
EAST BETHEL ROAD COMMISSION MEETING  
October 14, 2014 

 
The East Bethel Road Commission met on October 14th, 2014 at 6:30 P.M at the East Bethel City Hall for their 
regular monthly meeting.  
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:   Lori Pierson-Kolodzienski     Jeff Jensen    Kathy Paavola     
             Roger Virta   Al Thunberg    

                     
MEMBERS EXCUSED:  Deny Murphy     
                             
ALSO PRESENT:    Nate Ayshford, Public Works Director 
   Tim Harrington, City Council Member 
  

  
Drainage 
Improvements 
for 181st Lane 

The Nordin Estates Development was constructed in 1972.  Lots 13 & 14, Block 4, have 
experienced ponding concerns since their homes were constructed in 1980. With the 
recent high water levels from heavy rains the issue has returned. The City pumped water 
for four days this spring/summer to help alleviate the problem, but pumping is only a 
temporary fix. 
 
The design of the drainage does not allow for any storm water to flow out of the area until 
it has reached a level where it is over the elevation of the drain fields and approaching 
basement levels. The construction met city design standards at that time but would not 
meet current engineering standards.  
 
At the September 9, 2014 Road Commission meeting, staff was directed to work with the 
City Engineer to look at possible options to improve the storm water drainage.  Of the 
possible options explored, the most feasible and cost effective solution would be to tie 
into the existing storm water drainage located on 182nd Ln via storm water pipe placed 
between property lines on the existing property easements. Attachment 5.1 shows the 
possible location of the storm water pipe with cost estimates broken down in Attachment 

Adopt Agenda Ms. Pierson-Kolodzienski motioned to adopt the agenda as submitted.  Mr. 
Thunberg seconded; all in favor, motion carried unanimously.    

Approve   
September 9th, 
2014 Meeting 
Minutes 

Ms. Pierson-Kolodzienski motioned to approve the minutes.   Mr. Jensen seconded; 
all in favor, motion carried unanimously.  

Roads 
Financial 
Information & 
Roads Capital 
Funds 
Summary 

Mr. Ayshford reviewed the Operations Budget (Attachments 4.0, 4.1) noting that the 
operations budget is at 72% which is on track for the fiscal year.  The $21,000 insurance 
claim did go through account 402 and the city was reimbursed.  The only large 
expenditure anticipated for the rest of the year is from account 404, $33,000 will come 
out the next billing cycle for the class V maintenance on gravel roads.  There is also an 
order of salt for $8,000 that will come out of account 224.   
 
The Whispering Aspen project is complete with a few small items remaining.  It was 
budgeted for $250,000 which will come out of the Street Capital Fund.  This should be in 
line with the expected carryover for next year. 
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5.2. Possible project funding sources include a neighborhood assessment, the Street 
Capital Fund, or a combination of the two.  This information is also available on the city 
website. 
   
Mr. Ayshford reported that he and Craig Jochum, City Engineer, had viewed the site and 
discussed options for resolving the flooding issues. Members and the public residents 
present (Attachment 5.3) discussed the proposals and suggested additional options such as 
smaller pipe (6 inches vs 12 inches) and alternate route for pipe drainage to reduce cost. 
 
In order to accomplish the project, the city would require easements on the properties 
where work would be done.  There are no funds set aside for acquiring these easements. 
The city might be more willing to pay for some of the work if residents donate the 
easements for their property.  Residents commented that the property where easements are 
needed is property where owners have suffered from the flooding so they may be more 
amenable to donating the easements.  Mr. Jensen proposed that if the residents donate 
their easements, they should not be required to pay additional costs for the project.  
 
Mr. Sauer was present and aware that most of the work done would be on his property and 
that he would like to cooperate with proposals discussed as much as possible.  Mr. Olson 
commented that he would like to see some benefit to the flooding issues on his property 
and stated that he trusts Mr. Ayshford and feels he has the residents’ best interests in mind 
with the current plans.  He is also willing to talk with other residents to encourage them to 
support the project. 
 
There would be some changes to cost estimates depending on suggested alternatives.  
Currently there are no 6” pipes in the city.  There is minimal grade drop in the project but 
Mr. Jensen felt this size would be adequate.  It is also less invasive on the residents’ land 
to lay the smaller pipe.  Construction on the project would not start until next year. 
 
Mr. Thunberg made a motion to request additional information/cost estimates for 
the suggested changes to the proposal to be brought before the public at the 
December meeting of this commission. Mr. Jensen seconded the motion.  All in 
favor, motion carried unanimously. 
 

Council 
Report/Other 
Business  

Mr. Harrington reported the street light for Tri Oak Circle was approved at the last council 
meeting.  The location will be on the SW corner and will come out of the street operations 
budget.  The project will be started next year. 
 
A town hall meeting is scheduled for November 20th at 6:30 pm.   
 
Mr. Davis and Mr. Ayshford met with representatives from MnDOT regarding access to 
Hwy 65 from the Classic Commercial Park area.  The City received a letter stating that 
MnDOT will not allow any access to Hwy 65 at 185th Avenue (Attachment 6.1). 
 
Mr. Ayshford reported that the Public Works Department will be doing a storm water 
inventory/inspection. This will help identify problem areas as well as maintenance issues.  
A meeting is scheduled with the Anoka County Engineer to discuss the flooding issue off 
of Vickers Street and County Rd 22.  The Waste Water Treatment Plant is now 
permanently off line.  There will need to be some clean up before the facility can be torn 
down.  
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There will be a Meet the Candidate Night on October 23rd at the Coon Lake Beach 
Community Center and it will be shown online as well. 
 

Adjourn Ms. Pierson-Kolodzienski motioned for adjournment.  Mr. Virta seconded; all in 
favor, motion carried.  Meeting was adjourned at 7:23 p.m. 

 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Susan Lori Irons 
Recording Secretary 
 
Attachments: 
2.0)  Agenda for October 14, 2014 Roads Commission Meeting 
3.0)  Minutes of September 9, 2014 Roads Commission Meeting 
4.0)  September Financials (Street Capital) 
4.1)  September Financials (Street Maintenance) 
5.1)  Map of Project Location 
5.2)  Project Cost Estimate 
5.3)  List of Public Attendees 
6.1)  MnDOT letter dated 8/12/2014 
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