
 
City of East Bethel   
Park Commission Agenda 
7:00 pm 
Date: January 14, 2015 
Location: City Hall 
Meeting Room: Council Chambers 
 
 
  Item 
 
7:00 PM 1.0 Call to Order 
 
7:01 PM 2.0 Adopt Agenda 
  
7:02 PM 3.0 Approve Minutes – November 12, 2014 
 
7:05 PM 4.0 Parks Financial Information & Parks Capital Funds Summary 
 
7:10 PM 5.0 SBAA 2015 Field Request  
 
7:35 PM 6.0 Cedar Creek Memorandum of Understanding 
 
7:50 PM 7.0 Park Commission Meeting Times 
 
8:05 PM 8.0 Council Report and Other Business 
 
8:15 PM 9.0 Adjourn 
 
 
  
 
  
 
 
 
 



EAST BETHEL PARK COMMISSION MEETING  
November 12, 2014 

 
The East Bethel Parks Commission met on November 12, 2014 at 7:04 P.M at the East Bethel City Hall for 
their regular monthly meeting.  
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:   Bill Zimmermann    Tim Hoffman    Denise Lachinski    
 Kenneth Langmade    Bonnie Harvey          

 
MEMBERS EXCUSED:  Sue Jefferson    Stacy Voelker    
 
ALSO PRESENT:    Nate Ayshford, Public Works Director  
 Tim Harrington, City Council  
 Sue Irons, Recording Secretary 
 

5.0  Baseball 
Field Request 

Theresa Martin has requested the Park Commission discuss options for athletic fields 
designated for baseball use. Possibilities include converting an existing softball field into 
a baseball field with a mound and possible grass infield and/or constructing a new 
baseball field in Booster West Park where the existing soccer fields are located. 
 
Theresa Martin was present at the meeting to provide comments and discuss possible 
options.  She introduced herself as a resident of East Bethel for 15 years with four sons 
involved in baseball. They have participated in SBAA for many years and have noted a 
frequent issue of a lack of fields for teams to play on.  There is only one “senior” mound, 
located in Soderville.  She noted that at a coaches meeting she attended East Bethel was 
praised for the quality and maintenance of its ball fields.  Ms Martin researched access to 
fields including Ham Lake, St Francis and Blaine.  She also contacted neighbors and 
asked them if they would volunteer time, services, goods, etc and met with a very positive 
response. 
 

Adopt 
Agenda 

Mr Hoffman motioned to adopt the agenda.  Ms Lachinski seconded; all in favor, 
motion carried unanimously.     

Approve –  
August 13, 
2014  

Mr Zimmerman made a motion to approve the August 13, 2014 minutes as 
submitted.   Ms Lachinski seconded; all in favor, motion carried unanimously.   

Parks 
Financial 
Information 
& Parks 
Capital 
Funds 
Summary 

Mr Ayshford presented the current financial status for member’s review (Attachment 4.1). 
Budget appears on target.  It was noted that the equipment rental was slightly over budget 
due to rental of porta potties for all parks and for Booster Day (budgeted as per last year 
but price was increased by rental company) as well as occasional rental of pumps for 
ponds.  These expenses will be reduced as the season has ended and only two porta potties 
are maintained year round.  The current winter storm will be reflected in increased 
expenses for plowing, overtime, etc.    
 
Mr Hoffman motioned to forward the Parks Financial Report to the City Council as 
presented.  Ms Lachinski seconded; all in favor, motion carried unanimously. 
 

 



November 12, 2014 East Bethel Parks Minutes        Page 2 of 4 
 

Ms Martin and the members discussed requirements and options for additional fields in 
East Bethel.  The current fields at Booster West are in demand all season.  There are three 
other fields that are not currently being used and would need some work to be usable.  
 
It was noted that the current Parks Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) already contains 
plans for an additional ball field in 2017.  The project was initially slated for 2014 but had 
to be pushed back due to loss of funding.  Funding for Parks comes from income 
generated by development in East Bethel but there has been no development since 2008. 
 
The plan is to convert two soccer fields to a baseball field.  Regulation field requires 90 ft 
mound as opposed to 75 ft for younger athletes.  There are only parking lot lights in the 
area slated for the new field.  
 
Batting cages were also discussed to be included with the ball fields but some cages must 
be manned by someone while they are in use.  Although batting cages can be profitable, it 
can be difficult to keep volunteers in place.  Indoor batting cages would cost more to 
establish but there are outdoor cages as well.  There are batting cages available at the East 
Bethel Ice Arena but they have not been in use.  
 
Blaine is building a new large ball field/sports complex off of Lexington.  There are 
different organizations involved in baseball activities around the area but they don’t all 
have the same goals and some are in conflict. 
 
Ms Martin thanked the members for the discussion and suggestions for possible future 
options and funding issues. She stated she will continue researching ways to help move 
forward and find volunteers and donations.  If SBAA doesn’t want to work with East 
Bethel, she plans to reach out to other people and businesses for help.    
 

Insecticide Use 
and 
Pollinators 

Christine Dahlman had asked to present information on this topic at this meeting, 
however, she contacted Mr Ayshford and requested rescheduling her presentation for the 
January meeting due to a death in her family.  It was noted that we currently do not use 
any of the pesticides of concern.  Mosquito treatments are used by the Metropolitan 
Mosquito Control District and Mr Ayshford noted that a pesticide for treatment of 
Emerald Ash Borer may be required in the future. 
 
Mr Hoffman motioned to postpone Ms Dahlman’s presentation until January per 
her request.  Ms Harvey seconded; all in favor, motion carried unanimously.     
 

Cedar Creek 
Memorandum 
of 
Understanding 

In March of 2004, the City of East Bethel and CCESR entered into a memorandum of 
understanding (MOU) that established the Cedar Creek Park, use of the trail system 
around Fish Lake, and the vacation of the East Bethel Blvd easement within the CCESR. 
Portions of the MOU are set to expire in 2014 and staff from the U of MN and the City of 
East Bethel have begun discussions on the need to update the document. Both parties 
would like input from the East Bethel Parks Commission on any changes that may be 
necessary so that an amended document can be drafted for approval by the East Bethel 
City Council and University of MN. 
 
Requested Action: 
Review and update Memorandum of Understanding between East Bethel and Cedar 
Creek Ecosystem and Scientific Reserve (CCESR) 
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Items of interest: 
 
3. Horseback Riding Trails. For a period of ten (10) years from the effective date of this 
MOU, and thereafter with the consent of CCNHA, horseback riding by persons holding 
permits issued by the City will be permitted on trails in the Natural History Area 
designated for that purpose by CCNHA. CCNHA will make these trails available on a 
guided basis only at least once a month from April thru October.  By separate agreement, 
CCNHA and City have agreed that horseback riding on a non-guided basis will also be 
permitted within the eighty (80) foot right-of-way along part of the easterly boundary of 
the Natural History Area. CCNHA shall have the right to set reasonable limits as to the 
number of riders on trails at any one time. The City agrees that no parking facilities will 
be constructed that will facilitate the trailering of horses to the Natural History Area. 
 
Complaints have been received from the U of M about users not cleaning up after their 
dogs and horses, sneaking in to the area on the NE side of Fish Lake where no outside 
animals are allowed.  The initial part of this section expired this year but there is a 
separate agreement regarding use of the right of way along old East Bethel Blvd for 
horseback riding. East Bethel Blvd was traded for the Park area that the city owns now.  
 
Members agreed that residents using the area for horseback riding probably did not have 
permits as required and may not even be aware that they needed them.  There is no 
information on the city website about horseback riding or the permit requirement.  Some 
members felt the website was supposed to be updated but that update was minimal.  Any 
riding on trails in the Natural History Area were to be guided only but most members felt 
that contacting the CCNHA to arrange for a tour was extremely difficult if not 
impossible. Mr Ayshford reported that there are signs in the area where horses and dogs 
are not allowed but people have pulled them out and used the areas regardless. 
 
The consensus was that the Horseback Riding agreement should remain but the expired 
part of this section might not be possible to renew/continue.  As a minimum, would like 
to keep the “separate agreement” in place but no copy was included in the package for 
this meeting.   
 
Ms Harvey made a motion to table this item until research can be done into the 
original discussions/negotiations leading up to the MOU as well as checking with 
residents interested in having places to ride horses for their input.  Mr Zimmerman 
seconded; all in favor, motion carried unanimously.     
 
Ms Lachinski agreed to contact residents regarding horseback riding and Ms Irons will 
pursue research on the decisions/negotiations leading up to the signing of this MOU.  Mr 
Ayshford will provide a copy of the “separate agreement” for review. 
 
11. Provision of Additional Parking for Cedar Creek Access. CCNHA will work with 
Isanti County and Athens Township to provide an area to be designated as parking for the 
purpose of providing access to canoeing and kayaking down Cedar Creek. City and 
Athens Township have agreed to fund the construction of the parking area and City 
understands that Athens Township will pay one-half of the costs. The land shall, 
regardless of such use, at all times be property of the University and a part of the Natural 
History Area. 
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Members suggested that at the time of the MOU there was a meeting planned with 
Athens Township to discuss this item but it does not appear that the meeting occurred nor 
has any action been taken to provide parking as described.  Members felt this item did not 
seem to benefit East Bethel in any way and suggested that it be deleted.   
 
Mr Hoffman made a motion to delete item 11 from the MOU.  Mr Zimmerman 
seconded the motion; all in favor, motion carried unanimously.  
 

Anoka 
Conservation 
District Comp 
Plan 2015-
2019 

The City of East Bethel has been asked to review and provide comments on the Anoka 
Conservation District’s Comprehensive Plan for 2015-2019.  (Attachment 8.1 draft 2015-
2019 ACD Comp Plan) 
 
Mr Hoffman commented that he felt there was a great deal of information but did not see 
any detailed future plans and strategies. Projects are funded mainly through state and 
federal grants.  The organization provides education for landowners and local government 
in natural resource management and conducts monitoring and analysis. Ms Lachinski 
questioned how projects are prioritized and how they might be able to assist the City of 
East Bethel.  Mr Ayshford reported that the two bodies of water that are impaired in East 
Bethel are Coon Lake and Crooked Brook. 
 

 
Council 
Report & 
Other 
Reports 

Mr Harrington reported the elections resulted in Brian Mundle and himself as new council 
members and Mr Steve Voss as the new mayor.  There will be a town hall meeting on 
November 20, 2014 from 6-9 PM. 
 
My Ayshford reported that the Anoka County Master Trails Plan was changed.  The new 
plan has the trail going through Carlos Avery around Linwood Lake.  The only drawback 
is that it will no longer tie into Wild Rice Drive. 
 

Adjourn Mr Langmade motioned to adjourn the meeting at 8:37 p.m.   Mr Hoffman seconded; 
all in favor, motion carried unanimously.   
 

 
Respectfully submitted by: 
 
Susan Lori Irons 
Recording Secretary 
 
 
Attachments: 
4.1) Parks Financial Reports 
7.1) 2004 MOU 
8.1) Draft 2015-2019 ACD Comp Plan 
 
 



City of East Bethel
Revenue / Expense Statement

Fiscal Year 2014
1/1/14 to 12/31/14

 Account Description  Actual - 12/31/14  FY 2014 Budget 

YTD as a 
% of 

Budget
Public Works - Park Maintenance

E 101-43201-101 Full-Time Employees Regular 191,537.40                197,900.00                97%
E 101-43201-102 Full-Time Employees Overtime 2,640.23                    1,000.00                    264%
E 101-43201-103 Part-Time Employees 5,999.00                    5,900.00                    102%
E 101-43201-105 Employee On Call/Standby Pay -                             3,100.00                    0%
E 101-43201-107 Commissions and Boards 620.00                       1,700.00                    36%
E 101-43201-122 PERA-Coordinated Plan 13,773.19                  14,300.00                  96%
E 101-43201-125 FICA/Medicare 18,548.41                  19,700.00                  94%
E 101-43201-126 Deferred Compensation 5,699.19                    5,900.00                    97%
E 101-43201-131 Cafeteria Contribution 43,388.44                  44,000.00                  99%
E 101-43201-151 Worker s Comp Insurance Prem 8,365.78                    8,450.00                    99%
E 101-43201-201 Office Supplies -                             100.00                       0%
E 101-43201-211 Cleaning Supplies 365.06                       500.00                       73%
E 101-43201-212 Motor Fuels 18,521.15                  16,000.00                  116%
E 101-43201-213 Lubricants and Additives 119.29                       500.00                       24%
E 101-43201-214 Clothing & Personal Equipment 1,304.05                    3,000.00                    43%
E 101-43201-215 Shop Supplies 9.66                           400.00                       2%
E 101-43201-216 Chemicals and Chem Products 844.54                       3,000.00                    28%
E 101-43201-217 Safety Supplies 254.40                       700.00                       36%
E 101-43201-218 Welding Supplies -                             100.00                       0%
E 101-43201-219 General Operating Supplies 1,647.99                    2,200.00                    75%
E 101-43201-221 Motor Vehicles Parts 2,822.24                    2,100.00                    134%
E 101-43201-222 Tires 627.06                       1,000.00                    63%
E 101-43201-223 Bldg/Facility Repair Supplies 1,901.61                    2,500.00                    76%
E 101-43201-225 Park/Landscaping Materials 2,084.73                    7,000.00                    30%
E 101-43201-226 Sign/Striping Repair Materials -                             1,500.00                    0%
E 101-43201-229 Equipment Parts 2,887.35                    2,000.00                    144%
E 101-43201-231 Small Tools and Minor Equip 1,389.43                    2,000.00                    69%
E 101-43201-306 Personnel/Labor Relations 149.33                       300.00                       50%
E 101-43201-307 Professional Services Fees 529.00                       600.00                       88%
E 101-43201-321 Telephone 1,410.69                    2,500.00                    56%
E 101-43201-341 Personnel Advertising 108.00                       200.00                       54%
E 101-43201-342 Legal Notices -                             100.00                       0%
E 101-43201-381 Electric Utilities 3,806.83                    6,000.00                    63%
E 101-43201-384 Sewer Utilities -                             300.00                       0%
E 101-43201-385 Refuse Removal 76.59                         1,200.00                    6%
E 101-43201-387 Heating Fuels/Propane 180.32                       250.00                       72%
E 101-43201-401 Motor Vehicle Services (Lic d) 190.50                       2,200.00                    9%
E 101-43201-402 Repairs/Maint Machinery/Equip 25.00                         3,000.00                    1%
E 101-43201-403 Bldgs/Facilities Repair/Maint 786.50                       3,000.00                    26%
E 101-43201-405 Park & Landscape Services 323.00                       2,200.00                    15%
E 101-43201-415 Other Equipment Rentals 9,368.92                    7,000.00                    134%
E 101-43201-422 Auto/Misc Licensing Fees/Taxes 860.99                       1,200.00                    72%
E 101-43201-431 Equipment Replacement Chgs 16,700.00                  16,700.00                  100%
E 101-43201-434 Conferences/Meetings 345.00                       400.00                       86%

360,210.87                393,700.00                91%

Unaudited - For Management Purposes Only



PARK CAPITAL FUNDS SUMMARY
DECEMBER 2014

PARK ACQUISITION AND DEVELOPMENT FUND
2014 Remaining 

Account #     Description YTD Balance
REVENUES:
R 404-34791 Park Dedication Fees -                
R 404-36210 Interest Earnings 17.71             
Total Revenues 17.71             

EXPENSES:
E 404-40400-201      Office Supplies -                
E 404-40400-223      Bldg/Facility Repair Supplies -                
E 404-40400-224      Street Maint Materials -                
E 404-40400-225      Park/Landscaping Materials -                
E 404-40400-302      Architect/Engineering Fees -                
E 404-40400-303      Legal Fees -                
E 404-40400-307     Professional Services Fees -                
E 404-40400-322      Postage/Delivery -                
E 404-40400-342     Legal Notices -                
E 404-40400-351    Printing and Duplicating -                
E 404-40400-403     Bldg/Facilities Repair/Maint -                
E 404-40400-405     Park & Landscape Services -                
E 404-40400-416 Machinery Rentals -                
E 404-40400-422 Auto/Misc Licensing Fees/Taxes -                
E 404-40400-530 Improvements Other Than Bldgs -                
Total Expenses -                

December 31, 2013 Balance 26,064.37      
Current Balance 26,082.08        

PARK CAPITAL FUND
REVENUES:
R 407-36210 Interest Earning 50.24             
R 407-36240 Refunds & Reimbursements -                
R 407-39201 Transfer from General Fund 50,000.00      
Total Revenues 50,050.24      

EXPENSES:
E 407-40700-219 General Operating Supplies -                
E 407-40700-223 Bldg/Facility Repair Supplies -                
E 407-40700-225 Park/Landscaping Materials -                
E 407-40700-226 Street & Lot Restriping -                
E 407-40700-231 Small Tools and Minor Equip -                
E 407-40700-302 Architect/Engineering Fees -                
E 407-40700-303 Legal Fees -                
E 407-40700-403 Bldgs/Facilities Repair/Maint -                
E 407-40700-405 Park & Landscape Services -                
E 407-40700-530 Improvements Other Than Bldgs -                
E 407-40700-550 Motor Vehicles -                
E 407-40700-935 Street Capital Transfers -                
E 407-45202-225 Park/Landscaping CCNH -                
E 407-45202-302 Architect/Engineering Fees -                
E 407-45202-342 Legal Notices -                
E 407-45202-409 Other Repair/Maintenance -                
E 407-45202-520 Buildings and Structures -                
Total Expenses -                

December 31, 2013 Balance 36,929.30      
Current Balance 86,979.54        



PARK TRAILS DEVELOPMENT FUND
REVENUES:
R 410-36210 Interest Earnings 97.90             
R 410-34791 Park Dedication Fees -                
R 410-39201 Transfer from General Fund -                
Total Revenues 97.90             

EXPENSES:
E 410-41000-224 Street Maint Materials -                
E 410-41000-225 Park/Landscaping Materials -                
E 410-41000-226 Sign/Striping Repair Materials -                
E 410-41000-231 Small Tools and Minor Equip -                
E 410-41000-302 Architect/Engineering Fees -                
E 410-41000-303 Legal Fees -                
E 410-41000-307 Professional Services Fees -                
E 410-41000-405 Park & Landscape Services -                
E 410-41000-415 Other Equipment Rentals -                
E 410-41000-510 Land -                
E 410-41000-530 Improvements Other Than Bldgs -                
E 410-45202-225 Park/Landscape -                
E 410-45202-302 Architect/Engineering Fees -                
Total Expenses -                

December 31, 2013 Balance 144,088.10    
Current Balance 144,186.00      
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Date: 
January 14, 2015 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Agenda Item Number: 
Item 5.0 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Agenda Item: 
SBAA 2015 Field Requests 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Requested Action: 
Consider approval of field reservations for SBAA for 2015 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Background Information: 
Soderville/Blaine Athletic Association has submitted a request for reserving the softball/baseball 
fields for the 2015 season. SBAA is requesting the use of fields 1-8 at Booster West and East 
from April 20 to July 23 four nights a week (M-Th) and the field at Anderson Lakes two nights a 
week during that same time period. Weekend use would be limited to two Fridays and two 
Saturdays at Booster East and West. 
 
At this time the City has received no other requests for weeknight use of ball fields and no 
conflicting weekend requests. The requested fields are consistent with the use approved for in 
previous years. 
 
For the 2014 season, 810 players registered with SBAA. East Bethel residents accounted for 98 
of those registered players or 12%. 
 
Attachments 
5.1)   SBAA 2015 Field Request Application 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Fiscal Impact: 
The maintenance and field preparation costs typically incurred by the Public Works Department 
averages $6,500 annually. The current fee schedule reflects these costs in the reservation fees. 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Recommendation(s): 
Staff recommends that the Parks Commission consider the rental of the Booster West and East 
Fields to SBAA for weekday and weekend use as requested in their application and Anderson 
Lakes Park for use twice per week at the rate set forth in the City fee schedule less 20%. It is also 
recommended SBAA coordinate and cooperate with other organizations that schedule weekend 
tournaments at the Booster facilities. 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

City of East Bethel 
Park Commission  
Agenda Information 



Park Commission Action 
 
Motion by: _______________   Second by: _______________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Vote Yes: _____     Vote No: _____ 
 
No Action Required:_____ 
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Date:  
January 14, 2015 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Agenda Item Number: 
Item 6.0 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Agenda Item:  
Cedar Creek Memorandum of Understanding 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Requested Action: 
Review and update Memorandum of Understanding between East Bethel and Cedar Creek 
Ecosystem and Scientific Reserve (CCESR) 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Background Information: 
In March of 2004, the City of East Bethel and CCESR entered into a memorandum of 
understanding (MOU) that established the Cedar Creek Park, use of the trail system around Fish 
Lake, and the vacation of the East Bethel Blvd easement within the CCESR. Portions of the 
MOU are set to expire in 2014 and staff from the U of MN and the City of East Bethel have 
begun discussions on the need to update the document. Both parties would like input from the 
East Bethel Parks Commission on any changes that may be necessary so that an amended 
document can be drafted for approval by the East Bethel City Council and University of MN. 
 
At the November 12th Park Commission meeting, the members motioned to eliminate Item 11 
from the MOU. The remainder of the document was tabled for discussion. 
 
Attachments: 
6.1) 2004 MOU Recreational Trails 
6.2) 2004 MOU Roads and Park 
6.3) Historical Documents of MOU Development 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Fiscal Impact: None at this time 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Recommendation(s):  
 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Park Commission Action 
 
Motion by: _______________   Second by: _______________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 

City of East Bethel 
Park Commission  
Agenda Information 



Vote Yes: _____     Vote No: _____ 
 
No Action Required:_____ 
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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

RECREATIONAL TRAILS

This Mer-norandum of Understandirtr (herelrafter, "MOU") is made and entered into this

lnV>- dayof W,2ooL,byandbetweenthe
nnesota(..Universif,),throughitsCedarCreekNaturalHistory

Area ("CCNHA"), and the City of East Bethel (hereinafter, "Ciff")'

WEEREAS, University owns a significant tract of land lying in the City known as the

Cedar Creek Natural History Area ("Natural ltristory Area") which operates under the

management of CCNHA; and

WIIERXAS, the mission of CCNHA includes not only scientific ecological research and

habitat conservation, but also public education on the results of environmental science; and

WHEREAS, CCNHA desires to promote this mission of public education in part through

a series of trails andinterpretive displays within and around its natural areas, while

simultaneously maintaining the ecological integnty of its habitats, protecting all existing and

future research projects, and maximizing the long-term viability of CCNHA as a site for

ecological and environmental research; and

WHEREAS, the City desires to provide present and future generations of its citizens

with wildland experiences that can be combined with ecological learning; and

WHEREAS, the City has experience maintaining and patrolling parks and trails and

enforcing regulations and laws.

NOW THEREFORE, the parties agree as follows:

1. Term. The term of this MOU shall commence on the date that the transactions

contempiated in a separate agreement between the parties entitled "Memorandum of
Undersianding @OADS ana peRf)" related to the relocation of a road and creation of a park

are consrunmated. In the event that Mernorandum of Understanding is terminated as provided in

paragraph 13 thereof then this agreement shall be null and void. Otherwise, the term of this

ugr"Jm"nt shall be effective on the date the transactions contemplated by the rMernorandum of

U:nderstanding (ROADS and PARK)" are Closed and shall thereafter continue for a term of

ninety-nine (q9j years. This MOU may be terminated by either parly,with or without cause, by

sending notice iothe other parfy at least thirry (30) days but not more than one (1) year before

the trvJnty-fifth, fiftieth or ieventy-fifth anniversary of the efflective date of this MOU, in which

case the MOU and the parties' respective rights and obligations hereunder shall terminate as of

the relevant anniversary date. In ihe event this MOU is terminated pursuant to the terms of this

paragraph or paragraph 17 of this MOU, the City shall remove all of itspersonal property and

lquip**t urd, orhrs the University agrees otherwise in writing, de'rnolish any improvements,



structures and/or buildings constructed or erected prxsuant this MOU, and return the University's
land to the condition which existed at commencement of this MOU. The termination of this
MOU shall not, however, af[ect the Park Are4 as defined beiow, or the improvements thereon.

2. Trail and Lake Access Designation. CCNHA will ope,n for public access in the Natural
History Area between4.5 and nine miles of summer walking hails between April I and Oct. 15

and 12 or more miies of winter trails for cross-counfiry skiing between.Oct. 15 and April 1 .

CCNHA will also identifr land near the "Park Area" (which is an area of approximately 1.25

acres in size in the southeast corhtr of ihe Natural History Area near 2356 Lane which the
University intends to make available to the City for use as a public park under the provisions of a
separate MOU between th6 Ciry and University) as a point of public access to the Lake between
April l5 and October 15 for canoeing, kayaking, and use by other non-motorized vessels
consistent with the natural character of Fish Lake. Recommendations as to the location of the
trails and lake access will be prepared by the joint advisory committee created pursuant to
paragraph 13, below, and submitted to CCNHA for final approval. CCNHA shall not
unreasonably withhold or delay approval; provided, however, that nothing herein shall require
CCNHA to approve any recommendation that in its professional judgnent.would negatively
impact CCNHA's ability to perform its scientific ecological research and habitat conservation
mission. During the term of this MOU, CCNHA may change the locations of trails from time to
time to suit changing needs or to address problems that arise, so long as such changes do not
significantly reduce the length below 4.5 miles in the summff and 12 miles in the winter or alter
the variety of trails open to the public. CCNHA may temporarily restrict access to all or part of
the Lake, the lake access and the trail system at ecologically sensitive times, such as during
active spring nesting periods of waterbirds, when prescribed burning plans are in effect, when
CCNHA activities might pose risks to the public or when the presence of the public would be
detrimental to the efficient performance of CCNHA activities. CCNHA shall also have the right
to designate from time to time certain areas as unsuitable for trails because of their proximity to
ecological research sites or ecologically sensitive or valuable sites, provided that (a) such
designations will not apply to any sites on the eastern side of Fish Lake (specifically, east of the
imaginary line that extends due North from the center of Durant Street), and (b) will not reduce
the commitment of CCNHA to provide between 4.5 and nine miles of summer walking trails and
12 or more miles of winter cross country skiing trails. It is the intention of the parties that an

average of 6.5 miles of summer trails will be maintained.

3. Horseback Riding Trails. For a period of ten (10) years from the effective date of this
MOU, and thereafter with the consent of CCNHA, horseback riding by persons holding permits
issued by the City will be permitted on trails in the Natural History Area designated for that
purpose by CCNHA. CCNHA will make these trails available on a guided basis only at least
once a month from April thru October. By separate agreement, CCNHA and City have agreed
that horseback riding on a non-guided basis will also be permitted within the eighty (80) foot
righfof-way along part of the easterly boundary of the Natural History Area. CCNHA shall
have the right to set reasonable limits as to the number of riders on trails at any one time. The
City agrees that no parking facilities will be constnrcted that will facilitate the trailering of horses

to the Natural History Area.

4. Public Tpur-s. CCNHA will conduct public tours at least monthly from May through



October of various areas of the Natural History Area not otherwise open to the public under this
MOU. Such tours will be designed to increase the public's awareness of the diversity of the

natural environment present in the community: CCNHA and the City agree to jointlypromote
such events. CCNHA further agrees to make staffavailable on a limited basis to provide
educational opportunities to local organizations, such as scout koops and conservation clubs, to
broaden appreciation of the natural environment.

5. City's Traii and Park Ardd Maiitenance Responsibilities. The City will at its expense:

(a) construct, instail, maintain, operate , repair and replace, as appropriate, the signage
described in more detail hereafter, trails, trailheads, and any resfrooms and other
impiovements and structures installed or constructed by City that serve the Park Area and
trail system;

(b) be responsible for weekly garbage removal, weekly removal of any horse droppings,
and other routine maintenance of the trail system and Park Area;

(c) groom and maintain the trails to ensure safe and passable use by hikers and skiers;

(d) inspect trails for hazards at reasonable intervals, but not less than once every seven (7)
days or within four (4) days after a major storm that rnight be expected to knock down
trees occurs;

(e) maintain and repair damage to improvements placed by City along the trails; and to
the extent physically possible, repair darnage to lands abutting trails resulting from use of
the trails or from the failure of users of the trail to stay within the trail boundaries;

(f) install signage approved by the CCNHA that clearly designates trail areas and
discourages users from wandering off trails;

(g) post explanatory signage emphasizing the scientific research done at CCNHA and the
potential impact of any interference with that research as well as the cooperative nature of
this MOU. CCNHA shall provide the City with the design and text for explanatory
signage that the City will at its expense prepare, erect at locations approved by CCNHA,
and maintain along trails and in the Park Area to enhance the public's understanding and

appreciation of the Natural History Area. The City shall have the right to approve the
design of explanatory signage for which it bears the costs, which approval shall not be
unreasonably withheld or delayed.

All signage contemplated by this MOU must be fastened to posts or poles, but not living
tees.

6. Fencing: Boundary Signs. Within three years the City will install fencrqg of a design
acceptable to CCNHA demarcating the boundary between the Park Area and the rernainder of
the Natural History Area. The fencing will allow for appropriate access to those portions of the



trail system and the lake access designated under paragraphs 2 and 3, above, which are located
on Natural History Area land outside of the Park Area. The City shall at its expense post with
appropriate signage ail borders between the parts of the Natural History Area that have not been
opened to the public under the terms or this MOU and the kaiis, lake access and Park Area that
are open to the pubiic.

7. Enforcement of Rules. The joint advisory committee shall develop rules applicable to
public use of the trail system, lakE ac&ss and Park Area and submit its recommendation to
CCNHA for final approval. CCNHA shall not unreasonably withhold or delay approval;
provided, however, that nothing herein shall require CCNHA to approve any recommendation
that in its professional judgment would negatively impact CCNHA's ability to perform its
scientific ecblogical research and habitat conservation mission. The City shall monitor the trails
at reasonable intervals and take such other steps consistent with good public trail management
practices in the State of Minnesota as are reasonable to encouragi pubiic visitors to stay on the
marked trails, and to prevent damage or vandalism to CCNHA lands, habitats, and property at
the Natural History Center. The City shall encourage City staff, agents, and contractors to
actively promote the observance of trail rules. The City shall aiso enforce rules in the Park Area.

8. Motorized Uses Prohibited. The City will perpetually support and actively enforce
CCNHA's prohibition of public motorized traffic on trails in the Natural History Area, in the
Park Area, along the horseback riding trails created on the right-of-way as described in
paragraph 3, on Fish Lake, and on theportion of East Bethel Boulevard transferred from the City
to CCNHA. Motorized vehicles that are banned include, but are not limited to, motorcycles,
motorbikes, dirt bikes, four wheelers, three wheelers, cars, trucks, snowmobiles, boats, and any
other motorized means of travel except those motorized vehicles whose prirnary purpose is the
transport of those persons who have physical limitations, (motorized wheel chairs). All
motorized travel is prohibited except travel by CCNHA, by law enforcement, fire, maintenance,
and emergency personnel of the City, its agents and contractors or any other law enforcement,
emergency, or fire service agency and by those others designated by CCNHA.

g. Designation of Fish Lake as a Wildlife Lake. The City will continue to actively support
the University's request for designation of Fish Lake as a wildlife lake with the DNR.

10. Construction. Maintenance of Fire Well. CCNHA will construct a fire well in a feasible,
mutually agreeable location within three years. Access to such fire well shall be available to
both parties for prescribed burnings or in the event of an emergency. The City will actively
support any and all efforts of CCNHA to acquire funding for the construction of such well. The
City shall maintain the fire well and each party shall bear one-half of the maintenance costs.

I l. Provision of Additional Parking for Cedar Creek Access. CCNHA will work with Isanti
County and Athens Township to provide an area to be designated as parking for the purpose of
providing access to canoeing and kayaking down Cedar Creek. City and Athens Township have
agreed to fund the constnrction of the parking areq and City understands that Athens Township
will pay one-half of the costs. The land shall, regardless of such use, at all times be property of
the University and apar:t of the Natural History Area.



12. Trail Improvernents. The design and location of any trail improvernents installed by the
City are subject to approval by the University. All improvements on the trails shall be designed
with a natural appearance to minimize their visual impact on the natural setting and shall be
limited to unobtrusive items such as tash receptacles, picnic tables and benches. For any
approved improvements, or other activity by the Cify pursuant to this MOU (e.g., grading), as

appropriate, the City shall submit an application to the University Building Code Division for
building or other necessary perrrr-iVs, aid shall complete the work in accordance with the .

University's construction s_tandards.

13. Joint Advisory Committee. CCNHA and the City will form a joint advisory committee to
oversee the'orderly implementation of this MOU, provide advice regarding planning issues
related to trail designation, trail improvements, and Park Area improvements, develop rules for
trail and Park Area use, and provide advice regarding the resolution of problems that may arise
in implementing this MOU, it being the intention of the parties to arrive at rnutually satisfactory
solutions to problems and to encourage support within the University and City for the project.
The committee will consist of three members designated by CCNHA and three members
designated by the City. Unless otherwise agreed, each party shall appoint its members for three
year terms, but in order to assure continuity the first three members appointed by each party shall
have of one-year, two-years and three-years, respectively. The University and the City each
reserves the right to reappoint or terminate the appointments of those committee members it
appoints. The cornmittee shall select its own chair, adopt rules of order and establish a meeting
schedule.

14. Consultation Regarding Other Areas. CCNHA agrees to assist the City in evaluating
natural areas within the City and outside the boundaries of the Natural History Area that may be
deserving of protection or important to the well-being of rare species.

15. Indemnification. To the extent permitted by law, City agrees to defend with counsel
reasonably acceptable to University, indemnify, and hold harmless University from and against
all claims, actions, damages, judgments, fines, liabilities, and expenses (including attorney's and
other professional fees) that may be imposed upon or incurred or paid by or asserted against
University by reason of or in connection with any loss of life, personal injury, or loss or damage
to property and resulting from City's use of the Natural History Area, the negligent or wrongful
acts of City's employees, agents, contractors, permitted users, or invitees, or City's failure to
perform or comply with any of the covenants, agreements, terms, provisions, conditions, or
limitations contained in this MOU. To the extent permitted by law, University agrees to defend,
indemnifu, and hold harmless City &om and against all claims, actions, damages, judgments,
fines, liabilities, and expenses (including attomeys' and other professional fees) that may be
imposed upon or incurred or paid by or asserted against City by reason of or in connection with
any loss of life, personal injury, or loss or damage to property at the Natural History Area to the
extent caused by any negligent act or omission of University, its agents, contractors, or
employees.

16. Insurance. At all times dr.ring the term of this MOU, City shall obtain and keep in force



comprehensive general iiability insurance, including coverage for bodily and personal injury, and

property damage with limits of not less than $1,000,000 each claim and $3,000,000 each

occurrence. In addition, City shall obtain and keep in force motor vehicle liabiiity insurance in an

amount not less than $1,000,000 combined single limit. Each policy shall be issued by
companies reasonably acceptable to University, naming the Regents of the University of
Minnesota as an additional insured, and such insurance companies shall endeavor to notify
University in writing at least thirt'y (30) days before canceling any such poliqy. City shall
provide certificates evidencing tlfat it lias obtained the coverage required above to the University
prior to commencement of this MOU. City shall also provide certificates each time it renews a
policy and upon request'from University. City shall also obtain and keep in force workers'
compensation insurance to the extent required by law and furnish proof of such insurance upon
request.

17. Default. In addition to its other legal and equitable remedies, University may terminate
this MOU upon default of the City in the performance of its obligations if such defaults are not
cured within sixty (60) days of written notice from University to City. If a4y default cannot be
cured within sixty (60) days, City shall have such longer period as may be reasonably required so
long as City promptly commences and diligently pursues to completion the curing of the default.
Before University terminates this MOU, or either party commences an action against the other
with respect to this MOU, the parties shall first attempt to mediate the dispute. Initially, the
Director of CCNHA and the City Administrator/Manager of East Bethel will meet to discuss and
attempt to resolve the matter. If they cannot resolve the matter, either party may submit the
matter for non-binding mediation. The mediator will be selected by mutual agreement of the
parties and the costs will be equally divided between them. If the parties cannot agree on a
mediator, the Chief Judge of Minnesota District Court, Tenth Judicial District shall be asked to
designate the mediator. Neither party shall be permitted to commence any form of litigation
seeking to enforce the terms of this MOU unless and until the mediator has certified that the
parties, after the mediation of the dispute, have been unable to resolve the dispute or the other
party has refused or failed, for a period of at least thirty (30) days after the other party gave
notice that it desires to submit a matter to mediation, to participate in the naming of a mediator or
to participate in the mediation.

18. Notices. All notices, requests, and other communications that a par-ty is required or elects
to deliver shall be in writing and shall be delivered personally, or by facsimile or electronic mail
(provided such delivery is confirmed), or by a recognized ovemight courier service or by United
States mail, first class, certified or registered, postage prepaid, return receipt requested, to the
other party at its address set forth below orto such otheraddress as suchpartymaydesignateby
notice given pursuant to this section:

If to University: Cedar Creek Natural History Area
Attention: Director
2660 Fawn Lake Drive N.E.
Bethel, Minnesota 55005
Facsimile No. (763) 434-7361 .



And Real Estate OfEce
424Donhowe Building
319-15d'Avenue SE

Minneapolis, MN 55455
Facsimile No.: (612) 624-6345
Elnail Address : reo@umn.edu

With a copy of any_ University of Minnesota
notices of default to: Office of the General Counsel

Attn: Transactional Law Services
360 McNamara Alumni Center
200 Oak Street SE

Minneapolis, MN 55455-2006
Facsimile No.: (612) 626-9624

If to the City: City of East Bethel
Attention: City Administrator
2241221st Avenue N.E.
East Bethel, Minaesota 5501I
Facsimile No.: (zO:) +:+-gsza

19. Amendments. This MOU shall be amended only in a writing duly executed by all the
parties to this MOU. Where this MOU allocates a right or responsibility to "University" or to
"CCNHA" University shall have the right without amending this MOU and without consent
from City to reallocate such right or responsibility as it sees fit and the City acknowledges that
this is an internal University matter.

20. Relationship of the Parties. It is not the intent of this MOU to create the relationship of
partners, joint ventures or an association among any of the parties, and neither party is authorized
to act as the agent of the other.

21. Use of Name or Word Marks. Neither party shall use the name, trademark, trade name or
other designation of the other party in any advertising, publicity or other promotional activity
without the prior express written permission of that party.

22. Governinq Law. The laws of the state of Minnesota shall govern the validity,
construction, and enforceability of this MOU, without giving effect to its coirflict of laws
principles.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, University and City have executed this MOU on the day and year

first above written.
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Regents of the University of Minnesota City of EastBethel

Sunan Carlson Welnberg





















CEDAR CREEK NATURAL HISTORY AREA 

Historical documentation from 2002 – present 

10/9/2002

 

  

 

 



2/12/2003 

 

 



 

 

 

3/3/2003 

 

 

 



4/9/2003 

 

 

Attachment to  4/9/2003, Item 4 follows 



 

 

 



1/14/2004 

 

3/10/2004 

 

 

MOU for “Recreational Trails” was signed on 3/17/2004. 

Separate agreement MOU for “(ROADS and PARK)” was signed on 3/17 but no year is 
documented.  Handwritten sections of document appear to indicate it was signed on the 
same day: 3/17/2004. 

 

 

  



  



5/11/2005 

 

 

 



 

 



 
 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Date:  
January 14, 2015 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Agenda Item Number: 
Item 7.0 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Agenda Item:  
Park Commission Meeting Times 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Requested Action: 
Discuss options for Park Commission meeting times 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Background Information: 
In an effort to make the meetings more favorable for member’s schedules, staff has begun 
reviewing meeting dates and start times for City Council and Commission meetings. Staff is 
recommending the Park Commission meeting begin at 6:30 which is consistent with the Road 
Commission meeting and possibly other commissions. 
 
Attachments: 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Fiscal Impact: None at this time 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Recommendation(s):  
Staff is recommending the Park Commission Meetings begin at 6:30. 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Park Commission Action 
 
Motion by: _______________   Second by: _______________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
Vote Yes: _____     Vote No: _____ 
 
No Action Required:_____ 

City of East Bethel 
Park Commission  
Agenda Information 



 
 
 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Date:  
January 14, 2015 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Agenda Item Number: 
Item 8.0 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Agenda Item:  
Council Report and Other Business 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Requested Action: Informational 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Background Information: 
Staff and the Parks Commission will continue discussions on the future direction of the City’s 
Parks and projects with the City Council liaison Tim Harrington. The purpose of this discussion 
will be to formulate goals and objectives for the park development program and to update the 
commission on issues currently before the City Council. 
 
Attachments: 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Fiscal Impact:  
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Recommendation(s):  
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Park Commission Action 
 
Motion by: _______________   Second by: _______________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Vote Yes: _____     Vote No: _____ 
 
No Action Required:_____ 

City of East Bethel 
Park Commission  
Agenda Information 
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