
EAST BETHEL ROAD COMMISSION MEETING  
December 9, 2014 

 
The East Bethel Road Commission met on December 9th, 2014 at 6:30 P.M at the East Bethel City Hall for their 
regular monthly meeting.  
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:   Lori Pierson-Kolodzienski     Kathy Paavola    Dennis Murphy    Roger Virta    
 Al Thunberg    

                     
MEMBERS EXCUSED:  Jeff Jensen     
                             
ALSO PRESENT:    Nate Ayshford, Public Works Director 
   Tim Harrington, City Council Member 
  

  
Drainage 
Improvements 
for Nordin 
Estates 

The Nordin Estates Development was constructed in 1972.  Lots 13 & 14, Block 4, have 
experienced ponding concerns since their homes were constructed in 1980. With the 
recent high water levels from heavy rains the issue has returned. The City pumped water 
for four days this spring/summer to help alleviate the problem, but pumping is only a 
temporary fix. 
 
The design of the drainage does not allow for any storm water to flow out of the area until 
it has reached a level where it is over the elevation of the drain fields and approaching 
basement levels. The construction met city design standards at that time but would not 
meet current engineering standards.  
 
At the October 14, 2014 Road Commission meeting, staff was directed to work with our 
City Engineer to update designs for a storm water system that would drain the low 
portions of the ponding area and provide a stable high water mark. 
 
Attachment 5.1 shows the possible location of the storm water pipe with cost estimates 
broken down in attachment 5.2 and 5.3. Possible project funding sources include a 
neighborhood assessment, the Street Capital Fund, or a combination of the two. 
   
Mr. Ayshford reviewed the two options with members, explaining that the “Pipe Open 
Cut” plan is estimated at close to $56,000 and the “Pipe Directional Drill” plan estimated 
to cost more than $65,800. 

Adopt Agenda Ms. Pierson-Kolodzienski motioned to adopt the agenda as submitted.  Mr. Murphy 
seconded; all in favor, motion carried unanimously.    

Approve   
October 14th, 
2014 Meeting 
Minutes 

Ms. Pierson-Kolodzienski motioned to approve the minutes.   Mr.  Thunberg  
seconded; all in favor, motion carried unanimously.  

Roads 
Financial 
Information & 
Roads Capital 
Funds 
Summary 

Mr. Ayshford reported that the budget is closing out with a balance of approximately 
$100,000 remaining. (Attachments 4.0, 4.1)  He anticipates that this will be adequate to 
finish out the year.  There will be two more loads of salt coming out of the budget as well.  
There was extensive overtime following the storm in early November due to its falling on 
a holiday.   
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The Open Cut plan requires digging a trench, placing the pipe and then covering it up.  
This would include removing several Cottonwood trees along the path of the pipe.  It is 
anticipated that owners would not block removal of the trees as they are dead. 
 
The Directional Drilling requires drilling underground to place the pipe.  Most of the 
ground in the area is sand although it is possible that there would be some difficulty 
drilling through the roots of the trees.   
 
Members and the public residents present discussed funding for the project at length.  
Potential funding options included an assessment on the residents of the development, 
using Street Capital Funds or a combination of the two.  Mr Ayshford noted that the cost 
of easement acquisition for the project was not included in the estimates and that residents 
had not yet been contacted about the potential for donating easements on their property.   
 
Discussion from the previous meeting included the possibility of residents donating their 
easements and then the city would pay for all or some of the cost with the possibility of an 
assessment to cover the total cost.  An option might be to have the assessment cover just 
the engineering cost of approximately $14,000 with the easements donated and the city 
paying the rest.  With approximately 20 lots in the development, most residents would pay 
about $430 based on the percentage of drainage from their lots but two of the residents 
with the largest lots would have to pay over $2,000 each.  Mr Ayshford noted that $4,000 
of the total amount is actually required just to pay for the administrative process of 
making an assessment on the homeowners. 
 
Mr Virta noted that at previous meetings members had made statement for and against an 
assessment to fund the project.  He requested further discussion on this topic.  Ms Paavola 
stated that the drainage problems should have been addressed when the development was 
established and that it is not the fault of the current residents that this was not done.  She 
does not believe it is fair to ask the residents to pay for the entire cost of the project.  Mr 
Virta stated he could see why it might be necessary to place some of the funding 
responsibility on the residents as the city may not have adequate funding to pay for the 
entire project.  
 
Mr Murphy agreed with Mr Virta but also with Ms Paavola in that it was the builders and 
City staff at the time of the development who were at fault for the current situation.  Ms 
Pierson-Kolodzienski also felt it would not be appropriate to make the current 
homeowners pay for the entire project but thought having an assessment for the 
engineering cost only might not be too much of a hardship for them and would reduce the 
amount the city would have to pay. 
 
Ms Paavola and Mr Thunberg agreed that the problem must be addressed as soon as 
possible to prevent further flooding issues and property damage.  Mr Thunberg stated he 
did not feel it was the members responsibility to decide how the project would be funded.  
He felt the members were in agreement for the most part that the funding should be shared 
but that it was up to the City Council to ultimately decide how funding the project would 
be accomplished. 
 
Resident, Virginia Conwell asked the members if “homeowners who have already paid 
hundreds and thousands of dollars all these years” due to the drainage problems might not 
be required to pay an assessment.  The members understood Ms Conwell’s 
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suggestion/request and reiterated that the project funding will ultimately be a City Council 
decision.  It is expected that there will be an opportunity for homeowners to provide input 
on the funding decision at an upcoming City Council meeting.  
 
Resident, Dennis Olson stated that he did not feel the homeowners should have to pay any 
assessments.  They have been dealing with this problem “for twenty plus years and the 
damage is done”.  Mr Olson stated that he has spoken before the City Council and the 
Road Commission in the past to request help with the problem and the response has not 
been satisfactory and nothing has been done.  He feels very strongly that the city should 
be responsible for funding the project. 
 
Mr Virta summarized that the members agree some action must be taken to correct the 
drainage problem in Nordin Estates.  He stated that if homeowners are willing to donate 
the required easements, it should be considered as part of the residents’ contribution to 
funding the project.  Ms Paavola stated that she would like to see minimal costs for the 
residents for funding the project. 
 
Mr Virta suggested that Mr Harrington could present the discussion regarding costs that 
has occurred during Road Commission meetings at the City Council meeting to provide 
additional information for Council members to make funding decisions. 
 
Mr. Thunberg made a motion to recommend the City Council request a bid for the 
Open Cut plan with Directional Drilling as an option to address drainage 
improvements for Nordin Estates with minimal cost to the residents. Ms Pierson-
Kolodzienski seconded the motion.  All in favor, motion carried unanimously. 
 

Anoka 
County Street 
Lighting 
Project 

The Anoka County Highway Department has been awarded a federal grant for safety 
upgrades to be used on rural county roads. The funding will be used to upgrade the center 
line striping with a more reflective material along Viking Blvd from TH65 to the eastern 
border of Anoka County and to install street lighting at intersections along the same 
stretch of road.  
 
There are six street light locations proposed for East Bethel that include Rochester St, 
Vickers St, Breezy Pt Dr, Thielen Blvd/Sportsmen Rd, Tri Oak Circle, and Lexington 
Ave. (Attachment 6.1)  The grant would cover 90% of the construction and installation 
costs with Anoka County picking up the remaining 10%. East Bethel would be required to 
handle the operational and maintenance costs. With an LED style light, the monthly cost 
could be approximately $6.76 per light or a total yearly cost for the 6 proposed lights of 
$487. The costs include electricity charges and cover all maintenance needs for 25 years. 
 
The proposed construction schedule would have the lights installed by mid-summer, 
2015. 
 
Mr. Virta motioned to accept the Anoka County Street Lighting Project as described 
with the request to change the light planned for Lexington Avenue to 195th Avenue.   
Ms. Pierson-Kolodzienski seconded; all in favor, motion carried unanimously. 
 

Anoka 
Conservation 
District Water 

The Anoka Conservation District (ACD) is proposing to fund water quality improvement 
projects around Coon Lake in East Bethel. The projects include shoreline restoration and 
rain gardens that help increase storm water infiltration and sediment collection before it 
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Quality 
Improvement 
Projects 

enters surface waters. The proposed locations of the Rain Gardens are included in the 
attachment 7.1 with one located at the Coon Lake Community Center and more along 
East Front Blvd. The rain gardens would be installed with cooperation from the adjoining 
property owner who would be responsible for the maintenance for 10 years.  
 
Some of the locations could include being located on City right-of-way. The locations 
may require that some utilities be relocated as well. If needed, the utility company will be 
responsible for the relocation.  The homeowner agreements are nonbinding and if the 
property is sold or transferred, the new owner is not required to continue maintenance. At 
that time the City could take over maintenance or the rain gardens could be abandoned.  
 
The construction timeline calls for a completion date of October 2015. 
 
Staff is seeking recommendations on the locations of the rain gardens and the feasibility 
of installations on City right-of-way with the possibly of requiring utilities to be relocated. 
 
Ms Paavola reviewed the proposed garden near the Coon Lake Community Center.  
Residents have attended meetings to discuss the garden and others in the area.  Property 
owners have agreed to have gardens placed as seen in Attachment 7.1.  Mr Virta 
questioned if the ACD will measure phosphate levels to see if they decrease following 
establishment of the gardens.  Mr Ayshford was not aware of any plans for future data 
collection at this time. The phosphorous and sediment projections are based on storm 
water calculations. 
 
Ms. Pierson-Kolodzienski motioned to accept the proposed locations for rain 
gardens to be established and funded by the ACD.  Mr. Murphy seconded; all in 
favor, motion carried unanimously.    
 

Council 
Report/Other 
Business  

Mr Harrington brought up the previous “Breakfast Meeting” with MnDOT to discuss 
Hwy 65.  He stated that his takeaway from the meeting was that MnDOT does not have 
any major plans for future improvements in East Bethel and that the city should focus on 
frontage roads.  Mr Virta stated that the city has been working on frontage roads for some 
time and doesn’t have many options for the area at 187th and Viking due to wetlands. 
 
Ms Pierson-Kolodzienski stated she was very disappointed with the discussion and the 
information MnDOT representatives provided was not helpful in addressing city 
concerns.  She stated they commented on the city ‘giving back’ money previously but did 
not take into account the reason this occurred was that the project was not appropriate. 
 
Mr Virta requested the status of the Commercial Park Secondary Access project.  The 
City Council accepted the recommendation from the Road Commission.  Further 
information including a vehicle count, funding options and utility requirements are being 
gathered.  Mr. Harrington asked if the vehicle count had been accomplished on Jackson as 
the county has agreed to perform this count.  Mr Ayshford stated it had not been done as 
of this date.  The project may go out to Jackson or possibly Viking Blvd behind Our 
Saviour’s Church. 
 
The recommendation for the project was to fund it from MSA budget.  The project has not 
been approved yet and no funds have been appropriated but it could still be done in 2015.  
There is still money from the Laurel/Lincoln/Longfellow project ($600,000) that was not 
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done as scheduled in 2014 due to Right of Way issues.  Further project discussion is 
anticipated on the City Council agenda in January or February.  There may be other 
funding sources to pay for water related expenses as placing the water line is part of the 
project. 
 
Mr Murphy and Ms. Pierson-Kolodzienski submitted letters to remain on the Road 
Commission for the next year.  Mr Ayshford thanked them for their service to the city.  
There is still one vacancy on the Commission.  Members agreed that no interview would 
be required if someone expresses interest in being appointed to the Commission. 
 
The city is reviewing meeting days/times for 2015.  Members agreed that the current 
schedule of meeting on the second Tuesday of the month at 6:30pm works well for all of 
them. 
 

Adjourn Ms. Pierson-Kolodzienski motioned for adjournment.  Mr. Thunberg seconded; all 
in favor, motion carried.  Meeting was adjourned at 7:30 p.m. 

 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Susan Lori Irons 
Recording Secretary 
 
Attachments: 
2.0)  Agenda for December 9, 2014 Road Commission Meeting 
3.0)  Minutes of October 14, 2014 Road Commission Meeting 
4.0)  Fiscal Year-to-date Financial Reports 
5.1)  Map of Project Location 
5.2)  Project Cost Estimate for Directional Drill 
5.3)  Project Cost Estimate for Open Cut 
6.1)  Map of Project Locations 
7.1)  Map of Project Locations 
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