
EAST BETHEL CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
MARCH 18, 2015 

 
The East Bethel City Council met on March 18, 2015, at 7:00 p.m. for the regular City Council meeting at City 
Hall.  
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:     Steve Voss  Ron Koller  Tim Harrington 

Brian Mundle  Tom Ronning 
 
ALSO PRESENT:    Jack Davis, City Administrator 

Mark Vierling, City Attorney 
Mark DuCharme, Fire Chief 

            
1.0 
Call to Order  

The March 18, 2015, City Council meeting was called to order by Mayor Voss at 7:00 p.m.     

2.0  
Pledge of 
Allegiance 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

3.0 
Adopt 
Agenda  
 

Harrington stated I’ll make a motion to adopt tonight’s agenda and under the Consent 
Agenda, I’d like to add Line H, Supplement Payment Summary.  Mundle stated I’ll 
second.  Voss stated any discussion?  All in favor say aye?”  All in favor.  Voss stated 
opposed?  Hearing none motion passes. Motion passes unanimously.  
 

4.0 
Presentation 
4.0A 
MidContinent 
Annual 
Report 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4.0A 

Davis stated we have with us tonight Mr. Dan Nelson, Director of Governmental Affairs 
with MidContinent who will address the Council and report on the current cable service 
area and future expansion plans within the City and other areas that relate to MidContinent.  
Dan, thank you for coming.  Voss stated welcome. 
 
Nelson stated thank you.  Mr. Mayor and members of the Council, Dan Nelson representing 
MidContinent Communications.  Thank you for the opportunity to come here to talk about 
our tenure and our plans.  If I might, I have a handout.  Voss stated absolutely. 
 
Nelson stated what I’m passing out is a general piece of information for MidContinent’s 
operations in Minnesota.  The major feature, as you unfold it, is a schematic of our fiber 
network in Minnesota and in the Dakotas.  This community and the others in the 
neighborhood are part of that larger regional network that is proving to be, by objective 
outside measures, one of the first-class networks operating in the United States today in 
terms of services delivered and resiliency, speed, capacity, and so on. 
 
Nelson stated that network was actually strengthened since we took over in 2011.  A fiber 
backbone addition was made from Little Falls, Minnesota, through this area down to what’s 
called the 511 in Minneapolis, which is a national point of presence for the internet 
backbone.  So, we’ve done that.  We’ve also split the head ends that provide services in this 
area, essentially doubling the capacity.  When we got here in 2011, all the communities 
were being served by one.  Those were split into two so we’re giving better services, more 
concentrated services, to all the communities as a result.  Nelson stated that’s new facility, 
so we have one in Cambridge and then one in Forest Lake. 
 
Nelson stated specifically about the City of East Bethel, we pay a 5% franchise fee on our 
services plus PEG fees.  As a measure of our success, the amounts of those franchise fees 
have increased.  In 2012, the annual payment was just short of $45,000.  In 2013, it was 
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$51,500 roughly.  Last year it was $55,500.  I think that means we’re selling more services 
to more people.  There’s a percentage fee that’s collected on those transactions and remitted 
to the City.  It’s a healthy sign to see revenues going in that direction. 
 
Nelson stated in terms of future plans and construction plans, extension of service, and so 
on, you folks are far more familiar than I with the geography you have within your 
community.  You have setbacks, big setbacks, big lots, a lot of distance between 
subdivisions.  It’s a challenging environment to operate an infrastructure system but the 
rewards are pretty good because you have good customers, you’ve got a good community, 
you’ve got good solid citizens that want good services.  So, we think that’s reflected in our 
record here.   
 
Nelson stated the question I’m sure is, ‘How do we get more people hooked up?’  In 
anticipation of what specific direction you can give us, and hopefully tonight it’s not just 
me talking, if you can give us some direction on things you want more information on, 
things you want checked out more closely, that’s why I brought my colleagues from the 
operations in this area.  We want to find out how we can give you more information.  So 
tonight we view it as just the start of the process of getting us up-to-date and current with 
each other on what each party’s wishes and desires are. 
 
Nelson stated since we got notified to come, we did have our crew members go out and 
look at areas in town and there are areas that we are going to submit in our construction 
process for 2015.  Now, I don’t have maps to show you and address lists and I would kind 
of be hesitant to do that on the record at a public meeting.  But we will share with you and 
do want to converse with you, absolutely, on what our plans are and our intentions for 2015. 
 
Nelson stated what I think I’ll do is stop right there and ask if there are any questions I can 
speak to.  Voss stated I think the basic question is, what it comes down to, what is it going 
to take to make sure that we have cable coverage throughout the City, understanding that 
there’re some neighborhoods that are maybe more remote.  Perhaps those neighborhoods 
aren’t requesting it, but I’m hearing requests from people that I’m just totally surprised.   
 
Voss asked Tim, your neighborhood doesn’t have cable.  Right?  Harrington answered no 
cable.  Voss stated this is surprising, and you’re right off Viking and that’s a major line.  
Mundle stated yeah, my community doesn’t either.  Voss stated I think having that map, it’s 
something that I assume you would have fairly easily so we can better understand what 
coverage we have, what coverage we don’t.  I appreciate the fact that your approach says 
one of the first steps and then it comes down to how we get that done then. 
 
Nelson stated yes, and as I, again to drill down a little bit on what I said earlier as I started 
about the nature of the way the town is laid out with setbacks and so on.  We use a formula 
to try and…the service address established, there’s a certain cost target that we’re looking 
for.  If we sell you services anywhere from $75 to $150 a month as a target range, for 
instance, you can understand how long it takes to capitalize an investment to establish 
service that might be a couple of thousand dollars.  It just doesn’t work out.  Then not every 
customer takes your services either.  But having said that, we want new customers.  That’s 
the business that we’re in and we look to the franchise for guidance.  The absolute measure 
is 25 homes per cable mile.  When we’re in a situation like that, it’s not a question of us 
reasoning together.  It’s a questioning of you saying and us doing.  So, there are the bottom 
line criteria.   
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Nelson stated we don’t believe a lot of the areas where there might be some desire actually 
meet that threshold.  But, throughout this area, and John Adams is our manager here on the 
end, we’ve had meetings with folks where there, it’s not a relationship, it’s one that has to 
be negotiated.  Because at a certain point, individual property owners start saying, ‘I might 
be willing to contribute a share.’  Because we make them understand the cost per service 
address and this is the same principle that is used with rural water systems and others.  The 
homeowners might have a choice to say, ‘I want to make a capital contribution on the front 
end to make sure I get the service for this address.’  Now, that’s the last thing we want to do 
to get a service established but in some cases, that’s the only alternative.   
 
Nelson stated there are other things we can do.  For instance, if you’re talking about your 
neighborhood and it’s 85% of the people, just an arbitrary figure, are willing to come to us 
on a summer evening at a block party and say, ‘We want your services.’  Those kinds of 
market responses can be very compelling.  If the neighborhood gets organized to say, ‘Let’s 
all get together and sign up so that we can get cable.’  Now, cable video is what the City 
regulates.   
 
Nelson stated but, I think we also understand that a lot of what we’re talking about here is 
people’s access to data service.  Voss answered yes. 
 
Nelson stated I won’t dance around that but this is a cable/video franchise but our most 
desired product in most instances is our cable data service because the video market is 
competitive with satellite and what not.  You can get that service.  But, we are also aware 
through the process and the State of Minnesota, the boarder-to-boarder brand initiative, that 
DSL service in those relatively slower speeds are increasingly being viewed as 
unsatisfactory by community leaders, by individual consumers, certainly business owners.  
And, cable modem service and in particular, sorry to stop for a little bit of a plug, in 
particular MidContinent’s cable modem service is vastly superior to what most people have 
available through DSL.  Therefore, people say, ‘How can I get it to my house or business?’ 
 
Nelson stated it’s a good problem for us to have.  But, it is not a ‘snap our fingers’ solution 
to provide it.  Because if it doesn’t make sense from a capital investment, it’s hard to 
convince our lenders and the financial people in our own organization to make a capital 
investment that we can’t recover with the services we sell. 
 
Mundle asked what kind of internet speeds so you have compared to DSL?  Nelson 
answered right now our three service tiers, and if I mis-state them we have the…we call 
them extreme broadband.  Tier 1 is 60 download.  Tier 2 is 100 download.  Extreme is 200.  
DSL is generally up to 10.  I’ve seen them say up to 20 in some areas on a download.  So, 
exponentially faster than DSL. 
 
Mundle asked for about the same price?  Nelson answered I’ve seen them on a…first of all 
we don’t do contracts so we offer a monthly price and we earn your business every month 
for residential service.  We do contracts for business locations.  Those DSL services are 
generally available for less than we charge per month but it’s also reflective of the relative 
speed.  Voss stated it is kind of linear with the speed of your service.  Nelson answered 
yeah.   
 
Nelson stated so, a bit of a spoiler alert, starting in mid-April, I don’t have all our price and 
service sheets in front of me tonight, starting in mid-April we do have a minor price 
adjustment coming for those services.  In compliance with the franchise and FCC 
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regulations, we do 30-days advanced notice and so on.  We’re trying to get you a good 
internet product at around that $50 range.  You can, I’ve seen DSL advertised for $19 but 
it’s a two-year contract and I think it might have some escalation steps in it too. 
 
Ronning asked if it’s in adjoining areas, say you have 25 per mile, if say you have 35 or 50 
or something like that, is there a formula to expand into a lower area?  I understand you 
aren’t going to put service in for one house two miles away or something.  Nelson answered 
our first criteria is, can we serve the house for an upfront capital investment on our part that 
we can foresee a return.  Ronning stated and you wouldn’t from one person.  Nelson stated 
again if it costs too much we won’t and if, theoretically, if it falls within our cost parameters 
then we will.  But, two things motivate us.  What we’re required to do is not, again, not the 
position we want to be in but it says right in this agreement there’s a density requirement 
that we have to serve so we will make sure we will do that.  Secondly, we want to respond 
to the market.  So in those areas that may not be 25 homes per cable mile, that doesn’t mean 
our people don’t want to talk with those neighbors and with the community leaders to say, 
‘Who’s interested?  What are the costs?  Is a City street project going to be done where the 
right-of-way is going to be opened up and we can lay a conduit in and we can do some cost 
sharing and so on?’  If we’re trying to get service to a market that wants us, we try to take 
accommodating steps as well.  That’s a dialogue process where we have to sit down and 
work together.  Communities all across the area are doing that more and more. 
 
Ronning stated I was thinking along the lines of when the rural electric came through in 
what, the 40s and 50s or something.  The ‘big guys’ paid for the ‘little guys’ is what it 
amounted to.  A larger area pays for a smaller area.  Do you follow what I’m…there would 
never have been electricity in the countryside if they hadn’t done the rural electric program.  
What was it called?  Rural Electric Cooperative or something?  Nelson stated I’m somewhat 
familiar with the rural electrification process.  There is also, in rural telephone service, 
which we are not by definition a rural telephone provider, but there has been throughout 
history of getting those services extended, federal revenue sharing things where the ‘big’ 
collect money from everyone and share with the ‘small.’  There have been federal loan 
guarantees.  There have been federal grants.   
 
Nelson stated Minnesota did a limited grant program last year within the State’s borders of 
$20 million to get services to the un-served.  We applied for three different projects in the 
State of Minnesota.  None of them were granted because all of ours that we applied would 
have been like East Bethel.  You’re not un-served, but you certainly have a lot of areas that 
by definition would be under-served.  The grants all went to places that had nothing.  When 
‘push comes to shove,’ even though it may be unsatisfactory to your constituents, the 
broadband hierarchy says you have DSL so you have something.  Now, as they put the ‘bar’ 
higher, DSL doesn’t get over it.  You know what I mean?  So, the government that says 
‘We want everybody to have a certain level of broadband’ is not going to accommodate 
DSL at 10 or 20 forever.  That ‘bar’ is being raised. 
 
Ronning stated I wasn’t implying that you should go out and expand in places where there’s 
no market probably ever.  Just whether there’s any kind of a formula or any way they 
discuss that kind of process.  When you said $45,000 to $55,500 is the range?  Nelson 
answered yes, in the last three years.  Ronning asked is that from bundling?  Our population 
hasn’t changed a whole lot.  Nelson answered some of that would be.  Since we took over in 
2011, we’ve offered more services, video on demand movies for instance.  Your 5% fee is 
applied to those.  They weren’t for sale before we got here.  We would like to think because 
our service across-the-board with digital, HD content, that type of thing, premium services, 
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that more people took more things.  People who maybe had satellite and had gone away 
from cable came back.  So, we believe we secure more customers and we believe we sold 
them more things.   
 
Ronning stated the internet is working well for me.  I checked the other day and I’m 35, 
30.5.  That’s never expected to be that well, that good.  Nelson stated Netflix streams at 
under 10.  I’m not very technical but I know that one. 
 
Davis stated Dan, we’ve been working with Jason Sachs to get some kind of a rough map 
showing your service area.  It would be very helpful, I think, for us and maybe we could 
help you identify certain areas within the City that may offer some market potential for you.  
We’ll be glad to do that.  Nelson stated I’d love to have that discussion.  Davis stated Jason 
has said that he would provide me with those as soon as he can get those developed.   
 
Nelson stated we’ve started the process of going out and surveying some of the areas that 
we thought were likely prospects.  Again, we have already identified one.  I know there’s a 
lot of interest in what the City does on an ongoing basis.  Let’s not consider tonight an 
announcement on that.  I’ll have John and Jason come in, in the next couple weeks, when 
we firm that up and inform you what that neighborhood is where we’re making that.  But, 
we also want to talk and explore the other ones.   
 
Nelson stated on the subject of maps, and I know your background in Public Works, we 
should have with the City for your Public Works, a schematic so you know where our plant 
is and isn’t.  I also understand you are talking about a different thing where you’re talking 
about coverage areas.  Yes, we do want to have that discussion.  We would like to come in 
when we get those maps in proper shape.  A map that shows our plant and a map that I’m 
going to show you where we are and where we aren’t.  They look a lot different.  The one 
map engineers understand.  The other one is people look at a shaded area and go, ‘That’s 
where I live, okay, thank you.’  So that’s our goal. 
 
Voss stated I think having both of those is actually advantageous to us.  Jack’s probably 
already talked to Jason but the fact is we have a new GIS coming on line here pretty soon.  I 
think that would be a layer that the public would be interested in seeing.  Davis agreed it 
would be and it helps them answer questions too about availability of service.  Voss stated 
right, exactly.  
 
Voss stated I imagine you get calls from people that don’t have service asking for service.  
Do you track those calls at all?  Nelson stated we’ve talked about that this evening before 
we came in and John, did we have, you had one call?  Adams responded I’ve personally 
only had one but that was 2012.  I know our construction department gets calls a lot. (Off 
mic, inaudible.) 
 
Voss asked do you keep track of those addresses?  Adams responded yup.  Voss stated I 
think there are two things fundamentally we don’t have an understanding of:  Where it is in 
the City?  How many people are really asking for it?  I think that helps both of us to know 
that. 
 
Nelson stated we’re prepared to work with you in a process that draws people out.  They 
might not have called you and we’re getting the feeling that maybe not enough people have 
called us, but they’ve sat at home and said, ‘I wished I had it, I wished I had it.’  Well, let’s 
explore ways together to find out about that market positioning.  With summer coming up, 
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let’s do it when it’s warm and not in the middle of winter. 
 
Voss stated I can see it being a newsletter item too.  Davis agreed.  Nelson responded let us 
know. 
 
Ronning stated I’m asking about the criteria, not necessarily for myself.  Tomorrow we’re 
going to start getting questions, ‘Am I getting it?’ We don’t have anything to say anybody.  
If there’s a 25 per mile, say you had 15 in a half mile, would that kind of come up?  Nelson 
stated reactions are yeah, yes.  Ronning stated not a commitment type thing, a 
consideration.  Those are, if somebody isn’t 25 in a mile it doesn’t mean they’re forever out. 
 
Nelson stated I think it’s safe to say, by in large, in an informal survey in preparation for 
this meeting, not a formal walkout as we call it, we’re not sure that there’s much geography 
in town that would fit that criteria.  Now, we have discovered one, we believe.  We want to 
verify it.  But, again, the discussion amongst us is by the time we come back to you, I think 
that project will already be submitted in our capital expenditure process.  John, you and I 
talked about this earlier, but assuming that we get that scheduled, we have bids out for that 
by around the first of June and generally those are a 30- to a 60-day process to go into a 
neighborhood.  Putting extension into back yards or along a right-of-way into a 
neighborhood is a lot less intrusive than major fiber backbones along major thoroughfares.  
Again, the one area we’re looking at we’re confident that we can probably get it done, to 
have people watching football in the fall. 
 
Voss asked any other questions from the Council?  Nelson stated I’ll leave my business card 
with you.  I’ve been reachable since we started this process and my contact information is 
on the back of the pamphlets I gave you.  I only have one, sorry, I left out one of our 
featured items.  By the end of 2017, our CEO has pledged to make our entire system one 
gigabyte downloads.  That would include East Bethel as part of that.  So, in the next couple 
years, those numbers that I said were exponentially greater than our competitors, will be 
exponentially greater than themselves.  Here’s a little, kind of a background piece on our 
gigabyte initiative.  We pledge to improve the system and hopefully expand it after we work 
with you this summer.  Thanks for the time. 
 
Ronning stated this stuff that was going on, I think it was Verizon and somebody, about 
paying for different levels of data transmission.  Is there a potential for you to be affected 
by any legislation from that?  I think they’ve turned it down but they’re trying to raise it 
again.  Nelson stated now, the FCC just put in a doctrine called ‘Net Neutrality’ and the 
principle’s that everybody agrees about net neutrality is you don’t discriminate against 
traffic and you don’t throttle specific kinds of traffic.  But, at the same time, you do allow a 
company like MidContinent reasonable network management.  If the system is starting to 
get clogged, you have to do something to unclog it.  Now, the method that the FCC chose 
and our company has gone on record, by putting internet services under the same regulatory 
regimen as telephone services for the 1934 Telecommunications Act, we don’t agree with 
that.  But, it’s only just been issued.  Everybody’s still trying to understand what’s in the 
order.  We’re not happy with it but in terms of what immediate effect it will have in East 
Bethel, certainly in the next six months none and I would predict even a year.  I think it’s 
probably going to get tied up in court. 
 
Ronning asked would a company like MidContinent get locked out of?  Nelson answered 
no, we’re actually the ones that people are afraid are going to lock other people out because 
we have the pipes.  So, they’re saying we can’t discriminate in who has access to the pipes.  
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We don’t want to.  Every once in a while we have to say we’re getting too much from the 
‘left’ we’ve got to slow that down so we can accommodate the ‘right.’  And, ‘slow that 
down’ is not the right term.  Manage that so that it, I don’t want to get myself in trouble 
with the FCC from this far away.  For another night, I guess.  It’s a complicated subject.  
We’re not happy to have Washington impose new regulations this week that were there two 
weeks ago. 
 
Voss asked anything else?  Nelson stated thanks.  The Council thanked Nelson. 
 
Informational; no action required. 
 

4.0B 
Sheriff’s 
Report 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4.0B 

Commander Shelly Orlando stated good evening and presented the February 2015 Sheriff’s 
Report.  
 
DWI’s:  There were three DWI arrests in February.  One arrest was a wrong way driver on 
Highway 65.  This occurred at 2:40 a.m.  Thankfully there were no crashes associated with 
it.  The suspect’s blood alcohol content (bac) was .26.  The two other arrests were for traffic 
violations. 
 
Burglary / Possession of Stolen Property:  On February 3rd, a deputy was approached by a 
male wanting to make a theft report.  He advised that he had a jar of change taken from his 
bedroom while he was gone from his residence.  There was a suspect based on him paying a 
debt back in coins.  One of the residents went to the suspect’s house and confronted him.  
He denied taking the jar, but it was visible to the resident.  She pointed it out to him at 
which time he threw the jar at her, breaking it.  Deputies were not notified until four days 
later of the incident.  The suspect had been known to the victim and witness and was known 
to walk into their residence uninvited.  A deputy spoke with the suspect who denied stealing 
the change jar and made up an excuse for why he had paid his debt in change.  The male 
was charged with possession of stolen property.   
 
3rd Degree Controlled Substance:  On February 4th, a deputy conducted a traffic stop on a 
vehicle leaving a known drug house.  The deputy smelled marijuana upon speaking with the 
driver.  The driver and three passengers all had licenses that were either suspended or 
revoked.  In searching the vehicle, the deputy located four bags stuffed into a seat located in 
front of one of the rear passengers.  The substance appeared to be methamphetamine.  
Hypodermic needles were located on the driver and one passenger.  Both were charged by 
citation.  The rear-seat passenger suspect was taken to jail.  Charges were dismissed by the 
County Attorney’s Office after a report from the Regional Forensic Lab finding the 
substance in the baggies was not a controlled substance. 
 
2nd Degree Assault / Terroristic Threats:  On February 5th, deputies were called to a 
residence on an ex-husband who had just threatened his ex-wife with a knife.  The victim 
had locked herself into a vehicle in the driveway and the suspect was in the residence.  
Upon deputies’ arrival, they were able to take the suspect into custody.  The victim reported 
the suspect had been drinking and was angry with her after she confronted him about it and 
threw his drink away.  The victim reported the suspect grabbed a butcher’s knife from the 
kitchen and threatened to kill her, while holding the knife over her chest area.  The victim 
was very afraid and pleaded with him not to kill her.  The suspect did back away at which 
time the victim called 911 and ran outside to lock herself in a car. 
 
5th Degree Controlled Substance:  On February 20th, a deputy stopped a vehicle for having 
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expired tabs.  Upon approaching the vehicle, the deputy could smell marijuana.  The deputy 
asked about the marijuana and the passenger handed him a small baggie.  The driver 
advised he had a bottle of Percocet that did not belong to him.  He advised he had been 
given the pills in return for work he did on someone’s vehicle.  The deputy confiscated a 
bottle of 13 Oxycodone tablets.  The deputy in searching the vehicle also found 31 grams of 
marijuana in the passenger’s purse.  The driver went to jail; the passenger was issued a 
citation. 
 
Arrest Breakdowns:  There were 5 felony arrests:  1 for 5th Degree Controlled Substance; 
1 for 2nd Degree Assault & Terroristic Threats; 1 for Burglary; and 1 for 3rd Degree 
Controlled Substance. 
 
Gross Misdemeanor:  There was 1 for selling alcohol to a minor. 
 
Misdemeanor:  There were 8 misdemeanor arrests:  1 for a Barking Dog; 2 for a Small 
Amount of Marijuana in Motor Vehicle; 2 for Ordinance Violation – Failure to Hook Up to 
Sewer System; 1 for a 5th Degree Assault; 2 for Possession of Hypodermic Needles, which 
were from the same incident; and, 1 for Possess Stolen Property. 
 
Voss asked any questions from Council?  Harrington asked do you have any early statistics 
on last night at all?  Orlando responded I do not have anything as of yet on last night.  
Harrington stated I know the State was pushing for like a 50% reduction in DWI.  Orlando 
stated I know with our Towards Zero Death Grant that we are awarded, Anoka County as a 
whole is awarded, to work alcohol enforcement and speed enforcement, those types of 
things.  St. Patrick’s Day is one of the days that they do go out and enforce.  And, as you are 
pretty aware of I’m sure, Metro Transit and the Light Rail was offering free rides to people.  
I think things of that nature do help people in making better decisions and getting home 
safely.  Harrington stated good, thank you. 
 
Voss asked any questions from the audience?  Thanks Shelly. 
 
Informational; no action required. 
 

5.0 
Public 
Forum 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5.0 

Heidi Moegerle, 179 Forest Road, stated good evening.  I’m here tonight because I wanted 
to bring to your attention the Northeast Metro Ground Water Management Area Plan.  This 
Plan was put together and published on February 2nd and the comment period for this just 
recently completed.  This is a document that initially was created with a group of people, 
public, officials, and appointed and elected, for an area that includes the eastern portion of 
Minnesota from the northern boundary of Washington County down to the point where it 
meets the Mississippi, up to Mississippi, includes Blaine, includes Columbus.  But, notably, 
does not include Ham Lake or East Bethel, which was perfectly fine.  This is a 73-page 
document that you can find at www.dnrstate.us.gwmp@html.   
 
Moegerle stated the important point for this evening is the information you find at page 217 
and 219.  I mentioned this to Steve in an e-mail that I sent earlier, which was shortly before 
the Blaine open meeting.  I was unable to attend that meeting but Doug Tierney who is also 
interested and engaged in this meeting did attend.  He reported that the concern that we 
share was mentioned also by a resident of Ham Lake.  The concern that we have is that 
groundwater has hydro-geological system and the groundwater management area is 
concerned with managing the wells in this area.  What is important, and it come up on page 
219, which you can see, is that little Ham Lake and Coon Lake are included in that hydro-

http://www.dnrstate.us.gwmp@html/
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geological system. 
 
Moegerle stated the point is that when they drill a deep well in this area, it can effect, in fact 
does affect this Lake.  Specifically it is stated that according to the key, that Coon Lake is 
both connected and vulnerable to groundwater pumping.  This comes from a survey that 
was done by the Metropolitan Council in 2010.  So, this is information that has been out 
there for some time but is now really becoming important.  The group of the Northeast 
Groundwater Management Area Plan is trying to design a sustainable way of using 
groundwater.  Partially, I understand, that this comes from Minneapolis wanting to drill 
some groundwater wells for the purpose of ‘backup’ water as they try to trend away from 
using the surface water of the Mississippi for their water source. 
 
Moegerle stated it’s rather unexpected that East Bethel would be involved in this.  I think it 
was kind of a surprise to the group.  What I do know from the report from Doug is that both 
Doug and the person from Ham Lake, and I don’t know if that was an elected or an 
appointed official, spoke and said, ‘Hey, why aren’t we involved with this?’  This document 
says that we didn’t include municipalities that weren’t entirely involved with this issue.  
However, I think that it’s important that an elected or appointed official from the City of 
East Bethel contact the DNR and the members of this group and say, ‘We have a horse in 
this race.  Coon Lake is the largest lake in Anoka County.  It is one of our major assets and 
we want to have it protected and we want to have a representative attend these meetings and 
speak up.’ 
 
Moegerle stated I am asking for the Council to move in a direction to either have someone 
appointed or at least contact DNR and ask for that appointment.  If they don’t agree to have 
someone attend these meetings in an official capacity to report back and also to report back 
to the citizenry because certainly when I’m reading from this, although the Prairie du Chien 
aquifer does not appear to reach out under the lake, the fact is that the aquifers are bowl 
shaped.  They are not equal all around.  So, if they pull water down from the middle of the 
bowl, what happens is the water effects the outer edges and we are on the outer edges.  So if 
the water gets pulled down, it can very well affect Coon Lake So, I wanted to bring this 
matter to your attention and for some action. 
 
Voss asked Jack, have you or Craig talked about this?  We had a short conversation a month 
ago about it.  Davis answered we had a brief conversation and there was also an article in 
the Forest Lake Times a couple of weeks ago.  There are actually three agencies that are 
involved with this:  the Met Council; the DNR; and, the US Geological Survey.  At this 
time, there’s some conflicting information from all three.  I don’t think all three of them 
have come together and come up with a consensus on the problem.   
 
Davis explained that in Forest Lake’s opinion, their not effected by this.  Columbus has also 
taken the same position.  Whether this is a political position or an actual physical reality, I 
don’t know at this point.  I think part of it stems from the fact that this would be part of an 
overall plan to have their water source replaced by water from the Mississippi River to 
alleviate some of the pumping of deep wells in this area for public consumption.  From 
what I’ve read, the ‘jury’s still out on this.’  Certainly it doesn’t hurt to keep up-to-date on 
the information with it.  As Heidi mentioned, this mainly affects the Prairie du Chien 
aquifer.  Currently the aquifers that we’re in here are the Fig and the Mt. Simon, the ones 
that we’d draw water from.  So, Craig and I have spoken briefly about this but not in any 
great detail and especially, I think Craig would be the first to admit too that he’s not a 
qualified hydrologist that can speak directly to the issue.  He can give us some basic 
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information but we certainly can make some contacts and get some more information and 
bring it back to Council if that’s your directive. 
 
Moegerle stated perhaps it would be helpful.  The Project Advisory Team of elected and 
appointed officials that met included: Bailey Nurseries, Barrett Drilling, City of Hugo, City 
of Columbus, US Geological Survey, Washington County, Met Council, City of White 
Bear, City of Lino Lakes, the Rice Creek Watershed District, White Bear Lake 
Conservation District, Minnesota Department of Agriculture, Cottage Grove, Shoreview, 
White Bear Lake Homeowners, White Bear Restoration, and Ramsey County.  Anoka 
County isn’t listed on here.  There’s DNR, Washington County Conservation District, the 
Department of Health, White Bear Township, Rockton, and City of Woodbury.  So, this is a 
broad-based group that is meeting and is appointed to this. 
 
Moegerle stated it’s a situation where, if you read this document, they’re planning on how 
to manage these groundwater sources in a sustainable manner.  The idea is if they hit upon 
what works here, then it’s going to be generalized to other groundwater management areas 
throughout the State.  So, if this doesn’t affect us today, what comes from this will affect us 
tomorrow. 
 
Voss stated I think we’ll have Jack have a discussion with Craig.  You have a copy of the 
Plan, right?  I think I sent you a copy.  Jack responded yes.  Voss stated I guess my 
suggestion is to get a first impression.  I read the document as well but I think talk with the 
Engineer first.  Jack stated I’ll have that discussion and bring some information back at the 
next meeting. 
 
Ronning stated that Forest Lake article implied there’s a law suit protesting the 
involvement, they don’t have any evidence that they’ve produced that it affects Forest Lake, 
Columbus, but I think they’re listed on the report so there…maybe I read the article wrong.  
Voss stated I think their response was there’s no scientific proof of that.  Jack stated that 
was their position, that there’s no actual evidence that they can really document.  Ronning 
stated they’re not named as being involved.  They’re just kind of ‘thrown in the bag.’ 
 
Voss stated the concern I think we have too is it going to stifle potential future 
development.  When we met with the Chair of the Met Council I brought it up, this report 
and the fact that what we are withdrawing is technically going back into the groundwater 
and that’s how it’s designed.  At least the reps that were there agreed that’s definitely 
something that would have to be considered in the whole process. 
 
Davis stated and you know, no matter if it doesn’t affect us now, at some point water issues 
are going to affect all of us.  It’s something that we at least need to be abreast of the 
situation and be in a position to react, hopefully, proactively rather than reactively.  Voss 
stated right, and I think that’s the whole basis behind this study, it has been going on for 
quite a long time. 
 
Moegerle stated Kate Drewry of the DNR was at the February 26th Blaine meeting so she 
heard the conversations about adding Ham Lake and East Bethel for further reference.  So, 
thank you for your time.  I appreciate it.  Voss stated thanks Heidi. 
 
Scott Tahtinen, 2108 229th Avenue, stated I live one mile out from here and I am the one 
who wrote the letter about the internet service.  I’ve had multiple conversations with them 
and my fiancé is an attorney.  She owns her own business and she’s been calling them.  She 
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They came out a year and a half ago and told me that it would cost me a little bit extra 
because I have a long driveway.  I agreed to that, like an extra $500.  Then they called me in 
the spring and said, ‘No, we can’t do it.  We can’t get an easement through.’  Because they 
were going to come in through the back of my house on that power line.  So, it kind of 
bothers me when they say that they’re not hearing from anybody. That’s why we’re here. 
She couldn’t be here tonight.  She had a meeting.  But, I guess I’d like to wrap this up a 
little more.  I’d like to start coming to these meetings, I’m finding out, because I just can’t 
believe that if I can have natural gas at my house that I can’t get internet.  They’re telling 
me it will cost $5,000 to bring internet to my house.   
 
Voss stated we’re not in Montana, we’re not rural.  Tahtinen stated that’s what I kept telling 
her.  It’s 300 feet from the fiber optic.  I just can’t believe that there’s no easement behind 
the house. 
 
Voss stated I think the first step is to get an understanding of the entire City, which I’ve got 
to think they’ve got that map already.  I don’t think it’s that big of a deal.  If we’ve got that 
understanding of where it’s available because I know there’s other people in the City that 
have it closer to their house than they do and they can’t get it.  It’s crazy.  New 
developments and high density developments that don’t have it. 
 
Tahtinen stated the other thing is that my neighbor next to me, they strung it across the road.  
But they won’t do that for my house.  I have to have it trenched underneath the road.  I 
asked.  I’m an electrician so I asked if, okay, I’ll trench in and conduit it so you can run 
whatever you need under that road there.  I’m just looking for options.  Voss stated we all 
appreciate the fact that you, among others, have alerted us to the issue and that’s how things 
get moving.  I think we’ll have this issue going for a little while here.   
 
Davis stated that’s one thing we’ve been pressing them on, is this map because I think if we 
have this then we can put some additional pressures on them to show that there’s reasonable 
justification for extension of service in certain areas.  What did you say your address was 
again?  Tahtinen answered 2108 229th Avenue NE.  Davis asked is that east or west of 65?  
Tahtinen stated if you go to the end of the road here on Palisade and turn left, it’s the 
second driveway on the left.   
 
Voss stated I remember when we went through a franchise battle with these folks last time 
and it was a battle.  I’m not sure why it has to be that way but ten years ago, internet access 
was something a handful of people had.  Now you have to when it comes down to it.  Dan’s 
correct in that our cable franchise is TV and video.  We can’t control the internet.  We tried 
to do that but it didn’t work.  My suggestion is to keep on us and I think we need to find out 
just how many people, as yourself, have that desire to have that service because it is part of 
the community.  Tahtinen stated okay, thank you I appreciate it. 
 
Voss asked is anyone else here tonight for Public Forum?  If not, we will close Public 
Forum. 

  
6.0 
Consent 
Agenda 
 
6.0 

Item A  Approve Bills 
 
Item B  March 4, 2015 City Council Minutes  
Meeting minutes from the March 4, 2015 City Council Meeting are attached for your 
review. 
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Item C  Approve Resolution 2015-16 Permanent Fund Transfer 
 
Item D  Accept  Resignation of Fire Fighter 
 
Item E  Resolution 2015-17 Adopt-A-Park: Hidden Creek Park 
The City has received an application for the Adopt-A-Park Program to adopt Hidden Creek 
Park from Doug, Megan and Cole Johansen.  Staff recommends adoption of Resolution 
2015-17 recognizing the Johansen Family’s commitment to help maintain Hidden Creek 
Park as part of the Adopt-A-Park program. 
 
Item F  Insurance Agency Services 
The City’s existing insurance agency agreement with Bearence Management Group expires 
at the end of 2015.  Professional services should be advertised periodically to solicit quotes 
to ensure that the City is receiving the best value for its investment.  Staff requests approval 
to issue an RFP for insurance agency services. 
 
Item G Resolution 2015-18 Approving Application for Raffle Permit for Cedar 

Creek Community School 
Approval of this resolution and application allows a no waiting period for an exempt permit 
for Cedar Creek Community School PTO to hold a raffle on Saturday, April 18, 2015 at the 
Cedar Creek Community School. 
 
Item H  Supplemental Payment Schedule 
 
Koller stated I’ll make a motion to approve the Consent Agenda.  Ronning stated I’d 
like to pull C.  Mundle stated I’d like to pull D.  Voss stated so C and D and then we 
already had the Supplemental Payment item added as H.  Was there a second to the motion?  
Harrington stated I’ll second with the two pulls.  Voss stated any discussion?  All in 
favor say aye?”  All in favor.  Voss stated opposed?  Hearing none motion passes. Motion 
passes unanimously.  
 

6.0C 
Approve 
Resolution 
2015-16 
Permanent 
Fund Transfer 
 
 

It was noted that Fund 408 was set up to collect fees from the home owners in the 
Whispering Aspen development to pay for the debt incurred to finance the construction of 
their new well.  The City collects these fees on a monthly basis and records them in fund 
408 and then annually transfers $5,000 to Fund 309 to pay the MN Public Facilities 
Authority (PFA) debt for the well project. In order to streamline this process, staff is 
recommending closing fund 408 and recording the revenue directly to fund 309.   
 
Ronning stated Fund 408 to 309; I see it’s for a development paid debt on the finance.  
What is the title of 408 and 309?  Davis answered 408 is a fund that was set up to receive 
payments from Whispering Aspen residents to pay off the PFA loan portion of the well that 
was constructed up there in 2008.  408 is a fund that’s really an archaic accounting function 
because what we do, when the money’s collected we deposit it in 408 and then we keep it 
there until the end of the year and then we redeposit it in 309 to make the payment.  So, 
we’re just trying to eliminate an extra step that we feel is not necessary.  The auditors have 
no issue with eliminating that fund. 
 
Ronning stated when Brian’s done with D, I move to adopt C as is.   
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It was noted that Kalli Haapoja has submitted her resignation as Fire Fighter for the City of 
East Bethel. Due to other commitments, Kalli is currently unable to dedicate the time and 
effort needed to be part of the Fire Department. Kalli has been a great asset to the City of 
East Bethel and the East Bethel Fire Department. 
 
Mundle stated with D, I just want to formally recognize Firefighter Kalli Haapoja and thank 
her for her services for the City of East Bethel as a Firefighter.  We are sad to see her go.  
 
Ronning stated I make a motion to pass both C and D.  Harrington stated I’ll second.  
Voss stated any discussion?  All in favor say aye?”  Harrington, Koller Ronning and 
Voss-Aye; Mundle-Abstain motion passes. 
 

7.0 
New Business 

Commission Association and Task Force Reports 

7.0A 
Planning 
Commission 

None. 

7.0B 
Economic 
Development 
Authority 

None. 

7.0C 
Park 
Commission  

None. 

7.0D 
Road 
Commission  

None. 
 

7.0D.1 
Resolution 
2015-19 
Supporting 
Dedicated 
Funding for 
City Streets 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Davis presented the staff report indicating the League of Minnesota Cities Board of 
Directors voted on January 15, 2015 to support a 2015 transportation funding bill that 
would include a new State funding source for city streets. Their directive is a change in the 
League’s transportation advocacy strategy and directs that the League will support and 
advocate only for transportation funding bills that contain a new funding source for city 
streets outside the constitutional formula for these roads.  
 
Counties have secured additional wheelage tax authority, as well as local option sales taxes 
for transportation improvements. The Legislature has increased the gas tax and other 
revenues distributed by a constitutional formula through the Highway User Tax Distribution 
Fund (HUTDF), but those revenues provide discretionary funds to only 147 of Minnesota’s 
852 cities. State bonding investments have helped, but have very limited applications. 
Currently, 84 percent of city streets are funded with property taxes and special assessments. 
Further, when State and county highway investments occur, cities may have the added 
burden of cost participation, which diverts dollars from city streets. 
 
The League of Minnesota Cities (LMC) Board of Directors adopted a resolution on 
February 19, 2015, demonstrating support for new dedicated State funding source for city 
streets. The resolution, which is aimed at formalizing the directive enacted by their Board in 
January, supports ‘a transportation funding bill that would provide additional dedicated 
State funding for city streets including funding that can be used for non-MSA (Municipal 
State Aid) city street maintenance, construction and reconstruction.’ The resolution 
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recommended for adoption by cities will be presented to legislators and Governor Dayton. 
This legislation is a top priority for the LMC during this legislative session. 
 
Davis stated the Roads Commission discussed the proposed resolution at their March 10, 
2015, meeting and recommend that City Council consider approving Resolution 2015-19. 
 
Voss stated I don’t have any questions.  Does anyone have questions on it?  Ronning stated 
I’ll move to adopt Resolution 2015-19.  Harrington stated I’ll second. 
 
Voss stated any discussion?  Jack, have we tried to look at this at all about what effect it has 
for us as a City?  Davis explained the effect it would have; we don’t have the details as how 
the formula would break down as to funding.  But, it will not effect our MSA funding or 
any other funding we receive.  This is a totally new funding source that’s recommended by 
the League.   
 
Voss asked we don’t think it will replace something else?  Davis answered no.  The only 
thing we currently get now is MSA funds and those are for cities over 5,000 and this would 
include all cities that the League represents.  And, they are abundantly clear that this is a 
new source and is not a replacement for any existing funds. 
 
Ronning asked that would be in addition to?  Jack answered in addition to, that’s correct.  
Voss stated so it can only help.  Davis answered that’s correct.  Voss stated more 
discussion?  Hearing none all in favor say aye?”  All in favor.  Voss stated opposed?  
Hearing none motion passes. Motion passes unanimously.  
 

8.0 
Department 
Reports  
8.0A 
Community 
Development 

None. 
 

8.0B 
Engineer 

None. 

8.0C 
City Attorney 
8.0C.1 
Nuisance 
Property 
Declaration 
24054 
Johnson 
Street NE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Davis presented the staff report indicating at 24054 Johnson Street on April 27, 2013, a fire 
resulted in a total loss of the home. The property, at the time of the fire, was owned by 
Bradley and Joanna Bartell.  
 
Nick Schmitz, City Building Official, met with the Bartells on site in 2013 to discuss their 
intentions with the house and the property.  At that time, Mr. Schmitz was informed that 
they were working with their insurance company but were having difficulty reaching a 
settlement.  This was the last conversation the City had with the Bartells. Staff received 
several complaints regarding the condition of the structure and began to initiate the process 
of addressing this matter.  
 
Staff found that the Law Office of Thomas W. Rutledge, APC of Poway, California 
represents Select Portfolio Servicing, Inc. (“SPS”), a national mortgage services 
headquartered in Salt Lake City, Utah, in respect to the hazard insurance claim on this 
property.  Staff found that 24054 Johnson Street address was in foreclosure and SPS is the 
lien holder for the property. 
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After e-mail exchanges between staff and the attorney representing SPS between October 
2014 and February 2015 that attempted to resolve the ownership status of this property, we 
were informed that SPS does not take measures regarding the repair or demolition of a 
property until the property becomes real estate owned.  The property referenced above is in 
foreclosure, but there is no set foreclosure sale date as of now.  SPS will not take any 
measures regarding the repair or demolition of this property until the property becomes real 
estate owned and sells back to SPS. 
 
As this matter has not been resolved, staff considers this property a nuisance and a hazard 
under Section 26-309 of the City Code.  The City Attorney has been requested to prepare an 
order declaring the property a nuisance and will present his findings to City Council.  Davis 
stated at this time I will ask Mr. Vierling to update us on this matter. 
 
Vierling stated members of the Council, you have in your packet this evening what’s been 
prepared for you as to Order of the City requiring the clean up of the property because it is 
vacant, uninhabited, open, and exposed to the elements, with high grass and debris around.  
You have a number of photographs that have been taken by City staff depicting the burned 
out interior of the property, the existence of mold, and other hazard situations.   
 
Vierling stated we are proposing with this Order to proceed under Minnesota Statute 
463.19, which will require after its adoption by the Council that a summons be attached, be 
served upon the property owners and the lien holders of the property.  They are given a 
statutory time to respond.  If they do not and we suspect they probably will not, the City 
will then apply to the Anoka County Court for a Summary Order allowing you to clean up 
the property.  If that Order is granted, the City may then go on the property, raze or remove 
the structure, re-grade, and fill the hole, and otherwise clean the property up. 
 
Vierling stated your cost for doing that, by Statute, are allowed to you as an assessment 
against the property.  You will note in Attachment B to the Order that we prepared, we have 
done a title report on the property identifying the property owners and the two mortgage 
lenders.  Your assessment has priority by law, which means that the mortgage lenders will 
have their interest being subordinated to the City’s interest.  Effectively, the property will 
have to pay your assessment before it can be transferred or transacted in any way. 
 
Vierling stated the good news is the property has property taxes through 2014 paid in full.  
The only thing that makes me nervous as a City Attorney in some of these circumstances is 
the properties, sometimes we see, are on the precipice of tax forfeiture in which case 
assessments can be lost.  That is not the case here.  The property would not forfeit unless or 
until you have four years of neglected or unpaid taxes.  So I think the City is in a secure 
position to go into the property, remove the structure, level the lot, and clean it up and in an 
excellent position to get your funds back on an assessment.  We would include in there your 
staff time as part of that cost as well as making request for attorney’s fees.  The only 
downside for the City is you have to advance those funds before they come back your way 
and it may be a year or two before the property sells.   
 
Vierling explained you’ll notice from the mortgage debt that’s listed in the property that the 
mortgage combined is well above the tax assessor’s value on this property.  I suspect that 
may have had an influence on both the mortgage lenders as well as the property owners in 
terms of what has not happened on the property since the fire.  But in any event, you are 
authorized by Statute to proceed if you wish and the property certainly qualifies as a 
hazardous structure both under your ordinances and under the Statutory definition. 
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Voss asked is there, I would guess it would be down the road, but if that were to ever 
happen, that it goes to forfeiture, is there any position the City can take against the 
insurance company?  Vierling advised probably not; however, the forfeiture laws are such 
that if there is a forfeiture, typically the State Auditor’s office and the County 
Treasurer/Assessor places a property that goes forfeit up for bid.  The bid amount minimum 
is usually the delinquent taxes and assessments of all the communities that have any tax 
debt to be paid from that property.  The County acts on behalf of the State and will set a 
presumptive level at which they expect the bids to come in.  Unless there’s a situation 
where the total combined taxes of all the local government units exceed the value of the 
property, usually those taxes are returned to the local communities.  Every now and then, 
there’s a situation where the taxes of all the local government units combined and the 
delinquencies and the penalties can exceed the value of the property.  But we don’t see that 
often. 
 
Ronning asked is there any action we are looking for?  Vierling answered we are requesting 
that the Council formally adopt the Order within your package and authorize the Mayor and 
the City Administrator to sign. 
 
Mundle stated when going to raze the building, etc., will you be taking out the foundation?  
Vierling stated that will be, certainly, the Building Inspector’s recommendation.  But, 
typically, in what I have seen in most circumstances such as this, yes. They remove the 
property foundation and all. 
 
Mundle asked the well and septic, will that be removed?  Vierling stated the well would be 
capped, the septic removed.  Mundle stated there is an accessory structure on there right 
now that, from all appearances, was not affected by the fire.  Would that be left?  Vierling 
explained because you cannot have an accessory structure when there is no primary 
structure, under your Code that would be noncompliant and would be removed as well. 
 
Ronning stated I’ll move that the City take the necessary actions in compliance with 
Minnesota Statute 463.15, 412.221, 429.021, and 429.11 and authorize the Order to be 
signed by the Mayor and City Administrator.  Koller stated I’ll second.    
 
Voss stated any discussion?  Harrington stated I’ve just got one question.  When they take 
this building down, with the mold, is there going to be some kind of abatement?  You know, 
don’t just go in there and tear the building down because that mold is a concern.  Davis 
answered that will have to be determined and we’ll have to get a ruling on that if there’s any 
abatement that will be required.  Harrington stated the pictures that Mark handed out, the 
mold was really bad. 
 
Koller asked what about personal property?  Vierling answered that according to the 
Statutes provides if there is personal property that has value, they’ll try to salvage it for a 
period of time.  But, there’s a balancing test that you get with that.  You have to take a look 
at the cost that it’s going to cost the City to store it to offer it back and whether or not those 
costs are going to outweigh the value of it.  Usually personal property, especially used 
personal items on a property, have marginal, if any, value. 
 
Koller stated I know there’s a garage there that probably has stuff in it and there’s a 5th 
wheel camper parked there too.  If the people vacated it two years ago.  Mundle stated if it’s 
still in foreclosure they may be able to come back and get it.  Vierling stated we can locate 
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them and have them remove personal property.  We would much prefer to do that as 
opposed to try to salvage it and then try to auction it or something.   
 
Voss stated you bid it out; a lot of times whatever contractor does it takes that as part of 
their bid.  So, it factors into their bid.  They’ll take possession.  Or, if there’s other things 
that are salvageable on the property.  I don’t think we’re going to get in the business to try 
and sell things.   
 
Koller stated if the people want their property back, they better get it before we tear the 
place down.  Voss stated they’ll have proper notice.  Vierling stated we’ll do our very best.  
Voss stated I’ve seen that house for a while and boy, you wouldn’t think the inside was as 
bad as it is.  It is nasty.  Koller stated there is only half a roof.  Voss stated yeah, it’s bad. 
 
Voss stated any more discussion?  Hearing none, all in favor say aye?”  All in favor.  Voss 
stated opposed?  That motion passes. Motion passes unanimously.  
 
Voss asked how soon do you think this’ll come back to us?  Next meeting?  Vierling stated 
I don’t think it will be coming back your way for a while.  I would expect probably not for 
60 days. 
 

8.0D 
Finance 

None. 

8.0E 
Public Works 
8.0E.1 
Street 
Maintenance 
JPA Bids 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Davis presented the staff report, stating I have updated this report and passed it out to you.  
At the time the packet went out, the City of Coon Rapids had not opened the bids.  They 
didn’t open them until 10 a.m. on Friday and we didn’t get the results until after the packet 
was sent out to you.  The updated write up includes the results of those bids.   
 
The following projects were recommended to bid as part of the 2015 JPA Street 
Maintenance Program by City Council approval on January 21, 2015. These projects have 
been identified in the 2015-2019 Street Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) and include: 
1.  Seal coating of 50,000 square yards of City streets;  
2.  Crack sealing of 100,000 linear feet of City streets; and,  
3.  125,000 linear feet of striping to be determined. 
 
Bidding these items does not obligate the City to accept the bid. The bid for individual 
items can be rejected or amended as to quantities to accommodate the project budget should 
bid costs exceed the estimates. 
 
The estimated budget for seal coating, crack sealing and striping the above listed streets was 
$235,000.  These projects will be funded from the Street Capital Fund as identified in the 
2015-2019 CIP and the 2015 Street Maintenance Budget.  
 
The bid costs that we received for the projects were $157,992.23.  This represents a savings 
of $77,007.77 from the project estimates.  Staff and the Roads Commission have reviewed 
the bids and recommend acceptance on the 2015 JPA Street Maintenance Agreement in the 
amount of $157,992.23 and the authorization to submit a letter of concurrence to the City of 
Coon Rapids indicating our participation in this project. 
 
Harrington stated I’ll make a motion to recommend acceptance of the 2015 JPA Street 
Maintenance Agreement bids in the amount of $157,992.23 and authorize to submit a 
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letter of concurrence to the City of Coon Rapids indicating our participation in this 
project.  Koller stated I’ll second.   
 
Voss stated any discussion?  It sure seems like every year this Agreement gets more 
attractive because it’s been such a good program.  Davis agreed it really does.  We were 
really the benefactors this year of low oil prices for the tack material for the seal coating, 
which was a huge portion of this.  So, we’ve really saved a considerable amount of money 
since our participation in this program in 2008.  It’s been a very, very worthwhile endeavor 
for the City. 
 
Voss stated any other discussion?  Hearing none, all in favor say aye?”  All in favor.  Voss 
stated opposed?  None opposed, that motion passes. Motion passes unanimously.  
 

8.0E.2 
2015 Class 5 
Road Projects 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Davis presented the staff report indicating the 2015 Street Maintenance Budget calls for 
$35,000 to be used on gravel road maintenance. The City has been rotating improvements 
to the City’s sixteen miles of gravel roads over a seven year cycle. For 2015, staff is 
recommending the Class 5 improvements be used on the 1¾ mile of gravel road portion of 
Klondike Drive. Before the Class 5 is placed, the Public Works Department will shape and 
grade the road surface to allow for better drainage and begin the process of returning the 
road to its approximate original width.  Klondike Drive is the only unpaved MSA Street in 
the City system.  
 
Because of the traffic volume and vehicle speeds on Klondike Drive, the road surface dries 
out and rapidly creates washboard and severe dust conditions.  The City applied magnesium 
chloride in 2012 during the construction of the Viking Boulevard project and traffic levels 
increased on Klondike Drive from 300 to 1,500 vehicles per day.  The road held up well and 
required little grading during this period. The cost for the application at that time was 
approximately $4,500. 
 
Currently, the Public Works Department grades Klondike Drive twice a week for a total of 
five hours of total maintenance time per week.  Using the current rate of $95.00 an hour for 
the motor grader, the weekly equipment costs are approximately $500 without the cost of 
labor.  The total estimated grading costs projected for 2015 is 120 hours or $6,000. 
 
The Roads Commission has reviewed the Class 5 projects and recommends Klondike Drive 
be resurfaced in 2015 with approximately 2,500 tons of Class 5 material. They also 
recommend the application of chloride to improve the road surface, reduce maintenance 
costs, and reduce the amount of dust generated. The Roads Commission recommends 
funding this project through the 2015 Street Maintenance Budget. 
 
The Road Commission and staff recommend Klondike Drive for Class 5 resurfacing in 
2015 and request authorization to advertise for bids. 
 
Mundle stated I’ll make a motion to recommend Klondike Drive for Class 5 
resurfacing in 2015 and give authorization to advertise for bids.  Ronning stated 
second.   
 
Voss stated any discussion?  Harrington stated I just have one question.  We had a meeting 
Monday with the gal and they’d like to see the magnesium chloride done on other roads.  Is 
this something that should go in front of the Roads Commission and then be brought to us?  
Davis responded if there’s a request for the chloride application, they should bring 
everything to the Roads Commission first so they can take a look at it and then make a 
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recommendation to City Council.   
 
Harrington stated they were complaining about the dust up north.  Voss stated I’ve talked to 
other neighbors too.  They’ve had it in the past and they’d like to see it again.  I made the 
same comment, ‘Make the request.’  Harrington stated okay.  Ronning stated clarification of 
the motion?  Does that include chloride with the Class 5?  Mundle answered yes.  
Ronning stated thank you.   
 
Voss stated any other discussion?  Timing?  Do you have an idea on timing?  Davis 
answered we’ll advertise for bids.  This is one thing we’ll probably get this advertisement 
out ASAP so we can get the Class 5 down and the chloride applied by, hopefully, no later 
than the end of May.  If we wait until after that, then we’re not getting the benefits of the 
full season. 
 
Voss stated all in favor say aye?”  All in favor.  Voss stated opposed?  None opposed, 
motion passes. Motion passes unanimously.  
 

8.0F 
Fire 
Department 
8.0F.1 
February Fire 
Department 
Report 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DuCharme stated thank you Mr. Mayor and Councilmembers.  First thing I want to bring 
up, not only to the Council but to our residents, is that March 25th, that morning next week, 
we’ll be starting our springtime burning restrictions.  The DNR has informed us that they’ll 
start at 8 o’clock in the morning.  Those restrictions are going to last until the green-up.  
That’s a yearly thing that goes on, making sure that we get green growth before people start 
burning once again.  It does not include rec fires.  Rec fires are allowed and they will be 
allowed unless we enter an extremely dry period of time where we would have to curtail 
those. 
 
Voss asked Mark, on that, are we issuing burning permits now?  Or not?  DuCharme 
answered we are.  There was a two-day period when we were not and the humidity in the air 
was such that the DNR lifted the restrictions.  So, the new restrictions right now are 
planned, as I said, for March 25th, 8 o’clock in the morning.  If people are going to burn, 
they still have to get a permit and right now with the weather, it looks favorable to continue 
to be able to offer permits until March 25th, that morning. 
 
DuCharme stated one thing about rec fires I like to say is, remember what we can burn and 
remember what you can’t burn.  What you can’t burn is the yard waste, dimensional 
lumber, you cannot burn shingles, you cannot burn treated lumber.  You can burn logs and 
that type of thing that are used for a recreational fire.  Remember it’s a recreational fire; it’s 
not a fire to burn yard waste.  Every year, we have that situation.  Last week we had a 
situation where the DNR requested the help of East Bethel Fire to go out and extinguish a 
fire that a resident did have a permit for but, unfortunately, he was burning all the wrong 
materials.  He was burning carpet, he was burning dimensional lumber, and he was also 
burning a goat that had died during the winter that was frozen, the carcass.  He was burning 
that.  The DNR had asked the Sheriff to issue a tag and also asked East Bethel to furnish 
what that cost was for us to go out there because they will charge the homeowner.  So, just 
remember that. 
 
DuCharme stated the other thing is when we do rec fires, almost all of us like to sit around a 
campfire, but sometimes it’s a good idea just to let your neighbor know that you’re going to 
have a campfire because if it’s a warmer evening, sometimes we’ll leave our windows open 
and if they know that you’re going to have a campfire, sometimes the neighbors will close 
the windows so the smoke doesn’t come in.  It helps being, as we could call it, neighborly. 
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DuCharme stated with that said, I’ll get into our February 2015 report.  Our calls are 
running ahead of last year.  In February, we answered 46 calls and of those 46, 57% were 
medical related or 34 calls.  A couple calls that I will immediately talk about.  One was a 
chimney fire.  The fire was contained to the chimney.  There was no other building damage 
so that was actually a good thing.  And, then we did have a boiler in a house that was 
malfunctioning and did smoke it up pretty good.  We did have 34 medical calls and of those 
34, we assisted in the transportation by ambulance of 26 of those residents.  If you look 
under ‘assists,’ we had some lift assists by some very sick people.  The flu is still around so 
wash those hands and ‘sneeze in your sleeve,’ so to speak.  Any questions at all?  Voss 
asked any questions from our audience? 
 
DuCharme stated so next month I’d like to come back and we’ll talk maybe a little bit about 
the first quarter of the year and see where we’re at, if that’s all right. 
 
Ronning asked is there a burning ban in the whole State?  DuCharme answered that would 
be the whole State, right.  That burning restriction, they don’t like to all it ‘bans’ anymore, 
they like to call it ‘restrictions.’  But the burning restriction will be State wide.  Then you’ll 
start seeing areas where it gets really dry that they’ll start banning rec fires also and camp 
fires.  So, if we can get some moisture, we should have the restrictions lifted in four weeks.  
If we don’t, it’s probably more like eight weeks.  All right?  Thank you. 
 
The Council thanked Chief DuCharme. 
 

8.0G 
City 
Administrator 
8.0G.1 
Resolution 
2015-20 
Early Voting 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Davis presented the staff report indicating Minnesota now allows no-excuse absentee voting 
by mail and in-person.  Many Minnesotans consider the current in-person absentee voting 
system ‘early voting’ though there are significant administrative differences between the two 
systems.  In absentee voting, after the voter has completed their ballot, it is placed in a sealed 
envelope to be processed by election administrators after the voter has left.  Early voting 
allows the in-person voter the same experience as voting in their polling place on Election 
Day, by inserting their ballot into a ballot tabulator.  If necessary, the voter is then able to 
correct mistakes made by the voter when marking the ballot such as party cross-over voting in 
a primary election or over voting. These mistakes can be discovered by the ballot tabulator, 
the same as on Election Day. Election results are not known until the polls close on Election 
Day from the tabulators. 
 
If this legislation were approved, East Bethel residents using the Early Voting System would 
have the benefit of a faster processing time for each ballot issued and the availability or 
access to the voting process due to the additional service hours that each polling place would 
be open. 
 
However, the Early Voting System would increase our Election costs and create serious 
election judge staffing issues.  The problems we foresee with this process are as follows: 
• At least 17.5 hours of election staff time at City Hall would be required beyond 

additional time already required for Absentee ballot voting. 
• Additional time/wages will be required for election judges. Up to 102.5 hours total per 

judge for Early Voting activities would be required, not including any necessary training 
and assuming only one polling place would be open. This estimate of time for election 
judges would be for only one judge.  Balancing party affiliations would require two 
judges or requesting either Carrie Frost or Karen White of City staff to serve as a judge 
and register as a member of the opposite party of the person serving as the other election 
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judge capacity.   
•  Precinct Election Judges have been difficult to enlist when the obligation is only for 2 

days (1 day of training and 1 day of service).  Finding available judges for a 15-day Early 
Voting period, plus training, will be even less likely. 

• Designated registration and voting areas would need to be set up in City Hall.  If a line of 
waiting voters were to form anywhere within City Hall, it may disrupt access to other 
departments and services.   

   
The League of Minnesota Cities supports the establishment of the Early Voting System and 
is requesting approval of the attached resolution. The League’s Board of Director’s adopted 
this issue as one of its 2015 legislative priorities. A proposed bill would establish early 
voting 15 days prior to Election Day through 5 p.m. on the third day before the Election. 
Pending certification of Statewide systems and voting equipment to administer Early Voting 
by the Secretary of State, the law would be effective for elections held on or after August 1, 
2015.  Co-authors of the bill include: Senators Jeff Hayden, Kent Eken, John Hoffman, and 
Jim Carlson.  Early Voting would be an addition to and not an elimination or replacement of 
absentee balloting.  
 
Davis stated approval of this bill could result in an increase of our election costs of up to an 
additional $4,000 for the 2016 Election.  Due to the additional cost to City staff and staffing 
issues, staff does not recommend endorsing or supporting the League’s request and is 
seeking direction from Council for consideration of Resolution 2015-20.  Davis stated you 
have two resolutions in front of you, one supporting and one in opposition to.  So, we’re 
asking what your pleasure is on this issue. 
 
Voss stated this is essentially an unfunded mandate if it went through.  Davis stated correct.  
Voss stated we’re not getting funding from the State.  This is coming out of our taxes.  
Davis stated absolutely and the biggest issue that I see is finding election judges to be here 
for two weeks.  That’s going to be an almost impossible task.  Voss stated Minnesota’s 
already got one of the best accessibility of any state for voting and with the way absentee 
ballots are being done now, there’s no excuse for not voting. 
 
Davis stated I did call Senator Benson’s office today and they said this bill was still in 
committee and the session is over in mid-May. So, they are looking for some input from 
cities on this as soon as possible. 
 
Voss stated the League is asking for support.  If we pass this other resolution in front of us 
in opposition, is it going to the League?  Or, are we going to send it directly to the State?  
Davis stated I would recommend we send it to both.  Voss stated okay.   
 

Koller stated I will make a motion to oppose Resolution 2015-20.  Mundle stated not to 
interrupt but you stated there are two resolutions?  Davis answered yes. There’s one in your 
packet and one that I distributed at your seat prior to the meeting.  Mundle stated but they’re 
both Resolution 2015-20.  Davis confirmed they are both Resolution 2015-20. Voss stated 
okay, just to clarify, your motion was to oppose the resolution.  You are moving to approve 
the resolution that opposes?  Koller answered yes.  Mundle stated proceed now, I didn’t 
mean to interrupt.  Voss asked is there a second to the motion to oppose?  Mundle stated I’ll 
second.   
 
Voss stated any discussion?  Ronning stated out of curiosity, is the staff person for a second 
party, is that a challenger?  Davis answered no but you have the election judges, you have to 
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have a judge from each party to balance it out.  Voss stated the major parties.  Davis stated 
yeah. 
 
Harrington asked what is it on an absentee?  Do they get 30 days?  Or, is it 45 days?  Davis 
answered 45 days.  Absentee balloting starts 45 days prior to the General Election. 
 
Voss asked do we have an idea, I mean it sounds like the reason they stated is you get reject 
absentee ballots and this is a way to reduce the rejects.  Do we know what the percentage is 
on rejects on absentee ballots?  Davis stated we haven’t been told.  We processed 140 
absentee ballots in the last Election.  The only issue with the absentee ballots is the number 
of hands that they go through.  A person can come in here and get the absentee ballot or 
they can take it home.  They bring it back; it’s put in a sealed envelope so it’s touched by 
Carrie Frost or Karen White to put in the envelope.  Approximately once a week, these 
ballots are then taken to the County so in the transport they are touched by one other person.  
Then when they get to the County, they are handled by one other person.  Whether this is an 
attempt to prevent voter fraud on absentee ballots, I’m not sure.  Or, it’s just a means of 
making sure that if people do make a mistake on their ballot, it can be corrected.  If a 
mistake’s made on an absentee ballot, we don’t have any information on what happens to it.  
If it’s made and caught early when the County opens it, the County does sometimes notify 
people that there’s a mistake on their absentee ballot and they are permitted to resubmit it.  
But if they vote late, there’s probably no chance of them even looking at it and it’s probably 
just discarded.  The benefit of this Early Voting System would be if you do make a mistake, 
it can be corrected on the spot. 
 
Voss stated and being one that’s made mistakes in voting before, it happens.  So, we don’t 
have any numbers on how many get rejected.  Davis answered no; we haven’t been supplied 
with that.  Voss stated is there any more discussion?  All in favor of this motion say aye?”  
All in favor.  Voss stated opposed?  None opposed, that motion passes. Motion passes 
unanimously.  
 
Voss stated so this will go to the League and then to the Senate Committee.  Davis stated 
we’ll send it to our representatives.  There’s also another bill in the House that’s parallel 
with this one so we’ll send it to Mr. Hackbarth and Senator Benson. 
 

8.0G.2 
Assessor 
Services 
Contract 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Davis presented the staff report indicating the City Assessor’s contract expires on January 
2, 2016. In order to prepare the 2016 Budget, staff is in need of the cost of this service by no 
later than June 30, 2015. In 2012, the City advertised for this service but received only one 
proposal with that coming from our current Assessor, Ken Tolzmann.  Mr. Tolzmann’s 
proposal was approximately $20,000 per year less than the cost of contracting with Anoka 
County for assessments for that period.  
 
Mr. Tolzmann has indicated that he is interested in extending his contract with the City and 
would offer the same price per parcel for the 2016-2018 term as was provided in his 2013-
2015 contract. Should the number of parcels remain unchanged, Mr. Tolzmann’s proposal 
for 2016 would be $52,119.  The County’s cost for providing this service for 2016 is 
estimated to be a minimum of $68,000 with an additional one-time charge to review and 
establish a basis for the assessments.  
 
Staff is seeking direction as to accepting Mr. Tolzmann’s proposal or requesting RFPs for 
this service. 
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Voss stated direction to staff?  How long have we used the Assessor since?  Davis answered 
as far as I know; Mr. Tolzmann has been used as long as I’ve been here.  Voss agreed, yeah, 
it’s been quite a while.  Motion by anyone?  Voss stated I’ll move that we accept Mr. 
Tolzmann’s proposal.  Mundle stated I’ll second.   
 
Voss stated discussion?  Ronning stated $52,000, do we make quarterly payments?  Or, 
semi annual?  Davis stated we make quarterly payments to him.  Ronning stated okay, the 
ones I remember are $13,000 something.  Davis stated yeah, that’s correct.  Ronning stated 
so that would be quarterly. 
 
Voss stated any other discussion?  Hearing none, all in favor say aye?”  All in favor.  Voss 
stated opposed?  That motion passes. Motion passes unanimously.  
 

8.0G.3 
March 25, 
2015 
Work 
Meeting 
Agenda 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Davis presented the staff report indicating items that have been scheduled or proposed for 
discussion at the March 25, 2015 City Council Work Meeting are as follows: 
1. Receive Ice Arena Management Services Proposals  
2. Review Draft Rental Ordinance  
3. Discuss City Goals for 2015  
4. Discuss Council and Commission Roles and Duties  
5. Discuss Upper Rum River WMO Audit and Water Management Plan 
6. Discuss the City Role for Booster Day 
7. Discuss a Proposed Modification to our MCES Wastewater Services Agreement  
8. Discuss the Current Zoning Situation we have where only a 1 in 10 Density is allowed 

on Rural Residential Lots. 
 
Davis stated that’s quite an order for an agenda to be accomplished in one evening.  I would 
recommend that Receive Ice Arena Management Services Proposal be the first item on that 
agenda.  And, if we want to discuss some of the others, I would like to recommend the Draft 
Rental Ordinance be reviewed.  I would also like to recommend that we discuss the Upper 
Rum River WMO Audit and I’d like to recommend we discuss the 1 in 10 Zoning 
Requirement for Rural Residential. 
 
Mundle stated well, we should take care of the big stuff first. The other ones we can discuss 
at another meeting.   
 
Davis stated and the proposed modification on the MCES Contract, we’re still waiting word 
from Met Council so we may not have anything definitive on that.  I’ll issue an update on 
where we are with this at the end of the week and we can discuss that once it comes in.  But, 
those are the ones that I would recommend that we include on the agenda for the next 
meeting. 
 
Ronning asked, could you state that again please?  Davis stated Receive the Ice Arena 
Management Proposal for Services; Review the Draft Rental Ordinance; Discuss the Upper 
Rum River WMO Audit and Water Management Plan; and, Discuss the current Zoning 
Requirement of 1 in 10 for Rural Residential Densities. 
 
Mundle stated that sounds fine to me.  Ronning stated that’s pretty aggressive.  Voss stated 
I don’t think we’ll get through all four of those right now if the Work Meeting is limited to 
two hours.  We’re not really going to get through that.  Davis stated and I would also, 
maybe we could discuss about the next Work Meeting or if there’s a need to have one even 
before the end of April. 
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Voss asked for the Arena bids, have they come in yet?  Davis answered yes; the proposals 
had to be submitted by 10 a.m. today. We received two proposals.  Voss asked from who?  
Davis answered from Gibson Management and Victory Management. 
 
Voss stated unfortunately, I won’t be there next week.  I had a business thing come up so 
I’ll be traveling all next week so I won’t be there.  I already talked to Jack.  I’ll get a copy 
of the DVD of the meeting so I’ll be able to see the discussion, particularly on the Arena 
bid. 
 
Harrington asked are we going to get some information on this Rental Ordinance again too?  
Davis stated we’ll have that ready to go out in your packet on Friday.  Harrington stated 
okay. 
 
Voss stated that’s the one thing, well, I’d like to be here for all of it but that’s the one thing 
I’ve been kind of behind for a while is the Rental Ordinance.  I’m fine with you having the 
discussion at the Work Meeting so that’s not a problem.  I’ll get the packet and go through 
it too.  That meeting’s set for 6?  Davis stated it’s set for 7 but we can change the time, 
whatever time we want.  Actually, the presenters have been notified to be here at 7.  Voss 
stated okay.  Koller stated 7 is fine. 
 
Voss stated so what I’ve heard in order is the Arena Bids, the Rental Ordinance, the Upper 
Rum River, and then the 1 in 10 Zoning, if you’re lucky.  That’s a half hour piece so good 
luck. 
 
Harrington asked you don’t need a motion, do you?  Davis answered not necessarily.  Voss 
asked what’s that?  Harrington stated I just asked if he needed a motion or anything on 
those four. 
 
Ronning stated ‘food for thought,’ as time goes, perhaps keep in mind, just a suggestion, get 
through the first one and see if you have interest in reorganizing the order.  Voss stated 
yeah, I mean you can’t take any action anyway on what you talk about.  Ronning stated 
right but when you named those, they might not necessarily be prioritized.   
 
Davis stated the issue about the 1 in 10 is if there are feelings on taking another look at that 
then we’d want to give some direction to have that on the next Planning Commission 
meeting. 
 
Mundle asked wasn’t that already discussed by the Planning Commission?  Davis answered 
we would ask for them to adopt a formal motion on that.  Have they already done that?  
Mundle stated I know we already discussed it.  Davis stated I think it was brought up but I 
think it was just discussed and I’m not sure there was any formal action taken on it as a 
recommendation.  That could be incorrect.  Mundle stated you may want to review that just 
to be safe.  Davis responded okay.  Mundle stated I know we discussed it but I can’t 
remember the outcome.  But I know that we were all in agreement of having it changed.  
Davis stated I’ll take a look at that and if there was a formal agreement on that, then I stand 
corrected and we’ll move on with that then.  Mundle stated okay. 
 
Ronning asked if there’s data identifying how much and what would be affected by this?  
What areas of the City?  Davis stated of the 1 in 10, I have a rough map that identified 
properties that were over 25 acres or over 20 acres.  I think there was maybe 600-700 acres 
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total.  I’d have to look at that just to be sure of that number.  But, there are several.  Another 
reason we bring this up is within the past year now, we’ve had four people approach us that 
have been interested in doing rural subdivisions, thinking that they could still do the 2.5 
acre lots.  Colleen said there have been three of these that have come in, in the last month.  
So, there is starting to be some more interest in this and it is something we need to address 
and get clarified. 
 
Voss stated that is one discussion if it’s at a Work Meeting that I’d really like to be in 
because I have some history on that back when I was established then, in my opinion, 
messed up somehow.  All right.  Anything else for the Work Meeting? 
 

9.0 Other 
9.0A 
Staff Reports 

Davis stated I’d just like to remind everyone that our Pet Clinic is scheduled for this 
Saturday, 9 a.m. to noon, at the Arena.  It will be for dogs and cats.  They can get their 
vaccinations, distemper shots, certain shots for rabbis and another shot for a word that I 
cannot pronounce.  Also, too, if you bring your pet to the Clinic and you don’t have a 
license, the City will issue a license at no charge. 
 

9.0B  
Council  
Report – 
Member 
Harrington 

Harrington stated the two fund raisers tomorrow night, the East Bethel Scholarship Program 
next door, the spaghetti dinner from 5:30 to 8.  The Empty Bowl fundraiser at St. Pat’s 
Church from 5 to 7:30.   
 
I had a request about Firearms Safety Class.  I’ve got a person here you can contact.  Call 
Bob, 612 327-6631 and they’ll let you know where their Firearms Safety Class is held. 
 

Council 
Ronning 

Ronning stated most of what I would say is covered by tonight in the road projects that went 
through the Street Capital Fund and such.  But, there was one thing that isn’t in here.  There 
was a reference map with another alternative to Viking between what would be Taylor and 
65.  Voss asked you mean a frontage road?  Ronning stated no a road from 189th out to 
Viking.   
 
Harrington asked was that the reference where the guy that owns the lot on 22 and 65 wants 
a road to kind of curl around to come out to his entrance if he does build a grocery store?  
Ronning stated yeah, East Bethel Properties.  Harrington stated instead of going straight 
down the power lines now they are looking at maybe …” Ronning stated East Bethel 
Properties is requesting that consideration.  Davis responded they have mentioned that.  
That’s a discussion we’ll have with him to see how critical that is but that’s not a proposal 
at this time.  Ronning stated it was interesting to see.  
 

Council       
Member 
Koller 

Koller stated I don’t have anything. 

Council 
Member 
Mundle 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mundle stated the EDA meeting last Monday, talked about the Business Retention and 
Expansion Program.  We had another presentation from the U of M and that should be 
coming up in front of Council pretty soon about actually spending some money on it.  We 
also talked about Open to Business that there’s a representative that will come out and help 
local businesses, start up businesses, with either establishing financing or setting up some 
business plans, or whatever kind of help you need to get off the round.  So, if anybody has 
more interest on that, you can contact City Hall. 
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Mundle stated a word to residents to help keep East Bethel beautiful with all the snow that 
has melted, there is litter sometimes that has accumulated and been reveled by that snow 
being melted so just saying take a couple minutes and look along your property line, along 
the roadways, and pick up any litter that you may see.  Voss stated and the goats too.  
Mundle stated yes, the goats too.  Mundle stated on a side note, back in Cub Scouts, we did 
roadside cleanup and we found a frozen cat.  It was frozen just as it was taking a step.  
Some of the young kids found it amusing. 
 
Mundle stated and a note for Tim on the Firearm Safety Classes, I know a local Boy Scout 
Troop does put them on, Troop #733.  Harrington stated someone was looking and that’s 
the only information I could find.  Mundle stated okay, that’s fine. 
 

Mayor Voss Voss stated to add onto the EDA discussion about the Business Retention and Expansion 
Program, the reason why it came back to EDA is, if you recall the last time I talked about it, 
the University said they wouldn’t be able to implement it until 2016.  The reason why they 
came back is they can implement it now.  I remember that was our, kind of the chagrin 
about it, was that we had to wait a year to start it.  They can actually start now and basically 
it’s because the person within the Extension Program who was going to head it up became 
available.   Whereas before, he wasn’t available.  So it’s a good thing and kind of stepped 
that up.  The Chamber was at the meeting too, some members of the Chamber, and I think 
they’re embracing it too. 
 
Ronning asked is there a source they can contact?  Or, did you say City Hall for curiosity 
about the questions and such?  Mundle responded for the Business Retention and Expansion 
Program?  Or, the Open to Business?  They are two different.  Ronning answered either.  
Mundle stated I’m sure you can contact City Hall for either one.  The Open to Business that 
I mentioned to contact City Hall for help for our local businesses.  Voss stated and there’s a 
link on the website for the Open to Business too.  Mundle stated yes. 
 
Voss stated just one question.  Have we started street sweeping yet?  Davis answered yes.  
Mundle stated they did mine.  Voss stated usually they do around the lakes first and I 
haven’t noticed so I was just curious.  So, try not to park in the street.  I made that mistake 
last year and had a big pile of dirt in front of my house I had to sweep up myself. 
 
Voss stated another thing I just want to throw out too is I don’t know if any of you have 
been contacted, kind of jarred my memory when you talked about the Early Voting, was 
ranked choice voting.  If you’ve heard of it, basically it’s what Minneapolis did.  I think St. 
Paul has it too where you rank your choices for voting so we have multiple candidates.  
There are two that you like, you can’t decide between the two, so there are a lot of 
advantages to it.   
 
Ronning asked at the primaries?  Voss responded both.  I think the primary probably more 
importantly because when you’ve got like Minneapolis I think they have like 12 candidates 
and it narrows it down.  But, that’s something that I’ve been hearing more of and I don’t 
think we’re in a position to be ready for that yet.  But, I know that some municipalities are 
looking into it.  But, I just wanted to throw that out. 
 

9.0C Other 
Update on 
Verizon Cell  
Tower 

Vierling stated before we get to the Closed Meeting, I would note to the Council last time 
we were gathered, you reviewed the issues that we were having with Verizon on the cell 
tower that they were proposing.  The Council authorized the staff to issue a directive to 
them that they were to have a last, final, and best offer to the City no later than the close of 
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business day on the 13th of March.  I can tell you that as of last Friday, shortly after 4 
o’clock in the afternoon, we received an e-mail from Verizon counsel with a singular line 
that said, ‘We will abide by the staff recommendation of December 29, 2014.’  So, given 
that, we are preparing the package of contracts that we will forward off to them suggesting 
that they sign and return it with their securities and then we will present it to you at your 
April meeting for your review and approval, if you choose.  Just to let you know that is the 
response we received. 
 
Mundle asked and that’s the response that you wanted?  Vierling responded that was the 
staff proposal that we sent to them on the 29th of December and you’ll recall they got back 
to us about February 20 something or other with a complete redline and a redraft of it.  So, 
yes, that is what we proposed.  Mundle stated fantastic.  Vierling stated fantastic. 
 

9.0D 
Closed 
Session 
9.0D.1 
Property 
Acquisition & 
Union 
Contract 

Vierling stated for the benefit of the members of the public and for the minutes, we will 
note at the present time the Council is considering going into Closed Session to deal with 
two matters.  The first dealing with property acquisition authorized under Statute 13D.05 
and the second dealing with union contracts under Minnesota 13D.03.  Pursuant to Statute, 
the portion of the Closed Session, if implemented by the Council dealing with the union 
contract, will be tape recorded as is required by law with the tape being maintained for a 
period of two years.  The other portion will not be tape recorded. 
 
That being said Mr. Mayor and Council, I recommend that a motion be made at the present 
time to go into Closed Session for the purposes I’ve indicated. 
 

Move to  
Closed 
Session 
 

Ronning stated so moved to go into Closed Session at 8:50 p.m.  Harrington stated I’ll 
second.  Voss stated any discussion?  All in favor say aye?”  All in favor.  Voss stated 
opposed?  Hearing none motion passes. Motion passes unanimously.  
 

Reconvene 
Open Session 

Vierling stated thank you Mr. Mayor.  For the members of the public as well as for the 
benefit of the record, we note the Council is back in Open Session after having concluded a 
Closed Executive Session that was attended by the Mayor and all members of the Council 
as well as City Administrator Jack Davis and myself, Mark Vierling as City Attorney.   
 
Vierling stated on the first Closed Session matter, the property identified by Property 
Identification No. 36-33-23-14-0003 was reviewed by the Council.  A motion was made 
and passed to allow the staff to modify the settlement package relative to that property in 
terms of concluding negotiations with the property owner. 
 
Vierling stated with regard to the second matter, the matter dealing with the union contract, 
it was recorded in the manner required by law.  That tape will be recorded and kept again 
for a period of two years.  A motion was made during that Closed Session to allow the City 
staff to make an accommodation to the union relative to a negotiation specifically dealing 
with benefits of medical insurance.  That motion was passed during the Closed Session as 
well. 
 
Vierling stated with that being said Mr. Mayor, that concludes the report of the Closed 
Session. 
 

9.0E 
Schedule  
Fin. Comm. 

Davis stated before you adjourn, one item that I failed to mention in the staff reports is 
when would you and Mr. Ronning have time to schedule a Finance Committee meeting?  
Voss stated you’re just going to drop that on us are you?  He asked how soon would you 
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like the meeting?  Davis answered if we could meet within the next week or ten days or 
within the next two weeks. 
 
Voss stated I certainly can within the next two weeks.  I can do it but I’m out pretty much 
all next week.  Davis stated okay.  The following week if you just send me a time that’s 
convenient for you and both of you and we’ll work a schedule out. 
 
Ronning stated Monday and Wednesday mornings are bad for me.  Otherwise, day or night.  
Davis responded okay.  Voss stated I’ll look at my schedule. 
 

10.0 
Adjourn 
 

Harrington stated I’ll make a motion to adjourn.  Koller stated I’ll second.  Voss stated 
any discussion?  All in favor say aye?”  All in favor.  Voss stated opposed?  Hearing none 
motion passes. Motion passes unanimously.  
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:52 p.m. 

 
Submitted by:  
Carla Wirth 
TimeSaver Off Site Secretarial Inc. 
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