
EAST BETHEL CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
JANUARY 21, 2015 

 
The East Bethel City Council met on January 21, 2015, at 7:30 p.m. for the regular City Council meeting at 
City Hall.  
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:     Steve Voss  Ron Koller  Tim Harrington 

Brian Mundle  Tom Ronning 
 
ALSO PRESENT:    Jack Davis, City Administrator 

Mark Vierling, City Attorney 
Nate Ayshford, Public Works Manager 
Craig Jochum, City Engineer 
Mark DuCharme, Fire Chief 

            
1.0 
Call to Order  

The January 21, 2015, City Council meeting was called to order by Mayor Voss at 7:30 
p.m.     

2.0  
Pledge of 
Allegiance 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

3.0 
Adopt 
Agenda  
 

Harrington, “I’ll make a motion to adopt tonight’s agenda.  Under the Consent 
Agenda, I’d like to add Item J, Supplemental Payment Summary.”  Voss, “Okay, is 
there a second to that motion?”  Mundle, “I’d like to pull F and G.”  Voss, “We can wait 
until we get to the Consent Agenda to pull those items.”  Mundle, “Okay.”  Koller, “I’ll 
second.”  Voss, “Any other discussion?  All in favor say aye?”  All in favor.  Voss, 
“Opposed?  Motion passes.” Motion passes unanimously.  
 

4.0 
Presentation 
4.0A 
Resolution 
2015-06 
Recognition 
of Bob 
DeRoche 

Davis, “At this time, we’d like to present Resolution 2015-06, A Resolution Recognizing 
and Expressing Appreciation for Service to the City of Mr. Robert DeRoche, and at the 
completion of the reading, request Council to consider its adoption.” 
 
Davis read Resolution 2015-06 in full. 
 
Ronning, “Move to adopt Resolution 2015-06.”  Mundle, “I’ll second.”  Voss, “Any 
discussion?  All in favor say aye?”  All in favor.  Voss, “Opposed?” Motion passes 
unanimously.  
 
Davis, “Mr. DeRoche, if you would step up here, we’ll present you with a plaque, a small 
expression of our gratitude.” 
 
Bob DeRoche, “I’m at a loss for words.  The only thing I wanted to say is this belongs to 
everybody that’s been on the Council and who’ve help with everything that we’ve gotten 
accomplished so far.  It’s nice that, with all of the support that I got, and that goes for all the 
support of the residents.  Again, thank you very much.”  Those present offered a round of 
applause. 
  

4.0B 
SRWMO 
2016 Budget 
Presentaton 
4.0B 

Davis presented the staff report, indicating the Sunrise River Water Management 
Organization’s (WMO’s) draft 2016 budget, in your packet, and on the website for your 
review.  Any requests to modify the budget must be presented to the Sunrise River WMO 
prior to their May 7, 2015, meeting.  After that date, and absent any comments or direction 
from East Bethel, our portion of the budget would be considered approved at the level 
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indicated for 2016. 
 
This budget is substantially reduced compared to recent years due to several large projects 
that have been fully funded.  However, the budget is forecast to increase again in 2018-2019 
due to an update of the watershed management plan and projects, which are a required 
mandate.  The Sunrise River WMO understands that a fluctuating budget proposals can be 
difficult for the member communities to manage and prepare for and they recognize the 
difficulties this can pose.  However, this is a better budgeting option than levying excess 
dollars in years of lesser obligations and carrying those funds forward to years with 
projected increased costs.   
 
The proposed 2016 Sunrise River WMO Budget is $32,705 as compared to the 2015 budget 
of $47,010.  East Bethel’s portion of the budget, as presented in the attachment, is proposed 
to be $10,272 or a reduction of 32% from the 2015 share of $15,004.  
 
East Bethel Citizen Representative Leon Mager will be present and present the proposed 
budget and be available for questions.  
 
Leon Mager, Sunrise River WMO, “I live in Tri Oak Circle.  As the text told you in your 
packet, all the major projects, even though the Coon Lake projects aren’t done yet, have 
been paid for or at least the money is in place to pay for them.  So, there are no major 
projects in front of us now for the next couple years.  But, there is going to be a ramp up in 
the 2018-2019 timeframe.  The concern is, back to your previous planning and even a little 
bit higher than your previous planning, as we get into a ten-year planning session.  We had 
a lot of discussion whether we should just do a flat plan to take that ‘hump’ out or to drop it 
down to the ‘bare bones’ minimum and then come back to you.  In the year 2017, the 
budget will be about the same as in 2016 one at the $10,000 level.  Then the following year, 
bump it back up or should we plan it straight across so you don’t see this fluxuation.   
 
It was decided that it’s not good to have money not being used sitting at in the Watershed.  
Also, as you probably know, if most of the Watershed money was sitting there, it might end 
up getting use.  So, we took the budget right down to what our requirements are going to be 
for the next two years.  Then they’ll ramp up as major projects show up again.  Now, there 
is feasibility work being done on a project for the Data Creek flowing into and coming into 
Typo Lake.  There will be projects with Linwood, which has now been listed by the State as 
an impaired water.  There will probably be a project to clean the carp out of Martin Lake 
now that the carp barriers have been put up around it.  So, there are things on the horizon 
but there’s nothing identified as any major projects right now.  In the budget, if you look on 
Page 6 of your packet, there is a $10,000 entry in there and it doesn’t have anything 
planned.  That, we feel is sufficient to cover these three areas that I just mentioned that will 
possibly come up.  Also, if you look on Page 7 in your budget, what Jack was referring to, it 
shows the ramp up that occurs in 2018 and 2019.  
 
This is all I have on the budget but I want to give you a heads up.  There are a couple things 
that are going on that could change this budget.  But, there’re ‘up in the air’ and this is a 
budget.  The timeframe is right now for you to make a decision if this draft is okay or not.  
We’ll get input from the other three member communities.  Then we’ll be coming back to 
you in the June timeframe for a final draft and asking your approval.  Once we get approval 
on that from the four membership communities, that’s the budget that you guys will be 
going into when your start your July planning for 2016.   
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What I wanted to give you a heads up on, there are two issues that are going on that are 
being worked on and there isn’t a whole lot of information I can give you about it.  But, the 
Columbus Watershed District is asking for a change in the boundary.  The changes will 
result in, it will reduce the Sunrise’s boundary within Columbus.  It will decrease their share 
towards the Sunrise.  That’s ‘up in the air.’  I’m just giving you a heads up that’s going on.  
Also, we have another issue going on with the Ham Lake people.  They also want to change 
the boundary.  They want to change the boundary to follow the City lines and that also not 
only affects us but that will affect your Upper Rum as that removes over 2,000 acres from 
the Sunrise and the Upper Rum combined.   
 
So, those two issues are going on and if anything happens in either of those areas, 
definitely, they would affect your portion as a member community, not significantly but it 
could happen.  I can talk about them a little bit but you’ve got a lot of stuff on your schedule 
tonight.  Are there any questions on the budget?” 
 
Voss, “Anything from the Council?”  Ronning, “You endorse this budget, right?”  Mager, 
“Yes.  We fought hard to get it where it’s at.  One thing I might want to mention.  In 
tomorrow’s paper, which we got tonight from Forest Lake, mentions that Linwood has 
decided, in their budget planning they haven’t decided, but they’re looking at doing a flat 
planning so they don’t see the bump up in a couple years.  They mentioned, like I say, in the 
paper, that this is a good way to go.  We don’t need any money sitting that’s not being used 
because there are people always asking for things.  You know what I’m saying.” 
 
Voss, “I appreciate the details on the budget.  Is there any funds that carry over from year to 
year?  Do you have a balance?”  Mager, “There is a balance of about $7,000 in the 
marketing and shoreline restoration grant.  In the general fund, I’m not sure but there is a 
balance in there.  I’m not sure what that balance is.  Last year, because of that $7,000 
balance, we did not put anything into that fund.  If you look here in your papers for this 
year, what we’re asking for 2016, we’re putting zero money into that grant fund again.  
Until that gets depleted down, there’s no reason to put more money into that.”  Voss, 
“Okay.” 
 
Davis, “Leon, in your opinion, what would the withdrawal of Ham Lake and Columbus do 
to addressing problems collectively around Coon Lake?  Would it make it more difficult?”  
Mager, “Yeah, I’m right in the processing a drafting a letter to BWSR.  BWSR oversees our 
watersheds.  There’s pros and cons.  If you take acreage and residents out of the Sunrise, 
which is a Watershed Management Organization, and put them into a WMD, which is a 
Watershed Management District where they are taxed, the Districts in general have a whole 
lot more money.  They have full-time staff, they have offices and maybe even vehicles. 
They do things with ground water that we don’t do.  They do things in ditches that we don’t 
do.  We, I hate to use the word ‘minimum’ but the WMOs watch the surface waters, we 
monitor them, and we do maintenance on them and so on but we cannot provide the 
services that are available through a WMD, or a District with taxation.  If Ham Lake 
increases, that’s a Coon Creek Watershed District down there, if they increase their area 
down there and their residents by 2,000 plus acres, they add that to their tax base.  They can 
do a lot more and they can do a lot more things for their members.  But, it’s going to cost 
them too.  I think that dividing Coon Lake in half creates a lot of big problems.  It’s 
basically the west basin that gets divided in half.  The list is real long.  I’ve got the list 
sitting back there in the chair.  There are things, chemical analysis of that bay, water level, 
water clarity work, shoreline buffer maintenance, and stuff.  You’re more efficient rather 
than if we work on one-half and they work on the other half of the bay.  You’re better off to 
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look at the whole bay and where’s the best place to put the dollar to do the most good.  
There’s things like that they’re going to get into.  In general the whole purpose, what 
they’re trying to do and their City Engineer feels, that working with the different rules 
between the three Watersheds that they have complicates things for them.  But, they are 
very minor if you read his list.  I think most of the differences we can take care of.   
 
I don’t know what’s going to happen but if you go to the members and they find out that 
their taxes are going to go up, even though the District can provide more facilities than what 
being in a WMO like we are, they’re not going to be happy with that.  I took it to the Coon 
Lake Improvement District, I got a unanimous vote including a representative from Ham 
Lake against supporting this effort.  I missed a CLEA meeting but I’ll catch that next 
month.  I’m sure that even if the general meetings of the two lake associations and stuff 
coming up this summer, those residents are not going to want to see that tax increase.  I 
don’t see what they bring to the picture, at least to the Coon Lake people.” 
 
Voss, “Leon, will the member communities have an opportunity to comment to BWSR?  
Or, should I put it this way, will they solicit our input?”  Mager, “I don’t know.  I’ve never 
run into this before so I don’t know the procedure.  I do know that Ham Lake had two open 
sessions and the City Council has voted to proceed with this.  I know also they have a letter 
that they sent to BWSR explaining why they want to do this.” 
 
Voss, “What do you think the timing is for…”  Mager, “I don’t know the timeline.”  Davis, 
“This issue was presented to the Upper Rum River WMO.  It was not presented at the City.  
The Upper Rum River WMO, as I understand it, voted to request that Ham Lake stay within 
their boundaries.  We did not have a chance to comment on that.”  Mager, “At the Sunrise 
River WMO, we voted on this and we had six against it and the two Ham Lake 
representatives for it.  The other one, on our other side from Columbus, is kind of minor, I 
think, compared to this one.  And, they’ve got a legitimate complaint that they are getting 
into ditch maintenance, and a ditch is being divided between the boundaries now.  They 
would like to see the whole ditch on one side.  That I can understand.” 
 
Ronning, “If you have the answer from a procedural standpoint, with the Council there 
voting in favor of it, has the ‘train left the station?’”  Mager, “The what, Ron?”  Ronning, 
“Has the ‘train left the station?’  It’s easier to keep one stopped than it is to stop one.”  
Mager, “At first, when I first heard of this and when I got my first letter, I’ve been out of 
town but I was told that we should write up our opinions and stuff and send them to Ham 
Lake and they would include them in the package that had gone to BWSR.  But now I’m 
pursuing who to mail it to because I want to send the packet right to BWSR rather than 
expecting them to forward it.” 
 
Voss, “Was BWSR involved in those meetings with Ham Lake?”  Mager, “No.”  Voss, “So, 
this was just something that…”  Mager, “Right, primarily it was the City Engineer but I 
don’t really know for a fact who initiated this.  Even though Coon Creek is increasing their 
tax base by this many people has got a lot to gain, I do not believe they were the ones that 
initiated this.  I believe it was the City of Ham Lake.” 
 
Voss, “Where I was going with it was if BWSR was involved, why wouldn’t they be 
involving other communities too?  They are as affected as Ham Lake is affected too.”  
Mager, “Yes, but I don’t know.”  Voss, “I agree.  Splitting Coon Lake…”  Mager, “Well, 
this goes against, the purpose of the Watersheds, rather than giving this responsibility to the 
communities, is that the surface waters do not follow community boundaries.  This whole 
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philosophy violates that.  The whole State has been put together based on watersheds and 
that’s how the MPA, Pollution Control Agency, and that’s how BWSR wants to manage 
State waters, surface waters.  That’s the whole philosophy and this goes right against, the 
very basic philosophy of Watersheds, management by Watersheds.” 
 
Voss, “Leon, could you keep Jack informed of your progress on that?”  Mager, “Sure.  I’ll 
send you a packet of material and stuff that has been going back and forth between the two 
Watersheds and stuff from Ham Lake that we’ve gotten.  I’ll put together a packet for you.”  
Voss, “Any other questions for Leon?  All right, thank you.” 
 
Ronning, “Do you need an action from us?  A motion to approve the budget?”  Mager, 
“Yes.  What we’re doing, I’m here about a month and a half early.  We don’t need this 
approved until May something.  But, if you would approve the budget as presented to you 
tonight and we get approval from the other three communities, incorporating whatever 
changes, that just gives us more time to get back to you so you are in place for your July 
start up.” 
 
Ronning, “Move to approve the presented budget on the Sunrise River WMO for 
2016.”  Voss, “Before I ask for a second, Jack, would this be better served as a 
Resolution?”  Davis, “Since this is not the final approval, I think we can do the Resolution 
for that.  What this will enable us to do, it will help us too in our budgeting purposes.  We 
can plug this figure in knowing that there may be some minor changes.  But then we’ll at 
least have a number that’s approved to work with.”  Voss, “Okay, second to the motion?”  
Koller, “I’ll second.”  Voss, “Is there any other discussion?  All in favor say aye?”  All in 
favor.  Voss, “Opposed?  That passes.” Motion passes unanimously.  
 
Mager, “Thank you for your time.”  Voss, “Thanks Leon.” 
 

4.0C 
Sheriff’s 
Report 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sergeant Steve Shrep, filling in for Commander Orlando, presented the December 2014, 
Sheriff’s Report as follows: 
 
December 3, 2014 – No Contact Order Violation.  Deputies were called to a residence on 
a violation of a no contact order.   The no contact order was verified and the male was 
arrested.  The male admitted to having been at the residence “awhile.”   
 
December 14, 2014 – Felony Domestic Assault / Felony Damage to Property.  Deputies 
were called to a local establishment on a domestic assault report.  Upon meeting with the 
victim she reported being pushed by the suspect as he was verbally abusing her.  The 
suspect fled the establishment when patrons became involved.  The victim contacted the 
Sheriff’s Office.  Due to prior convictions for violating a no contact order, the assault level 
was enhanced to a felony.  The victim returned home and found her garage door had been 
driven into and severely damaged as well.  The suspect’s vehicle was located in his 
driveway, with fresh damage to the bumper.  The suspect was not located at that time and 
charges are pending. 
 
December 20, 2014 – House Fire.  Deputies were called to a house fire.  The neighbor 
reported hearing some explosions and upon looking out his window, saw his neighbor’s 
house on fire.  The homeowner was home when the fire started.  He reported seeing smoke 
and flames in his garage and tried to call for help but his phone was not working at that 
time.  The homeowner went to a relatives down the street to call.  The house was a total 
loss. 
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December 25, 2014 – 5th Degree Assault.  Deputies were called to a report of an assault 
that had occurred.  The victim reported he was on his deck, taking pictures of people and 
vehicles that were going to and from his neighbor’s residence.  The victim stated a male 
leaving the residence said, ‘Merry Christmas’ to him.  The victim stated he did not respond 
to this male.  The male then waved at him.  The victim still did not respond.  The male then 
began questioning him about why he was taking pictures.  The victim exchanged words 
with the suspect at which time the suspect ran up onto the deck and struck the victim with 
his fists.  The victim did not know the suspect and did not sustain any ‘visible injury.’  
Deputies went next door to try and identify the suspect and were advised that there had not 
been anyone at their house that evening.  The photo that was taken was not very clear and 
only identified the male as white wearing ‘a dark jacket.’  Deputies were called back to the 
scene a few hours later by the victim who thought that the suspect may have returned to the 
neighbor’s house.  Deputies were allowed entry into the neighboring house but did not 
locate anyone matching the suspect description that the victim had given. 
 
DWI’s:  There were two DWI arrests in December.   
 
Voss, “Questions from Council?  Anything from our audience for our Deputy tonight?  All 
right, thank you for your time.  Have a good night.”  Sergeant Shrep, “Thank you.” 

  
5.0 
Council 
Actions 
5.0A 
Planning 
Commission 
Appointments 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Davis presented the staff report, indicating City Council considered the Planning 
Commission’s recommendation of an appointment to the Commission for a vacancy and 
requests for re-appointment of two members whose terms are to expire on January 31, 2015. 
This matter was tabled at the January 7, 2015, for further discussion.  Directions were given 
to staff to invite those applicants to the January 21, 2015, City Council meeting for 
discussions with Council.  
 
Councilperson Ronning, the maker of the motion to table the issue, has since concluded that 
it would be in the best interest of the City to respect the Commission’s recommendations 
and approve the appointments as presented. As such it is therefore unnecessary for those 
considered for appointment to attend the Council meeting for questions.  As a result, the 
tabled motion of approval of the appointments of Sherry Allenspach to fill Brian Mundle’s 
vacated term, Glenn Terry and Eldon Holmes with comments that relate to their duties of 
the appointees will be reintroduced for consideration.  
 
At this time, staff recommends that Council reconsider the tabled motion and approve the 
recommended appointments. 
 
Vierling, “It would be appropriate to have a motion to remove the matter from the table.” 
 
Ronning, “Move to remove the matter from the table.”  Harrington, “I’ll second.”  
Voss, “Is there any discussion?  All in favor say aye?”  All in favor.  Voss, “Opposed?” 
Motion passes unanimously.  
 
Ronning, “I’ll move to approve the Planning Commission’s recommendations.  
“Mundle, “I’ll second.”  Voss, “For clarification, if I have this right Jack, for Glenn Terry 
and Eldon Holmes, their term will run to January 31, 2018.”  Davis, “That’s correct, 
three years.”  Voss, “And then for Sherry Allenspach it would be January 31, 2017.”  
Davis, That’s correct.”  Voss, “Any discussion?” 
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Ronning, “Yes.  I’ve had conversation with Jack and some others.  I really don’t know what 
the instructions to the Commissions were, so in reasonable fairness, I guess anyhow, I’m 
lifting my table.  However, I did go back to the meeting when we discussed this and one of 
the comments, ‘A Council should not rubber stamp things,’ and we’re kind of setting that 
up.  That was by having the Commissions and such do the recommendations.  ‘This puts the 
Council in a position of rubber stamping.’  ‘We don’t rubber stamp things.’  I think this puts 
us in a little bit of that position.  Another one’s, ‘Well, would it be possible to have like, 
say, two or three choices?  Present that to the Council and then the Council makes the 
selection from that?  Would that work?’  With the selection through resume or written 
document, because I know that when we have people apply there’s a written document that 
they do.  We’d have the recommendation, which may be there, and then we could select. 
 
Jack’s comment at that meeting, ‘Again, the final recommendation and the final vote is on 
the City Council.  The Commission would recommend a person and Council could vote 
them in or out.’ 
 
One of the purposes, I guess, behind this if I understand, is people unwilling to come before 
this group and the microphone, etc., etc.  That has merit.  I’ve also heard people say that, 
‘Well, what’s the point.  The group’s already in.’ They don’t think they have a chance 
anyhow regardless of what they do.   
 
I think we have some comments coming out of the Commission that really don’t belong in 
this kind of setting.  Each one of us is, one way or another, an ambassador of the City.  
Leon just was.  When he goes to these meetings, he’s an ambassador of the City.  People 
regard what he says.  If the Commissions make comments, that’s an official comment when 
it comes from a Commission or from meetings that have been called to order.  I’ve heard 
some things that I didn’t care for.  I don’t think that any of our Commission members have 
any business criticizing a business and then another business when there’s no complaint.  
They better ‘shape up or ship out.’  That’s not necessary.  That’s not called for.  That’s not 
our position as a City trying to get business, to make those comments.  Or when developers 
come and you get into a debate with what kind of housing you like or don’t like.  You’re 
not there for that.  You’re there to gather information, compare it with an ordinance or some 
such.  So, anyhow, with saying that, I’m going to ask that we have some Work Meetings to 
identify what are some of the things we’d like from a Commission.” 
 
Voss, “Tom, do you want to add it to your Council report?  To talk about, discuss that at a 
Work Meeting?”  Ronning, “Oh sure, that’s fine.  Anyhow, congratulations to the three 
people.”  Voss, “We still have to vote.”  Voss, “All in favor say aye?”  All in favor.  Voss, 
“Opposed?  That motion passes.” Motion passes unanimously.  

  
6.0 
Public 
Forum 

Voss, “Is there anyone here tonight interested in speaking before the City Council as part of 
Public Forum?” 
 
No one responded to speak at the Public Forum. 

  
7.0 
Consent 
Agenda 
 
 
 

Item A  Approve Bills 
 
Item B  January 7, 2015 Council Meeting Minutes  
 
Item C  Approve Letter of Engagement for Continuing Disclosure Services 
As an issuer of municipal securities, the City is required to comply with all continuing 
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disclosure obligations.  Ehlers & Associates, Inc. has been assisting the City comply with 
all CDU obligations in the past.  Fulfilling this obligation requires research, preparation and 
filing of disclosure reports within specific time frames.  The City has five debt service 
issues that are subject to the disclosure.  Ehlers will complete this requirement for an annual 
cost of $3,300, which will be paid for by each of the bond issue funds needing the 
disclosure submitted. 
 
Item D  Resolution 2015-07, Setting Meeting Time for 2015 Council Meetings 
Attached is Resolution 2015-07, which proposes to change the start time of City Council 
Meetings from 7:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 
 
Item E  Resolution 2015-08, Setting Meeting Date for Standing Work Meeting 
Attached is Resolution 2015-08, which establishes a Standing Work Meeting for City 
Council for the 4th Wednesday of the month.  
 
Item F  Accept Resignation of Fire Fighter 
 
Item G  Approve as an Active Firefighter 
 
Item H  Spring Recycle Day 
Saturday, April 25, 2015, from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. is proposed as the date and time for the 
Spring Recycle Day at the Ice Arena parking lots. Saturday, May 3, from 8 a.m. to noon is 
proposed as the date and time for the Coon Lake Beach Cleanup Day. These dates do not 
conflict with Easter or Mother’s Day. 
 
Item I Resolution 2015-09, Approving the Classification and Public Sale of Tax 

Forfeited Land 
Resolution 2015-09 approves the classification of non-conservation and public sale of the 
tax forfeited properties 36-33-23-24-0259 (Coon Lake Beach) and 20-33-23-31-0001 
(Unplatted) by Anoka County.  Staff has reviewed the property information and is 
recommending approval of the classification and public sale. 
 
Item J   Supplemental Payment Summary 
 
Mundle, “I’ll make a motion to approve the Consent Agenda but I’d like to pull Items 
F and G for discussion.”  Voss, “I’d like to pull B as well.  If that’s fine with your 
motion?”  Mundle, “Yes.”  Voss, “Any others?  Is there a second to that motion?”  
Harrington, “I’ll second minus B, F, and G.”  Voss, “Any discussion?  All in favor?”  All 
in favor.  Voss, “Opposed?” Motion passes unanimously.  
 

Item 7.0B 
January 7, 
2015 Council 
Meeting 
Minutes 

Voss, “We can put this up for a vote right away.  I’m going to put in, talk about Council 
items, but I need a motion to approve the meeting minutes separately.  Is anyone willing to 
make that motion?” 
 
Ronning, “I move to approve the minutes, separate of the Consent Agenda.”  Voss, “Is 
there a second?”  Koller, “I’ll second.”  Voss, “Any discussion?  All in favor say aye.”  All 
in favor.  Voss, “Opposed?  Hearing none, motion passes.”  Harrington, Koller, Mundle, 
Ronning-Aye; Voss-Abstain, motion passes. 
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It was noted that Eric Andersen has submitted his resignation as Fire Fighter with the City 
of East Bethel.  Eric is not able, at this time, to dedicate the time and effort needed to be 
part of the Fire Department.  Eric has been a great asset to the City of East Bethel, the East 
Bethel Fire Department and our community.  
 
It was noted that Fire Fighter Ben Uden has completed his one-year probation and has met 
all qualifications required by the Department. The Fire Chief recommends that this Fire 
Fighter be appointed an active Fire Fighter Status as of January 1, 2015. 
 
Mundle, “I will make a motion to approve Item F and G for discussion.”  Ronning, 
“Second.”   
 
Mundle, “For Item F, Accepting the Resignation of Fire Fighter, I would just like to thank 
Eric Andersen for his service.  I’m sorry to see him go but whatever time he’d be able to 
come back to service, I think that would be great for the City.  For Item G, I would like to 
congratulate Ben Uden for completing his one-year probation and to be appointed as an 
active fire fighter.  That’s all the discussion I have. 
 
Voss, “So we have a motion and it’s been seconded.  Any other discussion?”  Ronning, 
“Did you move F or both?”  Mundle, “Both.”  Voss, “All in favor say aye?”  All in favor.  
Voss, “Opposed?  That motion passes.” Motion passes unanimously.  
 

8.0 
New Business 

Commission, Association and Task Force Reports 

8.0A 
Planning 
Commission 

None. 
 

8.0B 
Economic 
Development 
Authority 

None. 

8.0C 
Park 
Commission  

None. 

8.0D 
Road 
Commission  

None. 
 

9.0 
Department 
Reports  
9.0A 
Community 
Development 

None. 
 

9.0B 
Engineer 
9.0B.1 
Nordin Estates 
Drainage 
Project 

Davis presented the staff report, indicating the Nordin Estates development was constructed 
in 1972.  Lots 13 and 14, Block 4, have experienced ponding and flooding concerns since 
their homes were constructed in 1980. With the recent high water levels from heavy spring 
rains in 2014, the issue has resurfaced. The Public Works Department pumped water for 
four days this spring and summer to alleviate the problem. However, pumping is only a 
temporary solution and does not remediate any flooding damages caused to the properties. 
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The design of the drainage system for this area does not allow for storm water to discharge 
to outlets until it has reached a level where it is over the elevation of the drain fields and 
encroaches on basement perimeters.  The construction met City design standards at that 
time but would not meet current engineering standards.  There are 23 properties having 
some varying degree of benefit or contribution to the issue of the project. 
 
The residents of the Nordin Estates development have appeared before numerous Road 
Commissions and City Councils over the past 35 years trying to find a solution to the 
problem.  The East Bethel Roads Commission has discussed this agenda item at its last 
three meetings.  They have looked at different options for removing the excess storm water 
and providing a stable high water mark.  The option the City Engineer, staff, and Road 
Commission have recommended included placing a 12-inch storm sewer pipe from the low 
area and connecting into the existing stormwater system located a block to the north, which 
is Attachment 1 in your packet. Two different costs estimates were developed based on 
open cutting the trench for the pipe or directional drilling the pipe in place.  
 
The project, if approved, would be bid as open cut with directional drilling as an alternative. 
Project costs are estimated to range from $56,000 to $66,000. 
 
This is a unique situation due to our interpretation of an error of omission by the City 
Engineer that reviewed and recommended the plat for approval in 1972.  That engineering 
firm of record is no longer in business. 
 
The Road Commission recommends funding the project with the Street Capital Funds if the 
easements for the storm water pipe are donated by the property owners.  Other funding 
options were considered, including assessing the project to the benefitting property owners 
or a combination of the two.  Funds are available from this source, the Street Capital Fund, 
without jeopardizing future road improvement schedules should the project be approved. 
 
Davis, “At this time, they’d ask for this and have some diagrams that will further illustrate 
the extent of the problem and be able to answer any other questions you may have. 
 
Ayshford, “Good evening Mr. Mayor, Councilmembers.  Our Department became aware of 
this problem this spring with the heavy rains that we had.  We had some calls that there was 
some flooding taking place.  This is the Nordin Estates development.  The blue shaded area 
here is where the water level was at this spring when we were called out.  The development 
is set up so that, basically this whole area here and this whole area here drain down to this 
low point.  When the development was originally put in, there was some discussion about 
having the stormwater empty from this area south.  This is the Ham Lake border right here, 
into Ham Lake and into this area here which drains into Coon Creek Watershed District. 
 
The problem that we found after we got out on the site is that this area through here is about 
three to five feet higher than all of this.  So, our biggest concern was that if the rains 
continued, this water would have kept going up.  There’s nowhere for it to go.  We set up a 
pump back here and pumped the water out to the street.  The yellow lines you see are the 
existing stormwater pipes.  There’s a culvert here that connects these two equalization 
points.  And, we pumped down to this road, which drains downhill to these two catch basins 
here where it drains back into the same water system.  Craig and I went out and took a look 
at it and Craig’s had his staff out there to do some elevation shots and determined that 
probably the most cost feasible option would be to install a stormwater pipe from this point 
into the road, tie it into the existing stormwater drain.  I think there’s a few residents here 
too that maybe have some more input.  But in all these areas, again, the water got really 
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close to the house here, here, back here.  There’s a walkout basement here.  The drain fields 
were covered in a lot of these as well.” 
 
Davis, “If you’ll look in your minutes too, you’ll see that this has been a recurring problem 
and also one that’s been presented to previous Councils and Roads Commissions.  As Nate 
said, the problem is in that lower area just south of 181st Lane, which is the discharge point 
to receive all the stormwater runoff.  It’s not sufficient capacity to hold the water and drain.  
It’s more of an equalization pond with those other areas.  Then that area between there and 
the darker blue that you see in the lower right-hand portion of your screen, there’s a ridge 
there that prevents that water from draining.  That’s where we believe that the previous City 
Engineer did not take that into account.  There was only a drainage easement indicated on 
one side of the property between 181st Lane and the Ham Lake border and it went no 
farther.  So, unfortunately, that was approved back in the 70s and this isn’t the first time this 
past spring that we’ve had drainage issues there.” 
 
Ronning, “In the information we have, I noticed that the catch basin you’re sending to is an 
elevation of 907.7 feet.  And, what you’re trying to evacuate looks like about 908.20?  
That’s hard to move.”  Ayshford, “It’s not a long fall right there.  This whole area, there’s 
not a lot of fall to work with.”   
 
Ronning, “Is it going to work?  Craig, you going to make it work?”  Voss, “Current 
Engineer, is it going to work?”  Jochum, “Yeah, we’ve actually set that flared end up there 
at 909.  It would be more of a relief for this area, not necessarily, all the storms, but it would 
eliminate any need for pumping.  It would eliminate the concerns for flooding houses and 
drain fields.  The ground in that area is about a 909.  There is a low area between the two 
lots there, around the 908.  We’d keep that low so this still would hold a little water, 
infiltrate water, before it got too high.  And, we would ask for drainage and utility 
easements over that low area.  Again, that would see some water there but nothing that 
would damage anything.  I don’t think it’s so much about a large volume thing as it just 
needs somewhere to go out when it starts raining.  All that would be very slowly like you 
indicate with a flat pipe.” 
 
Ronning, “What’s the snow runoff like for them?  Do you know?”  Ayshford, “I mean you 
could probably speak to, if you want to talk to some of the residents that are here, but they 
haven’t had too much of an issue.  There is some capacity to hold water on this side.  What 
happens when you get the heavy rains and when the ground is frozen, is when we have the 
issue.” 
 
Voss, “Where your cursor is, that’s a current over…”  Ayshford, “This is a current, yeah, 
it’s basically a flat equalization pipe. So, when we pumped this spring, we set the pump up 
here but when we actually pumped, all this water went down with it.”  Jochum, “I think 
what was overlooked was that pipe does drain south.  But they didn’t look far enough.  It 
drains some but doesn’t go anywhere.”  Ayshford, “There’s some capacity in here for just 
some average rainfall storage.  The easement we have is on this property here, ten foot, and 
it stops at the Ham Lake border.”   
 
Voss, “So if this was to occur, our current stormwater conveyance system would be able to 
handle this excess volume?”  Jochum, “Yes, and that’s also why we want to keep some 
storage on them properties and not completely drain them.”  Ayshford, “When we pumped 
this spring, we emptied this whole basin in about three and a half days.  We took markings 
on this pond back here to see if we were going to affect it at all and it actually went down at 
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the same time because it was kind of a dry spell too.  So, it didn’t have any real impact on it 
that time.” 
 
Voss, “To ask the obvious, we’re certain that the mistakes were made by the engineers back 
in the 70s?  It’s asserted here but we’re all in agreement that this shouldn’t have been done 
this way.  Right?”  Davis, “I think from staff’s standpoint, we’re definitely in that 
agreement.”  Voss, “So, it was the City’s contractor so it’s a City responsibility.”  Davis, 
“That’s the way we look at it.” 
 
Ronning, “I was at that Road Commission meeting and those are some discouraging stories, 
those people were dealing with.  And, they’ve been fighting it forever, it sounded like.  
Hopefully this would fix it.  Well, it must have if you…you were able to drain that and the 
water from the south end went to the…” Ayshford, “Yeah, when we pumped, there’s still 
some water that stays in this kind of low depression here.  We’d kind of like to clean this 
out a little bit better too so it goes in there on a small rain event.  We were able to drain this 
whole thing in about, like I said, three and a half days of straight pumping.” 
 
Harrington, “So, it wouldn’t make any sense to take that culvert out of there?  Just leave it 
and there’s nothing…?”  Ayshford, “This one here?”  Harrington, “Yeah.”  Ayshford, “No.  
We’ll have to leave that there.  Otherwise, this would be cut off.  Water drains out of both 
sides of the crown here so some of it goes on this side and some of it goes on this side as it 
comes around the corner.  There’s drains on either side of the road right in here.” 
 
Davis, “When you say that culvert’s flat Nate, it does accept some of the drainage to the 
north though and discharges it into that low area.  Is that correct?”  Ayshford, “This area’s 
lower over here.  So, I think there’s, it’s on one of those sheets.”  Jochum, “It’s a positive 
grade to the south.  Just a slight drop this way.”  
 
Ronning, “Positive drain to where?”  Jochum, “From north to south the culvert drains.”  
Ayshford, “It’s just when the water gets too high it drains backwards.” 
 
Voss, “Craig, you talked about, it’s on a drawing we have in the packet, about acquiring 
drainage easements through there for those affected property owners.  Have we had 
discussions and are they willing to provide those drainage easements?”  Jochum, “Yeah, 
some of them are here if they want to speak but I’ve talked to, these three parcels that seem 
to be in favor of the easement.  I haven’t had any discussions with the person in the 
southwest corner.”  Voss, “Okay.  If you can state your name and address.” 
 
Mark Sauer, “I live at 2647 181st Lane NE.”  Voss, “Which property is that?”  Sauer, “Right 
there.”  Voss, “Okay, thanks.”  Sauer, “I guess I’ve lived there since ‘89 and we’ve been 
dealing with this every spring.  I think I’ve called a couple times and I was told if it gets 
really bad, they’d pump it out.  That was very gracious of them, that it got pumped out.  
Flooding in my basement, I’ve had to tear out all the carpet and threw a bunch of things 
away.  But every spring when the snow melts and everything, we get water pretty much 
running along the property line here, it sits in here, and collects in this back corner, which 
doesn’t really bother me a whole lot, you know if it just stays there and doesn’t come in my 
basement.  I’d be more than willing to give you guys an easement on my property because 
it’s unbuildable there anyhow.  Pretty much from talking with Nate and Craig, the elevation 
is pretty much, they wouldn’t have to do a whole lot of grading or anything.  If you have 
problems, you know, with some of my neighbors, like next door, you can push my side a 
little bit or however it is easiest for you guys.  Because, they have a bunch of trees.  I have a 
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couple if they need to be taken down you can just cut them down or grade around them.  Do 
what you’ve got to do.” 
 
Ronning, “How does this affect your septic if it’s getting in the basement?”  Sauer, 
“Fortunately I have a mound system and I know before I bought my house, they had just a 
drain field.  My house has been flooded, you know, before.  I noticed they put a check valve 
in my floor drain and then when I purchased the house they escrowed in the drain field, or 
the mound system.  So, I don’t have any problems with that but I know a couple of my 
neighbors have had outhouses put in their yard.  One has a mound system now so I think 
that’s helping him out.  But, I know there’s been flooding in at least three of our houses.” 
 
Harrington, “Did one of the houses put drain tile all around their house?  Is that you?”  
Sauer, “Yeah, that was me.  This summer I spent digging all the way around my house.  I 
tarred the brick and put a waterproof membrane up and drain tiles.” 
 
Voss, “Are your water problems at your home due strictly to the spring flooding?  Or, do 
you have it year round?”  Sauer, “Yeah, right.  Yup.  This was the first time that, you know, 
we’ve had that in my basement since I’ve lived there.  When I was tearing stuff up, it 
looked like, you know I’ve had some moisture coming in previous years when it’s gotten 
higher.  When I started digging, the water level was over the top of my foundation.”  Voss, 
“All right.  Thank you.” 
 
Harrington, “I’ve got a question for Nate.  Nate, if this goes through, the maintenance, is the 
City going to be taking care of that?  Or, if we get all the easements will we…”  Ayshford, 
“If this goes through, this would be a City-owned easement pipe.  Maintenance would fall 
on us.  I wanted to say, too, that the people who are not here, the Conwells are in Arizona.  I 
spoke to them on the phone and they were agreeable to what we’ve proposed as well.” 
 
Voss, “So it sounds like all four abutting properties, or was it just three?  It was three that 
Craig talked about.”  Jochum, “I talked with three of them.  There’s two here and then two 
here.” 
 
Harrington, “That one gentleman, he’s going to have trees removed, isn’t he?  Where that 
red line goes to the south, isn’t there going to have to be some trees come out of there?”  
Ayshford, “It depends on what option we go with.  There are some trees in there.” 
 
Paul Haben, Lot 2 in Nordin Estates, “This should help cure our problem.  I’m concerned 
about what it’s going to do to these trees on my property.  There’s 13-14 trees in this zone 
on my property.  In that corner are pine trees.  There’s five trees, 50-feet tall.  They’re 
bunched in a little bit there but I’m willing, everything from the street to that corner where 
those pine trees are is fine with me.  There’s some trees in there that can easily be taken out.  
No loss to me.  This would definitely clean things up here.  My first question is.  Why are 
we draining through a neighborhood?  But, obviously, this was done in ’72 and there’s not a 
whole lot we can do to fix this, apparently.  We have to somehow get it between the houses 
here.  But, if we can avoid that corner and get around those trees, there’s some in there that 
are 20 inches in diameter.  It would be a real shame to lose them.  If they can figure out a 
way to get around them, I’m all for it.  And, whether or not a future garage variance over 
this easement is an issue, I’d like to put a garage back there some day like some of the other 
neighbors.  If this easement’s going to hinder, or if I need a variance to put a garage up, if 
we can work with that, I’m in for that too.  At one point, I suggested to Craig, we spoke 
earlier, if it would be easier to go kitty-corner across that property to avoid those pine trees.  
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But, I believe you can’t build a garage over that pipe.”   
 
Voss, “You couldn’t build anything over that easement.”  Haben, “Right, exactly.  So, I’d 
be willing to work that way but, obviously, that would mess up my garage plans for in the 
future.  Whether the guy to the east of me would let us go a little farther to avoid getting 
into those pine trees, I realize they’re going to have to dig deep enough to put in a 12-inch 
pipe.”  Jochum, “The pipe doesn’t go quite to the trees so there would just be an open 
channel.” 
 
Haben, “We could likely work something around that corner. If you guys can work around 
those trees, I’m in.”  Voss, “So, this is doable without losing those bigger trees on those lot 
lines?”  Jochum, “We’d have to look at it a little closer but I believe so, yes.” 
 
Haben, “The rest of the trees on my easement portion of it, are expendable.  I’m just 
concerned about that corner.  With the years I’ve been there, since ‘96, I’ve put them in and 
to see those go, 50-60 feet, it’s a shame to see them go.  There’s also, up by the house, 
there’s some driveway rock and a three-foot drop of retaining wall, which I’m told can be 
redone if they need to take that out.” 
 
Voss, “Craig is this, I know we don’t have all the details here, we had two cost estimates in 
front of us: directional drill and open cut.  With the directional drill, you weren’t talking the 
entire easement would be directionally drilled, right?”  Jochum, “Just the pipe between the 
homes.  But, after discussion with Paul and his neighbor, it sounds like all the trees are 
dead.  They’d actually prefer them gone between the houses.  So, they’re leaning towards 
an open cut type of construction anyways.” 
 
Voss, “Which means we don’t have a pipe.”  Jochum, “We’d have a pipe.  Open cut 
meaning open cutting instead of directional drilling the pipe, which is cheaper for the City 
and alleviates some dead trees for the residents so it’s kind of a win-win, hopefully.” 
 
Harrington, “And, we do have enough money in the Street Capital Fund if this goes 
through?  I don’t have a problem if they give the easements, to take it out of the Street 
Capital Fund.”  Davis, “No, we have ample funds to cover that and not jeopardize any of 
the projects that we have programmed out for the next five years.” 
 
Harrington, “Like you said before, this is a unique situation.  I want everybody to know 
that.  I don’t want somebody to come and say, ‘Well, you did this for them.’”  Davis, “It 
certainly is a problem that was not created by the residents or anything that was an 
oversight on their part.  So, therefore, we think it’s a very special situation and one that 
deserves the consideration of Council on this matter.  It’s one that is the exception rather 
than the rule.” 
 
Voss, “In terms of obtaining easements, those are all costs that would be City borne?  
They’re not passed on to residents?”  Jochum, “Correct.  And, they are in the estimates and 
a 25% contingency in overhead.”  Voss, “Right.” 
 
Davis, “One of the things that Mark and I discussed too is that a condition of the easements 
would probably be to release the City from any obligations or liabilities as a result of the 
problem.  We’re doing what we can to address it and would request that be included in 
those and maybe recorded with the property.” Voss, “So then we’d have agreements with 
the property owners then?  Individual agreements?”  Vierling, “We’d make that part of the 
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easement document.  Especially when we go into existing neighborhoods on these types of 
projects.  We prefer to have a past and present waiver of release of all claims.  Obviously, 
residents know we’re coming into a congested area and whatever happens, happens.  If we 
lose some trees, we lose some trees, and that type of thing.” 
 
Voss, “Okay.  For the benefit of the residents who are here.  Has that been discussed with 
them yet, at this point?  Or not?”  Davis, “No.”  Voss, “Okay, can you just make a quick 60-
second presentation of what that means to them so they understand?”  Davis, “What we 
would do in the request for the easement donation, we would also request that you sign a 
waiver of release of any liabilities for the City for any damage to your trees.  Or, let’s say 
we had a 500-year storm, something that’s totally out of our control, that even this system 
wouldn’t handle.  This system is designed to accommodate current conditions or probably, 
what would you say the storm event would be Craig?  20 year storm?”  Jochum, “Yeah, 
probably between a 10 and a 50-year storm.” 
 
Davis, “So it’s designed to accommodate most storm events but in the event that there’s a 
storm event of a greater proportion than that, then we would be released from any liability 
from any flooding that may occur.  This should solve most if not all of your problems.” 
 
Mundle, “And so by signing those, the City would not be at fault for…”  Vierling, “They 
would be releasing all claims against the City relative to past or present liabilities and would 
be acknowledging that this is a remedial measure that the City is putting in and there is no 
guarantee that this is an absolute solution to all stormwater problems in your area.” 
 
Ronning, “Craig, would it be reasonable to suggest or say that the only other way to do that 
is to raise every piece of property there?”  Jochum, “Correct.  The water would still be 
there.  It would just be out of the water.”  
 
Davis, “One thing we forget to mention, too, with the sanding water is the increased 
mosquito problem.  The other option that we looked at was to go to the south.  But, we felt 
it would be very difficult to obtain easements to go in that direction.”  Jochum, “Not only 
that but we’d be in Ham Lake then so we’d have that whole new layer.”  Davis, “Right and 
we’d also be in a different Watershed District too.  It just created a whole new set of 
problems and costs and things that may be very difficult to even get done administratively.” 
 
Voss, “It’s this City’s issue and to the extent we can address it ourselves, I think it’s better 
served.  Any other discussion?  What kind of direction are you looking for Jack?”  Davis, 
“We’re looking to have you consider approving the project and giving us authorization to 
bid it.”  Voss, “I’ll entertain such a motion.” 
 
Koller, “I’ll make the motion to allow them to start biding on the project and go 
through with it and get it done.”  Ronning, “Second.”  Voss, “Is there any other 
discussion?  Approximate timing Craig?”  
 
Jochum, “Plan process is pretty easy for this.  It would be more getting the easements 
prepared and signed, I suppose.  Six weeks Mr. Vierling?”  Vierling, “Those probably 
wouldn’t be that bad to get done.  I image we need to do just a little title work on the 
properties, make sure we have ownership and such lined up.  Usually what takes more time 
on these types of matters is if the properties are encumbered by mortgages.  We need to get 
a subordination from the mortgage lenders.  That usually takes a little bit longer.  But, I 
suspect it will be somewhere between three and eight weeks on this.” 
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Voss, “So, we’re looking at potential summer construction in 2015.”  Jochum, “Yes, I’d 
think we’d definitely want to bid it, probably, in March.  Even if we don’t have the 
easements signed we usually have a 60-day clause in the contract that we either got to 
award in 60 days or abandon the bid.”  Vierling, “I think we’d probably have all the 
easements in place.  We just may not have all the mortgage lenders lined up.” 
 
Davis, “And, this is with the consideration that the easements will be donated.  Is that 
correct?”  Voss, “What Jack was suggesting is that the City is not going to pay for 
easements.  Just want acknowledgement.  Okay, so you’d be looking at one more spring.  
Hopefully the last one.  Any other discussion?  All in favor say aye?”  All in favor.  Voss, 
“Any opposed?  That motion passes.” Motion passes unanimously.   Voss, “Thanks for 
being tenacious.” 
 

9.0C 
City Attorney 

None. 

9.0D 
Finance 

None. 

9.0E 
Public Works 
9.0E.1 
2015 JPA 
Projects 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Davis presented the staff report, indicating the cities of Coon Rapids, Andover, Anoka, 
Brooklyn Center, Columbia Heights, Ham Lake, Mahtomedi, and Fridley entered into a 
Joint Powers Agreement (JPA) on February 1, 2005, for the purpose of collective bidding 
certain street maintenance services. The North Metro Street Maintenance Program JPA 
allows smaller cities to achieve more economies of scale in the bidding process and 
potentially achieve lower bids from contractors for crack sealing, seal coating, striping and 
other street maintenance services. The City East Bethel joined this group in February, 2008.   
 
The City of Coon Rapids is the lead agency by the agreement for this group.  As the lead 
agency, they draft the specifications, solicit bids and provide the necessary documents for 
member cities to sign to participate in the program.  The agreement is structured such that it 
permits each member city to accept or reject the bids for their portion of the proposed 
contract. Each city will pay the contractor directly for their share of the work and contracts 
will be awarded separately for the various items. 
 
The City of East Bethel has realized savings of up to 20% over previous costs for these 
services through participation in the JPA Street Maintenance Program.   
 
The following projects are recommended to be bid as part of the 2015 JPA Street 
Maintenance Program.  These projects have been identified in the 2015-2019 Street Capital 
Improvement Plan (CIP) by the Roads Commission and approved by City Council on June 
18, 2014.  

 
1.  Seal coat 50,000 square yards of City streets; 
2.  Crack-seal 100,000 linear feet of City streets; and, 
3.  125,000 linear feet. 
 
The estimated budget for seal coating, crack sealing and striping the above listed streets is 
$235,000.  These projects will be funded from the Street Capital Fund identified in the 
2015-2019 Capital Improvement Plan and the 2015 Street Maintenance Budget. 
 
Staff recommends consideration of the proposed City projects for bidding as part of 2015 
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North Metro Street Maintenance JPA Program.  Bids for the work will be presented to City 
Council for final approval at the March 18, 2015, meeting.  Staff is seeking approvals to 
submit these quantities to be bid as part of this project. 
 
Voss, “Is there a motion to this effect?”  Mundle, “I make a motion to approve the listed 
projects to be bid as part of the 2015 North Metro Street JPA.”  Harrington, “I’ll 
second.”  Voss, “Is there any discussion?” 
 
Voss, “I just have a question and it’s one for Nate, maybe.  The chipseal, we’re using the 
same chipseal we’ve been using for the past couple of years?”  Ayshford, “Two years ago 
we switched to the FA8 to trap rock.”  Voss, “That’s real angular?”  Ayshford, “Yeah, real 
triangular.”  Voss, “We’re staying with that?”  Ayshford, “Yes.” 
 
Voss, “I had one of the first streets and we’re still kicking up rocks on that.”  Ayshford, 
“Yeah, it’s a problem with…”  Voss, “Every neighbor’s got them in their driveway.”   
Ayshford, “Yeah.”  Voss, “Is that a problem other cities are seeing too?”  Ayshford, “It’s a 
problem with that type of seal, yeah.”  Voss, “If it’s such a problem, why are we still using 
that?”  Ayshford, “Well, it works better than the other ones.”  Voss, “In terms of?”  
Ayshford, “The longevity, how it embeds into the asphalt.”  Voss, “But it’s still coming out 
of the asphalt two-and-a-half years later.”  Ayshford, “Some cities have gone to a polymer 
modified oil, which sets up harder.  But, it’s a lot more expensive.  We looked at doing that 
too but with our budget, we’ve kind of tried to keep the cost down.  Our plows will peel 
them up pretty much no matter what it is, with our down pressure on our bellyblades.”  
Voss, “I’m not talking about winter.  I’m talking about summer.  As soon as it gets above 
40 degrees those chips are coming out of the road.  And, if they are coming out of the road, 
aren’t we losing chips on the coating?  I know it’s a small amount.”  Ayshford, “It’s a small 
portion.  A lot of what we’re trying to save is the oil.  The chips act as a, they add friction 
and another surface to the road but the oil is what seals into the pavement.  The reason we 
do the chipseal is that over time, the asphalt comes out of the roads.  You start to get the 
exposed aggregate all over.  That’s when the road starts to deteriorate and you get cracks 
and potholes forming.  Yeah, we understand the chips are a pain.  We try and sweep them a 
couple times a year too.” 
 
Davis, “Is this a complaint we’ve received before?”  Ayshford, “We typically get it the year 
the chips go down, throughout that season.”  Voss, “Our first year was incredible how much 
was…”  Ayshford, “And that’s, every City deals with that too.”  Voss, “I’m on the lake and 
there’s a catch basin right there.  It’s going right down the catch basins too, which I assume 
gets to be a maintenance issue eventually.”  Ayshford, “Yeah.”  Voss, “But dragging it into 
the driveways is just very annoying.” 
 
Davis, “When we’ve done the fog or the double seal, has that been less of an issue?”  
Ayshford, “We’ve done the fog seal on Bataan and Sandy Drive and that helps seal it in, 
seal the chips in a lot better.  It’s more expensive and when we do that, the traffic has to 
stay off it longer.  It’s a little bit more difficult for the application.  The nice thing that cities 
use the chipseal for, is you can drive on it right away.  When you do your driveway with a 
sealcoat, you have to stay off it for a couple days.  They do make a material you put on the 
roads for that but it’s not practical because nobody can drive on the road.” 
 
Voss, “That’s the only thing I had.  Any discussion?  All in favor say aye?”  All in favor.  
Voss, “Any opposed?  That motion passes.” Motion passes unanimously.  
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Fire Chief DuCharme, “Welcome Mr. Mayor and the Council.  The report is for the end of 
2014 for December.  In December, we had 41 calls.  We did have a major house five over 
on the west side, which the house was a total loss.  Our deputy spoke of it a little bit.  That 
fire is still under investigation.  We’re working with the insurance company.  We estimated 
our total loss, incidentally, for all of 2014, was $1,105,000.  That would be buildings and 
contents.  As Council knows, we had three major fires from November on.   
 
Also in December of 2014, of those 41 calls that answered, 33 of those were for medical 
related.  Of those 33 medical-related calls, 27 were transported by ambulance to health care 
facilities. 
 
If I could, I’ve got a real quick snapshot of 2014.  We’re still compiling our final report so 
even our fire loss could deviate up or down a little bit as we get our final numbers in.  We 
finished the year with 499 calls.  If you were to compare that to the past few years, in 2013 
there were 533 calls; 2012 there were 508 calls; 2011 there were 521 calls; 2010 there were 
545 calls.  We answer about 57% of our calls, we answer as EMS calls or medical calls.  
That’s been pretty standard for many, many years.  Our true fire calls, when you look at all 
of 2014, are really 7% of our total call volume.  As you can see, the fire service is much 
more involved than just fires.  We do, obviously, handle rescue calls along with our fire 
calls. 
 
Vehicle accidents for 2014 were 24.  That’s pretty steady throughout the past six, seven 
years.  I do up a sheet that I post here and there as far as what the Fire Department answers.  
As you can see, these are just average numbers.  Of 499 calls, that would mean every 17.56 
hours we’re running a call.  With our fire loss of $1,105,000, every hour then within a year, 
is really equivalent to $126 in fire loss through 2014.  Every 26.31 hours, so almost once a 
day, we’re sending one of our citizens or one of our visitors to our City, we’re sending them 
to the hospital either for a medical condition or an accident, or something like that.  Every 
eight days, 8.3 days, we do have a car crash within the City.   
 
Looking at our fire loss for 2014, as I said it was $1,105,926, and that could change up or 
down as we get final figures in from insurance companies.  $662,500 of that was property 
damage.  $443,353 was what we call content loss.  Those are things that were burnt up in a 
fire or were no longer usable.   
 
In February, we’ll have the full report for you and it will be part of your Council package.  
In that report, if you remember from past years, it is more comprehensive and we can start 
zeroing in where the majority of our calls have been.  Any questions?” 
 
Harrington, “I’ve got a question for you Mark.  This doesn’t have to do with this but there’s 
been a couple articles in the paper last week, these oil disasters from trains.  I know we’ve 
got a little bit of track in the northwest corner of East Bethel, but they’re saying most Fire 
Departments and first responders are not very adequately trained.  Do our guys get any kind 
of training on it?  Or, are there things coming forward?”  DuCharme, “We’ve got some 
things coming forward.  That article’s actually 100% correct.  To deal with that size of 
disaster, especially when they talk about the North Dakota blow, explosion, and things like 
that.  It requires a lot of resources.  When we’re talking about resources, we’re talking about 
personnel and we’re talking about equipment and apparatus.  It takes a lot of it.  We’re luck 
in Anoka County, Tim, because in Anoka County we seem to have a lot of cooperation 
between the Fire Departments.  We have a lot of communication, networking so to speak, 
back and forth with the Fire Departments.  So, it’s somewhat easier when we have these 
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large scenes as far as functioning.  But, I cannot stand here and tell you that we have 
expertly trained personnel for that type of disaster.  Hopefully a year from now, or even a 
couple months from now, we can get some of that training ‘under our belts’ and be 
comfortable with it.”  Harrington, “Okay.  I see Burlington Northern offer some training.”  
DuCharme, “Right, right.  It just hasn’t made it this far yet.”  Harrington, “Okay, thank 
you.” 
 
Voss, “Mark, you talk about the total property loss for last year.  How’s that compare with 
previous years?”  DuCharme, “We are up this year and it’s really the month of November 
and December where we had, within 30 days, three major fires in total losses.  Our fire loss 
has been averaging about $600,000 to $700,000 throughout the past seven, eight years.  So 
we are, what, 30% higher this year.  That’s because of that.  We keep trying to get the 
message out to our residents that if you’re using these heating lamps, be careful because 
heating lamps will tip over, they’ll catch things on fire.  A couple of those did some 
amazing damage.” 
 
DuCharme, “I have one other thing to report.  The Council approved the East Bethel 
belonging to the Anoka County Fire Protection Council Joint Powers Agreement (JPA).   
One of the stipulations was that you wanted at least a monthly report.  We are early, the 
JPA is early in organization right now.  A week from this past Monday, ten days ago, we 
did have the Fire Chiefs get together for an organizational meeting.  The plan is that January 
29th will be our first annual meeting.  At that time, we’ll talk about our budgets not only for 
2015 but also 2016.  That will be not only Fire Chiefs at that meeting, there’ll also be our 
elected officials and our representative that has been appointed to that Board.  So, that will 
be our first meeting.  I’m waiting for information from the Executive Committee of the 
Joint Powers Agreement as far as agendas and things like that.  Hopefully that will make it 
here in the next couple of days.” 
 
Ronning, “Is this Executive Committee you mentioned, is there formulation of that taking 
place yet?”  DuCharme, “The Executive Committee is kind of a put together committee to 
at least direct the first annual meeting.  I believe after that first annual meeting then it will 
be much more formal.  It is a little bit awkward now being that we’re just at the start up.” 
 
Voss, “Any other questions for Mark?”  DuCharme, “Okay, thank you.  Happy New Year.” 
 

9.0G 
City 
Administrator 
9.0G.1 
Set Date for 
Spring Town 
Hall Meeting 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Davis presented the staff report, indicating the Spring Town Hall Meeting has been held 
since 2005. The meeting is generally held in April and is designed to be scheduled on a date 
that doesn’t conflict with any other municipal or School District meetings.  Staff has 
reviewed and found there to be no conflicts with the evening meeting schedules for ISD #15 
or ISD #831 in April. 
 
With the exception of April 1, April 8, April 14, April 15, April 16, April 20, April 22, and 
April 28, the remainder of the calendar for April is open.  
 
In the past, the Question and Answer/Public Forum presentation in Council Chambers has 
focused primarily by citizen questions for City Council.  While the number of participants 
for this part of the program has declined since 2010, it still presents a valuable opportunity 
for residents to express concerns and present questions to City Council. As part of the 
program, it is also recommended that City Council Members present information relative to 
their Committee/Commission Liaison assignments or other topics of interest. 
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We need to set the date for this meeting so we can place the notice in our Spring Newsletter. 
The newsletter will be sent to the printer on or before February 20, 2015, and be distributed 
to City residents by the first week of March.  
 
From a scheduling standpoint, Tuesday April 21st or Thursday, April 23rd would be the 
preferable date with Tuesday, April 7th or Thursday, April 9th as alternate considerations.  
Staff is requesting that City Council set a date in April for the Spring Town Hall Meeting. 
 
Voss, “I’d like to throw out, I don’t know if we want to discuss it much tonight at all.  I 
know it was discussed years ago.  I’m not sure it’s been discussed the past two years, but 
we have Town Hall Meetings twice a year and with declining attendance, the question I 
think we need to ask is, ‘Should we go to once a year rather than doing this twice a year?’  
If that’s the direction we want to take, is then what time of year to do that.”  Davis, “We had 
that discussion in the past and even it was on the agenda write up for last year to consider an 
annual Town Hall Meeting versus a Spring and a Fall.  At the time, there was no decision.  
It was felt that it was best left and if there was a need not to have the Fall Town Hall 
Meeting, we wouldn’t schedule it.  So in August of last year, we brought this up and 
decided to have the Fall Town Hall Meeting.  We could gauge the interest at that point and 
see if there’s anything that really needs to be addressed, or base it on there, or just schedule 
one now and see how that goes.  I think Spring is the most appropriate time because that 
does give us an opportunity to present construction schedules, talk over road projects with 
people, and they’re more aware of what’s going on.  That’s a good opportunity to get that 
information out.” 
 
Ronning, “The last Town Hall Meeting was an exception, I hope.  We were about the only 
ones there.”  Voss, “Was it eight residents that they counted?”  Ronning, “Yeah, for 
whatever reason football game, whatever there might have been.  But what we have to 
consider is that we’re supposed to make ourselves available for people to, that’s an 
opportunity for people to, no microphone, whatever, ‘bend your ear.’” 
 
Davis, “The other thing that I’ve thought about too is the actual format that we use.  We 
have the open session in the Senior Center prior to convening Council and then having the 
more informal session here.  Is there really a reason to go back after this session into the 
Senior Center for more questions and answers?  Generally, it’s a small group that goes and 
there’s not the number that follow up after this part of the meeting.  Just another 
consideration maybe to even look at.” 
 
Voss, “Yeah, I’m not opposed to having it in the Spring and I guess I would tend to agree 
too that if we’re just to have one, to have it in the Spring.  I think what I’d like to add is that 
we should have a discussion, probably soon after the Spring Town Hall Meeting, about 
whether we continue to have it twice a year.  Obviously, I’d love to have a full room of 
residents here.  So you kind of asked a question of why we’re not getting the attendance we 
used to.  When we first started them, quite a few years ago, we gave a lot more means of 
communication now than we did back then so maybe that’s the reason.  I just want to throw 
it out.  So you’re looking for a date and a motion on that date?”  Davis, “Correct.” 
 
Voss, “I’ll entertain a motion.”  Koller, “I’ll make a motion to pick April 23rd as a day 
for the Town Hall Meeting.”  Mundle, “I’ll second.” Voss, “Any discussion? All in favor 
say aye?”  All in favor.  Voss, “Opposed?  That motion passes.” Motion passes 
unanimously.  



January 21, 2015 East Bethel City Council Meeting        Page 21 of 23 
10.0 Other 
10.0A 
Staff Reports 

Davis, “For everyone that’s watching, please keep in mind that on March 4th, City Council 
meetings will start at 7 p.m.  Also, I don’t have the exact dates but check the City website, 
the reader board, and Channel 10.  There will be two more open skate periods.  One will be 
next week and one will be the following week at the first of February.  We had two the first 
of this month.  The first one we had two people show up, the second we had seven.  So, 
that’s encouraging.  We’ll just see if the attendance increases.  So we will have it one day 
next week.  I don’t have the date in front of me but it will be on the website, the reader 
board, and Channel 10, and one the following week.”   
 
Voss, “Anything else Jack?”  Davis, “That’s it.” 
 

10.0B  
Council  
Report – 
Member 
Mundle 

Mundle, “Not a whole lot.  Had a Booster Day meeting the other week and talked about 
setting a date for the Family Fun Day Fundraiser for Booster Day.  Discussing some time in 
March to have that at the East Bethel Ice Arena.  So, it would be a day where there’d be a 
bunch of inflatables and a bunch of other fun activities for the family to come and do and 
help raise some money for Booster Day.” 
 
Voss, “Is that date set?”  Mundle, “Not yet.  They’re discussing it and talk to Jack about it.”  
Voss, “All right.  Is that it?”  Mundle, “That’s it.” 
 

Council 
Member 
Koller 

Koller, “I attended the Upper Rum Watershed and the Sunrise River Watershed and as you 
heard, we hashed out the budgets for next year.  That’s about that.” 
 

Council       
Member 
Harrington 

Harrington, “The only thing I have is we have a Pet Clinic on the 21st at the Ice Arena.  So 
everybody knows, March 21st, 9 to noon.  That’s all I’ve got.” 
 
Ronning, “What’s that encompass?  Is there a cost?  What are the services?”  Harrington, 
“They have shots and the heart worm and everything.  The prices are real reasonable.  I 
think there’s flyers out front.”  Davis, “There is a charge for the vet services.  As Tim says, 
it’s very reasonable and residents that come to get a dog tag for the City are given that free 
if they show up that day and need a dog tag.” 
 
Voss, “And, it’s usually well attended.”  Davis, “It is well attended.  Actually, you go by 
there and you’ll see the line winding outside the building.”  Voss, “Yeah, long before it 
opens.” 
 

Council 
Member 
Ronning 

Ronning, “Last week, the Road Commission met and they went through the budget, as was 
discussed.  They went through the projects.  Everything, the projects for the sealcoat, 
whatever the resurface.  A nice bunch.  There’s a lot of talent in these groups that meet on 
these things.  There’s a lot of experience.  You just don’t know how much there is.  It’s nice 
to see the City so well represented.  We have a complaint once in a while about not being 
able to fill the seats but when they do, it sure seems like there’s some good workers in there. 
 
Ronning, “I asked for a Work Meeting to discuss Commissions, or a Commission.”  Voss, 
“I put that under Other, next.”  Ronning, “Oh, you said to ask…”  Voss, “Yeah, I meant to 
say ‘Other’ because I’m going to add to that too.”  Ronning, “Okay.” 
 

Mayor Voss Voss, “I don’t have much to add tonight.  It’s nice to see that we’re going down the path of 
making the stormwater corrections for Nordin Estates.  It’s been around for a very long time 
so it’s good that we can make some corrections there.  That’s all I have.” 
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Voss, “We have a Work Meeting now for next Wednesday that we have on our calendar.  
Tom, you’re suggesting we have a Work Meeting to discuss the whole issue of 
appointments?  Well, I shouldn’t say the issue of appointments, just revisit.”  Ronning, “I’d 
call it conduct.  What do we expect these Commissions to do?  What authority do they 
have?  I don’t want to ‘handcuff’ anybody but…”  Voss, “Oh, in terms of their roles.”  
Ronning, “Yes.”  Voss, “Okay, okay.  I think that’s a worthy discussion item.”   
 
Davis, “Do you want to add that to the Work Meeting we have for next Wednesday?  Or, 
separate that out separately?”  Voss, “I think next Wednesday.  Do we have something on 
there?”   
 
Davis, “We’re going to discuss the Ice Arena.”  Voss, “Oh, that’s right.”  Ronning, 
“Where’s the ‘For Sale’ sign?”  Voss, “Where’s the buyer?”  Ronning, “For sale cheap.”  
Voss, “Jack, how long would you anticipate that discussion to be?”  Davis, “Well I think we 
can get through it reasonably in half an hour.  There’s a lot of things that have been 
discussed here before.  I just want to go over some stuff.  What I’d like to do is kind of 
review the performance of the contractor we have now.  Decide how we want to move 
forward for 2015, 2016.” 
 
Voss, “Okay, I think we’d have reasonable time to talk about the Commissions.  Because 
it’s the arena, Mark are you planning to be at that Work Meeting?”  Vierling, “It’s up to the 
Council whether they want us there.  We’re happy to be there if you’d like us there.” 
 
Voss, “Is that something you’re planning to have Jack?  I was thinking in terms of the 
Commissions, also in terms of defining their roles there may be something that perhaps…”  
Davis, “From the Arena standpoint, I think everything’s pretty cut and dried.  There aren’t 
any legal issues that would really be involved with this.  From the Commission standpoint, 
we can provide all the legal and standing authority for the creation of them.  Like the 
Planning Commissions are statutorily mandated.  The other Commissions are at the option 
of cities.  Roads, Parks may be, are they statutorily required?”  Vierling, “Parks are not.”  
Davis, “No, I didn’t think so.  I think Planning’s the only one that’s Statutorily required.  
And, you know, the City Council can actually be the Planning Commission.  I don’t think 
you ever want to get in that situation but by Statute, you can be the Planning Commission 
also.  If it’s something we know in advance, maybe we can get Mark to give us some 
direction.  Or if you want him there at the meeting, that’s fine too.” 
 
Vierling, “If you’re going to get into issues of setting goals or expectations of members in 
various meetings, I’d be happy to supply you with some advanced materials that might be 
helpful on that for discussion purposes.  Even if we’re not there it might be very helpful.” 
 
Voss, “The item that I was going to suggest that we add to the Work Meeting, and I’ll just 
suggest it tonight given we’re at two items on that agenda, is the issue of our minutes.  And, 
the reason why I abstained from the minutes is I personally, I have an issue with the way 
that minutes are structured with all the quotes.  And, that’s one of the things that I just want 
to discuss at a Work Meeting.  The reason why I have that issue is I feel if I’m approving 
the minutes with quotes in there, it’s almost like you’re certifying that was actually done 
and you have to go back and, in my mind at least, to certify yeah, that’s exactly what was 
said.  I know it’s been an issue over the past couple Councils with these minutes.  So I’d 
like to add it to the Work Meeting agenda as the third item with the understanding, you 
know, I don’t want it to be a long Work Meeting either.  So, if everyone’s okay with that?” 
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Voss, “And, the time for the Work Meeting?  Is that set?”  Davis, “Probably want to 
allocate, the time was set at 7.  We can move it up to 6, or you can set it any time you want 
to.  We have a standing schedule at 7 but we can…”  Voss, “You have a standing at 7?  
Okay.”   
 
Ronning, “It’s an official meeting but no action.”  Voss, “That’s correct.”  Koller, “7 is 
fine.”  Mundle, “Yeah.”  Voss, “I’m fine with 7 too.”  Voss, “Okay, anything else under 
Other?” 
 

10.0D 
Recess to 
Closed 
Session 

Vierling, “Thank you Mr. Mayor.  For the benefit of the record and for the public, we would 
note at the present time the Council is about to go into Closed Session to deal with issues of 
potential property acquisition.  The authority for the closure is under Minnesota Statute 
13.D.05, subdivision 3(c).  Two properties that the Council is looking at for possible 
acquisition of real estate interest rights are located as Parcels 3 and 8 of Right-of-Way Plat 
#3 within the City of East Bethel.  That being said, Mr. Mayor, I recommend that there be a 
motion to go into Closed Session for the purposes I’ve indicated.” 
 
Voss, “Is there a motion?”  Ronning, “So move.”  Voss, “Is there a second?”  Koller, “I’ll 
second.”  Voss, “All in favor say aye?”  All in favor.  Voss, “Opposed?  None opposed.” 
Motion passes unanimously.  
 

Reconvene 
Open Session 

Vierling, “For the benefit of the public and again for the record, we’ll note that the 
Council’s come back into Open Session after having recessed to a Closed Session, which 
was conducted under the authority of Minnesota Statute 13.D.05, subdivision 3(c), with 
regard to possibility of real estate acquisition affecting two parcels as Parcels 3 and 8 of 
Right-of-Way Plat #3.  Closed Session was attended by the Mayor and all members of the 
City Council.  It was also attended by the City Engineer Craig Jochum, Mr. Jack Davis the 
City Administrator, and myself as City Attorney.  Council reviewed with staff the issues as 
it affects the acquisition of the property at issue, gave direction relative to strategy and 
communications to be made to the property owners, otherwise took no specific action at that 
time.  With that being said Mr. Mayor, that’s the end of the summary.  Thank you.” 
 

11.0 
Adjourn 

Voss, “Is there a motion to adjourn tonight?”  Koller, “I’ll make a motion to adjourn. 
Mundle, “I’ll second.”  Voss, “Any discussion?  All in favor?”  All in favor.  Voss, 
“Opposed?  Meeting adjourned.” Motion passes unanimously.  
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:40 p.m. 

 
Submitted by:  
Carla Wirth 
TimeSaver Off Site Secretarial, Inc. 


	EAST BETHEL CITY COUNCIL MEETING
	JANUARY 21, 2015


