than that to get everything here.  To 
‘play the game’ it costs more than $22,000 apiece.  Voss stated if I have the math right, it’s 
$54,000 to purchase and get it here and that includes the supervisor.  Kaehler stated that’s 



April 15, 2015 East Bethel City Council Meeting        Page 16 of 28 
8.0C.2 
April Report 
& Request for 
Dasher 
Boards 
Funding at the 
City Ice 
Arena 

right.  Voss stated and then there’s volunteer labor to install it.  Kaehler that’s right, we 
need to supply the volunteer labor.  Voss stated then when the old boards come out, we’ll be 
able to sell those for whatever amount we get so that will offset that cost.  The revenue from 
the sale goes back into the Arena Fund?  Davis stated correct.  Voss stated whatever 
donations that the Association can make and I assume that can go right into the Arena Fund 
too.   
 
Ronning stated that doesn’t seem like a ‘craigslist’ item.  How would you sell something 
like that?  Kaehler stated you have to go through a broker, basically, which is what this guy 
is.  You have a select market looking for dasher boards.  These dasher boards that you’ve 
got in there now will never go in an indoor rink again.  They’re strictly for outdoor at this 
point in time. 
 
Voss asked is there consideration for a motion to proceed?  Voss stated I’ll move we 
proceed to work with the Hockey Association and to acquire these boards with the 
understanding that we’ll have resale to offset and the financial commitments that the 
Hockey Association has presented tonight.  Ronning stated I’ll second.  Voss stated any 
discussion?  Apprehensive?  Koller stated a little apprehensive.  Voss stated a little bit, you 
know.  Koller stated didn’t have much time to research this but if it requires a deadline.  
Voss stated I think if any fatal flaw comes up in the next week, we’ll know about it from 
staff.   
 
Davis stated again, my apprehension, and it’s not really apprehension, it’s just a concern, is 
not with the boards themselves because if you look, the replacement cost to buy these new 
is in excess of $100,000.  It’s an expense that we’re eventually going to have to incur.  So, 
if we get these now, this is a pretty ‘sweet deal.’  We were just hoping that the arrangements 
for the fundraiser could have been reversed but in this situation where a decision has to be 
made within a short timeframe, then this is the best that we can work out.  So again, I want 
to commend the Booster Clubs and Hockey Associations.  They have worked very closely 
with the City and they’re looking to make improvements and this is an indication of their 
‘walking the walk.’  Thank you very much. 
 
Voss stated any other discussion?  To the motion all in favor say aye?”  All in favor.  Voss 
stated opposed?  That motion passes. Motion passes unanimously.   Voss stated you’ll be 
talking to Jack quite a bit over the next week, I imagine.  Kaehler stated thank you and we’ll 
get to know each other a lot better.  Thank you all. 
 

8.0D 
Road 
Commission  

None. 
 

9.0 
Department 
Reports  
9.0A 
Community 
Development 

None. 
 

9.0B Engineer 
9.0A.1 
Engineer’s 
Report 

Davis stated the City Engineer will provide a report that addresses groundwater issues 
within the City and this is in response to a public comment we had at a meeting in February 
relating to issues at White Bear Lake.  The City Engineer will also provide updates for 
current and proposed projects. 
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Jochum stated we do have some extra handouts if anybody in the audience.  So, as Jack 
said, I’m going to provide some background about the current status of groundwater in 
Minnesota.  Fairly short presentation and then I’ll open it up for questions. 
 
Jochum stated I’m going to start with the White Bear Lake situation that was brought up 
several months ago at Council.  It kind of does tie back into East Bethel, maybe not directly, 
but indirectly and how groundwater issues have evolved over time with this topic.  
Basically, as you know, White Bear Lake is at its historic lows, which prompted a study to 
be done by the Geological Survey in 2011.  Basically, the study contributed three main 
factors to the lake levels:  precipitation; watershed area; and, groundwater withdrawal.  The 
first larger factor, precipitation, historically as of late that has been down.  That also kind of 
relates to the watershed area.  It’s a small watershed area compared to the lake size so, of 
course, the less precipitation, it’s just intuitive the less runoff into the lake, which has a 
great effect on the lake.  The second big factor is the groundwater withdrawal from the 
Prairie du Chien.  That’s the factor that most of the Lake Association is blaming for the 
cause of the lake.  The withdrawal from the aquifers has doubled in the last 30 years due to 
development.  Basically the study, which one of these controls, in my opinion it’s a factor 
all three of them but from the study, the Geological Survey did think that the groundwater 
withdrawal might have a factor in why the lake is going down.  The DNR’s more on the 
other side where their blaming precipitation or climate change because I guess they have a 
little bit more of a stake since they permit these groundwater wells.  Again, it depends 
which agency you’re with or what ‘side of the fence’ you’re on.  I guess it’s a really 
complicated issue, hydrogeology and geology, in general.  There’s really no clear cut 
answer. 
 
Jochum displayed a colored slide and stated this is a pretty simplistic exhibit of a slice of 
the ground underneath White Bear Lake but it might give you somewhat of a general idea 
of how it will relate on the next slide to East Bethel.  So basically, you have White Bear 
Lake up here and then you have the glacial till, we call it, in the light green.  Basically, 
that’s your sand, gravels, clays, and silts.  It’s a lot more complicated than that shows it, but 
in different stages, you’ll have those types of materials, all materials you’ve probably seen 
if you dug a hole for a basement.  You’ve seen clay layers, you’ve seen gravel layers, so 
pretty common materials.  That’s the layer that would be in East Bethel also.  It’s much 
thicker but that’s probably where 90% of the wells in East Bethel are drilled, in the glacial 
till. 
 
Jochum stated these three aquifers are really the main municipal aquifers that are affecting 
White Bear Lake, the Prairie du Chien/Jordan is the main one and that’s where most of the 
municipal wells are drawing from.  I put these formations below that just to kind of show 
you on the next slide, starting from the Jordan down you’ll see those formations in East 
Bethel.  The Jordan/Prairie du Chien up, go away as you head east and get to East Bethel so 
we don’t see these formations for the most part in East Bethel.  We see the glacial till and 
then the St. Lawrence down.   
 
Jochum stated just to note, that hatching area, they’re really not a water bearing soils.  
They’re more shales and dolostone or barrier layers.  So, basically, if you have a thick layer 
of this it would likely not influence drawing water from down here.  So some of the 
suggestions have been that in this area, they will go to the Wanawake, maybe, for water in 
the future but the downside of that is you get less water out of them, basically.   
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Jochum stated this slide is kind of a slice of what we found in East Bethel for Wells #3 and 
#4.  On the left side is a casing slide starting at the surface.  How the pulmonary design for 
those wells was made, was we assumed we’d go through some glacial till, hit the St. 
Lawrence, hit the Tunnel City, and then we’d put our casing down and seal these layers and 
we’d actually draw our water from the Wanawake.  What we actually found was these two 
layers, for the most part, were not there.  It was all glacial till for the most part and a very 
thick layer, more like 300 feet versus what you see in the last slide.  They probably have 
100 feet of glacial till before they get to their good water bearing aquifers.  That can be a 
good thing for East Bethel.  Again, it’s thick.  It’s a complicated layer just like they all are 
but you don’t know exactly what’s in there.   
 
Jochum stated basically Well #3, what happened on that well, was we drilled into the 
Wanawake, found that it was very thin, very low capacity, so we sealed that up and found a 
really nice high capacity gravel layer there.  So, we actually screen this well.  That’s about a 
50-foot screen and that actually is more of a gravel-type well.  It actually produces quite a 
bit of water, probably like 1,000 gpm.  Both of these, we’re shooting for about a 500 gpm 
well.  The plant is 1,000 gpm.  So, that well is different than preliminarily designed.   
 
Jochum stated then we got to Well #4.  We did put that in the Wanawake.  We sealed the 
casing on top of that and then that was a traditional municipal well where you blow a hole 
in the bottom and bale sandstone until you get a big enough reservoir.  That helps the 
capacity of the well.  That well ended up being about a 600 gpm well and this one was 
about 1,000.  Even just, so you can see, these two wells are only about 800 feet apart.  You 
can see the variation in the Wanawake.  Again, these geological formations can be very 
complex.  You don’t exactly know what you’re going to get until you start drilling. 
 
Jochum stated an item of note, we did hit the Eau Claire, which is a shale layer that 
separates the Wanawake from the Mt. Simon.  Mt. Simon actually is forbidden to go into in 
the metro area right now.  It’s kind of a reserve watershed.  Our aquifer for the future. 
 
Jochum stated that brings us full circle, to where East Bethel is today.  It is related to White 
Bear Lake and some of the things the DNR’s doing to try to head off issues with future well 
and pumping.  One thing East Bethel had to do after the two wells were in, we had to do a 
seven-day pump test and we had to monitor 13 wells up to a half-mile away from those 
wells. In that seven days, we pumped 6.5 million gallons and then measured the draw down 
in those 13 wells.  This will give the DNR and the City a baseline of where the groundwater 
was when the wells were put in.  That was the main reason for doing the seven-day pump 
test. 
 
Jochum stated just to give you an idea of how much 6.5 million gallons is, last year you 
guys used 8.3 million gallons for domestic use on those two wells.  So, it was almost a 
year’s use.  Of course, you don’t have all that many people hooked up yet. 
 
Jochum stated to put that into a little bit of perspective, I did some quick calculations.  The 
annual rainfall over the City of East Bethel, if you were able to retain that 100%, which you 
don’t, would be 30 billion gallons a year.  So, pretty small numbers when you are talking 
about water withdrawal here.  You’re actually permitted to withdraw 54 million gallons a 
year as of right now.   
 
Jochum stated the next step to this water monitoring that the DNR is making the City of 
East Bethel do is you monitor five wells.  They basically are measured every hour so we’ll 
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have measurements every hour on the water levels of these five wells.  I would assume for 
the duration of the system design.  Basically there’s transducers in the wells that 
automatically measure this stuff.   
 
Jochum stated another thing for East Bethel is traditionally waste water has been discharged 
to rivers, surface waters.  Then it’s just gone.  As you know, the new plant is discharging to 
subsurface to the two rapid infiltration basins.  So basically, the water that is being used, put 
back into the ground, and not as traditionally as is discharge to the river. 
 
Jochum stated from this, I think, you’re going to see more.  You’ve already seen articles on 
it.  I’m sure that cities that can take water from the Mississippi, let’s say, are going to be 
made to that.  You’re probably going to see a lot more of this subsurface discharge for 
sewer.  I think East Bethel is quite ‘ahead of the curve’ on the groundwater conservation 
and protection.  That’s all I have for my presentation.   
 
Ronning asked do you know if those are stationary aquifers?  Or, are they flowages?  
Jochum asked what do you mean by that?  Ronning asked are they moving?  Are they 
coming from someplace?  Jochum stated they do move.  Ronning stated part of that answer 
tells you how much gets replaced.  Jochum stated sure, the Wanawake, which is prevalent 
in East Bethel, basically flows in general towards the Mississippi River.  And, it actually 
recharges, maybe more than they thought at first, from the dripping or leaking of the glacial 
till but it also recharges to the west.  I know it charges all the way from like the Croix River.  
So, as these bedrocks daylight and outcrop, they actually have water.  You could almost 
look at it as a large pipe, you know.  So they can recharge ten miles away.  They are not 
necessarily just getting water from the glacial till.  But yes, they do flow. 
 
Voss stated Craig, you mentioned that we’re currently permitted for 54 million gallons a 
year out of those two wells.  Jochum answered correct.  Voss stated so as the City grows 
we’ll be adding wells.  Jochum stated correct and we’ve got a long ways to go before we get 
to that.  Voss stated I just wanted to make it clear that if you look at it wrong, it made it 
sound like we can go to 54 million gallons and then that’s it.  Jochum stated you’ve got to 
somewhat prove.  So we somewhat proved that in ten years we could grow to this.  
Because, they don’t make you look at it every year.   
 
Voss stated I think that’s part of the concern that some folks had with this study was that in 
some way the study, the State, whoever, was eventually going to stifle groundwater use, 
which for us is then growth.  So, in terms of that report and our review of it, it seems like 
you don’t seem a whole lot concerned with what we have here.  But, do we need to 
communicate that to DNR as part of this review of this report so we have official comment 
in there? 
 
Davis stated from my standpoint, I requested that Craig prepare this information to show 
that our issues here are not connected with the White Bear issue.  Water quality issues are 
still of paramount importance and that’s something we can’t neglect or consider.  But 
because of the White Bear problem, it basically has little relationship to our situation in East 
Bethel. 
 
Voss stated right, and I understand that.  What I’m saying though, should we then not hang 
on to this knowledge ourselves?  Or opinions?  I mean express the opinions to the State that, 
having it on record, that we reviewed the report, reviewed the issues.  Davis stated they 
always offer that up for public comment and I think we’ve provided comment on that in the 
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past.  If we want to send something special in from our own investigation of where we are 
now with our situation, I think that would be a good idea to have that on record. 
 
Jochum stated I think they’re already actively involved because you’ll see these reports 
every year, the monitoring reports.  So, I guess if there’s anything that triggers their 
concern, we’re already actively involved with them.  Versus in the past, where basically you 
reported your water use.  They had no data saying what was actually happening in the field. 
 
Voss stated I think what the concern was with this report was that there’s be policy changes 
coming from DNR that’s going to effect the communities in this area.  Davis stated there 
were.  In fact, there was some consideration that certain communities around the White 
Bear Lake area, even up to Forest Lake and maybe even Columbus may have to rely on 
surface water as a source of supply.  One of the issues with that whole problem over there is 
that you have three agencies that are involved.  The DNR, the U.S. Geological Society, and 
the Met Council.  None of them can really, at this point, agree on where the problem 
originates.  But, one of the proposals offers for solutions to the situation is that water lines 
be run to serve those communities with surface water as a source of supply. 
 
Voss stated I just think that if this is our opinion and we don’t think we’re part of the 
problem, it’s only to our benefit to let the State know.  Here’s our opinion on it.  If you see 
differently, then we want to talk.  But at least then it’s in the record to the State.  Agree?  
Disagree?  Mundle stated yeah, sounds like a plan.  Voss stated is that something staff can 
put together?  I don’t know what the right means to communicate that is.   
 
Davis asked when is our next annual report due Craig?  Voss stated I’m thinking more to 
this specific report that came out.  That wasn’t part of the annual report, was it?  Jochum not 
the Geological report that came out in 2011.  Voss asked the one that they just held hearings 
on?  Jochum stated there could have been other reports but the main report came out in 
2011.  There was law suits.  That law suit just got settled.  That’s where it came down that, I 
think, Forest Lake and Columbus is in Phase 2 of being mandated to use surface water.  
There’s some Phase 1 cities that are White Bear Lake, White Bear Lake Township.  But, I 
guess there are studies going on now yet.  They’re trying to do soundings on the lake to see 
if there’s fractures in the bedrock.  But I don’t know of the study I guess, or a comment 
period open right now.  But, I could be wrong too. 
 
Voss stated they just had public hearings on it.  Mundle asked are you referring to when at 
one of our last public hearings, a meeting or two ago, that it was brought up that person 
attended that meeting?  Voss stated yeah, when Heidi was here.  Meetings in Ham Lake?  
Davis stated I don’t think that was a public hearing.  It was just a series of meetings to 
address ground water situations.  Voss stated right but there was a public comment period.  
Davis stated there was a public comment period but I think that has passed.  Voss stated I’m 
sure it’s passed, I know.   
 
Ronning asked would you call it informational meetings?  Davis stated the latest one was 
probably more of an informational meeting or report more from, maybe, USGS and DNR 
on what some of the issues were there and trying to come up with some kind of a consensus, 
what some solutions were to the problem.  More or less to point out that there was a 
problem that existed and that the three agencies were working on trying to come up with a 
solution.  But, I think we should definitely be on record in some form or fashion, whether 
it’s through our annual report, or an addendum, or just a separate letter indicating what we 
feel our status here is in East Bethel and indicate we don’t foresee any issues at this point.  
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Let them know where we stand on the matter. 
 
Voss asked any other questions for Craig?  Mundle asked was there updates on other 
projects?  Voss asked do you have anything else? 
 
Jochum stated I can give an update on the projects.  Basically, Lift Station #1 is done and it 
was closed out last Council meeting, payment.  The Forcemain Project still has some punch 
list items that will be taken care of as soon as road restrictions get taken off.  The Nordin 
Estates tonight was awarded, of course.  We took bids on Friday.  The Lincoln Laurel 
Longfellow Project, do we still have one or two?  Davis stated we still have two but one is, 
as soon as they give me a time to meet with them we’ll get that one executed.  Jochum 
stated hopefully that will be resolved this month.  Then we’ll bid that in May, that project.  
Probably would be a late June start then.  Then I guess the last thing going on is the 
decommissioning of the Wastewater Treatment Plan at Castle Towers.  We’re breaking it 
up into two phases.  Phase 1 basically cleaning all the sludge, removing the liner, any kind 
or type of contamination pipes, out of there.  That report and plan set is to the MPCA for 
comment.  Hopefully, that will be resolved here and comments received back in the next 
two to three weeks.  Then that will probably be coming to Council to get your opinions on 
whether that could be bid.  I guess the thought is that’s kind of a specialty contractor.  Once 
we get that out of the way then we can see how much money we have left to see if we’re 
going to do additional site grading or if that would wait until a developer or whatever the 
City decides to do with the project.  Again, Phase 1 for that is at the MPCA for review.  I 
think that’s all the projects. 
 
Voss asked any other questions for Craig?  Thank you. 
 
Informational; no action required. 
 

9.0C 
City Attorney 

None. 
 

9.0D 
Finance 

None. 

9.0E 
Public Works 

None. 

9.0F 
Fire 
Department 
9.0F.1 
March Report 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DuCharme stated thank you Council.  First of all, I’d like to start off, East Bethel Fire 
Department has a great relationship with the Minnesota DNR, their fire program.  And, Art 
Widerstrom has been one of the State Foresters that has been assigned to the Metro area.  
After 47 years and two months, Art retired at the end of the month and I miss him already.  
If Art or any of his friends or family are listening, I know East Bethel misses him and he’ll 
be a hard one to replace.  He helped us a lot with equipment and other things.  So, we miss 
him. 
 
DuCharme stated tomorrow, April 16th, we’re going to have a tornado drill.  I want the 
Council to know it.  I want our audience to know it and I also want our citizens to know it.  
The sirens are going to sound twice tomorrow for a mock tornado warning.  The first one is 
going to be at 1:45 in the afternoon.  The sirens will go off and it will be a simulated 
tornado warning.  Then the sirens are going to go off in the evening, at 6:55 p.m.  Once 
again, that’s just a mock warning and gives a chance for the public to think about what 
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they’re going to do in case of a tornado or really bad weather.  It’s a great time to do that. 
 
DuCharme stated one thing about our outdoor warning sirens, they’re outdoor warning 
sirens.  Okay?  They’re designed to warn people when they’re outside.  So sometimes when 
we’re in our houses, we can’t hear them as much.  But, I just want the public to know that.  
The other thing I want them to know is that there is no such thing as an ‘all clear siren.’  If 
you hear sirens, that means we’ve got weather in the area and we’ve got to take cover.  We 
don’t sound the sirens for ‘all clear.’  Okay?  So, once again, that’s going to be tomorrow.  
We’ll sound the sirens, well I won’t but National Weather Service will sound the sirens at 
1:45 and then again at 6:55. 
 
Mundle asked is that Statewide then?  DuCharme answered that’s Statewide so all six 
National Weather Stations in the State are going to participate in that.  And, you’ll probably 
see if you’re watching TV or listening to the radio, they’ll post these mock tornado watch is 
what they’ll start with and then a mock tornado warning and then the sirens will sound. 
 
DuCharme stated here’s one other thing.  A few years ago, we had some bad weather that 
moved in at the same day they were going to do this.  So, if weather looks like it could be 
an issue then they’ll cancel that and they’ll do it the next day.  But, that will be tomorrow, 
please listen for that. 
 
Harrington asked could I ask you one on that?  Is it strictly tornados for our sirens?  Some 
cities sound their sirens for severe thunderstorms.  DuCharme stated you’re right, Tim, 
about that.  The County is in charge of activating our weather sirens.  The Fire Chief, Shelly 
our Sheriff liaison, we don’t have any control on that.  It’s the County that does that, 
County Dispatch, and they’ll sound those for winds that are projected to be like 50 miles, 65 
miles an hour or above.  So they will, on straight-line winds, non-tornadic activity, they will 
sound that.  Anytime we hear a siren, we’ve got to get in.  We’ve got places in our City 
where a little bit of wind, where those branches are falling and everything else.  I also 
remember being out with a Council person one time and I thought we were going to get hit 
in the head.  So, be aware. 
 
DuCharme stated the other thing I’m going to report on is, as Council knows because we 
made you go through it, our HeartSafe Program is off and running and doing really well.  
I’ve got just a quick report that so far we’ve trained over 250 residents in East Bethel.  
We’re about 30% to our goal of training.  We believe that at the end of the year we’re going 
to meet our goal and we’ll have the designation as a HeartSafe City.  We’re working really, 
really hard on it.  The team met with the Coon Lake Beach Community Center people and 
did a training over there, assisted them with installing an AED, and on Sunday I’ll be over 
at their Pancake Breakfast, which starts at 9 o’clock in the morning, to accept a $2,000 
donation that they’re going to give the Fire Department.  On the next Council agenda, we’ll 
have that there for formal acceptance. 
 
DuCharme stated I really want you to know that we’ve got a strong team.  I just want to 
read off a couple firefighter’s names.  We’ve got Wade Hoffman, Ryan Henry, Tammy 
Gimpl, Doug Dobbert, Chad Fish, Jeremy Shierts, and Troy Lachinski that have really 
worked hard in this program and they’re making East Bethel a safer community.  We’re 
looking forward to that.  We’re also, the Community Center is buying an AED for the Coon 
Lake Market that our team’s going to install. 
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Voss asked Mark, the Department offers the training once a month?  DuCharme responded 
yes.  Voss asked and what night?  DuCharme stated usually Thursday nights and it’s on 
Facebook.  Voss asked it’s the last Thursday?  DuCharme stated well it’s not necessarily the 
last one.  We’ve got it posted on Facebook and it’s East Bethel Heart Safe.  You can find us 
on there.  It’s got the whole schedule.  We actually do it like the second and fourth 
Thursdays, is when we do it. 
 
Voss asked do we have it on the City calendar as well Jack?  Do you know?  On the 
website?  Davis stated no, we don’t have that information.  We can add that though.  
DuCharme stated I’ll make sure that we have that information posted. 
 
DuCharme reported that in the month of March, I’d like to talk a little bit about our fire 
calls.  Our fire calls or emergency calls, we had 52 of them.  We had a few mutual aids.  A 
couple of mutual aids didn’t amount to much as far as we were concerned.  Instead, we 
were just standby.  We had a number of medical calls.  Out of those 52, we had 34 medical 
calls.  You know, when you look at the report in March, we ran on 34 medical calls and of 
those 34, 25 were transported by ambulance to hospital.  But, we also had a number of calls.  
The reason why that number is a little bit skewed is we had a number of calls of elderly 
population that have med-alert buttons to press and medical alerts where we went and 
actually, they had fallen and we helped them.  I’m going to tell our senior population that 
we don’t mind doing that at all.  It’s a service that we’re proud to provide. 
 
DuCharme stated when you look at the first quarter of 2015, we’ve run on 151 calls.  We’re 
way ahead of what we were last year and I’ve put in your package a little chart on January 
to March, the first quarter.  You can see that in the five-year history, this is the highest 
we’ve run on calls in the first quarter.  Now, this is coming off 2014 when we had a very 
good decrease in calls.  So, sometimes that happens. 
 
DuCharme stated we continued to run very high level of EMS calls and in the first quarter, 
as you can see, we’ve run a lot of medical calls this first quarter.  Some very good ones and 
some very bad ones.  So, 72% of our calls were EMS related.  Of all the EMS calls, and 
there were 108 of them, most of those people are transported, over 90% of the people are 
actually transported and many times we’ll do what we call ‘packaging,’ getting them ready 
for the ambulance and get them off.   
 
DuCharme stated real quick here, the last one is type of medical calls.  You can kind of take 
a look at what we run.  When we talk about medical complications, those are complications 
from people having diseases or just illnesses and we’re there to help them.  Does Council 
have any questions at all? 
 
Mundle asked how are the, and this is related to the flu, are those kind down from the 
previous months?  DuCharme stated you know it’s real interesting.  We did have a flu 
outbreak and I think we talked about it a little bit.  Right now, this is the prime seasons for 
what we call RSV, which is a respiratory virus.  We were just talking to a doctor, right now 
is the peak of that and it, once again, affects the people who are compromised, their immune 
system is compromised by other illnesses and everything else.  We’ve got to be real careful 
in our population that has RSV, real careful.  Voss stated I hope it’s not me coughing.  
That’s allergies. 
 
Ronning asked Mark, was there a fire in the City this evening, down Polk Street around 
Jackson?  There was a lot of smoke going up in the air.  DuCharme stated Oak Grove had a 
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grass fire earlier.  We had the DNR actually staged in our parking lot this afternoon because 
they expected that East Bethel would be the ‘hot spot’ for fires and it didn’t happen.  It 
happened all around us but we didn’t get the wind.  Oak Grove had a fire and Ham Lake 
also, I think they had a grass fire there too that they were working pretty hard on.  About a 
2-3 acre fire, it sounded like. 
 
Ronning asked of the EMS, did we lose anybody?  DuCharme stated we have good ones 
and bad ones.  Ronning stated that sounds like maybe.  DuCharme stated yeah. 
 
DuCharme stated remember we’ve got the burning ban on.  You can have recreational fires.  
The recreational fires are three-feet wide, three-feet high.  You can’t burn your leaves in it.  
We had a guy yesterday that was burning his leaves and actually DNR is going to send him 
a bill for being out there.  You can’t burn your leaves and you can’t burn garbage in there. 
 
Harrington asked can I make one comment you could maybe pass on to the DNR?  
Yesterday afternoon I was coming down 22, there was one of their vehicles that was 
coming down with just the lights on.  Maybe if he could put his siren on because cars 
weren’t pulling over for him until he got up to 65.  So, just let him know. DuCharme stated 
I’m sure we’ll see him tomorrow.  Lately they’ve been running the Managers out on the 
trucks too so I’ll mention it to him.  Harrington stated okay. 
 
Voss asked anything else for Mark?  Thank you.  DuCharme stated okay, thank you. 
 
Informational; no action required. 
 

9.0G 
City 
Administrator 
9.0G.1 
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Management 
Services 
Contractor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It was noted that Koller had indicated, upon agenda adoption, that he would abstain from 
consideration of this item.  At this point, Koller left the Council dais. 
 
Davis presented the staff report, indicating the City of East Bethel managed and operated 
the City Ice Arena with City Staff until 2006.  From 2006 to 2008, the City contracted with 
the National Sports Center for management services.  The National Sports Center declined 
to exercise their option to extend their contract at the end of the 2008 season.  As a result, 
the City solicited other management proposals for the operation of the facility and awarded 
a contract to Gibson Management Company, LLC.  Gibson Management has operated the 
Arena for the past seven years.   
 
The City Ice Arena operates as an Enterprise Fund. The Fund had a cash balance deficit of 
$134,835 in 2011 but currently has a positive cash balance of $134,254.  City levies are not 
used to support the Arena; however, revenues from the cell tower on site were allocated to 
the Arena Fund prior to and through 2014.  The goal of the City, at minimum, is to operate 
this facility with all costs paid through user fees. This position was made abundantly clear 
to all those who have submitted RFP’s.  
 
Aside from the outsourcing of the management of the Arena to an independent contractor as 
we have done since 2006, the City could consider the following alternative options: 
• Lease the facility outright to a user; or 
• Hire a contract manager and operate the facility under the umbrella of the City. 
 
The major issue with leasing is protecting the City’s investment in the facility and 
establishing responsibilities for maintenance and use of the equipment and property. 
Directly contracting the management as a City function, while a consideration, could create 
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a position and role that has the potential to expand well beyond its anticipated purpose and 
produce an additional level of management and possible expense.  Staff is of the opinion 
that contracting with an independent management company is the most efficient and 
economical means to operate the facility at this time.  
 
A Request for Proposals (RFPs) for the Arena Management Contract were advertised in the 
Anoka Union, City website, and with the League of Minnesota Cities. There were two 
submittals for the Management Services Contract: 

Gibson Management, LLC of Rochester, Minnesota; and,  
Victory Management of Isanti, Minnesota 

 
The City Council received and reviewed presentations of the management proposals from 
these two firms at a Work Meeting on March 25, 2015.  
 
The City has budgeted $79,000 for this service for the 2016 Budget. Both proposals exceed 
this amount and it is recommended that the contractor selected be open to negotiate their 
quote for services.  Staff recommends that a contract award be provided for a term of not 
less than two nor more than three years.  
 
Staff recommends that Council consider approval of a contractor from the above list to 
provide management services for the City Ice Arena and direct staff to negotiate a contract 
for these services with the selected contractor and present the negotiated contract for 
consideration of approval at the May 20, 2015, City Council Meeting.  
 
Ronning stated I move to table this for the Work Meeting for the review.  Ronning 
stated I think there was some things that came up at that Work Meeting last time that we 
didn’t really investigate.  Didn’t get any more information on.  Harrington stated I’ll 
second.   
 
Voss stated discussion?  What things in particular that you think are unresolved?  Ronning 
stated technically, there isn’t discussion, but there was one that we spoke about.  A website 
cost and there was a response that not doing the website the way proposed would reduce the 
cost by, I’m not sure what the number was.  Davis responded $6,000.  Ronning stated so 
what does that do and also I’d like to see the last year’s proposal and compare it to this 
year’s proposal.  Davis stated the actual RFPs that were submitted?  Or, the contract with 
Gibson?  Ronning stated the proposal that was submitted for us to consider, for our 
consideration.  True or not, I don’t know, I’ve heard that there were some commitments 
made last time that didn’t happen.  We were a little, there was a reason why we went with a 
one-year contract.  They seem like fair questions.   
 
Voss stated okay there’s a motion and second to table.  All in favor say aye?”  Harrington, 
Mundle Ronning and Voss-Aye; Koller-Abstain.  Voss stated opposed?  Motion passes.  
 
Voss stated you want to send this back to a Work Meeting so it’s really not tabling it.  
Right?   We’re not going to have any action at a Work Meeting.  Ronning stated I think I 
said table for review at the next Work Meeting.  Voss stated all right, the next Work 
Meeting then.  Anything else Jack?  Davis responded that’s all on that. 
 
At this point, Koller returned to the Council dais. 
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Davis stated there’s a Local Government Official’s meeting on Wednesday, March 29th.  I 
sent some information out a week or so ago.  Voss asked did you say March 29th?  Davis 
said excuse me, April 29th, I’m a month behind.  If any of you are interested in attending, let 
me know and we’ll RSVP for you.   
 
Davis asked everybody remember the Town Hall Meeting is scheduled for April 23rd, which 
is a week from tomorrow at 6 p.m.  Also, the Spring Recycle Day is scheduled for Saturday, 
April 25th at the Ice Arena.  It will run from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
 
Davis stated we have a Work Meeting scheduled for April 22nd and aside from the Rental 
Ordinance and now the further discussion of the Ice Arena Contract, I’d like to add a 
discussion and review of where we are with our Met Council Environmental Services 
negotiation and discussion and to see if there’s any other items that you wish to add to that 
agenda. 
 
Voss asked anyone have suggestions?  Anything they want to suggest be added to the Work 
Meeting?  Mundle asked how much time do we want because Booster Day is coming up.  
How much time do we need as a Council to discuss that?  Voss asked Booster Day?   
Mundle answered yeah.  Voss stated we really don’t discuss Booster Days too much, do 
we?  Davis stated I think Brian was interested in discussing what the City’s role is in 
Booster Day and either defining that or exploring different options.  Mundle stated if we 
want to volunteer in some way or if we want to have any involvement, no involvement. 
 
Ronning stated historically I think it’s been a completely separate function.  Voss asked are 
you talking about us being involved?  Or staff being involved?  Mundle responded Council.  
Voss stated I’m not sitting in a dunk tank, I’ll tell you that right now.  Ronning stated it 
seems like a reasonable discussion.  Mundle stated I just think that as leaders of the 
community, we should have some sort of presence there beyond just attending it.  Just so 
the community can meet us and talk with us. 
 
Voss asked anything else for the Work Meeting?  Davis stated that’s four issues.  Voss 
stated I think we’ll probably want to put the Ice Arena on top, talk about that first.  Davis 
replied yeah.  Voss stated so it’s the 22nd at 6 o’clock?  Or 7?  Davis stated your pleasure as 
to the hour.  Voss asked is there a suggestion on time?  Koller stated let’s do 6 o’clock.  
That way if it goes a little longer.  Voss stated I’m fine with 6.  Anything else?  Davis stated 
that’s it. 
 

10.0B  
Council  
Report – 
Member 
Harrington 

Harrington stated just to add onto Jack’s, the 25th of April we’ve got Arbor Day.  We’re 
going to plant a tree up in Booster East at 10 o’clock on Saturday morning.  The East Bethel 
Lions have their garage sale at the Ice Arena on May 1st and 2nd, Friday from 8 to 5, 
Saturday from 8 to 3.  Two of our local businesses have open houses the 25th.  Plow World 
from 10 to 4 and Northway Sports, May 1st and 2nd, Friday from 10 to 6, Saturday from 10 
to 3.  That’s all I’ve got. 
 

Council 
Member 
Ronning 
 
 
 
 

Ronning stated the Road Commission met last night.  They went through their budget 
recommendations and things and will be forwarding that to us.  At the next meeting, Jack?  
Davis stated that will be on our first of May meeting. 
 
Ronning stated there was a question about what the weather did to us as far as cost this year.  
Nate indicated it came in at, overtime especially, came in about 2% below what was 
expected and budgeted.  They ended up with a minimum salt use so that expense.  Voss 
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stated we probably had a surplus of salt in our area.  Ronning stated yeah, I would think so.  
Davis stated we have a cold storage shed that’s completely full of salt.  It can’t hold another 
grain, which is good. 
 
Ronning stated there was discussion about the service road from, what is it Johnson or 
something to Viking, Buchanan?  Davis stated we just call it the northwest quadrant, where 
it’s going to go.  Ronning stated okay, what he said.  There’s an A and a B proposal in there 
now and they had quite a bit of discussion on that.  The A is the closer one to 65.  The B is 
the one that would be under the power line.  Voss asked the straight shot?  Ronning replied 
yes.   
 
Ronning stated there was discussion about getting some real data for was it Hanson or 9 has 
one of those shredded tire base.  Davis stated the County is doing several of these.  One of 
them is on Hanson Boulevard from Crosstown south.  They’ve done another one on County 
Road 14 east of Lino Lakes.  Oak Grove did one on 221st from Drake Street, 1,500 feet east 
going back toward County Road 9.  Nate is going to come up with several projects that have 
been done so we can evaluate them and see what their success is.  And, Craig is giving us 
some valuable information on that also. 
 
Ronning stated some of the discussion was getting adequate, reliable information that 
engineers, for one thing.  I was suggesting get some borings, see what’s down there.  I think 
you guys know how to fix it but what’s down there none of us know.  There was some kind 
of a foam process and some other thing that they encase in some kind of material.  They’ve 
been successful but we better know that we’re doing a right thing before we make a mess.   
 
Ronning stated 209th at Highway 65 was discussed about garbage dumping in there.  So, 
they’ll be sending a recommendation that we put barriers to restrict access to that.  There is 
nothing back there.  There’s been refrigerators, tires, appliances.  Voss asked is that our 
property?  Davis answered it is the service road west of 65, 209th and then it’s actually 
Ulysses Street that goes north and south and dead ends.  It’s quite an active area for trash 
dumping and other activities.  It had been suggested that we maybe barricade the road off.  
We’ll bring something to Council based on the Road Commission’s recommendation at the 
next meeting for some discussion.   
 
Davis explained there’s several other issues involved there too.  That is also an area that 
could be used to access the residences on Buchanan Street with emergency services in case 
there was a blockage of the road there at the school.  Voss stated we could gate it, right?  
Davis stated the only problem is we can gate it, Jersey barrier, whatever, but it’s just so 
simple to hop the curb and drive around it.  It’s something that’s an issue and we do have to 
send crews back there to pick up.  People dump mattresses and garbage and things of that 
nature. It’s something that is open for consideration. Anybody that’s got a great 
recommendation, we’re more than welcome to listen to it. 
 
Ronning stated so far it’s pretty much nuisance stuff.  The owners and Nate said the City 
has been back there picking up TVs, appliances, tires.  Myself, I think it’s just good fortune 
that they haven’t been back there dumping shingles and oil and stuff.  For that reason alone, 
we should make it inaccessible to them as best we can.  That’s about it. 
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Koller stated I don’t have anything. 

Council 
Member 
Mundle 

Mundle stated Monday night I went to the firefighter’s training meeting.  They were doing 
their agility training that night and that was pretty interesting to watch because they do a 
whole obstacle course and it’s timed but they have to walk it.  Voss asked so what was your 
time?  Mundle stated I didn’t do it.  Ronning stated ‘no guts no glory.’  Mundle stated I was 
tempted but.  Voss stated you’re younger than us so you should do it.  Mundle stated next 
time I suppose I’ll have to insist.  But, other than that, that’s all I had.  That was a good 
meeting to watch to see what they do, opened up the fire station and all the different 
activities that they did.  They did it in full gear plus air tank. 
 
Harrington stated I just want to add on.  I was there Monday morning when they were doing 
it and they asked me to do it and I said, ‘No, no.’ 
 

Mayor Voss Voss stated everyone took everything on my list.  The question, Jack, you left this Sunrise 
report?  This is just for our information?  Davis replied that’s for your information only.  
Leon brought that by today and just asked me to pass that out to the Councilmembers.  Voss 
stated okay, it’s the Sunrise Water Management Organization Annual Report for 2014.  
Davis stated correct.  Voss asked we post this on our website too, don’t we?  Davis 
responded that will be on our website.  
 
Voss stated as Jack reminded, Town Hall is coming up next week and encourage everyone 
to be there on the 23rd and hope to see some community involvement there.  Other than that, 
that’s all I have. 
 
Ronning stated on that Town thing, just to add, there’s no restrictions, no limits.  Voss 
stated there will be limits.  Ronning stated well sober maybe but it’s open for discussion.  
Voss stated I encourage everybody to be here so it’s an opportunity to meet with staff, meet 
with Council, in an open environment.  So, it’s a good deal. 
 

10.0C 
Other 

None. 

11.0 
Adjourn 
 

Mundle stated I’ll make a motion to adjourn. Koller stated I’ll second.  Voss stated any 
discussion?  All in favor say aye?”  All in favor.  Voss stated opposed?  Motion passes. 
Motion passes unanimously.  
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:58 p.m. 

 
Submitted by:  
Carla Wirth 
TimeSaver Off Site Secretarial Inc. 
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