
 
 
City of East Bethel 
Planning Hearing for Lowell Friday  
Land Use Request for Interim Use Permit Horses 
Hearing Conducted by Hearing Officer  
The Honorable J.E. Cast 
9:00 AM 
May 14, 2012 
 
 
 

Item 
 
9:00 AM  1.0  Call to Order 
 
9:02 AM  2.0  Adopt Agenda 
 
9:04 AM 3.0 Public Hearing/Interim Use Permit – A request by owner/applicant, 

Lowell Friday, to renew an Interim Use Permit for the keeping of horses. 
The location being 18215 Greenbrook Drive NE, East Bethel, MN 55092, 
PIN 33-33-23-44-0003. The zoning classification on this property is R-
1/Single-Family Residential District. 

 
10:00 AM  4.0  Adjourn 



 
 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Date: 
May 14, 2012 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Agenda Item Number: 
3.0 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Agenda Item: 
Public Hearing  - Interim Use Permit (IUP) Request by Mr. Lowell Friday for the Keeping of 
Twenty-Seven (27) Horses at 18215 Greenbrook Drive, East Bethel, MN, and PIN 34-33-23-33-
0027 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Requested Action: 
Conduct a Public Hearing for the Interim Use Permit Request by Mr. Friday for the Keeping of 
Twenty-seven (27) horses at 18215 Greenbrook Drive, East Bethel, MN, and PIN 34-33-23-33-
0027 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Background Information: 
Property Owner:     Applicant: 
Lowell Friday      Mary Haivala 
18215 Greenbrook Drive    18215 Greenbrook Drive 
East Bethel, MN 55092    East Bethel, MN 55092 
PIN 33-33-23-44-0003 (20.5 acres) 
PIN 34-33-23-33-0027 (4.6 acres)     
 
Mr. Friday and Ms. Haivala are requesting an IUP for a Class III horse operation for the keeping 
of up to 27 horses on two parcels Mr. Friday owns in the City of East Bethel; parcel 33-33-23-
44-0003 being 20.5 acres and parcel 34-33-23-33-0027 being 4.6 acres in size.  Attachment 1 
depicts the location of each of the parcels.   
 
East Bethel City Code Article V. Farm Animals regulates the keeping of domestic farm animals.  
Article V is attached for your review as attachment 4.  Code requires one (1) grazable acre per 
horse.  Mr. Friday is required to have 27 grazable acres for the keeping of 27 horses.  The 
existing acreage is 25 acres in which the home and numerous barns take up a large portion of the 
land; therefore, Mr. Friday does not have the required acreage within the City of East Bethel.   
Meeting the acreage requirements set out in code does not in itself entitle an applicant to an IUP.   
 
East Bethel City Code Article V. Farm Animals also regulates setbacks of shelters, manure piles 
and pastured lands; manure, rodent, and insect management; care and maintenance of animals; 
and animal health/shelter regulations that need to be complied with as part of the IUP.   Some of 
the regulations include but may not be limited to the following: 
 
Section 10-153. Manure, Rodent, and Insect Management states that manure must be handled 
or treated in such a manner as to not create a public and/or private nuisance, paddocks or  
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similar enclosures must be maintained in a manner that minimizes concentrations of breeding 
insects and rodents, and stockpiling of manure requires a manure management plan that meets 
requirements set by the MN Pollution Control Agency.  
 
Section 10-154. Care and Maintenance of Animals states that no animal regulated under this 
article shall be treated cruelly or inhumanly by any person or in violation of any provision of 
MN Stats. Ch 343, as amended and/or renumbered from time to time. 
 
Section 10-154.5. Animal Health and Animal Shelter Regulations states all animals must be 
maintained to standards of health specific to the breed, must have access to potable water, 
shelters must be kept in a sanitary manner, consistent and adequate food and water supply must 
be available to all animals and fencing must be kept in a manner consistent with MN Stat 
344.01-344.20, as amended and renumbered from time to time. 
 
In October 2007, Mr. Friday was charged with criminal animal cruelty. Despite this intervention, 
the Animal Humane Society (AHS) in Golden Valley continues to receive calls and complaints 
alleging the continued neglect of horses.    
 
On August 29, 2011, AHS took action once again by conducting a search of the property and a 
veterinarian inspection of the horses.   AHS submitted a report summarizing the inspections of 
the property completed on August 29th which resulted in the seizure of ten (10) horses.  
Observations included but were not limited to the following: 
 
• Many of the outdoor pens and paddocks had excessive accumulation of feces and/or manure;  
• the farm and paddock areas continue to be in a state of dilapidation and includes pens with 

antiquated fencing, sharp objects, and other potential health hazards to horses; 
• many penned horses did not have access to hay at the time of inspection;  
• water supply in many pens was algae ridden and/or contaminated; 
• numerous horses showed evidence of evidence of external parasite loads including lice; 
• and horses needing farrier work, and horses with distended bellies from internal parasites.   
 
Most recently, on January 6, 2012, a Findings of Fact Conclusions of Law and Order (Court File 
No. 02-CV-11-7750, Anoka County District Court, Tenth Judicial District) was executed by 
Judge Jenny Walker Jasper. The findings of fact concluded the following: 
 
• On November 16, 2011, the Animal Humane Society executed a search warrant at 18215 

Greenbrook Drive NE, East Bethel, owned by Mr. Lowell Friday; 
• a veterinarian was present during the execution of the search warrant and examined 28 horses 

owned by Mr. Friday; 
• of the 28 horses, 7 were seized because of malnutrition and dehydration: 
• a veterinarian observed the feed located on the property and testified that the available hay 

was of poor quality and garbage was visible in the bales; and 
• the only available water source which she found was to be half-full, dark, and full of debris. 
 
Attachments: 

1. Site Location 
2. Application 
3. Aerial Photo 
4. Article V. Farm Animals 

 



 
 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Fiscal Impact: 
Undetermined at this time 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Recommendation: 
Staff recommends the denial of the IUP request by Mr. Lowell Friday for the keeping of twenty-
seven (27) horses at 18215 Greenbrook Drive, East Bethel, MN, and PIN 34-33-23-33-0027 for 
the following reasons: 

1. Applicant has demonstrated an inability to properly and consistently care for horses. 
2. Applicant’s proposal to use another person to provide that service is inadequate and 

incomplete, lacks details, continuity, and assurances of long term performance, fails to 
demonstrate a professional long term service being secured for necessary provision of 
quality and consistent care needed to comply with ordinance requirements. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
City Council Action 
 
Motion by:_______________    Second by:_______________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Vote Yes:_____     Vote No:_____ 
 
No Action Required:_____ 



      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Disclaimer: This information is being distributed as demonstration data only. You should not use the data for any other purposes at 
this time.  This information is to be used for reference purposes only. 
Copyright © 2012 City of East Bethel, All Rights Reserved 
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